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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 


j|~^HE favourable reception which the firft fpecimens of 
JL this publication met with, was a powerful induce- 
ment to perfevere in the endeavour of executing the future 
Engravings in a ftile worthy of the flattering notice beftowed 
on the former : and the countenance and attention where- 
with the departments of Antiquities and Natural Hiftory 
were honoured, by Men of Tafte and Science, made the ftudies 
that lead to the illuftration of thefe feveral fubjedls be cul- 
tivated with an ardour, which only fuch approbation could 
have infpired. 

The grandeur and beauty of many fcenes, wherewith we 
are prefented amid the Caledonian wilds ; and the rude " 
magnificence of the cliffs on her bold and rocky fhores; pro- 
mifed a feries of romantic Landscape, defervingof notice and 
defcription: and the Ruins of ancient Buildings, which ap- 
pear among them in forlorn decay, fuggefted variety of inte- 
tefting reflection to the attentive Traveller : ’twas of impor- 
tance, therefore, to accompany thefe Engravings with fome 
Hiftory of the Ruins, and Annals of the parts of the Country 
to which the Plates refer. 
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ii INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 

The very remarkable Obelisks that yet remain in the deep- 
eft folitudes, and on the moft detached hills ; covered over 
with fculptures which evince them to have been fet up in the 
early ages of Chriftianity, and before alphabetical writing was 
pradifed in thefe northern counties 3 feemed a curious fub- 
jed of inveftigation, which had been but partially attended 
to : a department was therefore allotted to thefe Monuments, 
wherein the origin of the feveral figures fculptured on them 
might be fully traced, and their hieroglyphical import, or al- 
legorical al lu lion, as far as poffible, fhewn. In illuftrating 
this fubjed much yet remains to be done. 

The fubjeds of Natural History, here prefented, are 
folely marine animals, or produdions from the depths of the 
Ocean. To the variety of life, and its wonderful operations, 
which pervades the bottom of the fea, human refearch can 
never fet a bound. For although, thro’ the united labours of 
ingenious men, the Infeds of the field and garden have had 
their ftrudure and ingenuity very fully difplayed ; yet the 
inftinds and faculties of thefe wonderful artificers, which in- 
habit the deep beds of the Ocean, are but comparatively little, 
known. 

The difficulties attending the refearch and inveftigation 
of the modes of life, and contrivances to chear exiftence, that 
operate among thofe beings which have a fixed refidence there, 
have been an almoft infuperable barrier to our full acquaint- 
ance with that part of the fyftem. — In numberlefs inftances, 
however, we perceive their form and texture to be no lefs ex- 

quifitely 


IN TRODUCTORY ADDRESS* Hi: 

quifitely fine, than their fagacity and a&ivity are admirable. 

1 he having accefs to rich ftores of all manner of productions 
dredged up with eafe from the bottom of thefe feas, pre- 
served in their native element, and frequently feen in all 
their healthful, animated ftate ; while the fpirit of enterprize 
actuates their frame, informs their beauty, and calls forth all 
their ingenuity and arts ; became an inviting incitement to » 
attempt the delineation of fome of their more elegant forms, 
and to defcribe fuch peculiarities as occur in. their manner 
°f life. Thefe feemed alfo mot interefting and engaging fub-*- 
jects of attention, and claimed a feparate department in this 
Work. 

Myriads of exiftence, in a mod animated and bufy fcene, 
iQ r ever lie concealed from our view in the unfathomable re- 
treats of the Ocean ; but enough is feen to give us high con- 
ceptions of its concealed wonders, and infpire the profoun- 
deft aftonifhment, at the infinite variety of forms that are 
there made recipient of life, and capable of exhibiting fuch 
eminent fpecimens of admirable workmanfhip, as difclofe 
high evidences of Deity ! of Supreme Intelligence, ordain- 
mg the forms and infpiring the energies of Creation ! and 
offering innumerable teftimonies to our view, that Infinite 
Wisdom is the Lord of Nature 1 

This is the incenfe that Divine Philofophy kindles on the 
Altar of Science, and finds that fac red flame beam with the 
light of life, 
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ilV INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 

In the prefent fo diftinguifhed sera, of improvement in the 
Arts, when all Europe is awake to the refined enjoyments de- 
rived from works of Tafte ; the refearches of Science are 
every day purfued with encreafing relfth, and the fruits of 
thefe engaging ftudies come forth to view in a luftre un- 
known to former ages. 

While the high pleafure of inveftigating the (economy of 
Nature, in her more wonderful and hidden paths, joined 
to that of contemplating thofe augufi and beautiful fcenes 
which adorn the more open theatre of Creation, are confti- 
tuted forne of the fuperior amufements of polifhed life ; the 
unravelling of the annals of the more obfcure periods of early 
ages, and tracing out thofe circumfiances that relate to the 
firft improvements of Society, in Science, in Religion, and in 
Manners, feeni equally interefting to numbers : while all 
confpire to furnifh out the profound and elevating entertain- 
ments of Genius and Philofophic enquiry: — The Arts that 
favour thefe flourifh, under the protection of the moft Emi- 
nent Characters of the British Nation : — to Them this 
Work is addrefied, as at their inftance it has been carried on, 

By their moft obedient 

humble Servants, 

CHARLES CORDINER, 

July i, 1788. and 

PETER MAZELL. 
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The GREEN-LOCH, in GLEN-MORE. 

EN-MO RE is a rugged valley, of vaft extent; embofomed deep amid 
the Carn-gorum> and other mountains. It contains a very valuable foreft be- 
longing to the Duke of Gordon. It is computed that there are thirty thoufand 
trees in it, fit for mails and yards of fhips, and are excellent timber when cut 
anto planks and deals. The wild and magnificent profpefts, afforded by the 
mountainous regions which furround the Glen, are full of that horrid grandeur 
^hich aftonifhes and over-awes ; yet there is a native power in thefe great fcenes 
to elevate and pleafe. The mind of the admirer partakes of their fublimity : 
beholding thefe enormous and lofty piles of precipices, cloathed with wood, gra- 
dually rifing to the fky — their fummits partaking of the azure of the firmament, 
and towering above the clouds — the aftonifhed fpedlator feels a kind of con- 
nexion with thefe fuperior regions he explores, and experiences a correfponding 
elevation of thought. The regions round Glen-more are full of thefe great fcenes 
of nature, which in contemplation yield the moft fublime pleafure. 

The Green-loch is at one end of Glen-more ; (in the middle of the valley there 
is a ftill larger piece of water). This Loch has derived its appellation from the 
tinge given to it by the leaves, which are continually falling into it from the 
trees on the overhanging precipices. The broad variegated mountain which 
cuts the mod diftinguifhed figure on the border of the Loch, and in the view 
here given of it, is called Crag-na-gaul. The rock in many places is moulder- 
ing down, and lweeps away the rifing trees; but clumps of vaft firs, interfperfed 
with hazel, holly, and, nea^the borders of the Loch, quaking-afh, ftill main- 
fa" 11 their ground amid the falling rocks. Nature is ever bufy, replacing what 
is loft'' by the occafional devaluation. 

Enormous fallen trees, and others decaying through age, or fhattered by the 
ftoi ms of many a winter, hanging over the Loch in all their native wildnefs, 
* nd in the cafual arrangements of Nature in her rudeft ftate, make the environs 
oi this Loch prefent the moft pi&urefque and romantic fcenes, worthy the pencil 
of a Rembrandt , a Salvator Ro/a, or a Claud Lorrain. 
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BOD DOM CASTLE, 

jl ' ^ ^ remains of this old caftle are fituated on a lofty promontory j a cliff 

peninfulated by two immcnfe chafms in the precipice, or rather hideous 
havens, on either hand. 

It is one of thofe lituations chofen for defence and fecurity in a barbarous 
S e * in that age it has been a place of importance : fome pieces of cannon Hill 
ying in neighbouring banks, indicate its having been chofen as a fortrefs 
and place of ftrength. Its laft poffeffors were of the name of Keith , fome 
diftant branch of the Marechal family. 

Boddom Head , the name of the promontory on which this caftle ftands, is 
alfo known by the name of The Buchan-nejs ■, and forms on the South a head- 
land to the fpacious hvj oi Peterhead ■, which being in the Eaftmoft point of 
Scotland, is of conftderable importance to fhipping. 

A mile or two out at fea from Boddom Head, there is a lingular large rock, 
which, rifing gradually to the top, may be climbed up without difficulty. From 
thence there is a fine profped of the ftrange cliffs along the coaft to Shins 
Caftle i and of the town and harbour of Peterhead. 
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FublCfh 'd. according to. Act of .Parliament. JVov'30‘f‘ty<94-,hy Jitter Maxell , JEngravrr, A? 44 Dt 


SINGULAR POLYPE. 

'U'HE Zoophyta are in general diftinguillied by fuch difplays of intelligence, 
and wife defign in the formation of them, as fills our minds with admi- 
ration. 1 he detail of particular fadts relating to their ftrudture and ceconomy, 
become hence more exceedingly interefting, as it leads to new difcoveries of the 
univerfal care of the great Author of Nature. This is the primary objedt of 
Natural Hiftory, and enhances the delight and entertainment of it. 

This very beautiful Polype, at A and C, we {hall call. The Sea Marigold, 
until abler hands {hall appoint it a more charadteriftical place in the fyftem of 
marine animals. 

It is remarkable, that the cafe B, in which it lodges, is not a fhell, nor of a 
melly fubftance ; but is of a Ikinny nature, foft, comprefiible, elaftic : by this 
peculiarity it is eflentially diftinguifhed from all thofe animals that are the in- 
habitants of tubular Ihells. Its rays, or tentacula, are admirably contrived for 
catching and inclofing minute animals ; and it is often employed in playing them 
found in the water, feemingly in fearch of food and nourilhment ; and is feen 
evidently catching at fomething, at atoms which elude human obfervation. 

The ftrudture of the tentacula is very remarkable ; the extremity of each, 
appears like a miniature of the whole ; and each individual ray, viz. i, 2, 3, 
is an adtive trap: they feverally bend and wave in oppofite directions, and 
in thefe exertions vary their form, as at E.— D is one of the tentacula on a 

ftih larger fcale, by which the exquifitely fine formation of the whole is the more 
clearly difplayed. 

It is altogether molt delicately alive to any hoftile touch, and feems even to 
ha\e a prelentiment ct the approach of injury, probably from the movement of 
the water ; and then, with inftantaneous dexterity, retreats into the cafe B ; and 
is there fo completely {hut up, as not to be in-the leaft difcernible. 

When all has been quiet about it for fome time, it expands by flow degrees, 
as if fearful of the danger, or the enemy being not yet pad j but feeling no 
iflurbance, fpieads forth again in all its beauty. — A, is the natural fize, on the 
ibular coralline, to which it adhered. — C, the fame, magnified. — It was 
d to ed up from the bottom ef fifty fathom water, from hard ground, fome 
0 es from tire coaft at Banff ; where corals, and ftones covered with {hells, 
equent, and exhibit varieties of animals not found on the jhores. 
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Of MONUMENTS. 

T 1 w.ij a cuftom of great antiquity, in many nations, to bury or entomb along 
blem 1 1 eminent perfons, inftruments of their atchievements or fports ; as cm- 
rj-^ S charaders, and of the avocacions in which they took delight, 

fio^u . tran ‘\ t ' on Prom ^is cuftom, as arts improved, was natural and eafy, to the 
t, ning of thefe emblems on (tones or monuments ereded to their memory. 

kind °' tunrud * raipe d over warriors, in the firft and rude fcate of man- 
' n * , tbePe l Cu lptured (tones, in a more advanced period of fociety, became the 
ai fi.inguifhed honour paid to the prince or hero. The (tile of thefe would 
tr, ai -ua y impiove, as artifts became more expert, or as accidental advantages 
na ed them to enlarge their ideas, and improve their reprefentaticns. 

tbe courPe of this work, refledtions on the annals of the North of Scotland 
1 occur, to illuftrate the progrefs of fcience in the more early periods; and 
e lneat " l °ns ohthefe ancient fculptures, and hieroglyphical reprefentations, which 
t tececv.d the knowledge of letters, (hall be given, as the moft authentic monu- 
ments of that progrefs. 

■Of titele obelifks under eonfideration, the appendages of the chace are the 
moft general embellifhment. 

. 7" be attendance of Hawks and Eagles, were the earlieft marks of princely 

m ependence and grandeur, and therefore have become the chofen fymbols of 

c rief dignity and power in other countries, as well as in the North of Scotland. 
n France, in the eleventh century, none but the nobility are reprefented 

i earing the Hawk. The Monuments now under review, refer to a period 
nearly as diftant. r 

A bird, probably alluding to the above, is the firft figure on the obelilk 

• en e> ra 'ed; it is perched on a general trophy, which we ftiall particularly 

mveftigate hereafter. 

The figure of the Sheep or Bullock, and the Harp, fo diftindly marked, 
■ongly imply how much mufic was efteemed, and that the pafture of the herd 
and flock was the fubjed of their great enjoyment. 

There is a figure in a peculiar attitude, at the foot of the Monument, with 
rcu ar inftruments in his hands ; ’tis probable they reprefent the cymbal, 

or h ’ r u partlCular occa fi°ns, might accompany the found of the horn ; 

, , Uled as a more alar ming noife, to rouze the deer from their fecret recefles, 
• . hun 7 them into the way of the fportfmen : for that they refer to the chace, the 
icimty of the hound, the deer, and horfeman, leave but little room to doubt. 

ere are veftiges, of a fingular kind of figure on the middle part of this 
onum-mt, refembling the common reprefentation of an Angel, but much de- 
wo 0 l V omeothers of thefe obeliiks there are fimilar figures, fome with 
number. 85 * f °" r - We ^ endeavour trace their origin in a future 

Jtml™ r und £he marg5n ° f this obelifk ha d been wrought with 
Proficiency ^ ^ rUCh lab0Ur 35 "° ^ 
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FALL of F T E R s. 

jQ'TRjiTH-ERRICK is a peculiar region, lying to the fouth of Loch-nefs , which, 
though confiding of a fpecies of romantic valleys amid very lofty mountains, 
abounding in good padure, and corn-fields; yet even the bottoms are very high 
ground, feveral hundred yards above the level of the lake. 

The rivulets which take their rife amid thefe mountains, and run through the 
valleys, as their courfe is not long, mud, from the above caufe, be frequently pre- 
cipitated from confiderable heights ere they fall into Loch-nefs. Of thefe torrents 
that which forms the Fall of Fyers is the chief. The immenfe fize of the furround- 
ln g cliffs contributes to its fuperior greatraefs ofeffed*. The uproar of the 
waters ; and the column of fpray, rifing, like the fmoke of a mighty furnace, high 
into the air ; give to the traveller the fird indications of the greatnefs of the ap- 
proaching fcene. From fome projeding cliffs, which overhang the abyfs into 

which the catarad is plunged, the fall is beheld in the mod fuperb plenitude of 
its effed. 

It requires fome refolution to come down, through rugged paths, iand rocks, and 
thickets, to that tremendous fituation. A late celebrated Dodor acknowledges 
“ trembled as he advanced.” The gulph beneath is of fuch dreadful depth, 
tnat one Oirinks with horror to look into it; while the immeafurable height and 
-xtent of the cliffs above, add to the folemnity of the fcene. 

Dodor Johnfon, with judice, faid, " it drikes the imagination with all the gloom 

and grandeur of Siberian folitude.” The river is obfervable at a confiderable 
height, gliding between the mountains, encreafing its tumult as it advances amidd 
the upper precipices, roaring againd the oppofitions given it by oppofing rocks, 
and ffruggling for expanfion until it approaches the vad precipice which occafions 
the fall. Here lingering a fullen moment, it hovers over the gulph. The whole 
weight of water then, poured without refidance from fo amazing a height, rulhes 

forth a mighty torrent, dalhing the rocks, with horrid noife and impetuofity, in 
its way. 

“ It leaves in air a thunder of its own,” 
which echoes in dreadful murmurs through the rocky dale. 


* See Tour in Scotland, 1769, p. 199. 

B 


The 


The vaft fcale on which the whole is laid out, renders this one of the molt tra*?- 
nificent profpefts, which a mountainous country can prefent. " 6 

diffS Wh ' Ch hCre approach each other, towering forth from the 
fides of the adjacent mountains, and forming the boundaries of the ftupendous 
glen, are encircled with wreaths of ftately trees, which thus fuperbly raifedLo the 

Thofeonthel ™ ^ ex P reffion and has a peculiar greatnefs ofeffeft : 

hofe on the lower regions of the mountains, frequently formed into clofe groves 

folemn m d °k u the hills > and add t0 the «l°om of the deep and 

iolemn lhade, wherewith the projecting precipices fill the glen. 

The moft wild and awful Genius of romantic fcenery would fee m to have pre- 

wth "° n °r‘u iS WOnderful landfca P e - and t0 hw embellilhed it 

w th the utmoft exertions of her magic power. 
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CASTLE DUFFUS. 


'TWIS was Ae principal feat and fortrefs of the ancient family of the Moravi- 
-L ences; who long maintained chief rank and dignity in the rich province of 
Me, 'ay — The caftle is built in a fuitable'ftyle of ftrength for defence and fecurity; 
as it was probably intended for a place des armes, and to contain a force that 
fhoukl overawe the Norwegian Buccaneers, who had a fixed refidence in the fort 
of Burghead* , not many miles diftant, and from thence often made depredations 
on the treafures of cattle and of grain, in which Moray abounded. 

Frijkinus de Moravia , a man of eminence and power, and of diftinguifhed ta- 
lents, was Earl of Duffus in the reign of David I. His fon obtained a charter 
from King William, anno 1 169, confirming his title to all the neighbouring lands 
pofidled by his father Frijkinus. 

This family failing in heirs male, became divided and extindt, and the honours 
ay dormant for feveral centuries. But, anno 1650, the proprietor of thefe lands 
tad a peerage conferred on him, with the title of Lord Duffus , by King Charles ’II. 
The title was forfeited, anno 1715, and is not now revived. 

The fituation and ftyle of the. building, point it out to have been the work of a 
very eaily age 5 there are traditionary accounts of its having been occafionally a 
reader! ce of King Duffus , but whether thefe narrations are authentic, or have arifen 

rorn an accidental coincidence of names, it is not eafy now to determine with cer- 
tainty. 

r ne caftle is oeautifully fituated, on a circular mount on the banks of the loch 
01 S P inie - This rifing ground, with the caftle on its fummit, furrounded with ve- 
nerable trees, forms a pi&urefque objeft in a level couhtry. 

Tue mount is encircled with a ditch and rampart, which are ftill of formidable 
appearance ; the trench, which is very broad, and cut round to a level, is ftill full 
of water, and impaftable but at the proper mound oppofire to the gateway. 

Within the walls, on the declivity of the mount, next the loch of Spinie, are 
lo. ne : excellent garden grounds well laid out, the fruit-trees ftill in vigour, and 

i. a . r m 8 a Pples, pears, gooieberries, &c. From thence there is a pleafing profpect 
luxuriant fields all along the fertile banks of the loch; and on the oppo- 

See Antiquities and Scenery of Scotland, page c3 and 128, 
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fite flioie, Spinie Cafile , the ancient feat of the Bifhops of Afo'ay, makes a mag- 
nificent appearance. 

f he walls of Jjiijfiiis Cafile are of amazing thicknefs, and have fmall chambers, 
galleries of communication, and ftaircafes, within the body of the wall ; thefe 
chambers, above, open into a fpacious hall, of about forty-five feet long and thirty 
wide : the roof being fallen in, it is not eafy to afcertain its height. From thefe 
circumftances, it is probable, that the cafile was built in the eleventh century j 
for fuch, from concurring teftimonies, was the ftyle of building places of ftrength* 
in the neighbouring provinces, at that time. 

It is remarkable of this maffy ruin, that one large divifion of the end wall has 
funk obliquely into the fide of the mount, and by that means is confiderably re- 
moved from its place ; and ftands detached, impending over the hill, as if every 
moment about to fall down : but the mafs is fo thoroughly concreted, that the 
front of the wall is ftill preferved entire, though inclined to a pretty acute angle 
with the level. 

This cafile was inhabited in the beginning of this century j but after the year 
1715 was neglected, and gradually went to ruin. 
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MONUMENTS in E0SS-SJ7IE E. 

G irrr m ,h ' (T 0 channel b f which the knowledge of Chriffianity 
thefc obelifks T1 l gave nfe to the various emblematical figures on 

and other books al^ miffi ° na *' les from the churcb of Rome, bringing their miffals 
tafte of the times rhT amfts Would have accefs to fee them.— By the 

various paintings b °° kS ^ continentwere in g enera l illuminated with 
bellilh merits for rh ' ^ ° f nCW Converts adopted thefe as the chief em- 
fragment at A an J ir m ‘ mumental ftones -— -The figures in praying poftures on the 
i n „ at the r V C l^° fe L at . a » leem to havc been fi milar ones, or angels bend- 
the Divine merev * If’ hi§hly embel!ifhed > as the chofen fymbol of 
St. Andrew on the mum ? ated b y the knowledge of Chriftianity— the figure of 
emblem of then /*’ CW1C ? repCated ’ aS at B ‘ B ~ and * above all, the facred 
teltimony in favour of ,”™W Iption!" 8 ^ C ° ,,feCrMcd Wafer - b “ r " id '"‘ 

coml*ic«L°?n : t thLr nUmen ,V’ 11111 m ° re fl " gular ex P reir > on of that line of 

which aggrandized their at "‘"i “ fl,read the trium P hs of theCrofs, 

of honoSfwo uUr, A u 7 • and < whtle they pointed at the knot as a badge 

garments of faints "dt "'7* that of facre “ It enriched the 

their tombs and ponrat ri 3 I ", bec ™c a continuous ornament on 
When thus celebrated a ? of “ urfe would hod a placceven in facred volumes, 
the CM JZt ™ t uai " T re " 0WD - “ is “ b ' d oobted but 

monument with fuch a de ' d "u “ . h, . s amb,tion > would be fond to. adorn his 
Several ofrh ' " lsvarioufl >' repeated, oppofite to e. 

more refembli„l7 a " U 'r" tS J COn / ,dera<i on have a Boar, at lead an animal 
it it represented ^^devouri^ dgUr ? d - ‘he capital trophy, on others, 
tearing human figures T k'f . ma / Jr animals like lambs, and fometimes as 

froyfcmeofthrfrf -7if dan ” 8 i ’ 0rtl ' Tla "' w ho was fortunate enough to de- 
ome of there form.dable animals, would be proud of having f„ ch a memorial 


of his prowefs perpetuated by fculpture. Hence it became a creH, when armorial 
enfigns came into vogue. 

But whether the figuring of that animal on thefe Hones. originated from the 
Hate of Caledonia itfelf, and the circumHances alluded to above ; or was borrowed 
from delineations brought from the continent, in the channel already fpecified, 
may not perhaps be pofitively determined ; but the cuHom of placing the effigies 
of ferocious animals, as well as domeHic and emblematical ones, at the feet of 
faints and heroes, was prevalent, at the sera of thefe, on the continent. Refem- 
blances of the lion and wolf, the dog and lamb, are often fo placed on monu- 
ments carved in France , in the nth and 12th centuries. Examples of thefe 
may be feen in the LVth and other plates of the Englijh tranflation of Montfaucon’s, 
Antiquities. 

We need not therefore be furprifed at the awkward and feemingly unfuitable 
appearance of the two Hrange animals at the feet of the figures on the fragment 
marked A. They may be placed there as animals of ufe, or as an emblem of 
plenty: in fome countries a herd of fwine was confidered as fubHantial wealth. 
It is not probable that they can here have any religious allufiori; for, whatever 
might have been the cafe in the fyHem of Druidi/m, they can have no reference 
to the rites of ChriHianity, to which the central emblems of this piece of fculpture 
evidently apply. 

Thefe obelilks feem to have been fometimes raifed by the vanity of the living, 
as a monument of their fame and power, and perhaps more frequently fo than as 
any memorial of the dead ; for there never is any emblem of mortality on them. 

The principal Hone figured in this plate, marked II, is Hill in great preferva- 
tion, firmly fixed on a rifing ground, furrounded with Heps: it is but a few hun- 
dred yards difiant from the fea-fliore * ; and on the adjacent rocks there are re- 
mains of a caHellated houfe, called Sandwich . Within the circle of a few miles, in 
that difiritH, are many fimilar monuments ; but tnofl of the others are either fallen 
down or broken, however many curious fragments of them are Hill to be feen. 

That as at d, exprdfes the nature of feveral of the circular ornaments, which 
on others are much obliterated, as at D. The animals devouring others, at C, 
&c. give fcope for animadverfion — but this article has already exceeded its due 
bounds. 


* See the Reverfe of this Monument, Antiquities and Scenery of Scotland, plate xii. page 65. 
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C.forrbjur pinx . JSjtfotdt . 


TER EBELLiE. 


jT'HESE elegant animals, which inhabit the Serpulae*or“ tubular fhells ad- 
c hering to other bodies,” are of moll delicate texture, and of a femi-tranf- 
■parent iabftance: when fpreading aver the white incruftations of the ftones on 
^ dch they have their refidence, they refemble concentric circles of fome thin 
' u * c b of beautiful dyes, in colour like a rainbow. 

B. B. A piece of ftone dredged up in forty fathom water, incruded over with 
various fhells, corallines, &?< 


b. b. Several appearances of the Terebellae, iffuing forth from their fhells. 

a> The natural fize of a full-grown one, thoroughly fpread : magnified at A. 

When more than one day kept without a change of water, they evidently began 
to anguifh and decay ; their beauty and vigour became equally impaired ; — on 
* e c b a nge of water, particularly when perfectly pure, and recently brought from 
toe fea, they revived, feemed reanimated with frefh health and fpirits, fpread 
and moved their tentacula with renewed adtivity. 

An inference here is obvious ; that they draw their nourifhment and life from 
t ie pureft water in the higheft degree •, therefore muft exift on atoms or animal- 
cules in it, which no eye can fee, and which perhaps no microfcope could dis- 
cover : their fine tentacula are admirably contrived for arrefting thefe as they pafs 
a ongj the exquifite mechanifm of their ftrudture being no lefs replete with evi- 
ences of wife defign, than their beauty is expreffive of power and goodnefs in- 
comprehenfible at the head of the Creation. 


It may be laid of thefe, with equal propriety as it was, from high authority, of 

* { e t( lilies of the field,” that «* Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one 

of thefe;” and the intelligent fpeftator, with veneration and hallowed joy, 

the rational appeal — the natural effufion of gratitude and of elevated 
thought — 

CAUSE and SUPPORT of all things l^can I view 

Thefe objefts of my wonder ? can I feel 

Thefe fine fenfations, and not think of THE E ? 



// 


• See Br. Zool. vol. IV. plate xci. 
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2>Ma*JL ftu.i i> 

o * * 


Rock 


of D U N B r. 


AIB Y is a lofty infulated rock, near to modern Slain s Cajlle ; feven miles 
j - ° Uth from Pierhead-, the eaftmoft point of Scotland. 

tached "fr lmmen ^ e ’ ™§g e dj and precipitous fet of cliffs, fome hundred yards de- 

m rom t e rnain land, and riftng from deep water, in pyramidal columns, 
to home hundred feet in height. 

an ext r ° C *V s ‘ n man y places level at top, and has foil upon it in the middle, to 
carried ent ° r b ° Ut an acre °f ground. Sometimes fets of Jfheep and goats are 

derablv r P 7 u Up ° n * J and tbe fin S ll5arit y °f their fixation then adds confi- 
Th' 0 (i' e cbarms the other uncommon appearances of the fcene. 

rock ah^ ^ ° f r ? Ck haS an open vault » that P afres wh olly through it: the 
even i C 1S ° rmed lnto a m oft majeftic and ponderous arch; it is awful to fail 

with hidel^ 7 K ‘ , ThC lm P endin g cliffs > fcemingly hung in air, and yawning 
their e ^ s ciafms > that appear to detach them from the parent rock, look as if 

would uimhleT ° f 7“ ' hC warnin § of their approaching fall, when they 

terrmed: and t-v, ° Wn> and be bu " ed in the ocean '■ yet they refill the ftorm and 
tempeft and the raging of thefea, immoveable and unlhaken. 

than the o,ke°s rL r °t of d “ li ™) r left ™SS' d a " d precipitous 

bv other, • ! ’ 7 be chmbed U P> by thofe praftifed in climbing rocks • 

of and da " 8 ' r - The ^ parts of the other fidei 

f ea arealmnf/l ' 7° thatl P acious and lofty front which fpreads towards the 
is therefn u I? 8CthCr lnacceffib le by human art ; every Ihelve of thefe cliffs 
for *1! ' ,h , oll y occ “P't<l with Killywakes, and with their nefts in fummer . 

t;,tro“ u ; g berc inftba tdis thcm that — ■«*“ - tuSn; 

hierable'^thanf f ‘ hat , here P erched otl 'ho crowded nefe, is fo innu- 

charged" the aii withoT h'"® * h ' rMk ,,lth a b ° at . a fowling-piece be dif- 
wing which 1 j c ", h J'P crbole - 1S obfolutely darkened by the flight 0 „ 
It is cuftlt™ Cd the fot a toioote or two leave their young® 

feafon is .III ?"!?”“ t0 g0 and br! "S d »« the young birds (the 
fee to feed : fort TT ft™'? 'he, have taken wing, or° got to the 
tnorfel. If they are killed" ” • f fft conr ‘ dercd b P numbers as a delicious 

ooft : A weak Ihot with fmaln® H " a *' tlKy muft '"main on the cliff in the 
it Utot, with fmall lead, muff therefore be confultcd, fo as only ft. 

verely 


vercly to wound j on receiving it, the young birds fpring up and flutter, and by 
thd'e ft ru ggles are tumbled over the Ihelve, fall into the fea, and are picked up by 
the boat-men. 

Frequently the parent birds, that on the firft alarm flew away, return, on ap- 
prehending that dangers are encompaffing their infant charge. They return, to 
yield them protection, and to lhare their fate— and they often do more than 
lhare it. 

Senfible of the above frequently-praCtifed ftratagem to obtain and deftroy their 
defencelefs progeny, fome of the molt courageous and affectionate parent birds 
perch on the edge of the neft, and interpofe their wings between the fowler and 
his aim. Fie cannot gain his end but by wounding the parent alfo. — How little 
to be envied would the feelings of that perfon be, who could difcharge a fowling- 
piece, and tranfmit the leaden deaths in fuch a line ! 

When the weather is fine, the infulated and perforated cliffs — the vaft grottos 
and caverns underneath — and ftately columns of rock rifing from the deep, along 
thefe bold and precipitous fhores — yield the molt noble and charming field of pic- 
turefque fcenery to amufe a fea excurfion. 

The more general tranquillity and increafing light of earlieft day, is mcft fa- 
vourable to fhew thefe rocks in the fulleft effeCt of their majeftic beauty. The 
level rays of the morning, fparkling along the waves, reflecting the light in ever- 
varying and animating forms of brightnefs — the diverfity of orient and ruddy tints 
that fpring from the glowing tiara of diflolving clouds, which commonly encircle 
and precede the fplendors of the rifing fun — the deep gradations, and the length 
of fliade thrown from the projecting and fufpended cliffs, and darkening into the 
caverns folemn gloom — have in them an awful and commanding charm, for the 
delight of all who can rife to contemplate and admire the native majefty of the 
works of creation. 
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RUTH E'EN CASTLE. 


F remnn l ''" uh ' a mol1: m “i ell ic ami lofty mountain, which overlooks the 
and pleafani- 0 ,-^ ° T \ Au & u ft tts > aC the head of Lochnefs , there is a moil romantic 
that hasem-ir-l \ t!ie valle y s which form the banks of the Spey, a river 

country cm h U ', Waters fome of the moft b «utiful farms that a highland 
Carava-more c l" <Xu ,/V^- f ° me miIeS frorn Coriarkh > tumbles through 
niiles, through flat The ValIe y of Rough-fords,” it then glides gently, for fome 
at “ Ah loch tt m ^ dowy g rounds J and fpreads the whole width of the valley 
e agles br'eed o T^vvT u" “ ?**'**• the Black ^ Large hawks and 
of immenfehei ^ °! thatrock; for the P reci P ices towards the river are 
times gather hSl' f? *naccefflbl e ,_the fltepberd boys, however, fome- 
from the , 0 D !' t h a " ,'T °" ,hc >' oim « bMs . b t Spending one another 
the nelts are buht Th' “u ^venturer down to the (helves oh which 

Follow e ’ ^ bafket, he is drawn op again. 

opens a profoea T A ^ Aa P l0M "" »«*-*«*. one 

picturefque a d loftv * charnpa, 8 n le '' cl country, dill bounded however by 

farms oVLTJf Z This plain contains feme of the mod fertile 

Pilmain is on o,J % t belon g ,n g to the Duke of Gordon. The Inn of 

Applied with every ariT ^1 f a ™. m ° ft extenflve Lrms, and is therefore plentifully 
«mm odations . ' * defirabl " to travellers > and is fitted up with the beft ac- 

j ^ iti5 ™' , -«^^tfeZ hr i,nportancc t0 HisHand .' 

extenfiv^oc^yi^^e'U'T ° f th *}™’ nQt tWo mi!es diflant - The ruins, are 
rifes ^ a pecuLlv d-T A° % area °/ the t0p ° f 3 Wge circular mounr, which 
founds it ; it i s on all fid^ ^ manner fr ° m the levc l field that fur, 

dee P trench has bee * S nea ! ec * ua y keep, and about thirty yards high. A 

hiu • this ^ ^ k - 

court oTbuildLgt ^ ‘ ^ ram P art is conftruded, enclofing 

deemed a mod fu i tabled tu at bTfof th ° f m ° Unt muft have raade it to be 

t “ ai °" - of POwe“' rly Vge! Tefjhlh f ' ‘ ^ ^ 

/ S > wnen tneir iafety and peace in a great 

? ? kv 2 

meafure 


meafure depended on the protection which the ftrength of their walls, and the 
force of the garrifon, afforded. 

In the beginning of this century there were ruins of a very ancient caftle on it. 
In 1718 thefe were made the quarry, to aid in building a more extenfive new one. 
This was done at the expence of government, to conftitute it a place d'armes , 
where a garrifon might refide, to keep in- awe the clans of thofe parts, which at 
that time had the fpirit prevalent among them of nowife fubmitting to the yoke 
of regular government. As the walls are moftly all (landing entire, numbers of 
large apartments are obfervable : the officers had been fpacioudy lodged ; and the 
barracks would accommodate a hundred men with eafe. In Auguft 1745 it was 
affaulted by a numerous body of the Highland army, but without effect. In 
1746, however, they carried a fimilar attack, and let the buildings on fire and it 
has not fince that time been repaired. 

The former caftle was of old a famous hunting- feat. It is fituated in a country 
renowned for the fplendid entertainments of the chace. §>ueen Mary is faid to have 
frequently indulged in the pleafures of hunting in the neighbouring forefts. There 
is (hewn a rocky mount, which is called « Stroan ne Paren ,” Carn Queen, at which 
Ihe either pitched her tent, or had other temporary refidence j and it became ce- 
lebrated as the place where the royal perfonage was wont to be feen. 

i John Taylor , a man of fome deferiptive talents, in an account of his journey to 
the North of Scotland, which he calls a Pennilefs Pilgrimage , makes particular men- 
tion of the entertainments he met with in this corner. 

“ Having fpent,” fays he, “ certain days (anno 1618) in hunting in the Brae 
" of Marr, we went to the next county, called Badenoch , belonging to the Earl of 
“ Engle , where having fuch fport and entertainment as we formerly had, after 
tf four or five days paftime, we took leave of hunting for t'- . year ; and took our 
ff journey toward a ftrong houfe of the Earl’s, called Ru.hven in Badenoch, where 
“ my Lord of Engle, and his noble Countefs (being daughter to the Earl of 
ft Argyle) did give us moil noble welcome three days.” 
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maiden s t. o n e. 

a 

HP HIS remarkable obelifk, figured at A A 2, ftands ere&ed on an eminence, 

A half way up the hill of Ben-a~chie, contiguous to a fmall Danijh fort, called 
The- Maiden Cajlle * . Ben-a-chie is a fleep and lofty mountain in the county of 
Marr, about twenty miles north of Aberdeen. 

This monument is moft elaborately carved; and, being a hard grey granite, of 
nearly fifteen feet in length, mud have been difficult to form; and the raffing of the 
ornaments, and various fculptures, fo accurately on it, mud have been the work of 
muc h perfeverance and care. Near to where it is inferted in the ground, the {tone 
originally has had a break; for the moulding runs in the direction of the fra&ure, 
an d fw ells again where the done begins to refume its breadth. 

It has from time immemorial been called 'The Maiden Stone ; and has, no doubt, 
’’cen eie£ted in memory of the lady who dw T elt in the contiguous tower, called The 
■Maiden Cajlle. 

That it has been placed in memory of a female is probable, becaufe there are no 

trophies of warlike atchievement, nor emblems of the chace, upon it : but at the 

00t ^ 2> diftinguifhed by two figures, which may reprefent a mirror and a 

comb. 

Mr. Gordon , in his Itinerarium Septentrzonale, as already quoted, has attempted 
to give a repreientation of this done, but with little care, and confequently little 
uccefs; for the refemblance of the figures is very inaccurately taken. And he has 
not even rifked a conje&ure concerning their import, which is the more remarkable, 
as he is diffidently diffufe on others lefs fingular than this. 

A A 2 is the fouth-ead, or front view of it. B B 2 the reverfe, which is covered 
ovei with waving ornaments, inclofing a crofs at the top ; fome of their turnings 
are confiderably elegant, as at B 2. The edges alfo of the obelifk are elaborately 
carved with well-difpofed mathematical figures ; the one in particular with a feries 
ot it. Andrew's erodes, inferibed in ovals, which have a rich and pleafant effeft. 

A boar, or fome refembling animal, feems chofen as the trophy at top, and under 
that a figure frequent on thefe monuments, which fhall be invedigated hereafter. 

In the third divifion D, is a remarkable form, like fome drange and uncouth ani- 
tfia . This hieroglyphic, whatever it import, is reprefented in one fhape or other 
on almod every one of thefe northern obelifks. The intention of the afiemblage of 

g res accompanying the Maiden Stone, is to exhibit at one view the variety of 

orms in which this emblem appears. 

• Itinerarium Septentrionale, p. 162, Plate $9. 

C is 


nf , 13 th ! fimpl ; ft 0r t!l , efe % ures : h is a mere outline engraved on a hard ftone, 

h nl°r Trt § ’ W c f ? 3d ft0 ° d er£ft5 but is br0ken dow "> a " d “es near the 
hamlet of Goljpe in Sutherland, a little way to the fouth of Dun-robin Caftle *. 

As D on the Maiden Stone, it is better raifed, and formed by more flowing 

-mes. Thefe are near two hundred miles diftant from each other. There are others 
in the intermediate counties. 

of L a ", d ? T !' C ton ' E is b M ° ray ’ antl is P laccd M door 

o, the lurk ol Dyk near to Bridie, a few miles wed: from Ferres, where hands the 

moftope-o of all thefe obe .Iks. F and E are richly ornamented, and may lead to 
the aliulion vvith a more finking degree of certainty. 

1 hefe emblems in general have been fuggefted to the Caledonian artifts f according 

to tne line of communication formerly alluded to) by paintings and illuminations 

“ ™ Jlpt books, brought over from the continent by the find preachers of 
Chriftianity. r 

From the earheft ages, in the Eaft, elephants were held in veneration : thev 
were the renowned warriors of ancient times. It gave immortal honour to the 
aring knight who engaged in battle, and overthrew the huge opponent. The 
prowefs of this enormous animal was juftly celebrated. It was figured with everv 
diftinguilhmg mark of grandeur and importance. The reprefen tation of it be^ 
came the emblem of dignity, and flrength, and power. 

Elephants Ihared in the_ pride and glory of the moft fplendid proceffions : the 
igure of them became the iymbol of pomp and triumph. 

At public exhibitions, in honour of Chriftianity, elephants, richly caparifoned 
often led the pageant f. This circumftance would tend to make the emblem facred. 
As the emblem of a triumphal proceilion of a Chriftian prince, it would be well re- 
prefented by fome artifts i — by others m an incorred manner) and divefted of the 
local circumftances which gave birth to the pageantry. Something of the form, 
and embroidered ornaments of ns covering, would, be preferved by the mod un- 
‘ U pe , nCI 5 ^nd when drawn with more regard to emblematical embellUhment 
than to the truth of nature, would readily fall into forms refembling thofe on the 
Caledonian monuments. ° 

When on a miflal, or book of faints and heroes, a prince with his eagle is 
figured on one page-an elephant proceffion in the „eat_a„d a S'.sindL in 
anomer; did they not naturally become the chofen fubjeds of embellilhment for 

the monument o, any perfon of eminence in Scotland, who had lately adopted and 
revered the truths of Chriftianity ? y * ana 

And it is the faft, with regard to the Caledonia, obclifks, if we find the Croft, 

FlXor , Var T T‘T ° n ‘ hC °” e fide - WC me “ ornamented 

Elephant portrayed on the other. 

* Antiquities and Scenery, p. 72. 
t Montfaucon ' s Antiquities of France, plate cel. ccli. 
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DORIS L E M O 


* ’ • v 

npHIS worm, diftinguiflhed by its peculiarly beautiful tentacula, is evidently 

. , a ^P ec * es of N 0 <11. clafs vi. Plate xxii. page 36. Britilh Zoology, vol. iv, — 

Mr^P*' " ^ a ^ em °o colour, marked with numerous punttures j” — and where 

r - ennant particularly mentions thofe elegant ramifications, which attra&ed fin- 

attent >oo when making the drawing of this plate. 

t j lat ^ eaut1 ^' plumage, (if the ufe of fuch language be allowable, when applied 

anfi 16 10 abltants the deep) which it fpreads forth with fuch varied elegance 

_ com eliuefs of form, has fo much refemblance to the rays or tentacula which 

tUnound the mouths of feveral other marine animals, that there is hardly occafion 

e ^ ^ ate , 10 P ronounCin g them “ the apparatus appointed of nature, and by its 

c 1- Ut 0^, Ior encl °hog the atoms that float along with the tide, and which mull 

t <L l Ute Its nouri lhment and food. Thefe ramifications, this waving foliage, are 

fenfai^ 6 an extenrivc f > Tftem °f aftive net s, animated, and alive to the moft fubtile 

knJ 0 ; S> c ! nftln£ts of the animal pervading their utmoft extremities, with a 

id-, ' 1 f the artlcles moft fhlntary, beft calculated for their fuftenance. The 

Mr pi 0 u eX £ re r 1Ve Wkh refpeft t0 thefe than to the web of the fpi*r, of which 
• Pope has juftly fung the delicacy of touch 


* cc 


that, exqnifitely fine. 


Feels thro’ each thread, and lives along the line.” 

wiAdrCiT dil P la r >"“8 f ° lia g'> A, is wholly retraaile , the animal can 
divides Too -, 0mpleKly fro ' 11 v,ew : whcn ,his effected, the waving plumage 

«rck Tr ” S i’ ' ,hich feverally defcen<1 through a " 

lineated Ta & ge " eral a PP eara "«- ■» the worm’s alarmed fate, is de- 

foodVs'tcToTT ° f ; a “ r r % the f “ ufeful “ d drf icate apparatus for drafting its 

protected from ff H “ T f- ‘ *° Ugh a " d thick “ d ia th us 

pofed duriTt? ? 1 " S ' rS ’ “ W Ch 11 might Mh «wife be frequently ex- 

P > during aflaults of enemies or violence of weather-.. 4 y X 


Effay on Man, Epiftle i. ver. 218. 



t 


When 


When in perfed quiet and compofure it firfl: puts forth thefe fentacula • they 
appear in a more regular form, as at B. But as foon as they begin to move round 
in the water, they are bended and unfolded, as a mod beautiful waving foliage, 
and afiume the fine feathered appearance of C. 

The feelers d d are alfo retradtile, and curioufiy formed, as magnified at D. 
The apertures through which they ftretch themfelves are tuberculated round; and 
apparently Ihut when the feeler is retraced. But the province they fill, in admi- 
ruftering to the comfort and exiftence of the animal, is a difcuffion not to be ven- 
tured on in the limits of this article. 
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p I N I E CASTLE. 


"J ^ P ' . 0: Moray was one of the largeft in Scotland , extending from the 

count- riV f C1 „ Cdli “ eu> which Separates Rofs from Invernejsjhire, to the confines of the 
u unry ot Mar* 

ordalr ^ a j' ietira ^ °^ dds diocefe, in the beginning of the thirteenth century, was 
Cathor^ 1 ' 1C ° rder Pope Innocent t0 be at Spittle. On an application of the 
St A efta * 3li ^ ied ln Moray , he deputed the Bilhops of Brechin and 

,c the” l ^° t0 tiie placej and the promulgation, « that the church of 
■ ° J, d ' rxnxt y at Spinie be the cathedral of the diocefe, in all 


coming.” 


time 


Spinie Jl ‘7™ B - fl T °J M ° ray ' anno l2U> re P re ^ ente d to his Holinefs, that 
licited * 00 reClred a fixation for the chief houfe of prayer ; and therefore fo- 

feconded J 0 eftabll{h the cathedral at Elgin. Alexander King of Scotland 

the Abhor of V ? d ° rder Came > de P utin S the Bifhop of Caithnejs and 

,1 of T, * inl0/S 5 ° f ? Cmnize the defired Nation ; and accordingly, on the 
are fuch noble and ^ f ° c Undatlon ftone of that tem P^ was laid, of which there 
cathedral was cn rd ag " ,ficc “ t remains - Soon as the building of that fumptuous 
the dignified der" ' ^ ^ advanced J a concomitant objeft, next in importance to 

they Wd tr A' T * P f ° r the Bilh ° P > in whofe honours and opulence 

to that purDofe Th^/* Pait the ample trealures of the church was dedicated 

where the building d ^ fiXed ° n a m ° re deli S htful Nation than 

'accompanying thffc n ° W fta “ “ preft " ted “ tl,e P 1 *" 

ground ““min* Z ° f r S“arc, extends over the declivity of a riling 

ing **■ d< >»" *° -he ; the fl,rr0U " d ' 

ofTometTtTe molhT 10 " ° f ‘c'Z’r E ’ 1VeS “ corn:mnd an extenfive profpeft 
through, 1m r v ie m r' f a °J river Lojic winding 

fetching along the hori'Z™ ' 7 *' m ° ft fubUme of a11 objcfts, the ocean 

H 


D 


Among 


Among the adjacent lands, the plantations round Innes Houfe , a feat belonging 
to the Earl of Fife, claim particular notice : — the orchard and enclofures in a high 
ftate of cultivation j and his plantings, which begin to clothe the neighbouring 
hills with wood, add greatly to the beauty of the landfcape. On the other hand, 
the rude remains of Duffus Cajlle, and the vaft cathedral heaving its ruined pile 
into the fky, infinuate the ancient importance of thefe domains. 

The large tower of Spinie Cajlle has evidently been built as a place of ftrength 
and defence : it is vaulted throughout all the apartments to the top ; and on it is 
placed a watch tower, with a battlement round it. 

The gateway to the eaft is ftrongly fortified ; and the enormous portcullis, of 
mafly iron, bears awful teftimony to the age of danger in which it was hung- 
The clergy could not avoid fometimes fharing in the feuds and civil commotions 
of the country, and were therefore under the necefiity of preparing for themfelves 
places of refuge and fecurity in troublous times. But their policy and piety had 
been judicioufly mixed with thoughts of recreation ; for oppofite to the chapel, 
between the eaftern gate and the great tower, there are confpicuous veftiges of a 
fpacious tennis-court. 

P- 

Over the great gate is carved a fhield, with three ftars ; and the year marked, 
m.cccc.vi. This mull have been, therefore, added a century after the large tower 
and its appendages were built. 

If it tend to give any additional importance to the remains of this ancient 
refidence, to know that it could boafl of a poffeffor of the royal line — Alexander 
(Stexvart) fon of Alexander Duke of Albany , who was a fon of King James II. was 
Bifhop of Moray , and a Prince in Spinie Palace, near to the middle of the fixteenth 
century, or about 1535. 
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TOWER and ROCK of CRAG GAN. 


R-FOREST affords a circle of about fifty miles, which contains a 
?nd m °^ mou ntainous tra£t of country, abounding in excellent pafture for deer, 
nQ , Covei Por game, which has been dedicated, from time immemorial, by its 
mQ n e , ° wners > t0 the pleafures of the chace in the hunting feafon. This is the 
an°i Ce |! t " Ca ^ d'drift " in Scotland, and comprehends fome of the loftiefl mountains 
the ] m °i i ' Ugge< ^ t * iat are the pifturefque and diftinguifhing charafteriftics of 
co- ft- ' ln< ^ coun tiies. On advancing into thefe Alpine regions, from the eaft 
the way °"° * 3an ^ s oP tb e Flee, there is a delightful and entertaining ride all 

CQ ^! la>lai ' ,: '^ j0 ^S e > near to the lofty rocks which form the pafs of Boliter , and 
and - 1 Ute one S ranc ^ entrance into the Highlands, is an excellent refting-place ; 

the be £ fi f ! ller ? af ° n istherefort of much company, who affemble to take 
■ , C ° ^ e m " m eral-water baths, and goat whey; whofe falutary effects, aided 

ie P ui enefs of the air, have been long experienced. 

uncommon^ tIienCe t0 Brae ' mar Ca P e is no lefs pleafant and amufing,. from the 

rural and the P r °fpefts wherewith one is furrounded, mingling every 

ZIZ majeft " beamy ° f ,andfca P e in alternate fucceffi °n, and often united in 

ikirts of Ie Rn r min§ farmSl embelliftin g banks of the river and the 

brows of rl ^ f °T 1 f lcafin S contraft Wlth the dark groves of pines, and bare 

mountains te ™ SS * d ^ appeanng above 5 the br5 g ht bl ^e tops of the diftant 
u auntains terminating the fcene. 

met f o7,f % B ?-T r C f’; Cr ;F" r ° ck ^ ilkh >»»*• *1- commence- 

almoft pro ' °{ n Td n amP C f0 r' ft) ft r tCheS d< ™ f™> a lofty mountain, 

which with , ’t , ' D “’ f0rmm 8 a toondary to fome meadow grounds ■ 

tCtJ ,t K“ f rf Wh ? "*« the <*«* of the crop feattefed along 

Glen-quoich and rh , at ,hc opening of the adjacent romantic valley of 

of piauretue imf J "7°" “i ’ f ° rm it ~ s ’ 1 “gether exhibit a profufion 
pictuiLique images, and of various landlcape. 

ft ’o b x'r n fo‘!::d pr t ecipic ? m f h fo ™ ,hc — «• “» 

J P he ‘ r f °““ d “ ,0 " ! > ^ ' he mrrents rufting through ; and fonftd 

D 2 

tutes 


tutes enclofures of rock — amphitheatres of folitude, in which one feems to enter 
into^the fublime of retirement, and complete feclufion from the world. 

A road is efFefting round the brow of the mountain which rifes from Craggan 
tower, and feparates Glcn-quoich from the valley where Mar Lodge is fituated, which 
is to wind through a large diffcri<£t of thefe wilds, and will yield a ride amidit fine 
affemblages of unufual lcenery. On afcending this mountain to its fummit (which 
is, however, a work of labour) one obtains a molt extenfive view of thefe Alpine 
regions. It is grand and elevating to behold the vaft range of mountains that are 
fpread around, majeftic, wild, and defolate ; the trees of other ages adding hoary 
greatnefs to the tops of the rocks 3 the clouds in mifty wreaths, mingling amid the 
dreadful {hades of their gigantic brows, frowning under regions of fnow, and 
where vegetation is for ever denied. — On the other hand, the Dee, with many a 
ferpentine turn, gliding through the rich and extenfive valley of Dale-more— that 
fpacious plain, encircled with the deeper verdure of the waving forefts, and 
crowded groves, which {hade the winding banks of the river — together with the 
neat hunting-feat, which Lord Fife has adorned with fo much tafte— charm and 
refrefli the eye, amidft the boundlefs profpedt of uncultivated hills. 
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OBELISK at GOLSPIE. 


on the ha^ the feat of the family of Sutherland, beautifully fituated 

<° be fee„ W il th ' ^ ° f «« oppofrte » Met-neJ,; "here are 

The village of r :he moft ru mptuous of thefe ancient Caledonian monuments, 
foon as Chriftianlt ^ ^ ^ m '* es U P the Firth from Dunrolin Cafile \ and 
^ere was a chanef ° b . taxned a f °° Un S in thefe parts, as the religion of the country, 
Scotland • and np ^ Ullc at Goj/pie, dedicated to St. Andrew, the tutelar faint of 

other carved mon" ^ Sr ° U ,' ld ° n whi - ch the cha P el ftood > amid th e remains of 

rated , andaZr S T, “ °” e °" whkh the fi S ures are b „t little obli.e- 
P cntation of them is given in the annexed plate. 

ftands a poll or nolp ^ 0n tbe r 'ght, holds a crofs in his one hand, and before it 
fefemblincr an k arner “ w ^ xt: him and a ferocious animal, fomething 

imply that the crof r i^k u- ^ emb * ems ’ and the attitude, would feem to 
all tlLir f ury a tenet wh” h n though attacked by wild beads in 

the fir ft preTchers of ri ‘ ch would be a natural fuggeftion from the doftrine of 
Pointi ngTo7"rthth '"I, Th “ in the other hand holds a knife, 

Portance in which the canf S f if™ ablllty a falmon > alluding to the early im- 
becaufe the monument f fT ^ held ' Here ic is P e -liarl y applicable, 
Sutherland in which t 1 'r f u™ *! ° nC ° f the moft S ently § lidin g rivers in 
P-m to fp^rn a ^e foo rn'f r /i/* ^ ** m ^ This ™ would 
worthy of his care thin Te f , x? fymb ° Uzed by the head of. a deer, as lefs 

the remarks liven ! th f £ Fr ° m the hiero S Iy P hic over him (admitting 
import of that ftran”e firmlTr'" ^ aVe validit y fufficient to eftablifb the 

great renown ; andfLohl wT^ ‘rj T' r5rmboli ~ a l of writing, imply his 

mory, wilhed him to 1* n- \ 311 ec ^ tb,s mon timent to be erefted to his me- 

the vifionary exploits of IhTn /hl kf * remarkable in th e annals of Fame, than 
Ported them to be -—for tl • mghtS ° f the ° rd ? r ° f the Ele P hant had re- 

hiftorical anecdotes* wrnl tv narraUon ^ concerning this order, along with other 
'he countries is ° h u TT ^ “mmunicatfons be,„i« 

held in high eftimatlon. ' “ 0l,bted; and *e infigma of knighthood, of courfc, 

JJ ' 


The 


The ornament at the top of this, and feveral others of thefe carved ftones* 
have fome peculiarities, which merit a particular difcufiion ■, which, with the con- 
nefted circles, and other embellifhments under the figures defcribed, muft be the 
fubjedt of future difquifitions, with plates, when thefe emblems may be placed to- 
gether, and compared. For no remarks on any one of thefe ornaments would be 
fufficient to efbablifh the theory of their allufion ; of which an obferver will be 
readily convinced, by looking at the plate, when told that the carving at the top 
is intended to reprefent the figure of a crown. 
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aculeated aphrodite. 


T a ^ s TI. 25, of Worms, this remarkable one is fpecified by Mr. Pen- 
tc fur^h em P ha V ca,1 y defcribed “ cloathed on the back with fhort brown 
tc f U t- 1 e r' eS W ' tb r * cb P avonaceous green hairs, mixed with {harp fpines ; each 
cc T ronIllt s of a faciculus of fpines, and on each fide about thirty fix; grows to 
the 1 e0gth ° f between four and inches.” The reprefentation therefore in 
oni * ate ,^ * s tbe full-grown fize of the animal; and after the above, it is 
y needfui more minutely to difieft its ftrufture, and defcribe its diftinguifliing 
v.11 1 an ties, than could have been confiftent with the plan of a general 


eMm Cr ) on e fortunately falls in with this worm in full health and beauty, the gor- 
f 1K , „li^° athm S wblcb adorns its Tides, when feen near the furface of the water, 

few evpn m th i C d r 7> haS m U 3 charmin S brightnefs and luftre, with which 
on the breath 6 1°^^ Can COm P are - The var y in S gloffydyes that (bine 

glow nor V nd neCk ° f the DOVe, and the fineft 0f the Pack’s plumage, 
face of u , g T e [ 7™** ° f Prlfmatic tints > than beam from ^e floating fur- 
this comeous 1 athmg ° f th ; S WOrm — The pavonaceous hairs, which compofe 

“ hUman b - » exceedingly Lr 

formkvt/ 00 ^ C ° nfiftS °n a fadCUluS ° f fpines >” difpofed with elegance and uni- 
cla W o 7 ° rde ' L™ a ? B B B > e f 8 > where the extremity of the feet, with their 
arecT ‘ e ' mgmfied ln feveral views - The moft numerous row of fpines ee 
generally nine in number ; the fecond row almoft invariably five as at f f ■ and 

ftr=„"t'l C r W ' ; n T' b ' f0Ca,, ' d - iS f “ mifl ' Cj wlt h three fpin^of greater 
the nmr-A d r IZe t , han the ° therSj S S g - At a httle diftance from the fpines on 

griftlv than Vfn ^ ^ * fpUr ° f * h ° rny fubftance > but more foft ’and 

or Je/oft rp^'“ S - iv l' S a r“ Kd ““ * d 0- A .Von, view of ,h= 

^ii7^et n , e h ! ’ G Wh I n rr aed fr ° m J the fCet - are fr ° m inch to a 

verv Wu • j H ’ ° ! d When examined by the microfcope, are feen to be 

compared! Tht ’.T ■ m ° r ' TT tha " the fineft needle with »Mch .hey are 
. nave m general the appearance of burnilhed fteel, heated to a 

purple 


purple tinge, as fifliing-hooks ; but when very highly magnified, are feen to have 
fome transparency, like amber, and grooves in their fides ; and have therefore a 
ftriking refemblance to the quills of the procupine, as G g. 

But there is yet another Angularity in this wonderful claw, that mayftill requir L 
a more particular illuftration. When the feet are diffe&ed, in the middle of each 
there is found a tubular fpine, of a bright yellow, like fine brafs, and femi-tranf' 
parent. With this tubular fpine, reprefented at F, the other folid ones are con- 
nected by cartilaginous fubftances, which fpread as mufcular fibres into the bod)' 
of the animal. 

The fpines of the central claw are the whole length of the tubular one, unit‘d 
at the end ; but the others fpring from a joint in the middle, as pointed out afi k 
of E and F. On the fkin, without this joint, is placed the fpur d d. 

1 - 

It is probable that the cavity of the tubular fpine may be a conveyance throug 11 
which Nature has appointed it to extract juices from thofe fubftances which lC 
can penetrate with its fpines ; for a wonderful ceconomy is obfervable in the ftruC' 
ture of that implement. But their manner of life is fo reluctantly practifed, whe* 1 
they fuffer all the inconveniencies of change of pafture and climate, which they 
muft do ere they come under human inflection, that it is no wonder we Ihould be 
fometimes at a lofs to determine the ufe and importance of their furprifing 
culties. 

The above may appear too minute an inveftigation of the foot of a fea-wornn \> 
but it is thefe minutiae in the ftructure of marine bodies which remains to be d»' 
dofed. 
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P L &s CA R D I N ABBET. 

l’ lu J‘“ rdi "‘ now belonging to the Earl of Fife, is 0 f f everal 
‘he fouth of the * 1 r ? hm S U P amon g ‘he hills, about an hour’s ride diftant, to 
in ‘he thirteenth rT? ° f 7™' W3S devoted b 7 Alexander II . King of Scotland . 
‘hofe religious or \ Ury \ al °" g WIth /everal other adjacent lands, to the fupport of 
‘he knowledw f ^ who ^ e e ftablifhments were not only the means of diffufing 
and °f cultivating ' C r Su P reme > as manifefted by the great Author of Chriftianity ; 
be tter difp 0 Qtion b ofe P leties °f ‘he heart, which promote and encourage every 
^culture and • , ^ their abodes were alfo ^ feminaries of art and fcience; 
teac hers might delict' 7 7 ? encoura S cd b 7 the monafteries, however the facred 
blif hments were often ft ^1 Tu *** “ contem P lative leifu ‘e. Thefe royal efta- 
fupported bv amn 7 7 ^ and the ^onafteries and convents 

^ir 0 „ s of Elgin were nee e endo ^^ ents - The rich province of Moray, and the en- 
thei r religious S, ^ by ^ fum P tuous and extent of 

Fria ‘s, in Elgin, eftabliftied J/ S * ‘ be k n 8 in S to a convent of Franci/can 

and afford fpacious apartment gander II. are many of them ftill habitable, 
ornamental, i n a nob i e Gothic S the remains of the adjoining church are highly 

within hft ft te^fte nt the^f ^ * pri ° ry : the Prior > a L°‘d of Regality 
alone ’- he waTtempor^and f J 31 ! eth ^ e . n * n tbe precinfts were accountable to him 
Wi'hout the concurrence of Eh^Bilhop^of with or 

Th - 

down! drctuy m afl°l‘ hC "“T™ b “ ildings ad j° ini "S “ *= church, ftretch 

field, and forming an. i r I- bl * Pbe wa ^ s » mclofing a verv fertile 
grown ruins, thofe fcoundarie^witho 't 77 ^ ^ h ° ary folem nity of mofs- 
ri ght to go. But this choice & n • U |, W - lcb n ° ne but tbe dignified clergy had a 
and pleafure ; and, in their Hate ofhol ' f' ‘V alolftered rnonks both recreation 

- ** - zsbec -rsxra 

penitential 


penitential days of abftinence from animal food, to whofe obfervation they were 
folemnly bound. 


On Grange Hill there was a cell of Monks belonging to this priory, who u 
about doing good,” not being confined as the clauftral ones. Each of thefe, befid° s 
cloathing, and money to purchafe feparate articles, had an allowance of aben^ 
twenty bolls of meal yearly; fo that, as their vow of a final relinquilhment of 
the vanities and delights of life could not admit of that extravagance which the de- 
fire of luxuries occafions, they would have abundance to give to the ftranger and 
the fatherlefs, while, after the example of their Divine Inftrudtor, they adminiftere 0 
the confolations of the gofpel to the poor. It will give fome idea of the extend 
revenue dedicated to this priory, to remark, that, befides monied rent nearly equah 
they were yearly ferved with feventy chaldersof vittual, and two hundred barrels 01 
falmon. 


At the Reformation, the Earl of Dunfermline obtained the fuperiority, rent, an 
patronage of Flufcardin , 1595 ; the property was difpofed to the Earl of Caithnef> 
1662; and, being purchafed, in the beginning of the following century, by his an' 
ceftors, continues in the pofleflion of the Earl of Fife , who is at all manner of pai° s 
to prevent the venerable remains of that ruined pile of facred buildings from falli 0 ^ 
into farther decay — a circumftance of refpedt to thefe fplendid monuments of ^ 
•original eftabliihments of Chriftianity in the country, which has been too li^ 6 
ftudied. 






0 Co'r&i/n*/)’' fow*' 


GLEN-MO RE-IS TOON. 


T' , E r ‘ de from h " Jtn ‘f s to Fort Augujtus, by the north fide of Loch-tufs, is no 
lefs pidturefque and amufing than that on the fouth. The firft ft age is in the 
a ant valley o t Glen-Urquhart, where the loch widens into a bay; the next is in 
* n - m °re-iJioon , i. e. " The Valley offteep Rocks.” 

thof here 1S 4 natlve wddnefs in thcfe charadteriftic appellations, which diftinguilhes 

fomeri em ° te r dlftn£lS n0 than the rugged a PP eara nce of the fcenery ; and implies 
Veil; 1Ing an origin£d ftate of country, which enhances the entertainment of tra- 
thefri 1 r ° USh 1C ' The m0Untains which form the boundary of the loch between 
n 0 ki g , S L J are lofty> rugged > and precipitous; the declivities from the cliffs are 
chan , thed WUh tImber 5 3midft thefe the torrents > Naming in their deep-worn 

by the, ' r th0 “8 h 'W « ever commanding 


which ftews itf ' lf "><>« remarkably among the trees, is called Aik- 
J t ’ , . ^ he Stream °f Flrs where it falls from the cliffs, a ftone arch is thrown over 
Uch the 7 call Trochet-ne-creiketrenijh , « The Bridge of the Rock of Woods.” 

’Y'l 

°Pen e Craggy fr0nt of the one m0llntain which bounds Ghn-mre-iJtoon , where it 
glen S ’ t0 Loch ~ ne f J ’ conhfting of vaft cliffs of horrid grandeur frowning over the 
andh' S u Ca Cd Crai S; Kinian > " The Giants Rock.” On the other fide, a very fteep 
th ea ' g u lU> tQwering u P into a P eak of rock, projefting to the fouth, has received 
it mav r atl ° n Stroan ' Muich > " The Swine’s Snout;” though it is very probable 
y iurpafs the compafs of the traveller’s fancy to trace the refemblance. 

inJ s n tbe ° pemng into Glen-more-iftocn there is an extenfive range of regular build- 
an* 3 inlV * C - ° ne * S ratker f ur P r Ted to find in fo wild and remote a fituation. It was 
ra £erh ^ ° f thC tmfteeS f ° r the rnana £ etnent of the forfeited eftates, to encou- 
atld o J e , mduftr - V ofthe Hi g h l™d laffes, to inftrudt them in a fuperior ftile of fpinning 
them th Cr K° mCftiC ° n P ur P°f e to render their time of greater value, and fhew 
further^. ene ^ ts dd *g ence and activity — a leflon they ftill want much to learn * 
the f eat C ^ lldln S s are now only ufelefs monuments of a laudable defign, and are not 
re nder then ^ con ^ ldera ^ e m anufadture, which fuitable attention might certainly 
S<9 
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The Fall of the river More-ipon is about a mile from where it runs into Loch-nefs . 
There is here a much larger body of water than that which conftitutes the Fall of 
Pyers • and the rocks being farther afunder, the torrent has a widespread, and is 
fcparated by a large rock in its fall. This is not precipitated from fuch a height 
nor is the furrounding fcenery entirely fo magnificent as that of the other; but will 
perhaps, in general, be viewed with no lefs pleafure. One can advance near enough 
to fee the full effedt of this noble cafcade, without leaving the level walks on the 
banks of the river; a circumftance which would weigh with numbers againft the 
more awful fcale on which the glen of Fyers is laid out, but which muff be feen 
from lefs comfortable fituations. 

Here alfo an additional fubjed of fome amufement is frequently met with— 
voung lads, furnifhed with pikes, and poles with large hooks on them, make an 
advantageous recreation of catching the falmon which attempt to fpring up the 
Fall • unconfcious of its infurmountable height, they repeat thefe unavailing efforts, 
until fome of thofe, who have attained dexterity in the art of ftriking them with the 
dart, will in a few hours bring ten or a dozen of them to the bank. 
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CARVED STONE at DYKE , 


AND 


TIARAS of different Nations, 


T H E ornament at the top of the obeliflc reprefented in the plate of the former 
Number, and here made the central figure at top, is one of the moil elegant 
thefe trophies, that occupy the more diftinguifhed departments of thefe monu- 
ment s. When thefe are compared together, they have no fuch general refemblance 
^ould chara&erife them to be of one and the fame import ; yet they apparently 
’ ave fuch diftinguiihing features as may enable thofe who perufe them with atten- 
tl0n > and are a little acquainted with the ftile in which even familiar objefts are 
le P r efented, in the ancient fculptures and drawings of rude ages, to trace their 
°'' 1 g>n and reference, and the archetypes from whence they are derived. In this 
P ate are therefore given two concomitant rows of figures, between which there is 
evident uniformity and correfpondence in defign, as would be very unaccount- 
. e > if the one fet had not, by fome means or other, been derived as copies or 
Stations of the former. 

^ "The row termed Caledonian is copied from thofe carved monuments, in the 
° r th of Scotland , now under confideration. The other row, termed continental, 
,c k are compofed of lines of fuch correfponding form, are fimilar Iketches taken 
as ° m au thentic reprefentations of the bonnets, tiaras, or crowns of Emperors, &V. 
s figured on carved monuments, glafs paintings, and in the drawings on ma- 
Cr 'pts, done on the Continent at feveral periods, from the eighth to the twelfth 
j ntUr ies, confequently rather previous to the seras of the fculptures under review, 
and V. are crowns of Charlemagne, and other nearly cotemporary Emperors, 
is on the figure that terminates the ancient feeptre of France-, and IV. is 
n tfie feal 0 f Lotharius the King. 

*** r °ws, copied in rude conformity to the drawings of the originals, exhibit 
,, -fiiug of the progrefs of tafte.— -The original tiara of princes was a very fimple 
ref . e > i ts ornaments unoftentatious. As arts improved, and the tafte of grandeur 

‘‘‘ ec ^ r ficy enriched the diadem with precious ftones, amidft ornamental foliage 
d flowers, 

41 
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The 


The Caledonian Chief, who was wont to deck his bonnet with a feather, and a 
ribbon-flower, would be fond of thefe additional marks of diffindtion, conferred by 
ornaments of fuperior workmanfhip and defign; and with no lefs ambition would 
thofe emblems of honour be imitated on their monumental Hones. 

A and B are on Hones in the county of Mar , near to the Hill of Benachie ; 
C and D, near to Goljpe in Sutherland ; E, on the beautiful and entire obelifk near 
to Sandwich Caftle , on the coafl of Rojsjhire. 

It is remarkable, that the farther North, the richer and more elaborate are the 
embellilhments of thefe obelifks : but that only becomes a confideration of any im- 
portance, as it ferves to elucidate the probability of the account given by Torpheus*, 
that the expeditions from the Continent were the channel by which a knowledge of 
the finer arts, and of ChriHianity, firfl fpread the comfort of their light over the 
North o { Scotland i and confequently gives additional validity to the pofitions laid 
down in thefe Hridtures, concerning feveral of the hieroglyphics and fymbols that 
are chofen as the diflinguilhed ornaments of the carved monuments exhibited, 
viz. that they derived their origin from the illuminations of Miffals, and other ma- 
nufeript books, brought from the Continent in the eleventh and twelfth centuries f. 

Of the elephant-like figure which appears in the middle of the Hone, of which 
a reprefentation is given in the plate, enough has been already narrated ; and of the 
fo elaborate embellifhment, which is carved over it, no conjedture is offered. The 
connedted fliields and feeptres, as they are varioufly exhibited on other monuments, 
will afford fubjedt of future difquifition. This Hone is in the higheH prefervation, 
having lain on its face in fand from time immemorial. It is at prefent in the 
church-yard of Dyke, near to Forres, in Moray . The reverfe of it is a richly- 
ornamented crofs : it has evidently therefore been railed in the obelifk Hile, and is 
but the upper half broken off. 

* Antiquities and Scenery of Scotland, page 142, 143* 


f Ibid. 123. 
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SCOLOPETSDRA.. 


SCOLOPENDRJ. 


depths of the ocean teem with myriads of animated beings, almoft infinite 
and ln Var * et y» which fabricate their feveral lodgings with the greateft dexterity 
ta ^ e ’ Numbers of thefe live and die immoveably fixed to the fame rocks, 
the natUres not admitting of any loco-motive power; yet, wherever dredged up, 
f U j t aL, Ie v ig°rous and healthy, and give no fign of having languifhed for want of 
'The 6 re ^ refllments - They live on atoms which are floated along with the tide. 
fuft e WaterS of . tbe fea are abundantly impregnated with various exuvU, to yield 
a nd ^n Ce t0 * ts "serous inhabitants in their every ftate. By the continual flux 
tefid^ • 3nd Pevcral rnoverne nts of the tide, thofe animals which have a fixed 

thofe ^ * n ° nC ^P 01 ' 5 are as P lentiful] y Applied with choice of nourifhment, as 
who can travel and run about in fearch of it. 


(as th examinin S fuch art >des, brought from the depth of fifty fathoms water 
that th° C ° f Whidl a re P refentation is g iven in the annexed plate) it is manifefi; 
ftone Cy / fe not fub J ea: to an 7 violent agitations of the fea: for the perforated 
had nog ° ld fhelIS ’ ° n Wh ‘ ch thefe beautiful /^olopendra have fixed their refidence, 
the und 5660 conne<aed with a °y rock > bl,t had lain on a bottom of mud and fand ; 
tati 0tls er f art op tbem bein g of a dirt y blue, and void of all appearance of incruf- 
thefe they muft therefore have remained for years on the fame fide : but were 
ahov e ex P oPed t0 the agitations of the ocean that are raifed by ftorms, the 
rana er) appearanccs could not have taken place. Indeed the whole ftrufture and ar- 
He*ev of thefe delicate vermicular fhells, and of the beautiful and tender corals 
Waves • k 3re i n t er woven, is utterly incompatible with the a&ion of ftormy 
’ their dwellings are in valleys of undifturbed tranquillity. 


t Wen t y tbe ^’^ ance oP Several miles along the coaft, and probably to the depth of 
the ft 0 ° r Pat h orns > the bottom may be agitated, and feel the influence of 

«ot r ei Y) 1Tl y Wind and temped ‘ but far beyond that, the raging of the furface does 
nu mberl f aWy dlfturb the tranquil flow of the waters in the deep. Of that fadt 
teffive f C s . ev *dences occur among the variety of articles dredged up— -of which fuc- 
^ Pectmens will occur in thefe delineations. 


A certain 




A certain circulation, however, of all the waters in the ocean, to the greateft 
depths, is abfolutely neceffary to the exiftence of thofe animals which have a fixed 
refidence at the bottom : but this their general means of renewed life and nourilh- 
ment, fo indifpenfably requifite to the health and beauty of the innumerable orders 
of thefe living flowers, will continue for their prefcrvation, as long as the fun and 
moon endure, which are the caufes of it. 


The cafual arrangements of thefe beautiful and elegant ammals, and the.r habi- 
tations, have fomething in them extremely ornamental, intereftmg, and pleafan - 

the artlefs difpofition of the feveral abodes they occupy ; home fpr.ng.ng forth with 
infant life and tendernefs i others, through age, hardemng into l.felefs ftone and 
marble-yield endlefs fubjeas of fpeculation, and charming fpecimens of the won 
derful variety and change thac takes place among the works of Nature. 


The whole ftruSure of the Scolopenira, the texture of its tentacula, its manne 
of expanfion, and retreat into its fhell, have fuch affinity and refemblance to the 
form and operations of th tfmgular Polype of the firft Number, that they nee n 
be more particularly fpecified.-a and B are different views of the animal ; A, 1 

fucker magnified; C, a more particular expreffion of the fine fpecies of coral » 

and D merely exhibits the various wreathings of thefe fhells round each other, 
hering to a deferred cockle, and a ftone perforated by the pholas, EF, 


* 
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VIEW from the South of the SAW-MILL in 

GLEN-MORE. 

SfVlE -MORE, in one of the moft inland parts of Elginjhire, is the opening 
of a large winding valley, firetching along the banks of the Spey towards 
. a fi^ e -Grant : The high-road from Edinburgh to Invernejs pafles through it, and the 
lnn there is well furnifhed, has good accommodation, and is well fupplied with 
CVer y neceffary refrefhment for travellers. 


A little way to the fouth, within view of the inn, rifes Crag-ailichie , a rocky 
*^° u nt, famous as the rendezvous of the clan Grant, when they affembled on war- 
Ke enterprize. The name, therefore, was handed down (as is ufual in the feveral 
1 rifts of the Highland countries) as a kind of watch-word to roufe the zeal of the 
an > when the property of any of its members was attacked, or their perfons in- 
red. To ca ji out t ] ie f e paroles, when in difficulty or diftrels, was to adjure the 
Carers (if Q f the name) by all the ties of fealty and kindred, to affift and deliver j 


an 


ail d to talk lightly of thefe paroles, their ftandards of honour, was confidered as 
.dignity, to be obliterated by all the feverities that unrelenting revenge could 
lr *flift o n the offender. 

*There is a pleafant enough ride, for a day and a half, from the coafl at Gordon 
^ e to Avie-more ; for the moil of the way along the river fide, and in the courfe 
j w hich the road paffes through the openings of many of thofe fine vallies, where, 
. a former age, the merry and mufical inhabitants of thefe retired and fruitful dif- 
e n. C S ^ a ^ indulged, in their recreations, thofe lively tunes, which are yet held in 
ar ^ ee,Tl as powerful to exhilarate, and animating to infpire the fprightly dance ; and 
e ftiflinguifhed by the title of Strath-Spey Reels. 

cu ^ on ffona Avie-more to Glen-more, the Spey is to be croffed at Rothiemur- 

ar^ ^ eat °f a g°°d Highland eftate ; and a guide obtained for a conductor, as there 
e feveral miles of pathlefs woods, and of a rocky deiart, interfperfed with fwampy 
^ ° ll nds, which render the proper paths difficult to be found, but by thole who 
Ve frequently travelled through the wafte. 

0ti( f^ ter Wa ndering, for fome hours, through that rugged and dreary folitude, when 
a dvances along the brow of the hill which firft gives the opening of Glen-more, 

JF and 


and looks into that rich and noble valley, furrounded with lofty grey mountains, 
cloathed with dark extenfive woods ; the ruggedeft rocks towering high at intervals 
among them, and leffening into fainter tints towards the azure fpread of their more 
diftant and clouded fummits — the flocks and herds grazing in the deep hollows of 
the green paftures beneath — cottages amid trees and corn-fields, on the banks of the 
rivulets — a ruftic hunting feat, with environs, pointing it out to be the temporary 
refidence of the Duke of Gordon , the proprietor of the foreft and the glen, in the 
feafon when he comes to enjoy the pleafures of the chace; for thefe mountains 
plentifully abound both with deer and game — workmen feen bufy on the declivities, 
felling the larger trees ; with infinite labour concluding the timber to the mill, or 
guiding the planks, already cut, down the ftreams to Loch-Morlich> a charming 
fpread of water, which fills the middle of the valley, furrounded with- the moft ro- 
mantic trees, fcattered along its fandy fhores ; many fallen, or whitening in all the 
hoary greatnefs of decaying age — Thefe all combine to prefent at once to the afto- 
nifiied beholder, a moft majeftic and animating, a pidurefque and delightful fcene. 

The drawing of the view, given in the annexed plate, was taken from the opening 
of a narrow winding glen, or gully, occafioned by the channel of a rivulet being 
worn deep into the hill, by many a winter torrent rufhing from the impending 
mountain. The profpect of a gravelly cliff in front, crumbling down from under 
the brufh wood, and from among variety of lofty trees, which wave over the preci- 
pice, contrafted with the groves that cloath the adjacent mountains, and enriched 
with the fpread of the rivulet leading to the Saw-mill, feemed an inviting fubjeft 
to convey fome general idea of thefe ftrange wilds. 

Over the above-mentioned deep chafin, in the declivity of the mountain, worn 
down with the floods of ages, fome immenfely large decayed trees are fallen ; and 
now withered to a fiver grey, ftripped of their bark and foliage, form a fpecies of 
bridges of moft Angular and romantic appearance. Some of thefe, in falling, have 
torn up the foil with their enormous roots, and by that means ftones and ftirubs,- 
with variety of fcattered foliage, are fufpended in the air, and, if ftudioufly imitated,' 
would have a remarkable good effeft in wild landfcape ; a flight Iketch of fome, as 
a fpecimen, is given on the left of the reprefentation in the plate. 













CHAPTER-HOUSE of the CATHEDRAL 
CHURCH of ELGIN, in MORAL. 

fertile province was the chofen feat of many eccleliaftical eftabliihments; 
^ and the environs of Elgin yielded many a pleafing refidence, which were early 
v oted to the preferments of the evangelical clergy. Here the Chriftian inftitution 
e a cohfiderable degree of importance in the thirteenth century. 

gyj 1 t ^ le year 12,24, the building of the Church now under confideration was be- 
ac Wn an ^ ^° r ^ evera ^ y ears am ple contributions were raifed, from every quarter, to 
a hdh -t ^ S teni P^ e * n a Sumptuous ftile of grandeur, fuited to the venerable Jfhrine 
f 0rm ® a ^ar of God to be placed there. The edifice was extenfive ; as ufual, in 
b rea r°, *J eru Jalem or Paffion crofs ; extending 0.64. feet in length, and 114 in 
ip ■ * be *S b tof ^0 central tower, including the fpire, 198. A broad pave- 
houf e Urroun ded the inclofure of the Church, and on the outfide were arranged the 
y arc j es . °f th e dignified clergy, which thus formed a fpacious oblong fquare, 900 
a nd d 'f C ' rcuit ’ a ^°fty wall, in which were four gates, well contrived for fecurity 
th e c ence ’ inclofed the whole, and gave it the effect of a ftrong fortrefs, guarding 
lan <Wies of devotion. 

,n el^ ^^ a P ter_ h°ufe, of which a particular view is given in the annexed plate, is 
Wi^ f 3nt ° aa S on > °f about 40 feet diameter, and equally high, communicating 

th e o- ^ c ' 10 ’ r b y a veftry and vaulted pafiage, which alfo led into the avenues of 
§ re at altar. 

The 

fup D ro °^ c °nfifts of an affemblage of Gothic arches, forming an ample dome, 
c °ats : f Ct ^ a ^ ne centra ^ column, elaborately fluted ; neat carvings of various 
Wh 0 armS are P^ acec ^ round the capital (probably the infignia of thofe characters 
*Phef e f le mo ^- forward -in promoting the embellifhments of the facred edifice). 
0r m a rich and uncommon chapiter to the pillar. 

The 

foliage Wlnc ^ 0ws °f this are very fpacious ; and from the remains of the ornamental 
of ' nto which the ftone divifions had been carved, there is expreflive evidence 
hand avin g been defigned and executed with great tafte, and by a mafterly 


the rniddi n ° rt ^ wa ^ 3re the venerable niches, with the feats of the fpiritual court ; 

e 0ne Is raifed fome fteps higher, as the cathedra veritatis , and more digni- 
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fied feat of the Bifliop of the diocefe. Thefe are faid, and with probability, to 
have been lined with wainfcot, and adorned with gold and crimfon ; which are long 
ago removed or crumbled into duft. 

O 


In the more early periods of the evangelical eftablilhments, it was of peculiar 
importance to deliberate with the united wifdom of the facred order, to whom the 
charge and care erf promoting thefe inftitutions were devolved, in what ways they 
could mod fuccefsfully promote the great ends of their appointment. In every 
diocefe, therefore, feme diftinguiffied apartment was allotted, where the chapter 
Ihould meet in council, to weigh the utility and importance of the feveral regula- 
tions propofed : Thefe convocations of the minifters of the Divine teftimony, were 
of o-reat confequence to their union of defign in ordaining rules and confuting netf 
eftablilhments. Thefe councils being held near the epifcopal refidence, and the 
Bifliop prefiding in the chief chair, the cathedra of fpiritual authority, gave to the 
adjacent temple, in which he officiated, the title of the Cathedral Church ; am 
thefe were more or lefs magnificent in proportion to the extent of the diocefe : Ther * 
the high altar was ferved with fuperior pomp, approached with deeper awe, am 
enriched with more coftly ornaments. By thefe means, in early times, the facret 
promulgations were rendered more folemn, and their great Author commemorated 

with devouter adoration. 


This diocefe extended over the vaft ftretch of the rich province of Moray, and 
included alfo great part of the county of Banff, and of the Hikes of Invernefs and 
Nairn. It was, therefore, anobjeft of high importance, even in the view of tn 
Roman pontiff and conclave; it offered eligible fettlements to their favourites ; a 
they caufed contributions to be levied on the continent, that the temple in Mo V 
might be adorned with the moft elaborate exertions of art and archiied! 

grandeur. 


The Chapter-houfe and Choir are of its moft entire remains. They having efcap' 
ed the ruin of its falling towers, which have buried the greateft part of the ref 
the edifice in irrecoverable oblivion. 
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CORALS and SPONGES. 


and B. b. are fpecimens of fponges. C. D. E. of corals. The work of 

*•* the moft furprizingly minute artificers in the creation, adhering to ftones 

fiiells, covered over with incruftations, formed by myriads of the coralline 

tribes. 


the bottom of the deep all nature is alive. Far as the fun’s influence can pe- 
^ etr ate the ocean, there are great variety of vegetables ; beyond the profpeCt opened 
y the loweft ebb, the rocks are cloathed with thefe, and they often extend many 
nflred yards into the main, more or lefs, in proportion to the depth of water. 
Wl thin a very few miles of thefe rocky fhores, the region of vegetation ends ; 
pother fcene of things feems to take place, and life is found pervading every fub- 
atlCe ' In thofe fields of life, where all animating principles are awake in full 
Co e ;§y> no production merely vegetable can long find a place ; they would foon be 
ere d over with incruftations formed by the innumerable orders of living crea- 
es which there fpread their habitations. Grant that the feeds of plants were 
at tered numerous as the particles of fand that fall from the friable rock, they 
11 d be inftantly devoured or choaked by the ever-fpreading encroachments of 
0 j. Cor alline webs. And alfo, if the feed fhould not be deftroyed by the energies 
1 n^ e Cora ^ race, they would be fwallowed up by Je/faLc and fcolopendra or at 
a their fhelly bindings would inevitably cut off the progrefs of the riling plant. 


t being before maintained, that the depths of the ocean are regions of perpetual 
t j^ n Ability it is now to be obferved, that they are indeed realms of life — that 
re the powers of vegetation can find no olace to unfold, and are therefore for 

* Ver ceafed. 

fupp 0rt 0 y a p fafts merit our firft and principal regard. In advancing 

are re ^ earc hes from the coaft, firft vegetables cloathed with life, fucceed to thofe that 
tVe ^ erfe< My inert ; at fome diftance beyond the range of thefe, no vegetable what- 
ls lound. Among all the variety of fubftances dredged up from forty and 
th ^ ^ t ^ om water, no organized forms are difcoverable void of life ; but they are 
^° r oughiy replenilhed with productions of moft elegant workmanlhip, which 
«, at,le life at every pore. “ The aCtive legions of thefe wonderful artificers, that 
« rt ^° r ever engaged in adorning their poffeflions in the depths of the fea, would 
n ° c a H°w any fubftance, perfectly inert, to remain uncloathed upon,” 

But 




But life is there as varioufly formed, as are the herbs of the field. There living 
creatures affume the infinitely diverfified appearances of the vegetable kingdom. 
There (if it be allowable to exprefs it fo) life is needful to fupport the forms of 

vegetation. 

Amongft innumerable maffes of ftones, and pieces of coral rock, covered over 
with arrangements of molt beautiful productions, never did one article come under 
infpeCtion,°but was confeffedly of animal conftruCtion. Did vegetables exift in thefe 
deep places, fome of them muft have been difcovered during a refearch of years. 

Thefe introductory remarks feemed needful to many of the following inveftiga- 
tions ; and have, therefore, been premifed in this and the former Number. There 
is, therefore, given in the plate a reprefentation of fome of the finer fpecies of corals 
and fponges j and the general appearance of the cells of the coral legions, where- 
with the {hells, and {tones, and rocks, in deep water, are almoft wholly over-run- 
Thefe are fomewhat magnified, to allow their various form to be the more diftinCtly 
marked ; but when hereafter feverally examined, the wonders of their ftruCture will 
more amply unfold, and the faculties of their aCtive inhabitants will then alfo come 
under our review. 


r 








Monument m ross-shire. 


^J^HEvery fingular, the fumptuous and elegant ornaments, which conftitute the 
fu l border this finely-carved ftone, are effetfted with fuch elaborate care, and 
& ■ a, anc ^ u ^ addrefs, as render it peculiarly remarkable, and entitle it to a diftin- 
ecl rank among the moft valuable antiquities of the nation. 

^tnb' 6 ^ ran ^ e tbe rnarginal embellifhments, the almoft unprecedented 

as Nations of waving lines and animals, are perhaps as great a fubjeft of curiofity 
Ptni!^ atlc ' ent piece of fculpture can afford. It lies on the eaftern coaft of the 
f e ln ^ a °f Rofs-Jhire , which terminates in Tarbet-nefs, a few miles fouth from the 
of Mr - M‘Leod, of Guineas. 

ther Car tbere had been eredted a chapel, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, of which 
Ottered ruins alone remain, in a feemingly fweet, but now forlorn retirement *. 

f r0rn S . plain, almoft on a level with the beach, is flickered on the one hand, 
Proff 1 a n ° rth and b y rifin g grounds ; on the other, it is open to a boundlefs 
exnir oft he ocean, ftretching along the eaftern horizon ; and has therefore a fine 
Ure towards the rifing fun. 

ad a p t ° ^ ^tuations, in the infancy of religion, in every age, were delighted in, as well 
Ihon C t0 t nv ite the early votaries to pay their orifons when the firft beams of day 
e round the altar. 

Th 

gi V e n * S obe HH c Is but a few miles diftant from the one, of which a delineation is 
lri the fecond Number, adorned with a fumptuous crofs. 

^ f ®tf«»J emar k e d, in the twelfth letter of The Antiquities and Scenery of the North of 
thefe 1 ’ t ^ at tbe I'gbtnefs and elegance of fome of the waving ornaments found on 
they , Jnumen tal ftones, the elaborate execution of the foliages, and the evidences 
ar tifls^’ lVe bein S ra ‘fed by a mafteriy hand, bear teftimony to the abilities of 
that th P 311 ear] y P er lod of improvement in tafte and defign ; and clearly fhew 
in north ° rnarnenta l ar ts had been cultivated with confiderable attention and care 
er n Caledonia , in an age of which we have no annals. 

* See Antiquities and Scenery, p. 65, 66, 
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Some 


Some time after the thoufandth year of the Chriftian tera, and before the thir- 
teenth century, mod of thefe obelifks would appear to have been erefted j and as 
they give evidence of the genius and capacity of the artifts employed in the carving 
of them, we cannot fuppofe that they would work fymbolical figures on them with 
fuch care, if the import of thefe figures had not been generally underftood; for as 
they had not the knowledge of letters, to enable them by infcriptions to perpetuate 
the memory of perfons and events, it is not to be doubted but thefe hieroglyphics* 
forms are the traces of a language, or fpecimens of imagery at the time compf e ' 
hended, however difficult it may be now for us to unravel their meaning. Theie 
oblervations are applied to the fceptres and circles above the figures for the 
hunting of the deer and the founding of the horns need no illuftration; only, p er ' 
haps, it is worthy of fome notice, that the principal figure in this outfet to the chace 
is a female. It is obfervable, that the uppermoft rider has a ftirrup, wears no fpeaO 
is reprefented in a front view, and is therefore probably feminine : But the emblems 
railed in the adjoining corner feem calculated to put it beyond a doubt. They 
very nearly correfpond in form with thofe expreffed more at large on the Maiden - 
Stone, reprefented in N° 3, and pronounced to be the figures of a mirrour and a 
comb. None need be offended at the choice of thefe hieroglyph icks as appendages 
of drefs, or charafteriftic of the lady. There was found an ivory comb in an aU' 
barter urn, at Rome , in the end of the fixth century, which was efteemed one of the 
greateft curiofities, and gave rife to many deep /peculations on the gradual advances 
offociety towards elegance of manners, and refinement in the arts of polilhed !i fe ' 
Although this be a fimilar occafion, it is not thought neceffary to renew thefe lp e ' 
culative difquifitions, however entertaining they may have been. 

The fhields and fceptres claim a more minute inveftigation. Shields were orna- 
mented with various flowerings, ere they were diftinguilhed by thofe peculiar em- 
blems, which became the chofen infignia of thofe eminent in valour, or remarkable 
for their feats in arms. 

It was about the middle of the twelfth century that blazonry, or the diftinftion 0 
nobility, and of knights, by coats armorial, came into general ufe in Europe-, 
foon after that period we find fuch infignia on Caledonian monuments ; but tho e 
under configuration relate to an epoch more remote.— Let it at prefent be oidf 
farther obferved, with refpedt to the highly-finilhed monument under confideratiom 
that the heads and limbs of animals, entwined with foliage with circular and wav 
ing ftems, was the peculiar tafte of ornament on the continent, efpecially in tho {e 
kingdoms next to Great- Britain, about the end of the tenth and throughout 
eleventh century. Hence we may fee the origin of the marginal embelliffiments 0 
the obelilk but mull hereafter take a more deliberate furvey of the manner 1(1 
which the fceptres are fo often introduced. 
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D U N -G A R D E L. 


H E ride from Invernefs to the Fall of Fyers, particularly after opening the 
*T Vlew ofLocb-Nefs, is, through furrounding fcenery, pidturefque, magnificent, 
and romantic. 

very one who can look around with a wakeful and contemplative eye, and 
tjj . t ^ at r °ad, can be in no want of objefts, evervaryingin grandeur and novelty 
Vl ew, to elevate and amufe his thoughts : fancy is enlarged and entertained by 
c °ntinual fucceffion of fome of the moil fuperb profpe&s of nature. 

ad -ry traveller of tafte and curiofity, who is led on this way to contemplate and 
t * 1C ma i ed: 5 r the c ^ffs which overhang the gulph into which the river 
s ls plunged in its fall, ought to dedicate half an hour to look round. 


JD un-Gar del in Strath-Fari-gaic. 

the way from Invernefs , within three miles of the General's Hut, which is the 
Rull reftin S-place near the Fall of Fyers, there is a bridge of two arches over a 
ded ^ trough which a rivulet runs : here the lovers of the fublime in fcenery are 
j nt ^ red t0 turn afide from the military way, and follow a narrow path that winds 
°P enin § a ff- rat h' 0° advancing by this path, deep glens difclofe their 
c orn Sj t ^ r torrents, and their gloomy groups of trees on either hand. One is foon 
tai n Plete l y deluded from the view of the loch, the country, and diftant moun- 
h e j * and the whole attention is fixed on the impending cliffs, augufl from their 
Wfi ^ and clot ff e d with dark wreaths of trees. The continual roar of the waters, 
Rrur t ^ rou §ff the receffes of thefe rocky folitudes, gives the wild murmurs of a 
lc quite fuited to the feene. 

4 etWeen thefe romantick glens, worn deep by the torrents of years, the enormous 
of * °^ an almoft perpendicular rock, or rather mountain, fronted with precipices 
th e ,^ a ! 1Ite -> among which the birch-trees and pines have found a foil, prefent 
Pile r to v l ew J towering in awful majefty, and conftiture the fteep and lofty 

Bun-Gardel. 


G 


It 


It has received the appellation of Dun, an epithet correfponding with that of 
Cattle or Tower, becaufe a fpecies of fortrefs had once occupied its fummit. I c 
mutt have been trdublefome and dreadful times indeed, when mankind fled to fuch 
a place of refuge for fafety : for it is almoft the toil of a day to reach near its 
top, even by the eafieft paths that are found from the high lands of Strath 
Errick. 


Dun-Gardel, when feen from the north, feems altogether infulated by the depth 
of the glens on either hand ; and the noify torrents foaming down their rugged 
channels, uniting their waves, encircle the bafe of the mountain, and fpread their 
fpray among the rocks, as if the billows of the ocean. 


TheBilhop of Londonderry (-whote curiofity and zeal in examining the Angularities 
of this country were very great) went up to the top of Dun-Gardel : this is accorrv- 
plifhed by taking a large fweep round the back of the glens to the other fide of the 
mountain, where the paths are not infurmountably fteep, yet the attending is a 
work of much time and labour. The bifliop was probably induced to this adventure 
by the hope of the extenfive profpefts which he would enjoy from its fummit ; and 
of that he was not difappointed. The Angular height of Dun-Gardel, and compa- 
ratively fmall circumference of its bafe, give opportunity of looking round with 
lefs interruption than is generally met with on more extenfive mountains. 


General Wade, who long refided here, and from whom what is now a little inn 
is ftill called the General’s Hut— and who has left a lafting memorial of his name, 
by the fo diftinguiflied exertions of the military power under him, in effecting ex- 
cellent roads through a formerly almoft impaflable part of the country- — went up 
one day, with fome of his officers, to the top of Dun-Gardel. A gentleman who 
accompanied them mentioned, that, on attending through the mitts which hung 
round the brow of the mountain, getting into the funfliine above— the mount en- 
circled with clouds under their feet, and feeing the diftant countries like a lower 
world around them— no wonder that they feemed lifted up from the earth. One 
of the officers, in particular, feemed pathetically to feel his airy and exalted Atu a ' 
tion ; for, Aghing, he faid that he was forry to go down to the vale, as he did n0 £ 
know if ever he flaould get fo near to heaven again. 
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FIND LATER CASTLE. 


B ^ E[ E fhores in general, along the coafts of the Moray Firth , are bold, rocky, 
an d precipitous : thofe that lie betwixt the rivers Dovron and Spey are pecu- 
. ar y f° — in many places excavated into caverns, arches, and fubterraneous vaults i 
ot; hers, formed into lofty pyramids and infulated columns. 

h'\^ e ^ ea< ^ anc i> which forms on the eaft the bay of Cullen, prefents an exceedingly 
§ a nd fpacious cliff to the ocean : it is fmooth, perpendicular, and ftretches to 
f e Va ^ exten b along a level beach of mouldering fhells, which lie betwixt it and the 
On climbing through the openings among the adjacent rocks, and gaining 
s to the beach of fhells, one not only finds charming entertainment in ex- 
f ee min § thefe exuviae of fhell-fifh, numerous as the fands on the fhore ; but it 
ro 1115 a corn pl ete exclufion from the world, that with the fublime of the fur- 
. ln § fcenery, and the boundlefs extent of ocean that meets the oppofite horizon, 
a Jj 1Ves 0ne to enjoy the luxury of contemplative folitude in all its native tranquillity 
§ r andeur. 

ru ^’ t ^ n half an hour’s walk to the eaft lie the remains of FindlaterCaJlle . — Thefe 
^all C ° Ver t he top of a peninfulated rock of a confiderable extent. The outer 
■vy- ^ evera l parts of the building are fo founded on the cliffs as to correfpond 
fea ^ aCe t ^ ie P rec ipi ce J fo that the principal tower feems to hang over the 
tyav atl< ^ ftom the windows of feveral apartments a pebble may be dropt into the 

4 

t0 the originally irregular furface of the rock, which in many places rifes 
inner * eve * i nterme diate fpaces, fome of the lower rooms have their 

t rac en< E °f the folid ftone; on feveral of which the plaiftering ftill remains, with 
too f S P a ’ nt ‘ n g on it. In the plate fome large vaulted arches may be obferved, 
Hi c ^ aC!0US ^ 0r h^ng any remains of windows; thefe are the ends of the apartments, 
fp a 1 a1 ^ were vaulted, and confift of the hewn unbuilt rock. There is a large 
adi at t ^ e to P °f thefe vaults now, where one may walk about, and furvey the 
ioful eUt P'^ftefqne fnores, without any apprehenfions from the precipitous and 
ti Ve ate< ^ htuation : fo broad are the foundations of the Caftle, of which a perfpec- 
< V] ew cannot convey a fufficient idea. No one, however, can well refledt on 
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thefe tremendous fixations, chofen by our anceftors for fafety and refuge in an age 
of feud and rapine, without feeling a grateful fenfe of the fuperior aera of fociety 
at which we are arrived, when fecurity and peace may dwell in the lowlieft cot, an 
the moft {lender building, as well as in the fenced city or fortified tower. 

The ifthmus which joins the rock, on which Findlater Caftle was built, to the land, 
is cut down into a deep chafm, over which the draw-bridge fell ; as was ufual m 
thefe fortreffes, for the fecurity of the garrifon or family which occupied them.. 


Adjoining to the precipices which lie in front of the Caftle, there had been ex- 
tenfive inclofures, with ditches and ramparts, drawn round large trafts of groun *• 
the remains of many ftone-buildings are fcattered over this area ; and had been the 
free and fpacious courts of the ftrong hold of which the caftle on the rock was the 

citadel. 

The refidence was, from time immemorial, occupied by branches of the family 
Findlater ; and was only relinquifhed for more commodious and inland feats towards 
the end of James the Sixth’s reign. 

The dawn of a more aufpicious age, when civil 'difeords were fubfifting, would 
open numerous inducements for noblemen and chieftains to choofe more fertile an 
pleafant fituations, where they could plant, have gardens, and enjoy rural avoca 
tions, and the entertainments of the field and ftream. 

The prefent feat and refidence of the earl of Findlater and Seajield , Cullen-TJotifCf 
is in one of the moft charming fituations in the country, for variety of ground, and 
abounds in pifturefque and pleafing feenery ; which is yearly receiving additions 
beauties from the unwearied attention, and diftinguifhed tafte, of its noble owner.- 
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Of SPONGES. 


TER Mr. Ellis , the beam of whofe lynxean eye penetrated fo far into 
Cor ' a U t[le bidden fyftem of divine contrivance difcoverable in the animated race of 
Jefs lnCSj 3nc ^ w ^° a ^° w * l h care inveftigates the nature of fponge, it were need- 
• Comm ent anew on the ftru&ure of thofe capillary tubes of which that pro- 
ctl °n confiffs. 

c 0n ? 1Tl obfervations on the ramifications of fponges hejufily draws the following 
«c 10ns : ct That from the many obvious refemblances to divers other clafles of 
<c P^uftions which are found to be of animal conftrudtion, and from the 
«» t j ie miCa ^ analyfis of fponges in general, there feems fufficient reafon to give 
01 a place among animated beings.” 

’j’h 

0(1 the / Urport °E th e prefent ftridture is to verify that pofition, which the remarks 
°raner Number mult powerfully fupport. 

£//■ c 

fep ar * Us Eays, that he had feldom met with fponges until they had been long 
ne ar th C from t ^ ie places where they grew ; and recommends it to thofe, who live 
l Eem 6 Coa ^ s w bere they are found,, to give further information with refpeft to 

The 

br 0u , annexiSc l plate is a reprefentation of fome fpecimens copied when recently: 
fath ftlv , a htore : they were dredged up with fome corals, &c. in about thirty 
0:1 Water. 

^Iftincfc °^ >i ' erVa ^ > ^ e tIiat t ^ ie Sponges A a have feparate origins ; they arife from two 
Ute 5 and° 0tS> ° r rat ^ er two unconne&ed fyftems of tubes : they approach, inofcu- 
C ° nr >exi unite themfelves together into one mafs; the fmalleft being, by this 

Wh ° n y l 0 ^ ’ n the general fpread of the larger fponge. Perhaps no 


^Vh c 


0n j merely vegetable, is capable of fuch an union. 


*he tub^ ^* Ges ofthefeare attentively examined by themicrofcope, it is evident 
3fe Wo- ^ ° r ^rous ramifications, increafe in fize as they expand in number, and 
Pt 0du ^ r ln proportion as they recede from the roots, or firft formed parts of the 
lh th e p^ Jn - This is diredly contrary to the order of nature ey?ry where obfervable 
res of plants,. 

Some 


<V 


Some of the younger fponges, as that marked B, are of a fine pale yellow, th 

fibres tranflucid; and fmall Ms, ferpute, &c. are feen entire within the mats. 

Was any vegetable body ever found thus to entomb a pebble or the fhcll of a fnail . 

The tubes of the fponges, though interwrought and ramified in ten thoufand 
irregular ways, as at D, which is a magnified (lice of the fponge d, are all project^ 
in fine terminations, feparating from each other, as at F, which is part of the fpong 
A, highly magnified j and thefe thorny points, under the microfcope’s firft powers, 
are the union of many inofculating tubes, reprefented at G and H ; and the M 
like openings of A, as magnified at E J feem to be chambers contrived to give tft 

infant polypes play. 

The animated myriads of the deep are ever making encroachments on each other ; 
none dare be idle, or it mull quickly perilh. Every part of every ftone is covere 
with animal habitations ; thefe habitations inclofed with the abodes of others : th 
organs of life alone are left free.— Of all marine productions, fponges are thofe o 
whofe furface feweft incruftations are ever found : nothing but the infinite numbe 
of animals, which form and occupy them, could have faved the fponges, in tho 
living waters, from being utterly abolilhed. Had they not been all alive ere th 
firft century of the Creation was finilhed, their place could have been no w re 1 
found j at lead: they could not have remained the ornament of coral groves. 

Although this production has a living principle, which would difclofe its etW 
gies at every pore if we beheld them on their native rocks, yet is it not furpri in» 
that they fhould univerfally and invariably retreat, ere they can be brought un e 
the power of the microfcope. Thofe little beings, which form the finer colour > 
muft be exceedingly more robuft than they: yet all who are converfant with t e ^ 
marine bodies muft have felt with regret, how difficult it is to preferve them io 
ftate of activity but for an hour, even by the moft repeated changes of the v* 
round them, which feems an indifpenfable requifite to their continuance in health. 
But of thefe laft fome beautiful fpecimens ffiall be produced, exhibiting the hvM 
iprinciple and polypes, whereby they are actuated and formed ; and thefe per 
are the firft living corals which have been examined from thefe Ihores. 




carved stone at essie. 


HlS obelilk was accidentally difcovered by Mr. Cordluer, in the bank of a 
1'h , r * Vu ^ et that runs by the village of EJfie, near to Glaimes, in Forfar Shire. 
jjij- , riVu ^ e t had walhed away the foil in which it had lain buried for ages, and thus 
t j ° to view an elegant and fingular piece of antiquity, in the higheft preferva- 
er e£t ^ reta ' ns * n * ts ma h-e ftriking evidences of having been defigned to (land 
hoin the ground, and is therefore undoubtedly a monument of the obelilk 
fut ' ^ * S rich ly carved on both'fides (the reverfe of it fhall be inferted in a 

a nd ^ ^ lI1T1 her) ; and fome feet of length of the lower part of the Hone are left rude, 
loiio'c^ ^ cu ^P tu re, for being funk into the ground, and inclofed by the Heps of 
*ncf ^ Uare ft° n es, wherewith they are commonly found furrounded and fupported; 
‘Moulding runs along to mark the intended vifible bafe. 

Th 

titl e 6 ^ ea ^ ln g difpofition, and graceful defign, of fome of the ornaments, give it a 
fom e t0 ca ^ e< i elegant , as the work of an otherwife rude and early age. And 
fi ^il a n0Vdt y an< ^ P eculiarit y ’ n t h e habits and proceffion of the figures, give a 
ar c laim to the other epithet above, that it is a fingular piece of antiquity. 

fiime ^ t ^* S rnonument was firft raifed from its muddy bed, and walhed from the 
f eai 's, the appearance of a folemn proceffion of reverend figures in robes, 
f U£ y ers feemingly attending, adorned with foliage and flowers, immediately 
difj-j . £ he idea of Druid priefts going to facrifice j and the confecrated victims, 
hojj ° U; lhed by thefe peculiar garlands and wreaths. A figure above feemed to 
^ads* 1 Wea P on rea dy to (laughter the expiatory offerings and the circles over the 
ti 0n °^ t he holy men were either cholen fymbols of the myfleries of their devo- 
Werg T etT1 * 3 ^ ems °f thofe hallowed circles in which the folemnities of their worlhip 
pri^J 1 ' Va f s performed. — Thefe delightful difcoveries of the ancient rites of the 
Wi t u la l religion of our country, was too grand a reverie to be relinquilhed 
Bu t UC iome refleftions a little mortifying to the fpiritof antiquarian inveffigation. 
an clean{ l n g off the clay from the other fide of the Hone, the appearance of 
rate ^ i 5 arit ^ finally of a fumptuous crofs, emblazoned high with the moll: elabo- 
af ter t j f P le ndid decorations, clearly evidenced the monument to have been carved 
left thef ^ e,:t:er Bght of Chriftianity had regulated devotion, infpired the arts, and 
e Memorials through the kingdom of its early influence and fway. Although 
i the 


the crofs rifing into light put an end to the Druid facrifice, yet the farther con' 
templation of the fculptures on the ftone was not without an ample fund of rational 
entertainment. Here conjefture becomes authenticated by unequivocal refertv 
blances, that may be traced between the figures on this ftone and feveral of a cor- 
tefponding age in other countries. 

In fome old paintings, of which reprefentations are given in the CXIX. and 
CXXXVII. plates of the Englifh edition of Montfaucon ' s Antiquities of France, lC 
may be obferved that long robes were early worn by the fathers of the church on 
all folemn occafions : in their proceffions their priefts carried the crofs, crofier^ 
and other enfigns of facred authority, which added to the pomp of their facred deli' 
berations and holy rites. 


The firft badge of their fanftity and humility was the pallium or cloak, the 
plaineft and moft fimple of garments. It was worn throughout the Roman emp^ 
in contradiftinftion to the toga, which was confidered as an airy, gay, and fplendi 
piece of drefs, unfuitable to thofe who placed their glory in preaching the gofpel ' 
the poor. 


This then, as the badge of Chriftian paftors-and the crofiers, as enfigns of th 
delegated power from the apoftles-became ftriking appendages of thole holy & 
who firft announced the evangelical confolations. Thefe diftinguiftnng garbs an 
holy infignia would naturally accompany the promulgation of the gofpel; * . 

wherever the apoftolic fathers proclaimed their mifiion, and the light of life, w 
ftrike the beholders with awe, and be reprefented by artifts with reverence. 
Caledonian fculptors might certainly therefore have had the living figures to cW 
from : though it is highly probable, they would be confirmed in the appropriat ^ 
of thefe to monumental remembrancers of their faith, by feeing them piftu 
devotional books, and confidered as memorials of martyrs, faints, and heroes > e 
as emblematical of thofe folemnicies of religion, which they regarded as the loU 
of their moft lafting confolation. 


jj'f 

That the human figures on this monument have the above allufion, can rtf* 
no further evidence than a clear infpeftion affords. The embellilhe e P 
alfo in part appears.-The fufpended Ihields and feeptres muft require a difqum 
appropriated to them only. 
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CASCADE of LOT H- BEG, 

SUTHERLAND. 


T he freeftone cliffs along thefe Ihores have a Angular effeft, the precipices 
being more even and fmooth than thofe of granite rock , and often t e 
Quantity of fand wafhed down by the furge has been fo great as to make the fea 
r< “^’eat from ^ f 0Qt t j ie precipice ; and conftitutes a level beach, with weeps 
, t,le cliffs, forming a noble fpecies of amphitheatre, where one admires the regu~ 
;J rit y of the ftrata, like mafly rows of benches ftretching round. In many places 
e tnore friable parts have been wafhed away, and left the others in columns fup- 
Pcrting lofty arches ; in others, the excavations have formed fpacious caves.— The 
lf hop of OJfory, who delighted to recall to his remembrance the fcenes which he 
vifited in the Holy Land , when he entered the cave, near the bridge at Brora 
vmich is perforated at top, and forms a commodious dwelling, and is often occu- 
P Ie d by the fifhermen), admiring its ftruAure, faid there were fuch caves near 
rfMebem, mPaleJHne j wherein thofe worthy men, who were afterwards called to 

abod Vangelifts and apoftles> had frec l uentl y raade their retired and contemplanve 

^ A-t the opening of Strathleven, there is one, whofe entrance is far up the face 
’•be precipice, and is narrow; but within it forms a pretty large circular apart- 
ent > where the rock is artificially cut into niches, and rows of feats are made to 
^ r °je£t around a level floor. Some deep excavations are made, which muft have 
b een the repofitories of fuch necefiaries as the recltife had occafion for, who had 
f e eri . t he inhabitants of the cave: but in one place there is a gloomy nariow pad age, 
^ttfingiy ’ lnt0 a p econ d apartment, which muft be entirely dark. As Mr. Pennant, 
^ e n he fpecified the cave as a curiofity worthy of examination and remaik, did 
h°^ nientlon this fecond entrance as requiring any particular notice, Mr. Cordiner 
9 not provided any lights to examine it by, and could not then wait their 
riVal > elfe fhould have liked to have looked into the innermoft retreats of the 
f Ve * On advancing a little way, found the pafiage ftrewed with feathers, and 
*‘ e °ther marks of carnage, which were not inviting. The inner chamber is 
0 ° abl y now the fecure abode of foxes ; for the winding pafiage here and there 
thp ‘ nto fuch narrow holes, feemingly penetrating deep and far into the body of 
i r ° c k, as muft render thefe receffes fafe for ravenous befits ; foi tne\ will pro- 
remain for ages inaccefiible to the human race : but the exterior chamber 

w is 




is a very commodious apartment, and might well defend the reclufe poflelTor frofl* 
both the fummer heats and winter cold, and afford him an afylum of quietude and 
repofe. 

The Cafcade, and Freeftone Cliff and Quarries, which conftitute the pi&urefqn* 
fcene, of which a reprefentation is attempted in the plate, is befl viewed from & & 
margin of the fea ; whofe waves, at times, lafh the foot of the cliff, fo that on e, 
in time of flood, can fcarcely travel round the point which opens the profpect ot 
the cafcade. A large ftream dafhes over the hollow of one of thefe circul^ 
precipices mentioned, and breaks beautifully down the perpendicular rock : it 15 
faid to be a Angularly grotefque and fliining fcene in winter, when at any time a 
keen froft fucceeds a fall of rain ; for then the enormous icicles hanging from the 
rock, and meeting the fhapelefs pillars, formed by the falling ftreams, become ^ 
unufually grand and ftriking addition to the view. 

This plate is engraved from one of a numerous fet of drawings made by Mf' 
Cordiner, on a journey round the northern mountains, and into the interior part* 
of Scotland} undertaken at the inftance of Mr. Pennant - y and the fame diftinguilhed 
zeal, to place the importance and inhabitants of North Britain in a juft point o 
view, which characterizes his tours into that country, induces him to indulge th ff 
public with plates of thefe drawings, which exhibit the pi&urefque and romant^ 
fcenes that are fo frequently met with in the charming wilds of ancient Caledonia* 







St - THOMAS'S ABBET, at ARBROATH. 

I'^IS Abbey was founded by William the Lion, in 1178, and dedicated to 
Ca rT ° Ur celebrated primate, S Thomas a Becket. The laft abbot was the famous 
dea Beaton, at the fame time archbifhop of St. Andrew' s, and before his 
txt th as great and abfolute here as Woljey was in England . It was a rich and 
a rn ^ 1VC monafter y > enjoyed uncommon privileges from the crown ; and had an 
vir f u e re venue, which, in the molt liberal manner, fupported with fplendor thofe 
es °f hofpitality for which thofe inftitutions were fo remarkably diftinguifhed. 
^' eat as wed as tbe P 00r Ikared in their munificence. In 1530, the king 
°fthe WiCe fum P tuoufl y entertained, with his retinue, in the fplendid apartments 
its f C abbe y* Its very ruins, as Mr. Pennant expreffively remarks, give an idea of 
?x tenf mer ma S nificence - ^ bes on a rifing above the Town, and prefents an 
the c lVC and ven erable front ; is moft delicioufly fituated; commands a view of 
a 0 d at ° ^ 1C ead h a Idrtile country to the weft, bounded by the Grampian Hills; 
0 the fouth, of the openings into the Firths of the Tay and Forth. • 

v er ^ e Abbey was once enclofed with a ftrong and lofty wall, which furrounded a 
t)f ^^hderable trad. On the fouth- weft corner is a tower, at prefent the fteeple 
, e parifh church : at the fouth-eaft corner was another tower, with a gate 
hav e 1 b Cabed the Darn Gate, which, from the word Darn, or private , appears to 
^ 0r th Cen redred wa 7 to the Abbey. The magnificent church Hands on the 
thre e tbe Ift uare > and w as built in form of a crofs : on the other fide are 

tb ern r ° WS arcbes ’ one above the other, which have a fine effed j and above 

j°ini arC VCr ^ b 'S b windows, with a circular one above. In 1771, a part ad- 
the ^ tQ tbe wed: end fell fuddenly down, and deftroyed much of the beauty of 
hve r Ce ‘ ^he ^ en gth of the whole church is about two hundred and twenty- 
breadth of the body and fide ifles, from wall to wall, fixty-feven : 


>Cu eet: th = 


f tv n § t h of the tranfept, one hundred and fixty-five feet ; the breadth, twenty 
**» 

It f* 

0n e 0 CemS 33 ^ tbere had been three towers : one in the center, and two others, 
adj 0 j n eacb fide of the weft end ; part of which ftill remains. On the fouth fide, 
Va U i t n ‘ ng . t0 the church, are the ruins of the Chapter-houfe : the lower part is 
§°od a f P a cious room, well liehted with Gothic windows : above is another 
a P a rtment. 


H a 


o > 


The 


The great gate to the Abbey fronts the north : above the arch had been a Iarg c 
gallery, with a window at each end. At the north-weft corner of the monafterf 
Hand the walls of the regality prifon, of great ftrength and thicknefs: within arc 
two vaults ; and over them fome light apartments. The prifon did belong to the 
convent j which refigned this part of its jurifdiaion to a layman, whom the reli- 
gious elefted to judge of criminal affairs. The family of Airly had this office before 
the Reformation, and continued poffeffed of it till the year 1747, when it *** 
fold, and vefted in the crown with the other heretable jurifdi&ions. 

The Monks were of the Tyronenfian order* and were firft brought from KelJo> 
whofe Abbot declared thofe of this place, on the firft inftitution, to be free fro^ 
his jurifdidtion. On the Reformation, John Hamilton was Commandatory Abbo * 
In 1608, it was erected into a barony, in favour of his fon James j then was con 
veyed to the Earl of Dyfart ; and finally bought, by Patrick Maule , of PanmMo 
with the patronage of thirty-four pounds* 
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p ALM-BRANCH CORALLINE. 


T H I S coral of Angular beauty, moft elegant in the form and arrangement o. 

its cells, required a very elaborate procedure in delineating the vane ap- 
? ear ances it made, in proportion to the higher powers of the microfcope, to w uc ^ 
ts ^mirable ftrufture was fubjeded. The difficulty of applying high magmhers 
0 thefe fubjefts when alive, is very great ; the little animals are lo ^ pre 
f Spending danger, when in the leaft difturbed, that they keep moft cautioi / 
tlr ed in their cells, when they find themfelves in any unufual fituation. P e , 
Ration of the water around them, foon makes them ceafe to expand, an 
,° nt inuance of that is fatal to their exiftence. They have, in their origina a 0 ^ s > 
^ etl ever accuftomed to that perpetual movement of the ocean whic \ t\c ti es 
Cc ation : the beft method to preferve them lively and aftive, to d.fclofe their 
°nderful beauty, is therefore to create a continual movement of the water around 
b > contriving gently to pour in a perpetual fupply, and let the foperfluous 
ater run off: for there would feem, in their cafe, to be a pabulum vita in the fea,. 
ji ne <*ffary to the life of Tome, at leaft, of its inhabitants, as that of air is to animal. 

5 and which > when exhaufted > r ° on leaves the moft aftlVC ° f thC C ° ra mh 1_ 
rnotionlefs ; they languiffi and die. 

Thi s may explain, in part, the difficulty of preferving corals alive, and confe- 
J ; . entl y the caufe of their having, been fo feldom Teen. The fpecimens here ex- 
r ■ bltcd in the plate, were dredged up on a (tone from the bottom, feveral miles 
of ° m ffiore, in about forty fathom water ; the ftone was covered with a variety 
b ° the r orders of corallines, many of which were of thofe fo accurately defcribe 
y M r. E Uis ^ 

2 his fpecies feemed the more Angular, as its charafters would ftrike a kind of 
dlu m between corals and corallines. The cells are wreathed round, and con- 
J Ute a tubular ftem, but no living principle feemed to occupy the fpace within, 
tell WCre there an y vifible apertures whereby it could have communicated with the 
3 b « from each cell to the adjacent ones the living line could be traced, 
anf When the Y played awhile, drinking in the water, it changed the colour ot the 
the mated thread i and in fome fpecimens on the ftone, the openings of the Tides or 
from whence the new polypes were to iffue, were iig ■ y P° 1 e ? an 
4 dded r °»nd with tubercles, apparently alfo open, but too infinitely minute and 

bear a conje&ure of their ufe. 


a. is the natural fize of aclufter, as itfprung from the ftone, 

A. a fingle branch magnified. 

B. the tubercles, like polifhed fhagreen. 

CC. the openings of communication betwixt the cells. 

DD. horny Ihining fpiculae, which defend the cells, like wreaths of tranfparC flt 
thorn. 

« 

Had it not been too daring an appellation, this might have made it be cafl c( ^ 
The Crown of Thorns Coralline. In other views, the united fpiculae, encircling 
cells, look like clear white palm-branches fpread about them j and, as every f uC 
beautiful individual of the amazing race merits a particular defignation, Mr. C° r ' 
■diner has prefumed fo far into the province of arrangement, as to call this hither 0 
undelineated fpecies. Palm Branch Coralline. 

N° 3. Is a drawing of it, by a good fingle glafs of an aquatic microfcope ; whi^ 1 
fhews the elegant difpofition of the cells. ^ 

N° a. By one of a higher power ; where the tranfparent films are feen, out 0 
which the polype flowers ftrerch forth and fpread. ^ 

N° 1. With the animals difplaying their tentacula, as feen under the hig^ e 
powers of a very fine double microfcope. 

One fcarce can avoid commenting on the admirable difpofition and ftru<fi l,rC 
of thefe fo richly ornamented cells : how well adapted to prote£t and guard th c 
living flowers that bloflom within, and come forth at pleafure to take paftime^f 
the water, and drink in fuftenance, to encreafe and extend the myriads of their 0 
fpring, and their beautiful habitations. 

To fay that fuch is the ceconomy and aftonifhing contrivance of Nature, lS ^ 
language which cannot be underftood : it can have no meaning, but with referee ^ 
to that infinite and divine Intelligence which prefides in the creation and prefer^ 
lion of all parts of the fyftem. 

Even from thefe, one lifts up an eye of awe to the great and glorious Artifi cer ’ 
adopting, with facred exultation, the addrefs of a devout admirer of His works J 

* 0 / DECS arapla tua } quam funt miracula dextra* 

* Pfalm civ. 24, 


* 
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Reverse of the obelisk at essie, 

given in N° VII. 

a thoufand years after the light ofChriftianity had dawned over mod of 
for ^ uro P ean kingdoms, the energy of its dodtrines lay in a manner dormant 
centur i es > owing to the Gothic darknefs which fo univerfally prevailed after 
^tu 0rnan ern pire was overrun by the favage nations. All works of tafte and lite- 
iy as r . e faring in fuch a general dedrudtion, the infpiration of religious principles 
gav r attended to. But f° on as the progrefs of fcience, and returning peace, 
c °P e for the evangelical dodtrines to renew their influence and fway, their 
P ° Wer rev i v ed with redoubled luftre ; the principles of Chriftianity ap- 
the ] C * ntere ding to human happinefs, that they were clofely interwoven with 
of cp government ; their eftabliihment was a principal objedt in the policy 
d ar j n ' e na tions, and roufed up the princes of the European continent to the mod 
a]j ^ eil terprizes of zeal. While the power of thefe principles was adting with 
f 0r & rand eur of its original force upon the minds of the people, the Crufades , 
tak e ii 6 recover y °f the Holy Land out of' the pofieffion of infidels, were under- 
ar^ 0 ’ Unn umbered multitudes flocked to the facred ftandard, and enlifted with 
Of ^5. and heavenly hope under the banners of the Crofs. Thefe Iplendid enfigns 
ki nt> a 0;ved enterprize were beheld with reverence and awe. It was the glory ot 
/al e »i t0 ^ ave their fhields and armour damped with the figure of the Crofs of Jeru- 
th e * ^ Was the firft badge of didindtion, in the ages when chivalry arofe, before 

ty as j C ^' ar en hgns were appropriated as marks of didinguifhed charadters. It 
t C Igllted in as the fymbol of the Divine Benignity, with which they were 
pi et 0 adorned, and defired to fliew the world how much they rejoiced in that 
and 5 ^kich it was an emblem. Hence it was equally emblazoned on the robes 
facr e ^^ des of heroes and of faints j its figure embelliflied the churches at every 
fecr ate , r * ne > and, effedted on monuments, by works of elaborate fculpture, con- 
and aggrandized the tombs of the illudrious dead. 

tnofl- kigh altars, the Crofs was enriched with every coftly ornament. The 
filver Prcci0 ^ gems united their rays in beautifying the fined workmanfhip of 

and gold. 

< ePent ati°ns of thefe, to give dignity to the following pages,, or to the con- 
Seotl «nd P ° rtrait> illuminated devotional books j and in that form travelled into. 
^ atl dard Were instated on monumental dones, by artids who never had feen at 
% °f : ke Crofs, an altar, or a church. 


Sufficient 


Sufficient evidence has been produced to evincej that thefe Obeliflcs were l° n £ 
prior to any chapel or monaftery’s being eredted in Caledonia j therefore the 
repeated embelliffiment of the Crofs, and with fuch peculiar ornaments, fo cor ' 
refponding in form to thofe on ancient banners, and on the mifials of the e ar > 
miffionaries of the evangelical faith, not only fcarce leave a doubt of their p 31 ’"' 
ticular origin, but tend to fupport the explication given of the other fymbol s > 
and the line of information, which has been traced in thefe ftridtures, concernkS 
our northern Obelifks. 


Whatever gradual advances knowledge and Chriftianity made from the fouthe 1 " 11 
parts of the kingdom, letters and infcriptions came with and bear teftimony t0 ‘ 
But the figures on thefe Obelifks, along with the ornamental Crofs, which ^ e:C 
carved fome time before even Saxon characters were known, have undoubtedly? 111 
a great meafure, been derived from the miflals of thofe who, from the Ro>^ 
empire, were commiffioned to convey the truths of Chriftianity, and were zealo 0 ^ 
to publifh them, with every appendage of grandeur, through the unenlighten e 
kino-doms of the north. Thofe apoftolic teachers would be too much engaged 111 
publiftiing the important doctrines which they had in charge, to find leifure t° 
learning the populace to read. Artifts therefore could eafier carve memorials 0 
the facts, emblematically alluded to by the illuminations j and thefe reprefentatio 11 * 
would be remembrancers, more eafily comprehended, and more generally undc f 
flood, than any monumental infcriptions which could have been prefcribed. T 
eredtino- of ftones to commemorate remarkable events, is an almoft univer 
adlice from the earlieft ages. The facred hiftory abounds with inftances of lC ' 


pr 




and every Caledonian mountain bears its undoubted teftimony, “ where ftones 3 
-- ra ifed on high, to fpeak. to future times with their grey heads of mofs.” So c 
the ekcumftances which probably confpired to produce the Obeliflcs 


were 
under review.. 


The allufion of the animals of the chace, and of domeftic ufe, is eafily 
flood ; the figure praying, and the angel above with four wings, from the abo v ^ 
channel of information, derive a ready explanation : but the import of the XSfi ^ 
fenger underneath, which at firft feemed like a hieroglyphic of Time, (hall at P r ^ 
fent” be left to engage the attention, and is fubmitted to the decifion ,of the curio ' a • 
or to the learned in antiquarian difquifition. 
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RRA E-MAR CASTLE. 


J* ^ E very mountainous diftridb of Brae-mar , being from time immemorial 
£ . held a kind of foreft lands, and one of the moft woody regions of North 
^ ltain » affording in the vaft groves of timber excellent cover for Deer, and the 
ref Cover ed heaths abounding with variety of game j was in old times the annual 
Pa 0 ^ °^ num bers of nobility, of princes, and ofmonarchs, who came there to pals 
to^ 0 ^^ 6 autumna ^ mon ths in the amufements of the chafe. This cuftom feems 
if e °f moft ancient origin, not only in North Britain, but over all Europe ; and, 
choofe to look at ftill more diftant times, was prevalent in Chaldea and 
^ r °m the earlieft aera of written records ; for the huntfman with his bow 
ftell arr ° w Was the emblem appointed, in that diftant age, to charafterize the con- 
a tio n rece i ves the fun, after the labours of the harveft and the vintage 

e over. 

*T}. 

att * S Cu ^- orn J which probably originated from ufeful oeconomy, and a neceflary 
cxe r *^° n to obtain provifion, afterwards adminiftered to the luxuries of life. The 
b UI [ Clfe an d animation of the chafe, became the choice of thofe difengaged from 
thj s ne ^ s and care : and we fee how pertinacious to monopolize the pleafures of 
t|^ u arnu fement and toil, men of rank become, by the many laws which are con- 
revived about it in the Britijh Senate. Fowling may have engagements 
t^i s Clent to keep the mind awake, as in a ftate of employment and activity j and 
f} av ’ to thofe who have much leifure, gives life a higher relilh, the repaft a fuperior 
p er j^ Ur * a nd moderate fatigue generally foftens the down of repofe : but ftill, 
the a ^ S ’ P er ^ e< ft freedom enjoyed, retirement from the intrufions of the world, 
an ^ ma gnificent feenery of uncultivated nature, and the pure air breathed 
t he mountains, contribute no lefs to enhance the enjoyments of the hunting 
th e a* ^ an the addrefs and activity requifite to enfure fuccefs, when in purfuit of 
eer or game. 


f 0r ''"hatever view they are taken. Brae-mar Cajlle is well fituated as a refidence 
f 0l ^ e ^ e excurfions. On a fmall mount, at the end of a fine valley, enclofed by 
the w *hleft °f the Grampian hills, and almoft furrounded by meanders of 

^ ee J the profpetfts on every hand are pidturefque and great : the hills 
n S arne ; black cock, grous, and ptarmigans frequent the higher grounds : 
quire'^ '^ er ^ s °f deer wander unconfined in the forefts; they are Ihy, and it re- 
to re S ^ 0n fiderable addrefs to come near them ; but the fportfmen find no difficulty 
e all the feafon on venifon. 


I 


General 


General Sir William Howe, and feveral other officers oT diftinftion, made a party 
this autumn, and chofe the above caftle as their refidence during the hunting 
feafon. It is a high fquare tower, with turrets at the corners, and defended by 
outworks as a fortrefs; was built by government in the former century, and 
garrifoned, to guard that pafs through the highlands, and fecure the loyalty of th e 
inhabitants; but now, altogether fuperfluous in that view, happily ferves the more 
pleafing purpofe of affording accommodation to thofe who come, not to awe the 
country, but partake in the healthful paftime and entertainments which it affords- 

A vaft, precipitous, and rocky mountain, which towers into the eaftern flty* 
has Angular grandeur of effedft ; the whole range of hills connected with it afe 
peculiarly beautiful ; the high ranges of hoary cliffs, ftudded with loftieft pine s > 
and wreathed round with groves of birch-trees, whofe “ long and pendant bough 5 
furpafs the beauties of the weeping billow,” and the whole theatre of furrounding 
mountains, cloathed with extenfive forefls, afford the nobleft variety of wild an 
magnificent landfcape. , 


A little above the prefent caftle, there are the remains of a very ancient toW £U 
placed on the top of a rock, in an almoft infulated fituation ; the rock on thre e 
fides being wafhed by the cafcades of a rivulet, which foon tumbles into the V* ' 
This was one of their hunting feats of old, but now a deferted and folitary ruin> 
where nothing invites attention, but decayed walls, expreffive of the alteration 5 
all things undergo; and the rapid ftreams, which milling down the fteeps, then 
fullenly hurl over the rocks beneath, and footh with wild refieftion, by the inceft * 11 
roar of their noify torrents. 





cathedral 


of DORNOCH. ' 


£)°RNoch, the chief town of the county of Sutherland , is fituated on the banks 
a firth, which penetrates almoft to the centre of that part of Scotland, and 
ai 'tn ? ^ ^ ^ as ^ ven its name. All along the banks of the firth, as is ulual on 
the S ^ ea> t ^ ie g rounds are in a higher ftate of cultivation than is general in 
and Inter * or P a rts of the country : in failing up this, the profpefts are pidturefque 
the rUra ^ ever finely varying. The number of fmall vefifels, and the traffic which 
ance ° CCaflon J the fifftermen, their boats, &c. animate the fhores with the appear- 
tu&o. : — pleafant farms enriching the declivities of the hills j the lofty 

fir J e fountains, which tower beyond, and are fometimes projefted into the 
thofe ^ eterrn i n ing its windings, prefent a combination of romantic fcenery, which 
i nt delight in the varied profpefts of nature, will hardly Purvey without 

refti «g pleafure. 

the i 0t ^ 1Tlerce > however, is not yet fufiiciently alive at Dornoch to compenfate for 
it s ly>' S ^ ^fiained, when the opulence ceafed to circulate in it, which fprung from 
Wj^^g an epifcopal refidence. Many of the more ancient towns of Scotland , 
thei^ ^ 0 uri fi 1 ing ftate arofe from religious eftablilhments, like Dornoch, have from 
fpl en a °ii t ion fallen into a mournful decay. This formerly, like Durham , the 
ledo- e 1 ^ eat Ecclefiaftics, where learning flourilhed, and whence divine know- 
ret Da' " aS now only exhibits the fad memorials of its ancient ftate, by the 

di&n-c S dle Cathedral church, and fcarce habitable ruins of the dwellings of the 
Stllfi ed clergy. 

*Th 

°Pen 6 ^ ean ’ s fioufe, which in the early days of evangelical inftitutions was the 
fl and ho <pitable refort of the traveller and ftrangerj where accommodation 
by p terin g> and the light of fcience opened intelle&ual entertainment j has ftill, 
ii\t 0 ^ fatalit y> a haplefs allufion to its former appropriation, being converted 
but the decayed ftairs, and mouldering walls, and forlorn look of the 


a Pan 


an 

brie 


inn 


'The 


nt s, fuggeft but melancholy recollections of its original deftination. 


*hef e ~ part ’ the aItar end of " the Cathedral, is completely in ruins : from 
^ 0 t hi c UlnS5 annexed plate exhibits fomething of the ftile of the columns and 
arch es, in which that facred edifice had been built. Another wing is ftill 

I 2 pretty 


pretty entire, and ferves at prefent for a Prefbyterian kirk j a change, perhaps 
no lefs diftant from its original deftination, than any other which thefe building s 
are fated to undergo. 

St. Bar , Bifhop of Caithnefs, in the eleventh century, was the firft who conful £e ^ 
the chief place of divine fervice in his diocefe to be at Dornoch, and therefo re 
caufed a very fumptuous church to be built there ; and houfes erefled for 
clergy who fhould minifter in it. Adjoining to thefe. Sir Patrick Murray, toward 5 
the end of the 13th century, or between the years 1270 and 1280, eftablifhed 3 
monaftery of Trinity Friars ; and it was about the fame time, or foon after, £ fi 3 c 
Gilbert Murray, Bifhop of Caithnefs, caufed the lofty Cathedral to be built, who^ e 
ruins ftill indicate its ancient magnificence. 

Tradition fays, that about the fame time a brother of Bifhop Murray's, fell? 3t 
the head of a chofen band of men, when repelling a body of Norwegians or 
who had landed to pillage the country ; that a monument of him was placed fl ear 
the font, in the eaft aile of the Cathedral. In that place there is ftill lying in 
earth, a mutilated, but well-carved figure of a warrior, in alto relievo , which ha c 
formed the lid of a ftone coffin, which was the moft honourable mode of fepultu re 
at that time, and is therefore, no doubt, the monument of the General Mur^H 
alluded to. 

Many ftones, with curious carvings on them, are fcattered in thofe parts, 
which a fpecimen is given in the plate. 
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Of SCEPTRES, and URN. 


^ceptres , or enfigns of royalty, borne in the hand on folemn occafions, have 
a Ut h e . en ’ the earlieft ages to which hiftory extends, the badges of higheft 
a ]j an ^ power. The mod ancient figures which are preferved of Sceptres, 

fe nt C f r ^ orne general refemblance to a reed and a flower ; being the varied repre- 
0|, t L tl0n a l° n g ftalk, branched and bloffoming at the top : this general idea, 
de-ft* ^ OIU * nent > i° the age of Charlemagne, fettled into the figure of the Fleur- 
tino-Jf, 30 ^ * n that form has remained an elegant ornament, and conftitutes a dif- 
toUl ted part of the imperial infignia of more than on t European kingdom. 

fiip r J S not neceflfary to trace from whence the original idea of this enfign of 
that tl^ 6 ^° Wer was derived; it is fufficient for the purpofe of the prefent ftri&ure, 
le above, from time immemorial, was the chofen emblem of Royal dignity. 

Bn 

th e j- 1 ” tW ° Sceptres feem early to have been appropriated to every one who wore 
acJ ‘crn j the one, the enfign of power ; the other, of juftice and mercy. 


. Cu ^ ornar y> particularly in the fifteenth and fixteenth centuries, both in 
th e c r * ta * n and on the Continent, on the deceafe of a royal perfonage, to place 
tr >Qn ar ° Wn an< ^ Sceptres at the head of the bed of ftate ; and after the body of the 
Vf Cre C ^* Wa s removed, thefe trophies remained for fome time on the pillow, or 
p Crfo ,P lac «l in other confpicuous fituations, when the funeral obfequies were 
the *• Often the Sceptres, in thefe cafes, were placed through the circle of 

e, hbl * ara ’ anc ^ t ^ lis to fpcftators conftituted a feparate and linking ornament, 
apical °r fovereignty and grandeur: as fuch it was fculptured on inonu- 
fent ;a .; > an< ^ ^gured as an appendage to portraits or drawings, defigned for repre- 
ttiorj ’° nS of r °yal faints, or frequently characterized their rank, and became me- 
<11 thcm > without any other figure but initials of their name fubjoined. 
tcliaj^ e ^ e e rinblems adorned maufoleums and tombs, were painted on windows of 
fac re( j lS Joules, and embellifhed books of devotion. On the introduction of thefe 
*tiO|.y >0 ^ u, mes into Caledonia, artifts embelliflied their carved monuments, in me- 
er >fio n Aril great patrons of Chnftianity, with imitations of thefe fplendid 

be en d atl d as fuch they are figured on feveral obelifks (of which fpecimcns have 
given • - ° 


111 this work) as at A and B in the annexed plate 


OF 


. Ve n ' 7 , iy °hferve that the Crown and Sceptres were difpofed in this manner, at the funeral obfequies 
H;,, ' 0 '’ in w 'Ji>*inJhr Abbey , anno 1695, of which a reprefentation is given m Sanford's Genea- 
“ e Plat es 7 y ’ P 3 ge 721. The refemblance to thofe under confideration is perhaps Hill more explicit in 

• CS bf sk. r . n.r ./» A....! _ r 


b 




le en 


-r , J X lie 1C1CU1 UicUiCC IU UlCIJC U ilVAv. a - I t 

** ; ” ; he funeral obfequies of Ann of Bretagne, CCV. and CCVI. in Montfaueon' s Antiquities of 

de hvcd fCCm fuffi ciently to authenticate the force from whence the embellifhments alluded to have 

The 


The moft common forms in which thefe Sceptres, fculptured on the Caledon ^ 
monuments, are found, being feparately marked at i, 2, 3, gives opportunity 
comparing them with thofe on old Scotch coins, copied underneath, with the rtlp , 
and sera affixed. Some of the oldeft fculptured figures of the Kings of France ho 
fceptres in their hands, of the form of that marked, France iioo. 

Thefe are only fubjoined to authenticate the origin of thefe otherwife inexpl' 
cable trophies. 

The more complex ornaments of a fimilar nature, which frequently embell^ 
thefe ancient carved ftones of North Britain, of which fpecimens are given at 
and D, admit of an eafy explanation alfo, from being compared with refemblin# 
remains of antiquity in other countries. 

The fhields of warriors were ornamented with circles, like thofe at C and p’ 
enriched with various flowerings, before the infignia of arms gave them fup efI ^ 
diftindlion : and reprefentations of thefe fhields of faints and heroes are f 011 * 1 
on many monumental ftones on the continent, which were carved in the twe 1 
century. 


The fceptres and fhields linked together by certain bands, as in thofe figures 1 
the lower part of the plate, indicate the union of great perfonages of din ere 
houfes or kingdoms ; as it is ufual now, on intermarriages of rank, to enable 

the fhield of the coat of arms with the infignia of both families. Thefe rentin' 

may ferve to afcertain the import of the otherwife feemingly unimportant ern 
lifhments which appear on feveral of the obelifks, of which engravings were g" 7 
in former numbers. 


1.1 Cf 

The urn, which fills the middle part of this plate, was drawn from one lately 
up out of a tumulus, not far from Cafile Findlater in Banffjhire. It was encloftd 
large flags of ftone, which defended it from being crufhed by the incumbent rub 
of the earn. It had been moft elaborately wrought, with a rude kind of carvin# 
was full of alhes and fmall pieces of bone, when found ; and the clay had been 
thoroughly hardened in the burning, that on ftriking it, it rings as a china 
There were fragments of other urns in the earn, but their ftone enclofures h& v ^ 
given way, their carvings were obliterated, and their form wholly loft. They ^ 
experienced, in their fubterraneous abode, as all things muft, the fatal and i r,e 
tible effects of time. 8 





\ • 























I 







1 


r- 






\ 





I 






COMMON CORAL of the German Ocean. 


P ^ E diftinguifhed elegance of habitation, which thefe fo animated and beau- 
Qf- polypes enjoy, which cloath the deep beds of the ocean with productions 

fro^- 1 Var " le d and wonderful ftrufture ; and the exquifite pleafures that are derived 
klelT ' nve ^'S at ing their life and manners ; cannot fail to fuggeft, to thofe who are 
off ed Wlt h leifure, and capacity to admire the fo varied excellence of the works 
t 0 u P rer ne intelligence and wifdom — that They are placed thus in his dominion. 


n K aVd t ^ ie m yfteries of his providence, and trace that beneficence of defign 

whole is conftituted. That Eye who, through the eternal round oftiu-*., 
influence of each link in the golden chain of being which he has made. 


^ en P er i°d when, from the vaft recedes of the deep, which furround the 
1 ifles, new teftimonies lhould be drawn of his univerfal care. 


ar e ^ no a ft°nifhing than pleafant, therefore, to furvey the energies that 
the working in the marvellous retirements of life, which fill the depths of 

te nr ° Cean with ftruftures of endlefs variety and beauty ; and to obferve fuch at- 
te rtla ? n P a 'fl w their prefervation, fuch means of defence given them againft ex- 
^nt ln ^ Ur * es> f uc h capacities bellowed on them of attaining food and nourilh- 
a, id ^ lat the X ii ye anc i fiourilh in their immoveable abodes, in vigour, health, 
tatj 0 ^ ent y> until old-age comes on, and the fprings of life decay ; when new gene- 
th P ; ns their offspring arife around them, and they become enclofed for ever in 
,r r »»b!e tombsl 


’T 

of a hfolutely a new feene of things, no lefs wonderful than true; ’tis a region 
tr an to the deep the vegetable kingdom does not extend. ’Tis a realm of 
ten^Hty and undifturbed repofe ; the warring elements, the llormy wind and 


ip e ft 

an c | ^ 5 can taife no commotions there 


When thefe living flowers fpread forth 


fe a f Q ° 0n:i > their fpring experiences no alteration or change; the viciflltude of 
fil enc n e S !s then unfelt ; over them cold and heat have no power. There lafting 
’Th 6 rei gns ; the mufic of the grove, and the noife of thunder, are equallyunknown. 
hot]/ PUrfue their labours in dwellings of perfect quiet. The lilies of thofe fields 
ftate an< ^ fpin ; they fabricate with dexterity their pearly cells, and feem in a 
of a Cor 'ftant activity and joy: yet all their enjoyments are within the compafs 
eri gao b * C 5 but it has a thoufand modifications, and yields them perpetual 
is g r b ^ffts ; their unabating activity demonftrates this. That their fenfibility 
1 ' s a lfo evident, for their exprellions vary with their fituation. When the 

water 


water but for a little time ftagnates around them, they become dull and langt'*^ 
their every movement indicates that the living principle is opprefied, and, if lC 
allowable to fay fo, forrowful : but when the water is renewed around them, * n 
put in motion, fo as to refemble the circulation of their native tide, they aft ^ 
alertnefs and feeming joy; their every movement becomes animated and fportiv^ 
and frefh vigour gives additional elegance to every attitude of their delicate frat^ 
Thefe particulars are enough to awake our admiration, and further enquiry in ^ 
the wonderful ceconomy and operations of nature, that are for ever going forwar 
in the moll retired recedes of the ocean. 


The fpecimen of Coral which fuggefted thefe reflections, and is reprefented ^ 
the plate at A, is of a kind found mod common, when dredging on hard g r ° un ^’ 
a league or two from the coafts of Banff Jhire-, and often comes up with the ro' 
of ftones and fhells to which it adhered. B Ihews the cells confiderably magnifi e ’ 
and, from fpreading over the fubftratum, uniting into a Item, which afterwar 
divides into branches, as in the figure A. This fociety had reared their dwel ^ 
on a deferted cockle- fhell, to which many corallines adhered; a ftrong expre 1 
of the quietude of the waters around their refidences. C is the beautiful {bin 1 
furface of the end of a branch, highly magnified, as feen under water ; and ex » 
bits the general difpofition of the cells and apertures, guarded and adorne ^ 
thorny margins : where they end, at D, one obferves the cavities of new 
forming, by the polypes of the adjacent ones; and in fome inftances 
Cordiner has feen the infant polypes peeping through, as if beginning to take p 
feflion. 


At E is expreflfed feveral forms in which the polypes appear, as ifluing forth 
their concealments in the Coral ; and as feen fpreading, and playing about^ 
health and nourilhment, in the water. — Further comment on the energies ^ 
powers of thefe engaging animalcules, would tranfgrefs the boundaries o 
prefent article. 
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£ L A I N S CASTLE, 


* 1 1 ^ ^eat of the family of Errol, is moft romantically fituated on the verge of 

al moft Vaft P rec ipi ces > which overhang the northern ocean. It would feem 
it j las ^ nnece flary to particularize the lite of thefe fo well-known buildings ; but 
CCn demanded of the author of t-lipfp t-n Vprv difftn/*}* and 


a Ccilr demanded of the author of thefe ftridtures to be very diftinct and 

prefe ! n Pertaining the counties, and divifion of them, where the fcenes re~ 
e m thefe plates are to be found ; becaufe otherwife the traveller is apt 


to 


s fome diftridt unexplored, that fliould have engaged his attention. 

confident portion of Aberdeen-Jhirc is called Buchan ; and a huge pro - 
^° rr nin& r> W ^' C ^ ^ onns t ^ ie ea ftmoft point of Scotland, and projects into the lea, 
Th e ^ ^ le ^ 0l, th boundary of the bay of Peterhead, is called The Ruchan-nefs. 
its f pa VkI1 Pierhead is well known to mariners, for the protection and fafety 
di nar - 10us harbour affords j and is in repute for the reftoration it gives to valetu- 
abl e v - tlSj by tbe purity of the air, in its peninfulated fituation, and the remark- 
If tues attributed to its mineral lprings. 

J\ 

int 0 1Vl ^ 1C Ruehan-nefs, fouthward, there runs a vaft range of lofty cliffs, formed 
have bl " 1 ° te ^ ue pyramids and arches, and excavated into fpacious caverns; which 
JPoft 1 r . Cat] y been alluded to in the account of Dun-by, N" 3, which is one of the 
Plate a -l e ^i c °f thefe remarkable rocks : the cliffs and caftle reprefented by the 
are a djacent. 

and t)^ 77 " ^ ains Caftle flood fome miles further fouth, on a bleaker promontory ; 
old f 0 rums of one large tower are yet remaining, in rude forlorn greatnefs. The 
thi s rtre ®“ s > or caflcllated houfes, of noble families were, about the beginning of 
dati 0)1 Ur ^ folinquifhed for more convenient dwellings and ampler accommo- 
° f buildi thC titlC ° f Slaim Cafik was therefore transferred to the prefent court 
^ in S s > when the former ceafed to be the chief refidence of the family. 

Cav er ^° n ® t be cliffs between the caftles, and opening to the fea, there is a vafl 
It ; s j Vv bich penetrates far under ground ; its innermofl receffes yet unexplored, 
^terfi- * n common " The Dropping Cave ft from the continual exudations of 
a Hog f rom the roc h s above. 


K 


The 


The water filtrating through the vaft medium of rock, obtains, by the alchy Wj 
of Nature, a petrifying quality, and forms ftaladtical incruftations, hanging 11 
grotefque figures from the roof of the cavern. 1 hey form a fpecies of very fi n 
limeftone ; and their quantity is fuch, that they have been ufed for the improve' 
ment of the neighbouring fields. 

The en°ravinf will vindicate the mentioning anew the picturefque magniS 
cence of the ftation of this cattle : * “ Perch’d, like a falcon’s nett, on the edge 
“ of the cliff, the waves roaring in wild eddies round the rocks beneath, a[1 
“ the fea-fowl clamouring above and below, form a ftrange profpedt and ling 11 
« lar chorus.” When the eafterly ftorms heave in the vaft fwell of the Ger 
Ocean, the breakers rage againft the proje cling cliffs with formidable greatne s> 
and fuch impetuofity, that the fpray wafhes the windows, and moiftens the all ' ! 
even over the fields, far beyond the caftle. 

It will not perhaps be deemed an unavailing repetition, to quote the ftat^f 
remarks of another learned traveller, who folemnly felt the contemplation of 1 1 
auguft fcene : t “ The walls of one the towers of the caftle feem only a co a ' 
« tinuation of the perpendicular rock, the foot of which is lafhed by the w:ive ^ 
“ To walk round the houfe feemed impraflicable. From the windows, the 
« wanders over the fea that feparates Scotland from Norway , and when the win 
« beat with violence muft enjoy all the terrific grandeur of the tempeft u ° ^ 
« ocean. I would not, for my amufement, wifh for a ftorm j but as ft° rl , ^ 
« whether wilhed for or not, will fometimes happen, I may fay, without viola^ 
(t of humanity, that I lhould willingly look out upon them from Slams Cafl e ‘ 

* Mr. Pennant’s Tour. I Dr- Jobnfw . 
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D UN-D O R NA D I L L A. 


f MENS °f the ancient architecture of the Tiffs are now but rarely 
the rucr Uadj CVen * n ^ ie mo ft uncultivated wilds : their remote fituations, among 
vifit t r :,et ' cd " niounta * ns J puts it almoft out of the power of travellers in general to 
at Mr “^though therefore feveral views of fimilar ftruCtures have already, 
thof e p e ™ mnt s inftance, been engraved ; yet as this is one of tire molt entire of 
giy e a Ul C an< ^ by its name remarkable in hiftory, it was judged proper to 
plai n e P r ^fentation of it in this collection, as being much better fuited to ex- 
Sce ner e descriptions of thefe Piffijh towers than that given in the Antiquities and 
the apj* tCau ^ c ^t'ws the internal ftruCture and arrangements of the lights into 
f'rorp t ] tments, and is more complete than any other view of it hitherto given, 
to i t> j . e a mo ^ : iuacceffible nature of the avenues among the mountains that lead 
a faithfu] H° tlikeIy tdlat aut h cnt ' c views of it will be often repeated on the fpot : 
atiy t ^- delineation °f it is therefore a monument of a fpecies of architecture, 
a ny p ei . n ®, em ‘ re remains of which are very few ; and it is not probable that 
of fociety will fee the fame ftyle of building returned. 

It j. « 

chief V. Ur P r ^ in § ^ at f* ew of thefe ancient caftles, once the refidences of 
f lllc e th e ami Ies > fhould remain, becaufe it is evidently near a thoufand years 
°f building was changed, by the knowledge of the different kinds 
f °rt, x .m, ’ an< ^ their application to give ftrength and greater compaCtnefs to 
s an ^ dwellings. 

h u Ul j‘' n g s are alfo in fome degree venerable, as memorials of the length 
^ich We an ln S en uity will go, in providing the conveniences of life, in fituations 
ate apt to imagine the moft helpiefs and forlorn. 

^ r Uir lent . g V ‘ c |. en,: » Aat in the age when thefe fabrics were reared, they had no in- 
* lere any f° ^ r ° n : no ^ one °f them is moulded by a hammer into form, nor is 
^ e t the 01 oc b €r fuch material ufed to fill up the in terftices among the ftones j 
|!'* c d with^ S> m °^ artfull 7 to g et her, feem to exclude the air, and have been 
this °^ ea t mathematical care; elfe could they. not have remained in a tower 
3 ° tbh'ty feet high, fo as to have withftood the cafualties of a thoufand 


K 1 


In 


In the ninth century, when the commitment, on of thefe no them ternt ^ 

the continent freely opened, they could not M to learn the ufi t of cem» 
buildinn, if they had not before difeovered it, and to obtam mtoumenB of ^ 
From thefe dreumftances we may be enabled in feme mealure to ato > ^ 
fo much contefted atra of Ofian’s heroes, as well as that of ^ 0 f 

Car-born chief implies a proficiency in arts, almoft incompatible with the 

life where the application of metals is unknown. 

The bards were men of renown at the above period. When the ScandinaJ !L 
, * rc harafled the coafts of the north of Scotland and the Weft a n 

t?ZZ lll TnX and the leaders of armies, carried them a, ong to ceh 

brate their atchievements, and to narrate the difficulties and dangers whi I 
fortitude and prowefs overcame*. The fame enthufiafm wh.ch mfpired the 
in the day of battle, would make them indulge tile expreffion of fofter ent £ 
in days of eafe, and drains of lamentation in the penfive hours of forrow. J 
hereditary fongs might be for a time preferved bp oral tradition and dot 1 ^ 
hem were put on record by a Danifi hiftoriographer in the ifiand of ' FWa, 

of the OrLcs , and '.here is reafon to believe the poems attributed to 0 ^», ^ 
fonof Fingal, are the produftion of various bards pie uve in , . 

„el , or he might have been one of the general recorders and collectors of 

C armed away by thefe remarks from the particular confideration of The 
ture reprefented in the plate, it is only neeeflary to refer to an ample deft ^ 

its romantic fituation and internal form, given in the aiticle Dun r 

pacre 105, &c. of the author’s " Antiquities and Scenery ft where many 
tions are given of the nature, extent, convemency, and general chara ^ 

buildings. This one is fituated in the central parts of Strath- Newer, jj» 

divifion of the county of Sutherland, and is celebrated as a place o 1 
an ancient Erje ballad of a few lines, of which the following is a tranQati 

Seven miles from ocean, in the chearful dale. 

Stands the large tower, where Dornadilla reigns ; 

From thence, when war or civil feuds prevail, 

The warriors pour into the Caithnejs plains. 


* See «r/ W authority. Annuities and Scenery of Scotland, p. 150* 





FORRES PILLAR. 


'T'HIS majeftic column, on account of its fee *, is the mofl • 

, ^ the ancient obelifks now remaining in North -Britain. 

Conans the moil {lately monument of the Gothic kind to e een 
f r °* its magnitude, and the elaborate workman {hip wherewith it is covered ovr, 
, n an early age it may have been a work of national concern ; u 
? ^ it refers isas yet a matter covered by an impenetrable veil no authen- 
? tradition nor written record concerning it being extant. Several authors have 
S Profufe in their conjeftures concerning the tranfattions in memory of which 
. as been raifed ; a humbler tafk is at prefent propofed, that o 1 in V a 
r 1Inin g the fculptures on it that care will enable us to judge with more certainty 
^cerning the probability of what hiftorians have alledgedj and with that view 
leir teftim on i es fir all be afterwards produced. 

. The rude fibres of the plate, in Gordon's Itinerarium Septentnonale , are in 
? nera l widely 'different, and in many refpefts altogether foreign to the truth o 
°^ e on the column. 

A- diftinder reprefentation was attempted for Shaw's Hiftory of Moray , but there 
y 1 ® figures are for the moft part alfo faulty, and their form imitated in too feeble 

U P Ue rile a manner. 

4 more elaborate drawing from it was made at Mr. Pennant's intonce, and an 
giving f rom i t was publifhed in a fupplemental volume to his lour, l ? 
Equities and Scenery of the North of Scotland ■? but the figures are there laid 


^graving f rom i t was publifhed in a fupplemental volume to his Tour, 
Antiquities and Scenery of the North of Scotland but the figures are the: 

Ut 0ri too fmall a fcale to render them fufficiently exprefiive. 

af As that plate t , however, gives a general idea of the obelilk, it may ferve to 
in >n the connection of the feveral departments to be reprefented at laige, ■ 
u. the annexed fpecimen. Without quoting the brief fummary there narrate o 
r „ e tra nfa6lions to which the fculptures of this column may retci, ome a enera 
fhall now be offered, as an illuftration of the plate annexed. 


U 


* Twenty-five feet in height ; three and a half broad, or about four at the bale, 
t Antiquities and Scenery of Scotland, plate vL P- 54’ 

5 


fit. 


At the top there is a warlike band of men : fome brandilhing their weapon 5 > 
others, as exulting, hold their fhields on high, or are joining hands, in earneft 0 
mutual encouragement and fupport, and apparently rejoicing in their ftrength> aS 
a prelude to vidtory. 

In the midft of the next row of figures, two of the warriors appear preparing 
for, or engaged in, a fingle combat, while their followers or adherents are lookup 
on with various expreffion of intereft in the conflict. 

This cuftom often of old decided the fate of armies and of war*. Of 
chiefs, we have heard of the ambitious and accepted challenge, 

“ Let you and I the battle try, and fet our men afidef.” 

* $ 

And an inflance is mentioned of Caledonian dory, by Mr. Pennant , where 
young Earl of Caithnejs , and the fon of an Earl of Sutherland, fought a fmS 
combat, in which both were (lain, while their armies flood looking on ;£. 

In the fquare department below, a number of the figures are evidently eng a S e ^ 
in the folemnity of a deliberate execution of captives, by beheading of thetf 1 ’ 
Three trumpeters are founding their trumpets, while one Hands with a fword in ^ iS 
hand, in the adtion of executioner ; in the other hand holding the head of ° ilS 
of the captives, juft fevered from the body, which lies by. Several men 
poles, or halberts, are Handing round, as guarding a kind of tent or canopy, und er 
which the heads of the dead are depofited, while the bodies are arranged feemi n S/ 
without the circle : feven are figured as having incurred the above penalty on tlllS 
occafion. 

This, though feemingly a barbarous tranfadtion, has been too often exemplify ,n 
the hiftory of polifhed nations. The piles of heads which were laid at the g ateS 
of Jezreel § exemplifies its antiquity ; and in a more nearly correfponding a S c 'j. 
at the fiege of Nantes, in fhe thirteenth century of the Chriftian sera, the Duke 0 
Normandy caufed the heads of thirty prifoners to be cut off in cold blood. v 
need not be furprifed at the folemnity, therefore, as reprefented on the obeh * 
but at the filence of L hiftory with refpedt to it. The combatants, who are try 1 ^ 
their dexterity in pairs, as at the conclufion of the above execution, may 
contending in arms, in prefence of the chiefs, who belt deferves the armour of 1 
flain : the fhields placed between them feem to vindicate this allufion. 


• i Samuel xvii. 

IO 


f Chevy Chace. J Tour in Scotland, 1769, p. 193. § 2 Kings X- 
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WINGED MARINE WORM. 


j*^HE fingular animal to which is now given the above appellation, is pio- 
p bably a fpecies of the Laplyfia of Linnaus^ and the Depilatory of Mr, 
entla nt *, for three of the characters are applicable : 


The body covered with membranes reflected ; 

A fliield-like membrane on the back ; 

Having four feelers refembling ears. 

afK **" 1S ^ ar ^ rom " an an ‘ ma ' °'' a Ample form,” for when unfolded and in its 
'vi ^ ate lt: dif pl a ys Auch an aftonifhing apparatus of life, as cannot be beheld 
tecr' l0Ut adm 'ration. Indeed the whole eeconomy of nature in the fubmarine 
txh'° nS °P ens a boundlefs fcene of wonders that remain to be explored, and 
^. l kit s in moft ftriking lights the profound intelligence of the patronizing care 
lc h has given them fuch aftonifhing faculties for their prefervation. 


, e Specimen now prefented, merits that attention to which a faithful an 
ev ° rate dra wing from original nature lays claim. In the prefent, as indeed in 
f ^ 0 ther inihan rp in rhp departments of Natural Hiftory, the fubjcct was pre- 
a J ed Aor many days alive, and in the moft perfect ftate attainable, fo as to give 
k e fcope for obfervaaon. 

l ^ moves flowly along the rocks, by means of the mufcular tegument a a, and 
tlj lts Aoft and pliant nature can fo completely exclude the air from under it, 
tvv h en alarmed it adheres fo firmly, that no violence, not deftructive of the 
can remove it. At fuch times it contracts itfelf amazingly, and is in a 
^ nner gathered under its fhield. The filament or membrane, whofe edge is feen 
from h to H > includes a Iheli, in fubftance like thofe of the finer 
ty , C es > but richlv variegated and delicately coloured with a kind of checyuer 
e J k> 1 ; tins, when drawn over it, forms a ufeful buckler, to defend it from 
p* 8 ? injuries ; but feems more particularly the appointment of Nature, or t ® 
\vj t j^^' l0 n of a moft complex and delicate organ, which feems eflentially conne e 
lts hfe and nourifhment. 


* Br. Zml. p. 35 of vol. iv. plate xxi. fig. 21. 


A branched 


A branched duller of femi-tranfpare.it filaments arifes from the back of*' 
animal, bearing all around a fet of polype-like heads which are 
e e e of E, as feen by the affiftance of good glades, for the animal lticl . ( 
plate . is the fize of life. This appears to be a fyftem of fuckers, by 
inhales nourilhment j for when little bits of filh, See. were made to float near tl 
they laid hold of them, and feemed to extraft their juices with great energy, 
it was difficult to difengage the attraded model, without injuring the organ *" 
had laid hold on it. 

This arrangement of polypes communicate with the body of the animal b) 
two tubular Hems, as at G, G. 

e 

The external folding membranes F, F, which fpread like wings, a ft the -P* ^ 
tentacula, by bringing fubftances that fall within their reach down to Acfefo ^ 
for when the wings were waving in the water, if any atom of \y t tha t 

put in their way, they immediately folded down with it, and tout it in, lo 
t he polype fyftem might have it wholly in their power. 

Between the two front feelers of the head, like horns B, B, and the » ' 
ones, like ears c c, are its fmall and clear eyes, which it often fhuts, and 
almoft indifcernable. 

C 

The under part of the head, with the appearance of its mouth, is repre e 
■ nt D. 

The organ which fpreads from between the wings, and has been now r irI “T t i,c 
inveftigated, having, to the bell of the author’s knowledge hitherto efeap ^ 

obfervation of naturalifts, was therefore examined with deliberate care a d g 

pulous attention, during repeated efforts to afcertam the truth, while comp 
the drawing. The animal itfelf, though when taken from its native 
it loll many of its moll expreffive and diftmgmftung charaders, is p ;<i 
in fpirits, as containing a memorial of thefe fads, of which ,t ,s .ropoffibk <° * 
other ocular demonftration to thofe who live at a diftance from the fea- 
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K I N L O S S A B B E T. 


PHIS abbey was pleafantiy fituated, in a rich fpot, at the head of the bay 
°f Findhom, which is a fmall fea-port town of Murray, lying oppofite to 
^ res > where ftands the fuperb Obelifk, defcribed in this and the preceding Num- 

* i he bay is commodious for fmall trading veftels, which is of much confe- 

j /' Ce 1:0 the adjacent country. The river Erne here empties itfclr into the firth ; 
por ,an ^ S are ^" ome lands of this fertile province : and very confiderable 

3bb tl0nS were dedicated to fupport the ecclefiaftical eflablifhments of the 

f 0r e f' It was founded by David I. in 1x50, who endowed it with certain lands, 
tre ^ ,n g boundaries within which the abbot held a regality. The abbot was mi- 
kin * an< ^ had a ^ eaC i n parliaments to maintain this rank, with fuitahle dignity, 
0 f ^ ^Miam appropriated feveral additional farms, to be cultivated for the benefit 

e a bbey, and under the infpe&ion and care of ecclefi allies. AJcelinus was the 
Cc;v _ C of its firft abbot, who came to the pofiefiion of it in the middle of the twelfth 

Ur y> with a body of monks from Melrojs. 

Tb 

cb a j, e rev enues of the abbey, in 1561, amounted to £.1,152, and near fixty 
ers of victual, befides tythes of flxeep, geefe, capons, and poultry. 

oA been otherwife fumptuoufiy endowed ; for, among many expenfive piece* 
Wei k tC> and tiered furniture, belonging to it, a filver laver is mentioned, which 
e d two hundred and forty ounces. 

"Wh 

en goverment permitted thefe religious eftablifhments to be diflolved, the 

* . fti11 their reprefentative in parliament ; this gave rife to fome temporary 
^***-1 fuperiorities, which conveyed a title to fit in the great council of the 

When, at the reformation, the office of abbot was here difannulled, the 
pr 0n , Jr of bis feat in parliament was granted to Edward Bruce, to which he was 
la r . j ‘° ted by the title of Lord Kinlofs, without being put in pofleffion of the abbey 
ftie r k V^ 0niet imes, however, the temporalities were alfo granted to noblemen who 
of ^ ’ 0r laid claim to, fuch indulgence from the crown, i hus the emoluments 
in j 6 ; ' ands which had fupported the Catholic eftablifhments for feveral centuries 
forj and > became fequeftrated again to fecular purpofes, and reverted into their 
/ Channels. 


Oa 


On examining the hillorical fragments that remain concerning the decay of foe e 
facred edifices, one cannot help being ftruck with the various fate they have b ee ^ 
deftined to undergo. For fome time after the Prefbyterian manner of worlhip 
taken place, the grand church of the abbey was the place of divine fervice. 
one *, who had purchafed the abbey lands, obferving “ that the buildings were 
t£ more extenfive than were requifite for a Kirk , and that the ftones were 


hat! 

far 

e*' 


*• cellently fquared, large, and well calculated for buildings of ftrengthj p 
« agreed to build a new place of worlhip for the parilh, with which they 
« well pleafed, and then had full liberty to pull the abbey to pieces ; with barbar^ 

“ hafte he did fo, making traffic of the ftones, many of which were bought 
“ building the caftle at Invernejs 

Remains of finely fluted columns, however, and venerable walls, which yet 
port the highly ornamental vaulted roofs of fome detached parts of the rUlflS ’ 
fragments of rich capitals, and cornices half-buried in the foil j ftill give an inviv 
air of forlorn grandeur to the confecrated ground. 

c { c * 

<c The prior’s chamber, two femicircular arches, the pillars, the couples 0 
" veral of the roofs, afford fpecimens of the moll; beautiful gothic arch i tee 
“ in all the elegance of fimplicity, without any of its fantaftic ornaments. ~ a 
“ the abbey is an orchard of apple and pear trees, at Icaft coeval with the 
“ monks : numbers lie prollrate ; their venerable branches- leem to have ta . 
“ frelh roots, and were loaden with fruit, beyond what could be expe&ed from 1 
“ antique look f.” 

It is faid J the abbey was erefted in memory of a miraculous blow of d°' A ^ 
which hallowed a royal grave § ; for it was the burying-place of many a ScO 
monarch. 


* Alexander Brodie , of Lethem. 

$ See Antiq. and Scenery, 6o. 


f Mr. Pennant. 
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-B A L V E N T CASTLE, 

11 ancient and refpe&able Fortrefs, in the Par: ill of 
Morilachy and upper Diflridt of Banfffiire . 

^ E fituation is fuch. as would be eligible in an early age, for a place 
*hr r°^ ftren S th > °f obfervation, and fecurity. It is a circular mount, which on 
a K es _‘ s pretty fteep ; and a natural hollow, augmented and improved by art, in 
ner infulates it on the fourth. This gave opportunity of confulting with great 
Vi t y t ^ e a dditional fafety gained by a ditch and rampart, drawn round on the decli- 
tj en ’ at a Ettle diftancc from the walls of the caftle. In fuch fituations the very an- 
tbi s y p h l ^ buildings, in the remoter diftr.ids of the north, are often found * : and 
ei ? S t0 con ^ er E>me validity on the current tradition of the country, that the 
ftfQn ° °bl was called the Pights or PiElijh Power f. There are, however, ftill 
tl le ^ . 'Terences to the exiftence of a place of -confiderablc ftrength here, about 
of ^ ,n * n g °f the eleventh century J ; which being an ter a prior to the building 
fuj. D 'ffyor Caftk, and nearly coeval with the Power of London, we are not to be 
G - ^ la t our accounts of it then are indiftind, and the annals of military tranf- 
afR rrTl S ln ^ at Period dubious. — Some monuments indicate, and concurring traditions 
%r es 5 t ^ ie adjacent plain had been a field of battle in an early age. Swords, 
and ^orfe-fhoes, °f antique forms, have been repeatedly dug up in thofe parts, 

ri ans ret be moft authentic evidences of the fall of foreign enemies there. Our hifto- 
fr Ce , s 8eneraII y a S ree > f hat this was the memorable defeat of the Danijh or Norwegian 
flon e U f der ^ necus or Enetus, by king Malcolm II, about the year xoio §. A huge 
th e a hlC ^ ^ an ds not far from the caftle of Balveny , is pointed to, as marking out 
of its , Ve °f the Danijh general ; but as it is void of fculpture, the time or intention 
ein § creded there, cannot now be pofitively afcertained. 

f h 

Co n (- e at BNveny Caftle was an eminent place of ftrength, and formerly held of high 
*' rrio^ UenCe > * s ev ^d ent from hence ; “ that through all the periods to which our 
<c b ; t 5 e aut hentic hiftories extend, the poflcftion of this fortrefs was an object of am- 
the ni) ° n to die moft noble and powerful families of the kingdom. ||” But among 
been D i er ° Us fragments of obliterated carvings and broken coats of arms, which had 
t>nly acc d over the windows and on various parts of this venerable ftrudure, the 
ClT >orial of its former polTeflors, which can now be diftindiy traced, is the 

See Anh’ 

t Se e q 1<5uit!es and Scenery, p. 73, &c. t Pichts Wark. 

II Tile Q ^° n . S *t>ner. Septentrional^, p. 153, &c. § See For dun, Boece, Buchanan, &c. 

JjS umn >mgs, bouglajjis, and Stewarts, in fucceffion. 


L a 


motto 


motto belonging to the Stewarts earls of Athol *, which they had caufed to be engrave ^ 
in very large old capitals on a fcroll, that extends along a great part of the front ° 
the caftle, nearly over the gateway j and which part had probably been built wlu^ 
it was in the poffeffion of that family. The buildings towards the fouth-weft^ 
ner, where unwieldy ftrength, more than elegance or convenience, feems to have : oc ^ 
ftudied, were prior to the above rera; and it received fome other additions au cr 
was conveyed from the Athol family. The whole buildings, when entire, forinea * 
ample court, inclofing an area of forty or fifty yards diameter. One circular and v’O 
lar^e tower on the fouth-eaft corner, which commanded the gateway, is a lofty ^ 
ment of the ftrength of this fortrefs. On the other angles are the remains of 
turrets, from whence to watch the motions of a diftant enemy, or to annoy the al a 
ants on their approach. The front is fpacious, and ftill preferves in its a P' 
pearance the rude veftiges of its early grandeur. The windows, which are g encra ^. 
larger than ufual in thofe places of defence, are therefore ftrongly guarded by 
bars of maffy iron j and the iron gate, of enormous weight, ftill hangs on its 
hinges, and ftrikes one, on entering, with the formidable idea of the troubled 
which it had come from the anvil. 

The mount on which the caftle ftands commands the profpeft of a rich ^ 
fpacious valley, inclofed with doping hills, on whofe declivities the alder, afh, . ^ 
and hazel, intermixed with the wild cherry-trees, enrich the banks of the ^ £ 
Fiddicb , which winds through the dale, and adds beauty and fertility to the adja^ 
fields : whilft the country around rifes into mountainous feenes, where the plantad 
of Scotch firs, and other foreft trees, vary with their dark verdure the glowing ^ ea 
and are thriving apace under the aufpices of the prefent earl of Fife , over thofe helg 1 
where ftrength of vegetation feemed to have been denied. 

In the midft of the valley, the late earl, when proprietor of the demefne, chofe ra^ 
to ere£t an elegant modern feat, than to add to the incommodious buildings of his p 
deeeffors in the ancient fortrefs. 

This edifice, to which the ruins of the ancient caftle, with the woods and mounta J 
around, form excellent viftas, is only feen here in the diftant part of the landfcap e ^ 
a fpacious rural retirement it has ample accommodations ; and in beauty of fi tl1 
is fcarce inferior to any of the numerous country feats which belong to that 
family. 

* FFRTh FORTVIN AND FIL THI FATTRIS, 







F 0 R R ES PILLAR. 


J^OETIUS, and Tome other of our more early hiltorians, (truck with the pecu* 

. liar characters, and remarkable number of the monuments of the obelifk kind, 
j. ^ ort b Britain , adorned with fculptured figures of beads, birds, and fillies ; appa- 
fr ntI y hieroglyphics ; were imprelTed with a high idea of their origin, and inierred 
(( ()rn ’•hem — “ That the firft colonies which planted or civilized Caledonia were of 
t c ^Syptian extraction ; and that thefe fculptured Hones were an evidence how long 
le y had retained the cuftoms of that celebrated country.” 

■^■nd although Mr. Gordon was fully aware of the extravagance of that reflection 
£ °! gravely quotes * Bi/hop Nicbolfons authority for calling it “ one of Heitor 
^ hmcies f ” — yet the thought has been probably, fomehow or other, the 
to] 6 h e ’ n g betrayed into fo extraordinary a delineation of tha,t part of the 

Uril ‘ l at Ferres , which is reprefented in the annexed plate. For he has given a 
ari( l a fphinx, and a centaur, and fome camels with human heads inftead of 
lx rnen on horfeback, who are flying before a purfuing enemy on foot. 

One thing, however, it is but juftice to remark, that a curfbry obfervation of 
j e e fculptures, is not fufficient to apprehend their original forms, and a’certain 
identity. They are carved out in pretty high relievo , and many of the more 
i e<r ting p ar t s c f the figures are crumbled down through the unavoidable injuries 
.father and time. In many lights, the real outlines are fcarce difcernible : 
, ft as ne cefiary, therefore, to examine their efFeCl in the funfhine, both before and 
dif 1 r *° 0n > ere the dubious forms could be afeertained with precifion. The moft 
f c Jj ertl ' n g eye will fcarcely 'be able at once to difeover the whole exprefiion of the 
P tUr es. Inftead of the indefinite defeription, therefore, “ of figures of a mon- 
*c , r ° Us form, with men Handing by them, holding obfeure weapons in their 
’ the upper compartment of this plate fhews, that the firft line of the 
a Hd° r '° US P art 7> w h° have put the horfe to flight, are diftinCtly armed with bows 
f rr ° Ws J followed by others with drawn fwords in their right hands, and targets 
e * r arms ’ And on the lower compartment, which Mr. Gordon had not 
by ^ t: ’ rne to delineate at all to any purpofe, the troop of horfe are evidently feized 
* military on foot, who had routed, and were purfuing them, as aoove ; and 


Scotch Hift. Library, p. 64, 




* Iter, Septen. p. 159. 


another 


another folcmnity, of beheading the captives, had taken place : one of the heads i* 
diftinguifhed, as placed in a frame, fixed to a kind of arched canopy ■, which 
be an expreffion of refentment fimilar to its being hung in chains. And under 
that covering, whatever it may imply, the reft of the decapitated bodies ar3 
difpofed. 

It is obvious, that the actions and attitudes of the human figures, confidered 111 
this and the former ftriCture on Forres Pi lar , are in many refpeCVs very awkwardly 
defigned : and yet, when we reflect on its being the work of the tenth or eleventh 
century, it is rather a matter of furprife, that they are executed fo well. 
fculptures on it are perhaps fuperior to any performances of the fame age, eith el 
in England or on the continent. At that period the arts, and all Europe, were b° 
emerging from the dreadful fhade which the Gothic devaluations occafioned. 
the tenth century * many princes, and pontiffs, could not fubfcribe their nam es » 
and the reprefentations of emperors and faints, made by artifts on the windows o 
churches, and on miffals, do not far exceed in expreffion the copies of them m ac ^ e 
in the grotefque figures which form the motley pictures of the kings on cards* 
— Inftead of the remark that has been made, of thefe ftrictures on the monument 
not allowing an early enough date to the progrefs of literature in Scotland ; tht’t e 
may be now fome fallacy fufpeCted in the delineation of this and the other cohnv> n3 ’ 
becaufe they evince that the imitative arts had attained a greater degree of P ci " 
fefhon in Caledonia than in almoft any other part of Europe, in the periods im irie 
diately fucceeding what are called the dark ages. Rnt at fnfts, and not theork 3 ’ 
are all that are here eftablifhing, it is only requifite to mention, that where 
fomewhat obliterated parts of the obelifks are more accurately defined than wh at 
thefe weather-beaten fculptures may fuggeft to a fpeclator on curfory obfervati on'" 
they are either the effeCt of more attentive confideration ; or, if conjecture is && 
allowed to interpret any dubious veftige, it was rather in favour of a natural an 
rational, than quaint or abfurd idea ; a principle which, in all antiquarian or hift 0 ' 
rical fpeculation, is certainly philofophically juft. 

® Hiftory of the Emperor Charles V. 
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The COMMON LIMPET, 

or PATELLA. 

J T is remarkable, that in the hiftories of fhell-fifh, and from very refpe&able au- 
thorities, the Limpet fhould be reprel'ented as a moll inert, formlefs, and torpid 
Atrial, immoveably fixed to the fame rock *, and conftantly adhering fo clofe, as 
^tillered it a myftery which way they could fubfift f. 

The general appearance of this fhell-fifh, when found above low-water mark, and 
, e difficulty of difengaging it from its place of abode, had firft fuggefted thefe opi- 
ni ° ns j and continued to countenance them, in the view of fuch enquirers into nature, 
I av e not given the fubjedt a particular examination. 

t ^ w as therefore prefumed, that it might be acceptable to thofe who have not oppor- 
j ^.'ty of furveying the animals of the Patella race, in their native element, to have a 
0 ^ neadon of the ftrudture of one, as a fpecimen, prefented to them, with a narration 
°rne particulars in their manner of life. 

The infide view of die ftiell D, given at A, with the animal alive in it, fhews 
B the front of a ftrong, cartilaginous, mufcular mafs, wherewith it adheres at 
? ea fure with amazing firmnefs to the rocks, and by the various movements of which, 
i a l° n g in fearch of pafture, with an equable fteady pace, in any direction, as 

in P rom P ts - During this progrefs the horns or feelers feem actively engaged 

^ exa mining the nature of the fubftances wherewith the rocks are covered, and no 
c ° u bthave the capacity of afeertaining how far the courfe is eligible, and the lubftan- 
j. s good for food j for fometimes the feelers feem offended, and retraCt, and then the 
<‘ ne °f walk is altered. “ Here,” fays the Limpet, “ am I travelling in fearch of 
tc ^olefome nourifhment; if I find it in this field, I fhall remain, and exhauft its 
i, ti ea Lres j if not, I will feek after a richer foil, and productions of the rock that are 
rr '° re [ o my tafte.” 


- he . head ofthe animal magnified at C > in the middle of } tS ftraD ® e , m ° U ? V 

1 

, ‘-lue for ce and quicknefs; and feems to be an inftrument of teeth, provided 
ty ee ^ atUre j for rubbing off the nutrimental fubftances from the rock and fea- 


^ fftewn the form of a kind of grater, which it moves up and down with confi- 


9 ) 


Buffon 


f Speftacle de la Nature. 


2 


The. 


The in fide of the iliell is cloathed with a moveable membrane, finely ramified ^ 
purple and various-coloured veins, which terminate at the margin of it in a feries 
fibres, ee, feverally animated ; thefe are a fet of retra&ile polype-like organs, n ^ 
in various modes are ever waving about in the water, probably alfo inhaling noun ^ 
ment ; and may be the inftruments employed in making the continually neceffary a 
ditions to its fhell. 

The filament which generally covers the infide of the fhell, it can retraft and ^ 
pand at pleafure ; and at a little diftance from the edge, a curioufly-wrought 
.tine runs round it like net-work, each feveral part of which is often in motion, lik^ 
play of lungs. 


While the Limpet was under confi deration, there appeared feveral minute, unC °^, a 
mon living creatures darting about in the water, of a femi-tranfparent fubftance i ^ 
of thefe, which were got confined, fo as to be examined by the microfcope, are 
on the plate at G g, and F f, (the fmall letters indicating their natural fize) : ,unkn° 
to what tribes they belong. 


i of th® 

They were occafionally caught by the rapid movements of the tentacula ° ^ 
Accom or Barnacle , H h, and iuhamly fwallowed by ii, — fome proof that its blin 
tivity is not exerted in vain. 

This genus is called by Lanrueus, Lepas. The fpecimen here produced at h> 
of a very beautiful form ; and feems fomewhat different from the Cornijh ( ^ 
Zool. vol. IV. plate XXXVII. fig. 6), or any of the other kinds there fig l,r ^ 
But the inceffant celerity wherewith they play in the water, and the impolfibilitf 
arrefting them in an expanded ftate, evincing the difficulty of critically afcerta^ * 
their form, were an incitement to attempt it, and the chief reafon for giving ^ 
place on the annexed plate; where the general appearance of its fibrous claw^ ^ 
,a6tive tentacula, are reprefented at H'. The objedt of thefe ftridtures being n ° ^ 
much to diftinguiffi fhells by their external form, as to unfold the properties 
^economy of their living inhabitants. 
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«ew near BERRIDALE CASTLE, 
in CAITHNESS. 


A VAST range of mountains pervades Sutherland, and terminates in the im- 
ui menfe promontory of the Ord of Cailhnefs, which prefents to the eaft fome 
■Wh ^ c hffs that are beat by the German ocean. From the top of thefe cliffs, 

° ne approaches the verge, and looks down to the fea, it impreffes the mind 
r 0a 1 a °f aw ^ u ^ fenfe of an airy, exalted, and dangerous fituation. The very 
p e ,/" 0r horfes and carriages acrofs this head-land, winds along the precipices, im~ 
, ln § in many parts over the fea ; fo that the traveller beholds a dreadful depth 
*he fea roaring beneath j but heard from fuch a height founds as a far diftant 
<c ^ Ur * Thefe cliffs, Mr. Pennant fays, tc are infinitely more high and horrible, than 
Tjj £ ^Wmaen Mawr," of Wales, which is fo celebrated for its terrific grandeur. 
tre at$ CaVernS y awn beneath, and run far under ground, are the gloomy re- 

°f ftals and fea fowl j the former find rich food in the lump-fifh, which breed 
^ le * ower rocks j and the latter build their nefts on the fhelves within the caves, 
s which they know are feldom vifited or acceffible to the human kind. 

tl le ^ n .^ e ^ Ce hding the north fide of the Ord, and entering the County of Cailhnefs , 
o n t | Ulns °f Berridale Cafile, in a peninfulated fituation, on a ridge of rocks, appears 
of r ’ght ; on the left, arable lands in a deep bottom, enriched with linall woods 
c 0l] erSj birch, and willows j thefe too, frequently cloath the rocky hills, and the 
Settle ^ r ° Un< ^ abounds with ftags and roes ; in the moors are all forts of feathered 

p 

t ^ le ^ ee P face of a hill, which rifes beyond Berridale and fronts the Ord, 
5rk j ‘ s a right romantic view of two bridges, over the Berridale and Langwal rivers, 
give° - tIle °penings into the woody glens through which they run : this profpeft is 
W° Plate. An ancient burying-ground, to which there is now no place of 

*te ^ near ’ a ff°rds the lonely entertainment of mofs-grown grave-ftones, on which 
aces of decayed fculpture, but too indefinite long to engage attention. 

jac c . nt \ rhattered remains of Ach Cafile-, the veftiges of a circular tower; the ad- 
ti Ce C larn] ets, and village of Aufdale, are the only other objedts that conciliate no- 
n pafiing through this entrance into the more level lands of Caithnejs . 

Th 

ftiQk ° u §h Caithnejs be a champaign country, the coafl is in general bold and 
1 J lar ge malfes of the precipitous cliffs, detached from the main, often form- 

M 


ms 


ing infulated pyramids hollowed through with lofty arches ; and columns of 
height, the foaming {urges beating round their bafes, are ftriking objects in 
auo°uft fcenery which they afford. Old cattles are frequently remarkable on ^ 
head-lands impending over the fea: and this ftile of coaft continues all the way 
the beach beyond Dungjby-head , commonly called John-a-gr oat’s boufe , that 
the name of a man who long kept the ferry boat, which paffes between ScoW* 
the Orcades. 














G A STL E of AUCH1ND0WN. 


T 


ft E barony of Auchtndaum, in the parifh of Martlach *, is fituated at the entrance of the interior 
lan an< ^ more hilly part of Banffshire , upon the river Fiddicb , above its junction with the Did- 
W i" e parates it from the lordfhip of Balveny ; and contains feme valuable lands. The caftle 
- er ^ cor >fpicuous and lofty fituation ; placed on the fummit of a conical rocky mount, on the 
f. I( ‘ e of the river, near to the entrance of the foreft of Glenfidich , and almoft oppofite to that 
thg ai ^ a blc pafs the Glacis of the Ballach ; it is acceflible on one fide only ; and wed calculated for 
and COrnmanc * as well as the protedtion of all that part of the country. T. he caftle is walled round, 
of -*°ut the wall a deep ditch and mafly rampart encircles the top of the hill j but the principal part 
in e 1S rerr >arkable fortrefs is a very ftrong vaulted tower of three ftories high ; the central apart- 
iaft e w ^' c h is fpacious, and well finifhed in an admirable gothic ftile, feveral pairs of fluted pi- 
ra ifed in freeftone, are ipread out in branches above their capitals, and form a well-imagined 
Anient to the arched roof ; which gives it much the appearance of a gothic church. ! he 
rn ar( °' Vs ’ as is ufual in fuch buildings, are high and narrow on the outfide ; but open in a Hoping 
} 0r ' ler as they pafs through the wall, which is of an extraordinary thicknefs ; and having we!l- 
^ ^ i^ats of hewn ftone projecting from the fldes, they form a kind of fmall apartments adjoin- 
ha ps S reat hall, where half a dozen inferior vaflals or attendants might dine in each, who per- 
'1'he p the tnilitary etiquette of chieftary, could not be permitted to fit at the principal table. 
de nc Cllef s of thofc turbulent times, actuated by a fpecious policy, generally reared their chief refi- 
Tjj^ w here the largeft trails of fertile land molt readily adminiftered the abundant harveft. 
V5f t ( Calt lcs of courfe became in fome meafure the granaries of the adjacent diftridls. I his pro- 
th c f fj Ccu red one great means of liberally entertaining their military vaflals ; and it is probable that 
Co„ rat * Ve board and caroufal, which was too often the deluflve premium of the intrepidity and 
^ e wn in maintaining the intereft of their chiefs, while they flimulated the fpirit of warlike 
Con nt r ' ^tight be greatly inftrumental in fomenting thofe feuds which fo often laid wafte the 


e *pl 

ft'he 


On fuch occnfions the Bards “ were wont to kindle the wild heroic fire, by finging the 
° Its °f arms, at the feaft in the halls of joy.” 


1(1 t} ie e f Ca ^' e of -Auchindmn, with feveral others in thofe territories, are faid to have been built 

' Q nijb i 


i 

&or,:n , eve nth century, as fortrefles to protect the country from the depredations of the Norfc and 


Pear s ” ’ nvader s: but from the ftile of building and fpecies of mafonry which it now exhibits, it ap- 
% t 4' 0re P r °bable that it was eredted in the end of the fourteenth or beginning of the fifteenth 
at that' • f ° r in 1519 it firft rifes into fome importance in the hiftory of Scotland. The nation was 


who 1 


UtTle liable to be dreadfully harrafled by the feuds of the nobles, and by frequent civil wars 


:ifl ’ "“ Ol °olc deep into the derivation of names from the ancient Gaelic, which probably was the original language of this 
h ' CK e ntit| Mortlai * is faid to have been fo called from Mari-hgh, i. e. “ large valley s” being cnclofed by a mountainous region, 
•d^-trej, CS ,he more level and arable part to that denomination. The Fiddxb had received its name from the great number of 
dt v ">ody o at are f r re «l over the tides of a long winding glen through which it runs : thence poetically chmaftetixed, Fh-Jildb, 
J : nirn -" The other rivulet, The Dull™, had, in the fame manner, received its dilHnguifhing appellation from the fud- 

* rv ed t n '°‘ n mountains, which by their rapidity, and the obftrudtions met with in its winding channel, are fo frequently 


et °w its banks, and render it impaffable, incurring the epithet of Duiln-av>n> tlie place of floods. 

M 2 


which ' 




f’il 


\ybich their contefts occafioned. The confutation of their fafety, therefore, obliged the 
chieftains to conttrud places of ftrength and defence, for the protection of their family , 
dependants in times of danger. And all who had fufficient influence with the crown obtained 
permiflion and authority for that purpofe. Auchindown feems to have been one of thofe bw 
the inftance of the family of Findlater . 

Alexander Lord Ogilvie held this barony, in 1520, as part of the lordfhip of Dejkford. At 


period he married Elizabeth , a lady of the family of Gordon ; forming a connexion that av?e . 
northern counties •, but an alarming diffention fprung forth from it, that well nigh counterba a ^ 
all its falutary effects. By fettlements in confequence of this alliance,, the eftate and barony 0 
chindtium were configned to a collateral heir of the family of Gordon -, Sir James Ogilvie of ^ ^ 

fon and heir of Lord Alexander by a former marriage, being abroad, in France , with Queen M ^ 
as mafter of her horfe-guards, at the time. On his return with her majefty into Scotland, 1 ^ fl f 
claimed his heritable pofleflions, and threatened to defend his lawful title to Auchindown by 


th^ 

the 


arms. 


The conteft between the reprefentatives of thefe noble families was on the eve 


of eimb> r01 
of ral1 


ifo 


ing the north in all the horrors of civil war ; when, by the mediation of fome j udicious men 0 ^ 

folicitous to preferve the public quiet, and equally friends of the contending parties, it was agf 
fubmit the caufe to the arbitration of Queen Mary ; and her too artful counfellor the V 
Murray lent his aid in the decifion.. 


The Queen, being come north, received in perfon the keys of Findlater Cajlle and of t/ 

in teftimony of the implicit fubmiflxon to be paid to her decrees ; and peace and future un3 .'!* ; 0 tfS 
was folemnly fworn to by the families at variance, and ratified, with all the grandeur of t £ 
ceremony, before the high altar of St. Ann’s Church in Cullen. 

* 

By the royal determination, the barony and caftle of Auchindown devolved on Sir Adam _,gji 
who afterwards aCted.a diftinguilhed part in the civil wars that embittered' the latter part of ^ 
Mary’s reign. 

• C ftlhl or ^ 

The Earl of Murray, for his good' offices in being umpire along with Mary in ,el 
di-fpute, laid' hold on the ample fields of Strath-Nairn , an eftate which the family of FindlaW 
Invernefsjhire , and annexed it to his pofleflions. 

I<n confequence of thefe conceffior.s, Alexander Lord Findlater and Sir James , his fon, y 

other lands and eftates to which they had laid claim confirmed and ratified to them. A v ' er ^ to( $ 
tuous monument, a mod fplendid and beautiful piece of gothic architecture, is placed over 


on* hi : 

fome fculptures merit particular attention,, and a plate of. it ihall therefore be engraved 
next number. 


of the above nobleman and his lady, who united the interefts of thefe powerful families ; 


icf 

the 
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SPIRJL SERPULIE, &c. 

V a reprefentation of thefe complex affemblages of marine productions, which 
are found together on feledt pieces of alga, fome idea is communicated of the 
r- varying entertainment, which may be derived, from examining the endlefs di- 
r tty of ways in which life operates among them. 

Th 

r etre C Uncommon m °des of exigence, which aftuate animated being in the deep 
tra ^_ ats °f the ocean, impart fenfations of furprife and pleafure, which virtually at- 
hcul ° Ur not * ce anc ^ conciliate a livelier intereft in the minuteft detail of par- 
tj Cu j ars in their hiftory. From the nature of the refearch that leads to thefe par- 
ars j the whole, for ages, can be but partially known, 

°f a h a i & c - exhibited in the plate, there are four feveral fubiefts 
Ich merit attention.- 

a ^*j n Tlle S P iral Serpula wherewith it is ftudded (fpecified Br. Zod. vol. IV. p. 127) 
fixed 6 ten<aer ^hell, wreathed like the cornu ammonis, found always immoveably 
W eec j J 0a vari ous ihells and cruftacea, as well as adhering to feveral kinds of fea- 
^iddj hiells, reprefented in their natural fize on the leaf which occupies the 

*hew n e - Part the P Iate > are highly magnified at A. A. A. where feveral forms are 
ttlOfe f T tlie terrei>eI1 ^ their inhabitants, ilfue from the fpiral cells. B. is a 

haij n . U * ant ^ perfeft view of the elegant organ which is its chief inftrument for in- 
nour ^ ment J than could eafily be exhibited in a general delineation of the 
kerned one °f thefe was under infpeftion with the aquatic microfcope, it 

•hated t0 Pl ^° Ur un< ^ er fome oppreflion, and after feveral throes, a number of ani- 
Ver ail ^ ar ' ac ^ es ^ a tadpole form, as a. a. a. came forth from among its rays ; fe- 
feer ned 3nd fl ° W , cle S reeS} <-lifengaging themfelves from a vifcous fubftance, which 
the retard their progrefsj but foon were feen with great vivacity fporting in 
tier j n et '‘. ^ ,0 P art °f natural hiftory is more involved in obfcurity than the man- 
way ^ lch f everal kinds of Buckies produce their young. Perhaps the above 
9 t lib ert VC beCn t!lC llvin § offs P r i n g of the Spiral SerpuU, which, after being awhile 
Ca Paci tv y f° cIaooi ' e a P r0 P er place of refidence, may be endowed by nature with a 

tat e fvl 0l ** 0rm * n g and fixing the lhell, fo needful to protect the tender and deli- 
vttem 


So m 0 ? t ^ er ^tng obfervable on thefe fhores, may be here remarked ; that at the 
4t titd at ? ^ le Pools, frequented by the buccinum ore rotundo, there are found little 
e 8g s j as at f. f. f. with a -circl 

# 


e m of- their organization. 


circle of active tentacula ifiuing from the top, 

which • 


which may be the ovaria of the above Buckie.-Mr. Ellis * expend to have found 
fomething of this kind of life belonging to the cyathus marinus. That little fea-c Y 
or e<*g is the ovary of the purpura , or buccinutn ore deprejfo ; for all the cyathi man 
contain the purple dye ; which feems only to have been hitherto extrafted from * 
feminal veffels of die animal. The above ingenious author only, therefore, io 
erred in calling it the ovarium of the peiiwinkle. 

Every remark, though indefinite, drawn from actual obfervation, merits attention 
as leading forward to fuller difeuffions ; for from thefe materials, more regular na ' 
ratives and illuftrations of this part of natural hiftory may be formed. 

III. At e. e. on the alga, is reprefented a glutinous fubftance, as it appears to 
naked eye, feeming only a kind of fpeckled femi-tranfparent jelly : but on being W'J 
magnified is found, an affemblage of fpirited animals, which alternately dart to 
from, and retreat into, regular rows of elaftic cells, in form of living flowers, as 
lineated at E. Whether an ovarium or diftindt fpecies of animal, its extreme 
•nutenefs has yet rendered uncertain. 

IV. The very beautiful coralline, on the point of the leaf at c. and magnified^ 
C. is found in great abundance on the fea-weed of this coaft, under low-water to* 
Mr. Ellis takes notice of it in his EiTay on Corallines, p. 71 j but did not 0 
fpecimens fufficiently alive, to fee the form of the polypes which occupy 1 
elegant abodes. It is only here marked, on account of the repeated opportun 

of admiring the fubtile dexterity and delicate frame of the little animal that T °j s a 

thefe alabafter grottos. Their general appearance is marked at D : — and D. • ^ 

Angle ray of the tentacula highly magnified : but no pencil or defcnption can ^ 
juftice to its amazingly minute and delicate ftrufture. Each tentacula .is t0 
feathered along the edges; and thefe edges move with inconceivable rapidity, . 
at times when the general fyftem of rays remains quietly fpread ; and, while this r 
motion of parts, fo exquifitely formed, baffles conjedture with relpecl to 1 iei n t 
it gives a marvellous expreflion of the infinitely fine particles of which that « 
is compofed, which gives no teeming refiftance to the play of organs fo am* 
minute and delicate. 

In thefe departments of nature, we behold the influence of an original 
which, with virtual power, has diffufed fuch life through the whole fcale o an , 
being; and feel the awe, infpired by folemn refledtion on the great first c 
which has fo varioufly diftributed adtive exiftence throughout the myriads 0* 
which adorn this aftoniffling univerle of things. 


* Effay on Corallines, 87. 
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friftory of FORRES PILLAR . — Part 3d. 

fevera] portions of this column, given in thefe plates, are io contrived in 
riofit tne exe cution, that they may be palled together; fo that any one, whofe cu- 
]q ac ] ^ , rria y prompt him to fee the general effect of the whole, may thus have a 
°f model of this remarkable monument. 

Th 

COt ifi{f l '^ er ^‘ v ^ 10n °f die call front of the pillar, given in the annexed plate, 
ln S principally of nine uniform horfes with their riders, with fome waving em- 
fient above, does not require any great length of comment : the obliterated 
1 which the figures now appear, and the indefinite exprefiion of the orna- 
are lU< -h as admit of little farther illuftration of their import. 


’I'h 

the ei>r'^ rei " te ^ ^ art °^* t ^ ie rever ^ e °f die pdlar is occupied by a fumptuous crofs ; 
c ienc f 1C ! ments °f which are a curious and elaborate performance ; of thefe a fuffi- 
%^res^ eCl Tlen ' S ^’ ven ,n plate VT. of Antiquities and Scenery of Scotland. The 
Hick ^ pedeftal under the crols are alluded to in the following oblervations, 
conclude its hiftory. 

Hat fQ S ment i° n ed among the previous remarks on this fuperb monument, that 
they a jj r !^ er hiftorians had faid of the reprefentations on it, lhould be cited; but 
$ep t . eem t0 coincide with, or are taken from, thofe of Mr. Gordon , Itinerarium 

is v er ;f^ where, although he mentions the total defeat of the Scandinavians, he 
that °f t h e traditionary appropriation of the fculptures on the column 

'' t her e eVent ’ ' Wh y this obelifk was raifed, or how to explain the feveral figures 

" by t i° n ’, * am >” fays he, “atalofs; but cannot forbear thinking that it was erected 
K } lis e Scots after the battle of Murtlach * ” And Mr. Guthrie , who feems to fol- 
" ad Qr °P ln i° n s, had taken but a curfory view of the pillar, when he fays, « It is 

** tronk- 6 ruc ^ e fculptures which are now unintelligible, but reprefent warlike 
P les and marches.” s 

f U * 

f C(j , ^dineation, however, of the feveral arrangements of the figures implied by 
Hlic ati UreS 0n being now, by thefe plates, laid before the encouragers of this 
°Mtig the y are enabled to judge of the propriety of the application of the fol- 
J t ^ ec dotes t0 die fubjedl, in elucidating the general tradition concerning it, 
j s ctefted in memory of the defeat of the Banes. 

vt ears ftom the annals of 'Torfu-us f, that a body of Scandinavian adven» 
ned by chieftains from Caithne/s , in the ninth century, had eftablifhed 




f Antiquities and Scenery, p. 128, & c. 


themfelves. 




themfelves, and formed a fortrefs at the Burgh-lad of Moray, which ref.<le”« 
gave them an ample and a favourable range for foraging, and feizing on the 
ftock of that rich and fertile province. 

Thefe invaders kept regular pofieffion of that ftrong bold for near a h« n< ^ 
and fifty years ; during which time they made many fuccefsful depredations, 
ftrove, with various fortune, to eftabliih inland colonies. 

In thefe fanguine endeavours to extend their fway, and at the fame time 
more fpeedy retreat to their lines, when carrying off booty, or baffled in any 
tempt, the aid of cavalry was of effential and almoft indifpenfable importance, 
naturally became the diftinguilhing charadteriftic of tlreir forces. 

Of conlequence, as it was the great objeft of Caledonian policy and 
feize their horfes, in order to defeat their enterprizes ; fo when, in a fortunate pe ^ 
they fucceeded in totally routing the Scandinavian bands, and compelling t e ^ 
leave their fhores, if they wi filed to erect a confpicuous memorial of the eveI ^ in g 
moft ftriking article would be to exhibit the feizure of the horfes, and the in 1 
of capital penalty on their riders; and this is done, in the moft confpicuous P 

ments of the column. 

It is moreover evident, from the concurring teftimony of hiftory and tra(3l ^ n <l 
that part of the troops and warlike adventurers which had embarked in J he A ^ 
expedition undertaken by Olaus Prince of Norway, about the year 1,000 , ‘ j„g 

inforce the garrifon at Eccialjbacca, or the Burgh of Moray, and made fome 
advances towards the fubduing of the furrounding countries— and that foon a . fl 
period, their repeated defeats induced them wholly to relinquifii their fettlem 

that province. 

• de ^ 

No event was therefore more likely to become a fubjeft of national gratitu ^ 
honour, than thofe aftions in which the princes of Norway and their military 
rents were totally defeated, and which fo fully paved the way for returning 
to fmile over thefe harafled and extenfive territories. And, in confequence ot t ¥ 
dinavian forces finally evacuating their polls, a treaty of amicable alliance m ^ 
formed between Malcolm and Canute — or Sue no king of Norway : and tie 
fi<mres on the bafe of the crofs have been fculptured to exprefs that impoi tan . 
cibation.— While the figures on the adjacent edge of the obelilk, which ar^ ^ 
hand in hand, and in attitudes of friendly communication, may allude to ^ ^ 
degrees of mutual confidence and fecurity which took place after the eU 
fettled, that are reprefented on the front of the column. 

* See Ex traits from Torfevs, Sett. III. in Antiquities and Scenery of Scotland. 
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C 4SC JDE in GLEN-HJJOICH, 
M J R - FOREST. 

; s a long, winding, wooded valley, of Mar-Forejl. Its rivulet falls 
'bale lnt ° ^ ie ^ ee> near t0 Cra £S an > the rock whofe tower marks the opening into 
fnt/ m ° re> w here Mar-Lodge , the Earl of Fife’s hunting feat, is fituated. The 
i n ^ nce ^ nto the glen is rocky ; the channel of the rivulet bounded by precipices ; 
f 0r P^ces thefe nearly approach each other j and fine pidlurefque cafcades are 
e by the torrents rufhing over the rocks between. 

rn ei] t *? ne °b tbe molt romantic falls. Lord Fife has lately added a high embellilh- 
th e f Growing a wooden bridge over it. Under the protection and fhade of 
K - aCent: roc kj a kind of feat or hermitage is formed, from whence the cliffs, 
a S e> an d ball of the foaming rivulet, have a very pidturefque and pleafing 
at itie"' circumftances determined the choice of the profpeCt prefented in the 

ag e plate. Such fituations, romantic by nature, it has been, in every polifhed 
tfiv ec j C ob j eft °b ta fte to improve. Even artificial folitudes and grottos are con- 
kfious^ 0 tbe enn °bling ideas of the more fecluded wilds of creation. The 

fojj t S Pbdofopher, and gay enthufiaft, equally delight in thefe retirements. In the 
atiq bcene, retired from the intrufion of the world, fancy finds feemingly fairer 
Can Itl0re °P en fields wherein to play j ranging over nature, unconfined and free, 
0f th m ° re delight itfelf with various {peculation in undifturbed quiet the treafures 
° u §ht more liberally unfold. 

pL-. 

and th° natura by fair, frequents the folitary fcene ; comes forth from the cave 
' v * t h hg C ^ ts °f the rock, like the nymph of the myftic cell, and charms the world 
^°liag e er ,^' v ^ ne fnchantments. To mark how the wild flowers fpring, what varied 
Vatej ^ IVes onufual grace, what livelier tints glow among the offspring of unculti- 
la byr -- re : to admire the fpangled infeCts that build among the land, or trace the 
Co n Ce . i S °f tbe {lender fhells, whofe animals choofe the moffes of the rock for their 
bre e2c a bode : or in more vacant mood, to liflen to the foft whiipers of the 

^itucP b Sbs among the boughs of the aged trees, whofe fhade embrowns the 
ti'e clifr a “^ be foothed with the wild murmurs of the torrent, which echo among 


s ^ its fall —■are the bleft recreations of thefe fweet folitudes, where mankind 

N feem 


|1 j|* 

feem reftored to the facred abodes of primaeval and uncorrupted nature, where a .. fc 
harmony and peace ! and after which, when involved with the bufy fcenes of 1 ’ 
and among the amufements of vanity, they are found to figh in vain. 

From the gentler entertainments of the rocky folitudes of the glen, by afcench n J 
the hill that rifes over it, towards the meridian fun, one advances as to profpcC® 
a more magnificent world. From that high point of view, a vaft extent of ^ 
foreft appears fpread out, In all the majeftic forms and forlorn greatnefs of an 
bounded wildernefs. 


Deep under the eye a vaft fweep of defert country, forming an immenfe valkf’ 
ftretches up with unlimited gradations into the declivities of the furrounding t* 10 ^ 
tains : decaying timber among the frequent rocks that fpread the rugged 
lofty trees, many hoary in their fall, along the banks of the ftrearhs— -expreis ^ 
length of years the foreft has remained an uncultivated wafte, and add the weig ft 
high antiquity to the grand effed of their wild arrangements. 


or e 

The eye, wandering over this fpacious vale to where it remotely fwells into 1 
elevated countries, is, in a manner, fixed in wonder on that enormous accurnu a 
of rifing grounds, which, heaved at length into the region of the clouds, com 1 ^ 
the vaft, the prodigious mountain of Ben-i-Bord. Its bleak and barren top, ra ^ ot 
high in air, fhews in its fhades thofe everlafting fnows which fummer funs have ^ 
had power to diffolve, and looks over the mifty wreaths which encircle it, wlt ^ 
awful grandeur ; while the clouds which float down the hollows of the moon ^ 
and fucceffively overfhadovv its intermediate fwells, give folemn teftimony ^ 
mighty exprefllon to the immenfe magnitude and unlimited extent of that 
aggregate of hills which are there accumulated into one, from a circumference ^ 
leaft twenty miles around. The elevated pleafures which thefe auguft 
afford ; the native majefty of thefe great original fcenes of creation, where all ^ 
and magnificent; the purity of the air, and diftinftnefs of vifion, enjoyed 
heights of the mountains ; probably contribute no lefs in fpreading the aUtu ^ 
charm which captivates the fportfman, and in affording high health and rccrC \^[e 
than all the entertainment and joy of enterprize which the engagements of the e 
and of fowling infpire. * 
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castle of deskford, 
B A N FFS HI R E. 


^pHESE eaftellated houfes, in the ffira of their grandeur, when the barons 
held their manors by a kind of feudal tenure from the crown, and exerci e 
^ e gal jurifdiftion throughout the circuit of land fo veiled in them, were not on y 
molt confpicuous objefts in the landfcape of the country, but behe Wita 
Iteration, as the tribunals of equity and juftice, the refidences of the piotectois o 
furrounding lands, the feats of hofpitality and honour. 

, J lle frequent contefts and bloodfhed, occafoned by the wild ambitions and 
ai ‘ n g enterprizes of the barons againfl one another, previous to the fifteenth cen- 
gave but too ferious caufe for eretting the ftrong holds in infulated fituations, 
^ ° n rocks ; where a dreadful fecurity could be the only motive for the choice o 
t ? l ' nc omfortable places of refidence. We happily Hand aftonifhed at the fight of 
- tle dwellings, placed on rocky mounts and precipices, having now but faint ideas 
turbulent ftate of fociety which rendered fortrelfes neceflfary to the fecuiity an 
J* °f every opulent family. 

t , u b after the fifteenth century, when the loyal barons more formally place 
ei ufelves under the ftandard of the crown, by royal authority licences weie granted 
ein for building cattles to prated their chartered lands; the fecurity and defence 
■ tIle fe became then a national care > and their right, were maintained by the 

lle nce and arms of the government. v 

"fore eligible fituations then were chofen for the feats of the Nobles, among t e 
c ^ e tt and moft centrical banks of the vallies, where the towers could comman tie 
^ r °fpe<5t of the moft extenfive trad of fertile country ; and they adopted a more 
f 0ni modious and elegant ftile of building, in proportion to the additional peace and 
CUrit y, which ading in union with the adminiftrations of the ftate afforded. 
c extenfive and fine valley of Deskford, for feveral miles inland, where the 
P aftle >s placed, opens to the eaft, not far from Cullen-Rouje, , the prefent feat of the 
ri arl °f Findlater and Seafield, and fpreads into a wide champaign, oppofite to the 
r *§ grounds, which fwell to the coaft, and conftitute the demefne of Findlater 

H file . 


tower of Defkford looks over the upper part of the valley, and the garrifon 
c tds other fortrefs could prated and defend the champaign; fo that thefe two eats 
p a ^ ttlar >ded an extenfive territory of very excellent lands, which ftill con ltute 

°f the eftate of the above nobleman. . 

WK - bxteen th century was here diftinguilhed by the intimate and power u un o 1 
Y , lch tQ ok place between the influence of arms and the inftitutions of Chn vanity. 
u' u,1 ’°n of law and religion, in jointly co-operating for the public peace ant 
had been long eftabliihed in Cahimia, under the Drmikal admin, ftranons 

N 2 
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Of this numberlefs memorials and monuments remain. To thefe primaeval temple 
the people came, not only on folemn occafions to fhare the oblations of the al tar} 
but, at ftated periods, attended the fame facred fane, to receive the oracles of Eq u *^ 
and Truth, which decided all their contefts, adjufted their jarring interefts, and 
fettled their feveral pleas. 

On a mount, nearly oppofite to the Caftle, the remains of one of thefe very 
ancient circles of mafty ftones was, by evangelical appropriation, confecrated t0 
Chriftian ufe. The place was formerly called Bejkford LAW , a term frequency 
bellowed on the place of the Druidical court ; and is Hill named Ine-altere, the pl a ° e 
of an altar, a term equally applicable to both inllitutions. The facred build> n » s 
were gradually encreafed to a kind of monaftery. A large metal crucifix was n° c 
long fince dug from among the ruins. 

But, after the building of the caftle, the San&uary of Chriftian Sacrifice ^ 
transferred to a place adjacent, in order that veneration for the holy rites folemniz ed 
there might add religious dignity to the honourable fecurity and peace which th e 
power of the poffefibrs gave them to enjoy in that fplendid refidence. By 0 
infcription, engraven on ftone, in Saxon characters, which makes part of a curio llS 
facramental monument of that fanftuary, the building was dedicated to God> ^ 
Lord Alexander Ogilvie, and Lady Elizabeth Gordon, his Ipoufe, anno 1^51. 

The remains of a grove of well-grown timber, fpreading from the Caftle down t® 
the banks of the rivulet which waters the valley, ftill greatly adds to the beauty °' 
the place. Many of thefe trees are of enormous fize, and fpeak the length of y earS 
which they have ftood. One majeftic alb meafures more than twenty feet » n 
circumference, and is called St. John’s Tree. A well there alfo preferves the n^ e 
of that illuftrious Evangelift. 

Of the wonderful virtues of that holy well, which Iprings from the rock of th e 
adjacent bank and the remarkable difcoveries of latent truth, made in a reti rern e ®^ 
among the overfhadowing trees — the traditionary annals of the country are full* 

Thefe are not altogether vifionary ; for when, in thofe folemn fhades, the 
Fathers held high conference with the initiated on the fublime niyfteries of * ' 
received the full confeftions of the candidates, and gave them the water of ablblud°|j 
from the confecrated fpring, it w'ould infpire the veneration of the populace, 0 
deepen their awe for thefe facred abodes. The influence by thefe means obtain 
over their minds, ufefully co-operated with the dawning light of the juft meafur eS 0 
legislation, for foftenmg the turbulent fpirit, and harmonizing all ranks of ^ 
relilh the reftraints requifite and proper to maintain the order and peace of 
community. 

In this manner the barons called in the aid of religion and its inftitution s 
extend their legal fway, and -found its fan&ions guard their authority with 
virtual effefl than the terror of their arms. This may in part account for the 
phenomena of the plate, tc a place of worlhip, and a caftle, fo perfectly contig u ° uS ’ 
that, as with one influence, they feem to have enhanced the value of the furroun^ 1 ^ 
country.” 
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^NERAL MONUMENT in the Church at 
SULLEN, a Royal Borough of 


mre. 


HEN engaging in a fecond volume of this publication, it was judged proper to prefent 
f 0t ^ a fpecimen of another kind of monuments than what have hitherto engaged our notice, 
e °f which will be occalionally introduced. 

Th 

p re ^. e tombs of Wejlminfter- Abbey, and other cemeteries of England, have been defcribed with 
anc ^ delineated with elaborate care ; and though a folemn, have proved an acceptable 
foment to fuch as delight in thefe memorials of their forefathers. Thefe not only inform 
t :£ ' r c hara£fers, their merits, and their pious hopes, but fhewthe progrefs of tafte in defign, 
improvements in arts, as exprefled by the fculptures of thefe funeral honours 

of XT.. _ "fi t/. 1*1. 1 L!fl 


The 


Part' Nor ™ Britain alfo ferve to elucidate the general hiftory of the country, and 
tt) e £u!ar ly lend their aid to ihew the revolutions of principle which have fwayed the concerns of 
c lu rch and of religion here. . 

\v 0re Ulln S the Catholic eftablilhments in the fifteenth century, and while evangelical inftitutions 
pu r a< ^' n g as with primaeval influence, befides the fumptuous edifices confecrated to religious' 
fcats 5 at P ubbc ex p ei1 ce, almolt every noble and opulent family built chapels adjacent to their 
Utyjx’ ai H devoted lands to the officiating ecelefiaftics, that they might have eafier aecefs to the 
eries > and the more readily lhare in the folemnities of religion. 

Ea>-! 6 ° r thefe, dedicated to St. Ann, was built near to Cullen- Houfe, the family refidence of the 


ll *ealb 


j'f Find later and Sea fie Id. The nobleman who laft enlarged and more copioufly adorned 
In ^ 1 ern aide, or altar end of it, appropriated a place for a family farcophagus in that farchiary, 
is gj v rn °. r y of him, and of that pious work, the monument was reared of which a reprefentaoion 
611 in the annexed plate. 

op ages of the Chriftian church it became an objeT of facrcd ambition to be buried unaer 

bei n aear to the Holy Altar as poffible. The cuflora firfl took its rife from the relics of taints 
a §Ua!> enfluine d in the fanauarics ; and in prccefs of time, the bodies of the canonized were 
.fc* de Pofited there.' What once was conftituted the high reward of fuperior fanaity, was 
Wv ^ r b y devout Princes, and Knights of religious orders, and became the diftinguifhed 
S e of the great and good. 

, Tf, e 

^io P r «ent monument, in point of Gothic excellence and grandeur of defign, is not perhaps. 
ct 0 , v ; t0 a ny that Europe can boaft in a correfponding age. The fplendid enrichments that 
Pyramidal columns, in fpite of Architecture's Grecian rules, have a very elegant and 
tnto mb Ul The bas-reliefs are well raifed and minutely finifhed. i he figures of the 

Ce atral * n ^ ev °tional attitudes, are well rounded and correaiy drawn. I lie fculptures of the 
>H uri0n atl< ^ interior part, according to the ideas of early ages, have mod: learned and fublime 
>Hfc rib " T wo angels, guarding an altar-piece, on which the virtues of the deceafed are 
> Eeni to call the dead, reprefented by a fkeleton laid under the altar, to appear before 

* Th' 

, 1S Latin infeription is in a kind of heroic verfe, and Saxon charaAers, but doss not feem now to be perfeAly 

totpus nTep 1 ' ©0iltiie, m r tie finiHater tjerod 
he Spouse Cfisabetlj ®ortien utruntq; cumhat 
prcci’Sea pturimis Vireniut pmr$0; 6ticim£ 
flap Birahcvimt eBcs. iusrus tittrq; £-iti2 
tai0varunt ft fjic jactnt, 8ac tie 4 t0 i 1 ^ 4 * r 554^- 


//J 


ths- 


the tribunal of the MOST HIGH, expreffed by a hieroglyphic above. {£ The ANCl^Nt* 

Days fat on the clouds of Heaven, and they came near before Him to judgment,” was the 
imagery by which an eminent prophet painted out tre things that mutt be hereafter*. The ^ 
known fymbol here on the tomb of 7' HIS ONE, upholding the Globe in His Arm, ' tT1 P ^ 


the Intellectual Power and Wifdom, which is the origin and fupport of Creation. The a tntu ^ 

in 

a BleiTmg on His Works. The pillars of Heaven, expreffed by columns fupporting an arch, 


of Benediction, and the Triple Crown, though feemingly of more modern allufion, 


icing 


Egyptian witdom, refer to the Three Great Attributes of Deity, and the Supreme pronoun j* 


— o — ' -'***■' • * r — — ' — ? '"■‘r* vwiuuuw — . u 

on the cloud, and a circumambient vine. From that arch diverging rays are fpread, in vV * u 
Dove is defcendlng, and they beam on the Crofs that rifes over the Globe, the moft ancient 


venerable fymfcols of the Univerfal Benignity of the Uncreated Livht of the World, man 


\0iai 


ofth« fe 


the Divine Favour to Man. The fcale of the plate is neceflarily too fmall for admitting 
fymbols being fo expreffively marked as could have been wifbed ; but it were fuperfluous to g 
an enlarged reprefentation of them, as the particulars are fo univerfally known and underdo 0 

King Robert Bruce originally inftituted a choir of twelve canons here, to fing the 
his royal confort, who died at an occafional refidencc, near to where Cullen-Houfe now . 
Some limilar appointments were long preferved ; and ftill that number of poor are main ta ‘° , f 
at the expence of the Findlater family; and the ancient Bede-Houfe remains yet appropriate 
them. The eight figures in the niches along the foot of the tomb, are faid by tradm° a ^ 
reprefent the Bede -men f ; but, from the number and exprellion of the figures Iculptured t 
they rather feem to allude to the eight beatitudes, or evangelical virtues. Thefe heing^ ^ 
diftinguiflnng characters of the more exemplary Chriftians, would be naturally attribute 
thofe of more eminent piety. Such an embellifhment of the monument would pay a J 
compliment to the entombed, than the memorials of their charity alone could hare 
there is little reafon to doubt, but that thofe who defigned it had that tribute of praife to 
memory in view. 


g t i>e 

I cannot finifh this article, without mentioning a curious hiftorical anecdote, regard" 1 ^ ^ 
noble family of Findlater , and which was the occafion of their bearing the name of Ogihie. ^ 
early period of the Scottifb monarchy, a Chief, of the name of Gilehri/f, married a fift cr g£ u 
Sovereign, by whom he had three fons ; but, after fome time, a mutual difguft arifing 
the parties, Gilchrifl had reafon to fufpeCt that his wife’s afFeCtions were placed on another 0 ^ 
and one day actually furprized her with a lover ; upon which difeovery, reflecting alone 
injury done him, and forgetting, for a moment, the high rank of the lady, he iavagely P llt a 
both to death ; but, dreading the King’s refentment, lie retired, with his three fons, into a 0 ^ 
where they remained concealed feveral years. In a progrefs of the King’s through the e 01 ' 11 


his Majefty one day took the diverfion of hunting in that foreft, and, having impr u ^ T 
feparated bimfelf from his retinue, he was attacked by fome banditti ; upon which the Gt L ^ 
rufhed from their retreat, and having difperfed the robbers, had the good fortune to refc ue 


utiy 


rife> 
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King; after which, having thrown themfelves at his feet, he commanded them to 
them, at the fame time, to afk what they chofe, for that he had nothing to refufe them. ^ 

boldened by this pronrife, they difeovered themfelves, and fued for pardon ; which the ^ 

granted, on cond.tion of their changing their name, as, in his wrath, he had fworn, “ of 

fhould net live a Gilchrifl in the land.” They affirmed the name of Ogilvie, from 
the foreft, near Dundee , and which has been long in the poffeflion of the family of D 
From one of Gilchrifl' % fons is lineally defeended the Earl of Findlater. 


* Daniel, chap. VII. ver. 9, &c. 

t iStbe, in Saxon, Prayer. who joined in the celebration of matfes for the dead- 
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E C H I N U S. 


j'HE profufion of vital array wherewith the Echini are clothed, is a fubjeet of 
much admiration. Every obfervation which unfolds that fdent wonder, 
e re\yith we furvey the exquifite defigns of nature in the texture of organized 
°dies, has its importance in the fcale of philofophic enquiry. Men, in pioportion 
their feveral capacities, their warmth of affection, and ftrengda of underftanding, 
111 e ver view, with more or lefs pleafure, the various energies of life wherewith the 
^eatio n abounds. To perfons of much fenffbility no part of nature is indi crent. 
1 a, |i mated being, whofe ufe it lies beyond human penetration to defcry, when we 
etceive evident excellence of form, and organs wonderfully adapted to their 
^mfort and prefervation in the little fphere of exiftence which they are called forth 
c Qrri Nothing to enjoy, it evinces an attention to their well-being in the all-directing 
3re of Providence, which it would be extreme infenfibiiity in us to overlook. 

a '* Wherefore, if God .fo clothe the grafs of the field,” implies the fineft argument, 
the nobleft inference, that ever were drawn from the contemplation of the 
* 0i ^s of nature. 


ftron S ^pm es > a, A, wherewith the Echinus*, B, is furnifhed, and fo 
^ ° r ° u ghly furrounded, are not fo much its inftruments of motion, as the apparatus of 
ture f or j-fi e cJefence and protection of a very numerous race of delicate organs, 
lc h ihare its life, and adminifter to its nourifhment. 

Lang Ua g e p eems y et deficient in power to exprefs their nature, and our knowledge 
Cq ° c ° n fined to afcertain their importance. ’Tis a thoroughly active and animated 
’ffmunity, which hold their exiftence by one common tenure. 


D ^ thoufand of thefe delicate organs, difpofed in triple rows, and of var ious for m r 
fi CciI Pying the {paces between the fpines, are ever, with unceafmg energy of expref- 
'W gaping about in the flood, and feemingly grafping at atoms which the human 
j/ e c annot difcern. That myriad of heads, engaged in Supplying means, of life to one 
animal, is fcarcely to be viewed without awe. 


re Thr ee different fpecies of thefe can be diftinftly afcertainedj and magnified 
cementations of them are given at bb, cc, and ddd. Whether thefe laft be all of 
, e kind, their ever- varying appearance fcarcely admits of expreffing with precifion j 
a '■heir general character is that of a trefoil, vdiich fpreads and (huts alteinaixl), 
(j. , G ^ tCn with rapid movements •, and in many the blades are prettily markeci with 
ea ks of different colours. 


* Lin. Syjt, 1102. Br, Zool, vol. IV. plate xxxvi-, 
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The fpecies b, b, has more refemblance to the head or bill of a bird j anu the 
action of all of them in the water is very like to that of poultry picking food : c>c ’ 
are curioufly jointed tridents, which turn and bend every way, as occafion req ull ‘ eS 
the bills to be exercifed. 


The fpines a. A, if inftruments of motion, are not its only ones ; for it 
altogether incapable of moving or turning itfelf, unlefs by the aid of a particol ar 
kind of tentacula, wherewith it is alfo furnifhed, many hundreds' in number. 
have each of them a fucker at the extremity, as magnified in the fpecimens e> c,C> 
with which it lays hold on the rock, and by extending and contracting of thefe, C?I J 
fufpend or move itfelf at pleafure. The Ihell or cruftaceous covering of the intefti^ 
part of the animal is full of pores, difpofed in ten triple rows, as k, K. Throng* 1 
thefe perforations the numerous nerves extend, which give energy to the operatic 5 
of the feveral orders of the above organs. 

The duller oflittle polypes, with the large fucker at E, is a fpecimen of on e > 
ten peculiar organs, which more immediately furround the mouth. Thefe a re 
enclofcd by two other rows of a limilar nature, but more {lender texture, but f e£l 
all engaged and bufy, in their feveral fun&ions, in this wonderful apparatus of 


Their fituation, round the aperture of the mouth, is reprefented at G. 

The very elegant form of the bones of the mouth feemed worthy of a fe p 31 " 3 ^ 
delineation, and are reprefented at H and I. 


The figure B, is the natural fize of a very fmall Echinus. They are f°^ 
on this coall of all dimenfions, from that of a pea to that of a pine-apple. ^ ' ' 
moll common fize of full-grown ones feems to be from three to four i* 1 ^ 
diameter. They inhabit the deep pools, and obfeure clefts among the r ° c 
keeping always confiderably within and under low-water mark. 


To have objects of admiration often placed before our view, is a certain encreai" 
to the enjoyments of life. The cultivating of a tafte for the elevated entertaintf^ 111 ^ 
thefe afford, enlarges the fphere of human happinefs, and ennobles the hours 0 
leifure. For this, the ceconomy of nature, in the fubmarine regions, will op en ‘ 
many inftances a yet unexplored feene ; and her fecret paths of wonder will 
purfued with an ardour and folicitude of inveftigation, which the public attend 0 
paid to thefe obfervations fo juftly infpires. 


I 
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Tk _ I* 

eie 15 a native wildnefs and beauty in the charaCteriftic appellations which 


Huntings eaf in glen fiodich * 

O^^OSIT-E to the demefne of Aa chin down Caftle, and in the midft of a vaft 
P) t ' ra ‘-' t forefl lands, in this diftridl of highland country belonging to the 
Ce KE 0F Gordon, a romantic entrance to the fields of game is conftituted by this 
arno raJ Btai '• It is a deep, winding, narrow valley, ftretching up for feveral miles 
Vv °od^ ^ lC vvdde ^ mounta ins ; the frequent groves, and great quantities of natural 
\Vatp * Ipf ea d the declivities by which it is formed, had given the rivulet that 
ers **• the title of the Woody Stream +. 

p. i 

tion nSU:i ^ tthefe remote di drifts, which interefts travellers of tafte in their deriva- 
§ha ^ ' lc y are not to be overlooked, though taken from a rude and obfolete lan- 
p 0 ,.^ C ' whether of Coptic or Caledonian extraction, original epithets are equally im- 
ant to Hiftory and Philofophy. , 

Ila ti v Cn aS a ' D0Ve are more peculiarly pleafing to thofe who have a relifh for the 

th e 6 ^ eaut: tes of poetic imagery. The Son of Fingai., who has immortalized 
^ r >e\v" 1 ^' Ul ' ei '^ Ue S randei,r die C^d-onian wilds in his fong, fhews how well he 
d,ef c ■ the em phahs and value .of thefe characters ; they realize while they animate 
Jj Q 'P don J and make the effeCt of the paintings of fancy find its way to the heart. 
Whi ch ER \ n ° ^ C ^' S addre ^ s than Ossian, availed himfelf of the vaft advantage 
iPj er) deferiptions derived from the appropriated epithets of countries and of 

Tl c 

ejigj. e Itiblime . genius of Poetry was ever indebted to thefe for much of her 
Vo r] b / and influence : They belong to original Nature — place us as in a primaeval 
fo C j and mud: be equally charming in the rudeft and moft polifhed periods of 

ty. 

of th The River of Woods,” — “ The Valley of Pvocks,”— “ The Tree of the Cave 

tlef c . C — more forcibly raife the, feene in view, than a long and elaborate 

^ n Ption. 

to ( [ ( t dds apology fuffice, and arreft the rifing fmile, for having recourfe at times 
-pi Nations from a dialed that is fo little known. 

VVoods this foreft abounding with deer, and the hills of heath with game, 
ber e , lt: an e Iigible field of enterprize for iportfmen in the autumnal months ; and 
le i°vers of the chace, of courfe, frequently aflemble. 

, J he derivation of this name authorizes tome alteration in its orthography. 

See Note, Au-chindown Caitle, 12, 


o 


A larger 


A larger fpread of level ground than is ufual in the other windings of the vallef. 
rid into a bank, pretty high above *e level of the rivulet, and top * -gk 
fine expofure to the mid-day fun-and .he rotmnttc beauty of an aojacen. len, 
pours its ftream into the Fitdicb there-had determined the fttuMtot. of the 
ings. of which a view is given in the plate. . J e <j 

This hunting-feat, although a - lowly dwelling in the wildernefs, and fee ^ 
- from the world” yet has ample accommodations, elegant enough , and b 
at times a chofen refidence of the Family from Gordon Castle, The ® flf 
ful Tartan, with fuperior beauty, revifits its native scenes; and the frein 

its folds enlivens the thickets of the hill. . 

To leave the entertainments of the palace, and the gay feenes ox feftlV * L T ollS 
convivial fplendor ; and to woo tranquillity in the (hades of a vaft and ^ 
feene of majeftic landfcape, is a tranfmon in life, to minds of fuperior f 
oft-times the moft eligible and pleafing. ^ ^ 


Young minds, particularly, receive from the contemplation of the great 
of Creation a fource of the moft exalted pleasures ; thence fancy hecomes e j 
with images that rouze and expand its powers of combination, and is 


with images uuu. r- . . . o0 euj" 

with a higher relifh for that fublime of conception to which defcriptn P ^ 

and the beft landfcape paintings, owe their principal charm. ^To e 
aftonilhed with the roaring cafcade, and indulge the folemn enthufiaim na m. 
dous rocks, and caverns, and thickets, infpirej and to mark the (well ot tn ^ 
and filent wonder that paint the dawning beauties of rje heart that g o 


admiration, is one ot the mott lacieci ciimwuuuuiw ... , r „ va lb aD 

tion can indulge. In thefe, fenfxbilities are feen unfolding, on which every ^ 
impreffion may be made, that is requiftte to conftitute intnnfic excellence 

rafter, or maintain true dignity of mind. ... he fe, ^ 

The angels of more elevated fpeculation delight in retirement . n t ^ 
mind perceives its intelleftual glories dawn. An awful and inftruftive gen > 
time immemorial, has hallowed the (hade of each fequeftered fohtary feen- 




I 


castle u r g^u h a rt. 

C /" URQUHdR? is a large, romantic, beautiful, winding Talley j the 
f ,? t 0m j 1S 'P iea ^ w ' t ^ 1 r ' c ^ ara ^le fields, interlperfed with fome paflure grounds, 
W ate] . ri ^ un ^ed by lofty hills, finely varied with rocks, and woods, and dreams of 
Nearly" ^ !etc ^ es U P ^ or feveral miles from the north-weft fide of Loch-nejs, lying 
p all y °Ppofite to the high grounds of Strath- Erick, and to the General's Hut , and 
ot Fyers, on the fouth-eaft. . 


fo me ^ iere J Spreading up into the hollow of the valley, forms a fpacious bay; 
Ve r y j 1 ln § g r0lJ nds infulated in the bottom of it, and clothed with trees, have a 
bo lln j eafin S e ^ e< ^- On the point of a rocky promontory, which forms the weftern 
ritual ^ ^ ie rema ’ ns Castle Urquhart are placed in a ftrong 

Perp e °?. ’ ^ 01 the. walls °P the principal tower nearly correlpond with the face of the 
latijj - 1 lcu ^ ar roc hj which is wafhed with the waves of the lake ; and the neck of 
*°Wers ky ft°tit bulwarks. The walls of the citadel, and fome other 

for f e rerna in j but more extenfive ranges of buildings, which were once barracks 
ftiir, at ^ era ^ hundred men, are now totally demoli filed, and fallen into one indifcri- 
§taf s r ^‘ n - The has gathered over them : they are covered with weeds and 
v eftiges, however, of maflfy ramparts, ditches, &c. ftill fliew the very 
Sra extenc ground which the buildings within had occupied. 

p 

trat tfa£b 1Tlany particulars obfervable in the records that are preferved concerning 
to re h lte to Cajlle Urquhart , the principal tower, at leaft, appears 

*H>t *j en built a very early age, to which, in all probability, our hiftories do 
t j^ en ■ 1° proportion to the progrefs of the fcience of arms and of defence, 

tf ef s nu mber of inhabitants who occupied the country, the buildings of the for- 
, Cl e gradually ftrengthened and enlarged by thofe Caledonian chieftains who 
fl, P eriorit y anc l pofleffion of the adjacent lands. By fupporting an 
lr) . ment °P military vaflals, and keeping a numerous garrifon in the caftle, 
as th e p' r “ t . a ‘ nec ^ defpotic authority over a very extenfive territory there ; and as late 
C ^ e c ro^ lnn * n ® £ ^ e fourteenth century, held it as a principality independent of 
^ th at • n ‘ They oppofed the edifts and refufed tribute to Edward I. of England ; 
fo rt c ecame an objefl of fome moment in the eye of Government to reduce 
acc 6 ^ an< ^ a hrge body of forces were drawn north for that purpofe ; the caftle 
0r in gly regularly befieged, and after an obftinate refinance taken, anno 
Cujlle Urquhart was then conftituted a royal fort ; and the barony of which 


* Abercrombie's Martial Atchievements. 
O 2 


It 


it held the poffeffion and command, Teems to have been Mn exed by the Crow 

sfrizfc s? “ r a gEvS * 

David II. and in <he end of that century was m the poffeffion of th 

Iluntly . 

Its value, as a purchafc, being liquidated in the reign of Jm« VI. 
fettled tenure, it became the hereditary property of the Castle Grant I . 

The enclofures, which are forming boundaries to the arable lands. ancP^ 
Grounds of Glen -Ur quh art, and the extenfive plantations which are carrying ^ 
fhe declivities of the mountains by Sir James Grant, point out to the tra ^ b e 
it raid be Hill confidered as a valuable eftate, where expence and tafte can 
employed to advantage. 

In the thirteenth century, when the Evangelical eftablilhments were P ^ 
into every cultivated province, “ a chapel was dedicated to the Holy V 1 S 
« the banks of Loch-nefs, among feme of the pleafmt fields of Glen-L i0 
« Thofe who miniftered at the altar, or were font from thence into thc tft 

«< inftrucfc the ignorant in the doctrine of the Crops, had lands devo ^ 

wh ich they cultivated with fltill, and made capable of large produce. .. 

The prefent kirk and glebe are the remains of thefe ; and by means 
confolations of the fame religion, though under a different foim, fr0t n ff 

ftered , and many who dwell in the remoter parts of the mountains con m 

to receive them. It had often been an idle obfervation, made with tow* ^ 
Scotland, « That wherever a parfonage was eftabhfhed, there we : mig. t e ‘ s o* 
« foine of the moll luxurious fields of the country. Therefore \ Q 
fa c-el y remarked, “ That if the Minifters of Religion had it m then P p0 t ‘ 
«°thl fituation of their dwellings, it would have been abundantly fi m | ' » 

« bave fixed their refidence amid die richeft lands and moll pleafing lanch P 
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^4CRAME NT A L MONUMENT, 

In the Church of Desk ford, Banffjhire . 

Y'HE fathers and guardians of the myfteries of the church of Rome not only 
3 avowedly admitted into the fanftuary the fymbols of the Gentile religion, but 
^ Um ph in their facred application, as evidently having prophetical allufion to the 

v ^Ngelical Revelation. _ . . , 

h ; h ey beheld, in the fublime hieroglyphics of Egypt, which had aggrandned tne 

<JehlT * _ i r fhp rnamfr-lra- 


' el P h ic oracle, and the temple of Eleufis, fome wonderful references to the mamfefta- 
^ °f the Word of God, contained in theGospFL of Jesus ;^and thae oie, ^wit 1 


tio; 


, WORD OF VJOD, CUIllcUIlCU ill luv, vju—- — ' _ . - . r . . 

-they efteemed a hallowed appropriation, adopted into the inftittmons oi * L -t 
lf y Several of thofe myftic fymbols, which involved the communications o- ti<- t - - 

Urines. 


«»d 


memorials of fome circumftances of the higheft antiquity coine t.iCKi^t- 
°ur notice, from the infpeftion of fuch monuments as that leprdlente in t. 
n lleXe ^ engraving. In any other view, thefe carvings might not be deeme to nav^ 
L, 8ular ity or importance enough to merit a place in this colleftion. i 1C now 
ar j 6 t ^ e high origin from whence the ftrufture and fculptures of thefe monuments 
C erived, is the fource of great part of the pleafure of meeting them on coni- cni-C- 

^ound. 

^•T. he chapel of Eejkford had been additionally embellifhed and endowed in tne 
tin the fixteenth century, when the Catholic inftitutions were in hign e ua.<. 

•y/!’ a nd the monument now under confideration was then elected in tie c .ance . 
<c iS a Ppears from the infeription, which celebrates it in ratnci peculiar terms, 

„ for the honour of loving of god.” 155 r * And it bears on the fup- 
t j f tln S columns the arms and initials of the Lord and Lady FinlaUt , vno e tom was 
c >e d in the preceding number. The earlieft enrichments of feveral of the **ja- 
churcheswere made at the inftance of that noble family. 
i s r,le cubical apartment in the wall of the chancel, with a recefs on either -hand within, 
C e circumftance which the church borrowed bom iome of the mol, ancient 
paries. 

ci,? e f »cred cube, or Kaaba, within which the higheft myfteries lay concealed, oc- 
vi :ed the innermoft rccefles'of the eaftern temples. '1 hefe Adyta were impel - 
i t > a "d their contents a fecret, often even to thofe who had feen within the veil. 
tL as the abode of celeftial truth j the hallowed cell where the oracles lay en in me ; 
b,,. t0n ‘b where the body of divine laws and ordinances were repofed ; and where t.ie 

T,, palladium was preferved inviolate. , „ ■ • c 

e faithful copyifts of the church of Rome, either with the flattering view of 

o r ^dating the Chriftian myfteries to the prepoffeffions of the Gentile wond, 
V the vain idea of adding higher grandeur to the facred rites, of which they 
w th e minifters, adopted the Kaaba, or Adyta, of the ianftuar.es, as the moft 
K *rine wherein the euchariftical elements could be repofed; and there the 

0 / which contained the Host, was laid. - 

appropriation of the cell, in the cafe before us, hallowed as therepoutory 
of the fymbols of the Word of God, the micnption, I^mjkk 


« bread OF LIFE, which cfitne down from Heaven leaves us no room to dou » 
while the hieroglyphical import of the True Vine gives evangelical dignity and 1 
portance to the clufters and foliage which are fpread around. 

The Expositorium in the hand of angels, which is fo diftin&ly carved a 0 * 
will further ferve to elucidate thefe pofitions, and Ihews fome of thofe furpriiing 
tions, which induced the firft pallors to blend the ancient fymbols with evangelic tr^ 
The Expfitorium is the moft facred of the Catholic fhrines, wherein, on high e 
vals, the confecrated wafer, ftamped with the figure of our Saviour on the cr01 ^ 
prefented with the greatell folemnity on the altar. The chafing on this is retfl # 
able ; the principal articles are therefore reprefented a little enlarged, as in the 
of the cubic cell, the holy place beneath. ^ 

The figures weeping or praying by the crofs of Jesus require no comment) j 
the Cross is infcribed on an orb, which the ancients fay reprefented the full 
the pafchal folemnity : and we fee the new moon of the Gentile rites put una 
The crofs is fufpended by a chain of three circles, included in the myftic triangle 
By the Pythagorean tranllation of the fymbols of Egypt, the equilateral tn ^ 
was the hieroglyphic of the perfect union of power, wifdom, andgoodnefs, in 
vine nature. The circle was a fymbol originally taken from the fun, as the n °^j e5 
image of the univerfal influence and benignity of the Deity ; but three united ci 
involved the additional illuftration of that Golden Chain, that Order of * r 
dence, which upholds all being, connects all fyftems, and fuftains all worlds. ( ^ 
A celebrated Egyptian , at leaftone of the earlieftof Arabian authors*, fay 5 ’ 

“ Chain implies the relation that fubfifts between the intelledual and the f ^ 
*< world and the profound Algaziel f , “ that he who can difcern the myn e ^ 

“ the Chain, which conneds the things that are in heaven with thofe that ^ 
tc earth, is verfed in the deep fecrets of the moft wonderful knowledge.” Vhe ^ 
therefore, here annexing the Cross to the moft facred fymbol of the De iT ^ 0? 
been conceived as the moft exprefiive hieroglyphic of the “ ReconciliaTI^^) 
“ God to man.” — This Chain is fomewhat differently reprefented in die fy m 
vignette of the title-page, taken from fome very ancient Abraxas. ^fjs, 

The winged attendants of the fanduary, which fupport the ftirine of the MyE°^.^ r y 
infcribed with thefe fublime fymbols, allude to the myfteries revealed by the ^ ^ 
of angels, and feem here benignly prefenting the cup ot high conlolation, w llC 
revelation imparts to mankind. # . ^0$ 

The very idea of thefe celeftial beings is comfortable and pleafant ; an in ^ e cf) e ' 
to hope, worthy of gracing the altar : but the obfervation is no lefs juft, th a '- 
rubim mentioned by Moses as the primaeval guardians of the tree of life-—^ 1 ^ 
in the temple of Jerufalem overlhadowed the ark, where the heavenly man^’ ^ 
tables of the divine law, were placed— thofe who attended at our Saviour s t° ^ 
announced his revival there — might all be varioufly alluded to by the figure 5 t (j c 

rubim and angels (fculptured on this and fimilar monuments) which em e 
place of the tabernacle, where the Bread of Life was preferved, whofe divine e u ° 
is fublimely exprsffed by the infcription' underneath, taken from St. John p 

vsnS*' 

* Abenephius. • f Kircher, Obeiif. Pamphil. lib.v. p. 450. t Ch. vi. 
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and CORALS. 


tub ular ia 

)T * 

is remarkable, that the Animal Flower, andfpecies of Coral, reprefented in 
c e ] e ^ lls plate, did not fall under thfe inflection of the late eminent and juftly 
b e ratec l Natural Hiftorian Mr. Ellis, to whom we owe fo much of what has 
^j 1 ' ^covered of the life that pervades the coral regions of the fea. His afiiduity 
and ^ er ^ everance for years in collecting marine productions, by all poffible means, 
that ft 111 ever y quarter; and his fo particular attention to them, in order to enrich 
ore of information which his microfcopical obfervations afford ; renders any 
gi 0n ^ Ca P^ Ws notice highly worthy of inveftigation. Indeed, the fubmarine re- 
^ are in many relpeCts inacceffible, and the more happy difcoveries of its rare 


n ip i . — j ./ 

^ted k Ul t ^' an< ^ addrefs wherewith the refearches of natural hiftory can be profe- 
^ e pth r ci ‘ re< -isi n §* But when a ftone of any confiderable fize is raifed up from a 


the aflid 

^ pref twent f or thirty fathom, and preferved with care in a vefiel of fea-water, 
ttHtio entS ° ne Spectacles in the world, and on which microfcopical at- 

bl a g e ^ Can he beftowed with endleis entertainment. Among the' beautiful aflem- 
5do rri S ,°^ cora h an h corallines, flielis, ferpulas, and zoophytes, which clothe and 
0i) e • le ^ e pieces of rock, where infinite varieties of life are fo complexly blended, 

• !S atalr,r, n , . L . 

^and 


■lip- a l°ls on which to fix as molt wonderful, when the whole fcene is fb intereft- 
an 

animals of the long ferpentine tubes of the plate, which are drawn fully the 


to Harr Uacomrnon '• — Some particulars it occafionally is the province of thefe pages 




jj 1 e J in a great meafure correfpond with the charaCteriftics of the AElinia ; but 
^■ubul ^aftic pipes which Nature forms for its refidence, rank it among the 
C °nfid na ^hefe tubes are fbmetimes found a foot or two in length, without any 
a do rtl ^j' a ^ e increafe of diameter, and are generally encrufted round, or richly 
t ) a coralline fubftances. The polype has a mouth or fucker in the centre, 
*ppe a Wavin S tentacu ^ a which furround it give this living flower fomething the 
lt! e Xtr<^ e a tu ^P - Thefe long, aCtive, fpreading fibres are tender and delicate 


Afppr- _ sj' -a — 

| } e * femi-tranfparent, and glow with beautiful dyes of purple, green, and 
tv iilCed^ rea ^* n ° * n concentl 'ic circles from the hem. Their amazing finenefs is 
JWe r ' V ^ en retreat at times into fo froall a tube, fo as no veftige of the 
’• d art ^. :tn b e teen ; and foon, with equal dexterity, the whole fyftem of tentacula 
forth, and fpread uninjured in the element again. 

^he fp • 

**• c j is - les °f coral cluflering on thefe tubes at a and b, and a little magnified 
Prickly, hard, and brittle, varying in colour from a pure white to a dull 
1 yellow, , 


, • ^jcrhly 

yellow, and fome fpedmens have a crimfon tinge. Part of a brancli 1 °^c 

magnified at A, where the openings into the cells appear in their rows, ^ 

protedion of bending fpkula: in the more highly magnified part B, is W' 
cavities of the fpines, which open towards the mouth of the cells ; and th- P 
flower, their beautiful inhabitant and fabricator, fpreads forth, as f een 1 w ] : icl’ 
fpedmens. But no delineation can give an idea of the fpirit and fenfibihty 
they exprefs, and ever-varying forms which their activity makes them aflame- 

it ’ 5 

Poflefled of capacities that indicate fo much ingenuity and difcernmenb^ ^ 
fcarce poflible to contemplate their energies without wonder ! That adm^^g 
drefs, which ftrikes us with equal delight and furprife, can fcarcely fail to be ^ 
to themfelves : they muft feel the joy of enterprife while they drink in t a ( 

nourifhment, and, in their refearches among the virtues of the all-prolific e ^ 
water, find materials for building their alabafter palace, and ingredients to P ^ ^ 
palifadoes of pearl which defend their own dwellings, and equally provr e ^ 
fafety of their infant offspring, and heirs of all their talents.— InftinCt u 1 ^ ^ 
marvellous attribute of being. To aft with intelligence, and not to know 
governed by principles of the higheft wifdom, and incapable of difcernuig ^ 
to be extremely artful and prudent, yet unconfcious of tne reafon by w ^ a pi' 
ufeful qualities are exerted and attained — is the wonderful predicament o ^ ^gfe 
mated being inferior to man, eminently difclofed in the properties .. a p<l 
beauteous bloffoms, thefe induftrious plants, that, afting with intuitive ip ^ ?e - 
inherent life, adorn the bottom of the deep with charming gardens, where ^ 
renniaf productions need not the influence of fummer flins to unfold t 
from the feverities of winter do they wither or decay. 


I 






0f ^cret 


CASTLE of BO HARM. 

the reign of David I, when that fortrefs had been built of which the ruins are 
now before us, circumftances relating to ecclefiaftical eftablifhments begin to be- 
more particularly interefting in the annals of North Britain : and it is not 
y t0 ^ e P arate the hiftory of the adminiftration of the Nobles, in thofe territories over 
lch they bore fway, from thofe religious appointments, with which their views of 
Or nfort and happinels appear to be fo continually aduated. 

Although between the above period and the reign of Alexander II, or beginning 
the thirteenth century, there were many periods in which the regulations of govern- 
ent Pteferved a tolerable Jfihare of peace and tranquillity, which gave fcope for the 
an gelical inftitutions to rife in eftimation, and fpread with fuccefs, fo as to become 
in e ft a blilbed, and with a confiderable degree of fplendor; yet fociety was ftill 

. o unfettled a ftate, and the appeal to ftrength in arms was fo frequent among the 
^ es i in adjufting their feuds, that all their feats and refidences, built in that age, 
i ft e c ° n ft r uded as fpecies of fortreffes or ftrong holds, in which they might be proteded 
a et y againft all alTailants. The enormous mafles of the remaining walls; the ftairs 
communications, and chambers concealed in the body of thefe walls; the 
^ ownefs of the windows, and fmall adjoining apertures, thro’ which they might 
u nd and annoy any that (hould approach in hoftile manner — are fuch ftrong ex- 
^ 10 ns of apprehenfion, and diftruft in the fecurity of their quiet, as fcarce are to be 
f e ^ but with uneafinefs and awe : but which, at the fame time, infpire the com- 
p 0 . e tefledion of the more peaceful and happy condition of the prefent ftate of 

l ne remains of Boharm Castle, including the Domestic Chapel and other 
In gs adjacent, are fpread over the ground in one fo indifcriminate ruin, that 
} t 3rcc from among the mafiy veftiges can the form and extent of the court be traced, 
tyj , exte uds near a hundred and twenty feet in front, along the brow of a circular hill, 
gle defends to the fouth by a fteep declivity, into a finely-wooded, deep, romantic 
to t] 1 * * * trough whofe fhades the brook of Alderney winds, in wild murmurs, through 
aft S . an d precipices that break and interrupt its courfe. This ftream, in a little way 
die Con d uence w kh the Fiedicb, waters fome charming valleys, and then falls into' 
p£Y , that noble river, which fees a vaft trad of well-cultivated country embeilifb 
fe an ^ s ' Here, oppofite to the fine plains of Rothies, the parifh of Bobarm fur- 
,5 s t ^e lofty hill of Ben-i-gene. 

e demefne of the caftle, as may readily be believed, is not the leaft luxuriant of 
^Is 3ra ^ e lan ds. Thefe, with a vaft trad of furrounding country, as far back as an- 
^ reac h, were the property of the very antient and noble family of the Moravi- 
itj 5 Sj wh o held the rich territories of Duffus, Rofe-IJle , Kintrae , Injkele, &c. in Moray , 
e rei gn of King David I; which lands were confirmed to William de Mo- 
at^ lAj f°n to the famous Freskinus dominus de Duffus, &c. * by King William, 
^ 1 * 69 .. — Vide Chat. Morav. 

5' Lie lmus, filius Willielmi Freskynt, ftiled Dominus de Pettie, Brach- 
^°Harm, by a deed yet extant, granted to the fee of Moray c( the church 

* See Remarkable Ruins, No. z, Ca/lle Dujus . 


“ lands 


" lands of the parilh of Artendol, with all their appendages, except the tithes of 
“ corn, and two davoch of land, which are adjoining to my caftle of Bucharm, v)Z ' 
<c Butharm and Athelnathorch ; which tidies, by the authority of Bricius, Bilh°P 
cc Moray, were affigned for the maintenance of the clergy who officiate in the chapel 0 
“ my caftle of Bucharm ,” &c. — Chart. Morav. 

This Nobleman, either out of policy, to conciliate the Bifhop of Moray to favour 
fome of his ambitious views, or out of the genuine piety and fpirit of the times, n 13 ^ 
large conceffions to the church; and by his affignments encreafed the diocefe. He 3 ' 
fixed, by a written deed yet extant, the church-lands of the pariffi of Artendol (wln c 
had been otherwife appropriated), to the See of Moray, with the following c\&d e > 
which more particularly belongs to the fubjeCt: tc Excepting the lands of At^ nd ' 
“ thorch, and other plots of ground in Galivat , which were dedicated of old, by B* 1 ' 
“ cius, Tor the maintenance of the clergy which officiate in the Domeftic Chapee* 
“ which ftands nigh to my caftle of Bucharm.” — Some monumental ftones, ly lfl ° 
among the ruins, would feem to imply, that the chapel had a burying-ground adjoint 
to it. 

Although only the traces of ancient magnificence remain, among thefe long-del" ert ' 
ed ruins, one feels refpeCt for the fpot where eminent characters have lived ; lh al ’ eS 
the folemn influence of the confecrated ground, where evangelical folemnities hafl oVV " 
ed the altar; and, unreproached, may drop an unavailing tear over the remains of ear ^ 
piety finking into oblivion. Here, on the one hand, are the fpacious Halls, wh« re 
the Chiefs of the land prolonged « the Feaft of Joy,” or held the confultations th 3 *j 
adminiftered equity and eftabliffied peace. There, the Sanctuary, where they bo^ e 
with devotion, and looked forward to the opening of fuperior fcenes. The one, 111 
forlorn greatnefs, with aged trees in hoary wildnefs fprung from the mouldering w' 3 ^’ 
is become the habitation where the inauipicious Raven rears her young ; the other . 
refolved into a dreary cell, where the plaintive Owl maintains her fequeftered folert 1111 ' 
ty and undifturbed abode. 

Some confcious pride delights us, in recalling ages that are paft, and reftoring 
into a comparative view with the prefent Icene. Some mournful pleafure prompt * 
involuntary figh, over memorials of grandeur that is pafled away, and fcenes of exift erl ^ 
that can no more return. The fleeting nature of the earth’s tranfitory bleffing 3 P er , 
vades reflection with a ferious awe : we are unavoidably included in the tale of vV ° e . 
prematurely involved in an evening ffiade, fallen from the impending arches of £ * ie 
decaying towers, that foon themfelves will be completely buried in the duft. 

Thefe deep fhadows, the dampnefs of thefe vaults, chill the fire of the mind. @2^ 
then the ruin’s lonely gloom, and the tombs of the ancients, to enjoy again the p^ 
light of day. Beyond them more enlivening influences prevail, and better profp e ^ 
rife. A charming landfcape is fpread in view. The fun ffiines bright in the g ar e f 
The trees are loaded with fruits. The river in the valleys fparkles to the be 3111 ^ 
noon. Green fields, and woods, and flocks, and riling corn — the fong of birds, ^ 
beauty of the day — infpire with calm content and prefent joy. The pleafure of c ° 
templating with gratitude the furrounding world is reftored. We rejoice in the hi? 
that heavenly medium, which animates and harmonizes the whole. 
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C ^SCJDE of GLEN- CORYMOULZIE. 

Dee is a river fo celebrated in fong, on account of the romantic beau- 
^en t!C ^ t ^ ie 1 va ^^ es through which it runs — and of fo much note and con- 
f 6 m commerc * a ^ y i ews to the country — that to natives it mult feem a fuper- 
a h° u r to defcribe its courfe ■, and to others, perhaps, an uninterefting care, mi- 
f ^es l° ^ ec ‘‘V the moft eligible paths by which one can penetrate into the vaft foli- 
Hif lr) at are f° un d among the Mountains of Athol and Mar, where it has its fource. 
ln one of the loftieft, perhaps high eft, mountains of Scotland, alinoft 
tefS ) .^" om the Eajlern and Weftern fhores, by the confluence of many wa- 
lC ^ meets with in a courfe of feventy or eighty miles, the Dee forms at 
f ‘fe tQ a lar S e a nd important river : where it opens its pafiage to the fea, it has given 
i%| 0 ^ e the moft fpacious and noble ports, and to one of the moft flourifhing and 
% ^ towns of North Britain. This, the two univerfities, which have long been 
e .! feminaries of knowledge and erudition, where tafte has been cultivated 
^j' lv ^ atene d ardour, and philofophy infpired with eminent zeal — no lefs than the 
branches of commerce promoted in the place, and vaft eftablifhments con- 
° f Carryin S on manufactures and advancing arts— have rendered fufficiently 
u Many 

5 c 0nfl ex P e rience the animation circulated by the commercial advantages, for which 
Ny f , Uence °f this river with the ocean opens a channel. Thefe are interefting to 
\ tyi erCj °f eafy accefs, and obvious to all. But few have drank of the fountain 
^ ^ nce lt originally ftreams. 

t ^bl e °i U ! Ce °f dds f ne r i ver j like the elementary fprings from whence all our moft 
V Ot of C ® n S s ar e derived, lies hid in almoft inacceffible regions. It falls not to 
^ an y t0 arrive at the firft principles of things, or trace the deep recondite 
.* at i eat l to the difcovery of the primordial fcene. 


>iU 


\ encounter die to il °f penetrating into the defert, in order to drink from 

a ' n 'l>ead of the well of the Dee. To ftruggle over many a rugged hill, and 
3 0 f t L e defolate paths of rocky vallies — to fpend the day amidfl the ftupendotis 


S °f thef - . . * 

L ^i n e wonderful folitudes — will in general be deemed a price too high for the 

*§ dra** - 1 * • - - - - - - - - - 


% ^^ au ght : yet is it a mighty and a fublime fcene, where firft theft torrents 
t ^ c 1 ^ ?s > which afterwards conftitute the waters of the Dee. 

Mad °f Cariochy above, Glengu/achen, the bold front of the very high and 

C Kir 3 " Carndeu ^ * s f’y ^ ee P P at ^ s t0 afcended ; on gaining the appa- 
tt.% vy * a Vaft amphitheatre of rock prefents itfelf to view, in the midft of which 
pro'^ty a ^ ee P occu py a circular vale, and 
. jj i ' ‘ n gfrom the cavity of the furrounding hill. 


% ^ ““fimiuAwtui julk. prcicma ilicii iu vilwj in uic iiuuit or wnica 

^ p ro - °f a deep lake occupy a circular vale, and refledt the prodigious pre- 


% ^ file . y lUUUUHUIIlg 

e S ra nd refervoir from whence iffue the firft body of the waters of the 
ii e Well anH to cu j. i . „„ 


S b 1^^ an< ^ fp r ‘ n g i s die firft and higheft of thofe cryftal torrents which ac- 
" a*-- 0vv * Some beautiful ftreaks of verdure ftretch down in waving lines to 




f|^l ULftUlU Ul ill LdlVo wl Vtl UlUv iti vlUWlI Hi WclViii^ iliivC) LU 

\ \ fr 0 ° 1 16 The y ooofft °f various mofs, refrelhed and fed by fprings, 

f '’ v ‘ite rs ° tTl t ^ ie high parts of the mountain, which intercept the clouds, and arreft 
ofth Cre diey fall J n rain. — From the pinnacle of the mountain that rifes over 
there is the moft magnificent view of the furrounding world ima- 
ta ough ftventy or eighty miles inland, yet, fuch is the diftindnefs of 

P vifion 


feU-W 1 

vifion obtained in thefe high regions of the air, that the bright fand of the P 
on the coaft of Moray is difcernible : and the ocean, all the way from the ^ 

NE ss*, to the Ord of Caithness, a fweep of a hundred miles, is v,flb c j in g ¥ 
where remote intervening mountains, like vaft bluifh waves, break the eI j c “ 
of the horizon, which at either end is loft in the interminable azure, wher 

heaven and earth are blended. _ . , o[i e 11111 

On leaving the elevated ftation where that immenfe profpeft is attained 
defcend through many miles of a toilfome labyrinth, of rugged paths, over p 
and among rocks, to avoid the moraffes and fwamps of waters ftagnatingon t 
declivities of the mountain— and, after ftruggling down to the bottom ot j 
« q’he Valley of Deer ” ’tis long ere the dreary paths lead to the level ba 
Dee. The firft objeft thatreftores one to any amufement, in reflecting on t 
enjoyments of life, is the fequeftered habitation (on a plot of grafs that P r 
the Tides of a brook) which Lord Fife has built for a temporary accomm 0 j n jt^ 
benighted in thefe vaft folitudes of the foreft, and from its fituation has. ^ ^jjl P 
Dee°Cot; and is perfuaded, whoever dri nks of the firft fpring of the n ^’ u et ^ 
Lice in re-vifiting that dwelling— will prize its ftores above the ncheft ^ c d 
indolence enjoys; and then efteem the hours of repofe more precious u 
brated {lumbers of noon on the fofas of Eaftern luxury.— Perhaps neither ^ 
verance of Solander, nor the zeal of Sir Joseph Banks, ever furmoun ^ (0 
difficulties and fatigue, in the fearch of plants on unknown mountains, t 

overcome on the above emergency. . t he t0 f J 

An eafier accefs and more pleafant path invites to the Hermitage, w i re pr^% 

rulhing down the cliffs, conftitutes the charaderiftic beauty of the fcene ^ b r 


rulhing down tne cnrrs, commutes uic uiai»v.-uuu. } pw ^ 

in the plate. That Glen penetrates deep among precipices, which lie un ^ 4 
of a moft majeftic rocky mountain, among whofe cliffs the pines an P°P in )e^ 
ing high in air. A noble bridge, of elegant ftrufture, nearjwojiundred ^^ ^ ^ 


int° 
t 1 


¥ 


ing high in air. A noble bridge, ot elegant itrucmic, 

is lately built acrofs the Dee, oppofite to Mar Lodge. The Earl o > jt 
intended it for more important purpofes ; but it gives a charming ope ^ ^ 

Ihaded avenues that lead into the windings of the glen. As one entelS > 
of cliffs, with aged trees in wildeft irregularity hanging over their varl ° letC ly l ° 
refts attention by the folemn filence of their fhades, and by feeming comp ^ ^ 
up the glen : but one hears the roar of the torrent inceffantly pouring 1 


the echoing depths beyond ; and a path beiet witn nuwu., ^ 

fefted round the foot of the rock, leads, as through fairy lands, to a • & , 

between the cliffs ; through which, in moft romantic grandeur, an ‘ vft y 
pi&urefque and beautiful feenery, the Cafcade is difclofed, pouring r v0 rf> . /* 
height, and, breaking on the precipice, falls into the gloom o a e^ . b^ J 
beneath the Flermitage, whence it rages in wild murmurs away to th c o^ ^ 

in air, and perpetuated, that folemn found, which in fo deep a 0 ‘ tu f l0 g 

, , ■ r ■ . _ r- for ever fo dear to the ® 5 


in air, and perpetuated, that lolemn louna, wmui m - -r - ■ fing w 

to the feene; infpires that ferious tranquillity, for ever fo dear to the m 
gives it to expatiate in the reveries of thofe angel dreams, which ee . me j)ts * 
of primaeval peace, when mankind drew their native and fublime J 1 


contemplation of the grandeur and beauty of creation. 

* Aberdeen-, 
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pentad actylos aster oculatus * 

I T has always been in view, that this department of the work fliould be confidered 
as fupplemental to the British Zoology, as far as it extends to marine animals. 
n °t fo much in bringing unknown fubjefts into view, as by giving a more minute detail 
°f the feveral energies of thofe living creatures of the ocean, the peculiarities of whole 
ftr ufture has been lead attended to. The inducement to this is, the frequent oppor- 
tu nity of Purveying them in their more animated and healthy eftate; and o ta ing 
Sawings from the life, while they enjoy their native element, undifturbed an ree. 

Drawings made from thofe animals, fuch as the fofter Stars, when dried ( ow^\ er 
Car efully preferved in the cabinets of the curious) mud ever be deficient in exprel ing 
organs of life ; becaufe, as foon as they ceafe to be exerted, they in a gieat mea ure 

0 e both their native form and beauty. _ _ 

The truth of this remark appears to be peculiarly evinced, and in a right ri ving 
Tanner, with regard to the fpecies of Star reprefented in the plate, fig. A. For 
fofiie of the firft naturalifts, Swammerdam , Borlafe , and Hill , take no notice of the le 
§'on of vital organs, wherewith this animal is covered over ; nor does it appear that 
a,1 y other has ever regarded them as aftive powers. 

. A- circumftance, which fuggefted an idea, that thefe Stars po fie fifed fome mode Oi ex- 
'^ e nce, that had not been defcribed, was, that they are often dredged up. from the Co- 
ia l regio ns of the deep, and no kind of coralline is ever found adhering to them ; yet 
backs, and even the claws, of the moft active crabs that inhabit thole parts, as the 
^ et rdbdon, are generally thick fet with various corallines. It was probable, that tins fo 
llr >ifo rrn prefervation was owing to fome provifion of nature for the fafety of the Stars: 
the delineation here given, of their wonderful cloathing, certainly ferves to fhew, 
at the above conclufion was not formed in vain. 

Nothing but their whole frames being replete with various life, which inftinftively 
deft >-oys the infant feeds of the armies of corallines among which they dwell, could have 
P re ferved them from being planted on by thefe a&ive and induftrious artificers. 

, This fpecies of Star (from many individuals of which, and by a very elaborate procefs, 
r ^wing s were made, with all the affiftance that aquatic tniciofcopes could give) vanes 
ln c olour, from a light crimfon to a very deep purple; and in fize, from the final left 
difcernible, to one about half the dimenfions of the drawing. They are alio 
found larger than that of the plate : but thefe would feem to be in old age, and 
e decline of life : their living raiment difclofes lefs beauty and energy. This may 
e '■he caule of the large ones being found on the coaft, when they hav*. fled from the 
Tal regi ons w here they would have been deftroyed. In this ftate they fometimes 
Ceupy tPjg fjggp p Q0 ] s near to low-water mark but never, if at all wftl, a ow tiem 
, tlve s to be left dry by the tide of ebb ; for this precaution feems effentially necelfary 
° tllei r prefervation, as all thofe beautiful organs, that miniftcr to their exiftence, lan- 


guifli 


* Br. Zoo!, vol. iv. p. 52. 

CL 


guiili and fade foon as the fun-beams Alike, or the breezes blow upon them.- A 11 

from which the drawings are made, were in full health and vigour, dredged up affloOc? 
corals, in about thirty fathom water. 

This Star, by Mr. Pennant and by Linckius, is diftinguifhed by the ep lt! 
Oculatus , and at firft fight appears well entitled to the appellation : for the more rc 
markable of thefe members, wherewith it is feathered over, have much the appear 311 ^ 
of a multitude of eyes, as in the ray b : but when highly magnified, and examin e 
with care, as in the fpecimen given at B. they are found to be organs of life, moft ^ 
licately formed, contrived for inhaling nourilhment, or fome vital principles, from 
tide, and vary their appearance according to the feveral parts of the adtion whei eIlt 
they are engaged. 

The likenefs of eyes proceeds from the luftre of femi-tranfparent films, which 3 
protruded at pleafure from cavities in the body of the Star ; and the black fpeck in c 
centre of each is owing to the deep opening of the aperture within. Thefe more d e 
licate organs are enclofed or guarded by rows of tubular fuckers, of a firmer or gi - ’^ 
nature, which, when the animal is dried, feem only as fo many feales. 

1 he others, that iffue from beneath the rays, at c. c. c. as is generally known, are p r0 
perly the inftruments of motion, and with which it can fo tenacioufiy adhere to c 
rocks, as not only to glide equally fecure and firm along the under part of the ^hel v ' eS, 
but cannot without violence be difengaged from them. . 

Thevefture of polypes, occupied by this Star, do not uniformly, and but very ^ 
dom, adt in a body : any great alarm may caufe the whole to fhrinkj but at times ea 
feems to feel for itfelf alone, and, when apprehenfive of danger, withdraws ; the oth erS 
not fympathizing with that movement, but continue ftretched forth until feverally 111 
fnnidated. It is certainly, however, probable that the animal, as a whole, muft 
in all thofe feparate fenfationsj and affords a curious fubjedt, were we to indulg e r 
fledtion on the peculiar nature of its enjoyments. 

It certainly, in the trueft fenfe of the phrafe, is feelingly alive all over ; and 
organs wherewith it is covered have various modifications, and doubtlefs n ^ 
different offices, which they peiform in fupport of the general fyftem. The 


fc- 

in 


veral fenfations of touch and tafle, which the connedting principle muft participle 
from their miniftry, will be ever diverfifying the inftindtive pleafures derived from 
quiring fuftenancej and, inhaling the falutary juices of the fea, by fo complex an & 
ganization, be the means of its receiving a perpetual fpecies of animation, imbibe^ 
every pore. So that, although deftituteof all the more extenfive and entertaining ie 
les, they may be far from void of amufement, but have a continual intereft in the c ° n 
tents of the element around them ; and, having their fenfibilities awakened by num 
lefs circumftances, preferve an intimate connexion with the environs of their own 
fphere, and tafte the comfort of the inceffant application of their feveral powe*' s 
preferve their deftined exiftence there. 

The confultations of nature, for the prefervation of her innumerable offspring) 
•wonderful, and devoutly to be admired ! 3 
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INTRODUCTORT REMARKS 
On the Obelisks of North Britain, 
on which are ^Egyptian Symbols. 

|T was not until after the matured deliberation, and frequent can- 
vaihng of the fubjedts with men of knowledge and learning, that it 
refolved on to attempt the defcription of thofe Caledonian 
k 0 Numen ts, which involve myfterious allulions in their fculptures: 
^ e caule, in order to develope the hidden meaning of thefe abftrufe lym- 
S> ^ * s rec l u iLte to go deep into the labyrinth of hieroglypbical re- 
° E d, the intricate windings of which, perhaps, ’tis only thofe of fin- 
at tafte and penetration, and who have much leifure time at com- 
a nd, that have either ambition or perfeverance to unravel. 


ir ; Gordon *, taking under coniideration Bilhop Nicholson’s 
^ edtions £ on Boetius, for maintaining that the fculptures on the 
^ °numents now under confideration were, as he calls them, “ Relicks 
< t ^ Egyptian manner of expreffing themfelves,” juftly remarks, 
«< ^ at although this is no pofitive evidence that the Caledonians 
tc Came originally from /Egypt; yet this hieroglyphical way of re- 
x ( Renting fadts is uncontrovertedly like the Egyptian manner 
«, ° tra nfmitting memorable things to pofterity. And, as I have had 
f, * e ^ 0n our of prefenting thefe things ffift to the view of the world, 
<c ^ not without hopes, but that fome future critic in antiquity, 
t ( rorn t ^ le very fymbols and hieroglyphics here exhibited, may dif- 
<t C ° Ve ‘ r^ill ftronger circumftances, to evince them vouchers of hifto- 
ric al truth.” .. 


ca r ] l0m - t ^ le ^ e remar ^ s 11 i s evident, that a ftrange affinity had been 
f Cuj y ^ cerned , by our moft intelligent hiftorians, between fome of the 
*ili PtUres on thefe obe Iifks and /Egyptian fymbols : but that they could 
probable origin for this fo unaccountable refem blance. 


CVlden£ Dianne! of communication, whereby E a hern fymbols 
to be infcribed on Caledonian monuments, has been repeatedly 

* Cinerarium Septentrionale, p. 159, 160. % Scotch Hift. Library. 

R authenticated: 


authenticated by thefe memoirs ; more particularly, the illuftration o 
the hieroglyphics of the facramental trophies of the former Number 
has paved the way for the following reflection, to afcertam the tradi- 
tionary line in which thefe fymbols were conveyed. 

The first Christian Pastors, ftruck with the hieroglyph^! 
glory, in which divine things had been fo fublimely expreffed and vene- 
rated of old, faw that the fymbols of the Gentile religion were derive* 
from primaeval traditions; had their facred origin in the patriarchal re- 
cords and prophetical books; and therefore involved allufions to evan- 
gelical truth. By pious appropriation they were, on the above accoun , 
infcribed on the parchments of the Chriftian fanduaries; (for, during 
the three firft centuries, the communion fervice was not permitte t0 
be written): from thefe parchments, wherewith the divines who car- 
ried the embaffy of the Gofpel into foreign lands were furniihed, fprung 
fome of the moft inexplicable iculptures on the obeliiks now under re 

view. 

Memorials of the original parchments fhall be here produced; and 
the monuments of the plate are handing entire*; the faithful 
,-ifon of the hieroglyphics on them, with thofeof Egyptian obelilks, 
therefore what the inquifitive may eaflly afeertain. 

The evidence of the fublime allufions, here offered to view, * ’ 
therefore derived from the legendary tales of early hiftonans, nor 
dubious theories founded in fidion and favoured by credulity; but tr ^ 
the authentic teftimony of fculptured granite and marble, and the ven 
rable importance of primeval fymbols. 

It is therefore a pleafing refledion, that fo many of thefe Obeli* 
held facred by their antiquity, and the traditionary value of their c °^ 
tents, have fo long remained the boaft and glory of the CaledoN 


* Fig. I. is at Aberlemny , in Angus. III. is within a park, near to Glcutns 
the fame county. II. ftands on a circular mount, artificially raifed with fteps o 
Cariblair in Rofs-Jbire , 
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Grp TIJN HIEROGLYP HICS, 


OBSERVABLE ON 

CALEDONIAN OBELISKS. 

} N or der to give a fatisfaftory illuftration of theft, it is not fo necefiary to go 
deep into the hiftory of the revolutions, which hieroglyphical writing under- 
^ nt > as to quote foine felect fentences of the more diftinguifhed authors who 
z'T Wrote on £ his fubjedb : but thefe are requifite to authenticate the application, 
^indicate the facred references here Hated, 
of u° ernl ^ ern ancient wifdom has been more remarkable than the hieroglyphic 
‘ e Serpent. In different ages it has had affixed to it the mod glorious and 
is j ^ 10rr *^ e ideas. Its plain, explicit, and ieemingly earlieft reference, is all that 
atten ded to: and of its univerfal application in this way all antiquity is 
dj ’ '■hat when placed over, or in the midft of abftrufe fymbols, it invariably in- 
a , a ^ e d that they were Spirit and Life, or bore allufion to objefts of a divine 
'ntelleftual nature *. 

tjj le m yftic lines, immediately under that of the Obelifk, fig. I. in the plate, are 
e hore to be conftrued as fome expreffive rudiments of facred fcience ; but 
^Ua C ° Ver P erfeftI y accor d with the defcription given by an eminent anti- 

Co / an ^ 5 °' a cori 'cfponding fymbol on the Pamphilian Obelifk at Rome, that it 
<t not have been more applicable if taken from this at Aberlemny J. “ Tres 
<c Clrcu hj intra duo fceptra inclufi. Triformis numenis dominium, in triplicum 
^nndum pulchre fane demonftrant.” 

•t ^ ne circles, then, included within the Triune line, finifhed at either end with 
'' b C ^ Ce P t:ra ^ em hlem, or enfign of Efficient Power, was the expreffive fym- 
" C ^ IVINE Dominion extended over heaven and earth, and the whole 

th IRcle °h the year ||.” While the facred Eye, within the triangle, gives the 


^§ht a fublimity, which it is impoffible to heighten. 


^ aVC ^ Cre t h en > on a Caledonian monument, one of the mod original 
acre d fymbols of the Eastern World ; in the myftic lines of which, thofe 
o fth are thoroughly verfed in antiquity can be at no lofs to difcern the rudiments 
tv. e ^pha and Omega, and other letters of the primaeval alphabet, as in the 
lifted NOAn ! 


n °lefs Cherubic Figures over the traverfeof the Cross, on the Obelifk, fig. III. 
to p e ^ S forcibly attraft attention, on account of the refemblance which they bear 


'I'h ^ ^^ tian hieroglyphics, 
is ^ at w ith vvings, which in its original may have refembled the Abraxa, fig. IV. 
° nl y one additionally felefled as the prefent fubjedt of obfervation : and the 

’’ Vero Serpentem fpiritualiffimum animal efle dicunt ; itaque res divinas, per Serpentis na- 
t Ki ta ^ ant * Eufebius, Prep. Evang. 1 . iii. c. 3. 

St. James’s Liturgy. 

decyphering 


rc her. Obelif. Pamphil. 148. J Ibid. 497. 


decyphering of that alone, its origin and import, if the limits of this paper ^ 
lowed, would readily open a fpacious, and perhaps interefting field of l0 ' 

veftigation. , i 

Sanchoniathon is the earlieft of uninfpired writers who mentions this fym 
And the great Cudworth * allows, that the bold imagery, and enigmatical ^ 
port of the fragments quoted by Eusebius f, as they require to be judiciou 
weighed, fo merit a candid and philofophical acceptation. 

Reafon therefore is allowed a liberal fcope in the tranflation of the C1 

apophthegms. ; ts 

The Sun is the great meafure of the year — of Time. Sanchoniathon c ai 

fyrnbol Chronus. « To which,” fays he, "there is given four wings 5 tW ° e 
€( p an ded as in the aft of flight, and two let down to indicate repofe ; impty‘ n J 
« t h at though ftationary, it feems to fly; and though apparently revolving r ° un 

" the world, is perfectly ftill.” ^ 

But a refembling fyrnbol was pourtrayed, giving an abftraft idea of the hut ^ 
mind. To this fame of the Oracles attributed to Zoroaster, on the intelle^ 0 . 
nature of Man, evidently allude, viz. “ The Human Spirit is in this ftate ** s 
« endowed with Wings : when the wings of the mind are let down, it cI ^ 
“ into the terreftrial fphere, and is converfant with temporal things ; when c 
« are fpread forth, it re-afcends to Heaven, and contemplates the Deity.’' 

“ Befides the four already mentioned, there were added, ’ fays Sanchoni a 
" to this fyrnbol two other Wings, affixed to the head, to indicate the intelle 
" difcernment, and heavenly afpirations of the foul £ ! ” ^ 

This fix winged figure, as the hieroglyphic of the Mind in its moft p er ' LL ^ 
happy ftate, became the chofen fyrnbol of the doxology in holy rites. ^ 

Seraph of the Sanfluary, as feen by IJaiah [|. The grand Hallelujah y 
preffed by thefe, and they are therefore fo introduced into the Ancient LltU ^ {i , 
the Church of Jerusalem " The Sun, the Moon, and the whole choir of ^ 
« praife Thee, and the Seraphim with fix wings, while with twain they c 
« their head, and with twain they cover their feet, and with twain they do 

When therefore, over the Oofs, on one obelifk, we fee the facred Dove, the ^ 
lice, and Euchariftical Wafer f ; on another, human figures in attitudes °f ] °* s 
adoration; on a third, the Seraphim— no doubt can remain of theii re 
import, and fublime defign, as public monuments of thofe interefting and ^ 
communications, which accompanied the dawning light of the evangeli ca ^ 
trines. The facred fculptures of thefe Obelisks, therefore, as far as po® 
voured the fpreading influence of that Revelation, amongft a people, to 
at that time, alphabetical writing was unknown. 

* Intellectual Syftem. f Prep. Evang. 1 . i. c. 10. f Ibid. || Chap- v ” 

$ St, Cyril, in Catech. Mylt. v. f See Monuments, N 8 II. of this publica* 1011 ' 
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LOCH NESS. 

H E whole circle of this large lake is one great continued fcene of piCturefque 
,77 ,and noble profpeCts : the particular views can but exhibit fome of their more 
1 * n guilhing features, 

^Vhen advancing from Inverness, one gains the fummitof the hill above Aldoury, 
gliding down the oppolite declivity, the eye meets the whole azure expanfe of the 
a ' e reflecting the firmament, furrounded with majeftic rocky mountains which darken 
^ waters with their fhade, it affords one of thofe vaft extenfiye expreflions of the 
u ^‘rne in nature, which, in its effeCt, is equally fblemn and pleafing — captivates 
e it awes, and charms while it elevates and expands the foul. 

, t ^ hen thofe great fcenes of creation,” fays a late celebrated author, " open on 
„ ° lir view, they roufe an admiration exalting as it is delightful, grafping unconfined 
, t anc i free the immenfity of heaven and earth at a glance, the mind is rendered con- 
<( Cl °us of its innate dignity, and recognizes thofe npble comprehenfive powers where- 
,, VVlt i 1 it is endowed j and this often yields the fecret unperceivcd charm that 
tr anfports us in the contemplation of magnificent fcenery.” 

r °m the above ftation, when one firft gains the view of Loch Ne/s , the profpeCt is 
^ tre mely noble, but too vaft and extenfive to be comprized in a drawing: the ara- 
e ia nds, which, on the fouthern declivity of this hill, are rich and thoroughly culti- 
^ ted » and finely varied with thriving plantations ; and the inclofures connected with 
j- C ^ ats of the inhabitants ; form an animating and chearful fore-ground, to the pro- 
of th e w ild majeftic mountains beyond towering round the lake. 

v?r The magnitude and cloudy top of that old volcano Mealfourvounich, and the 
fhades of the other bleak and rocky hills, whofe dark wreaths of woods, anfd 
t 0 <er > cliffs, form a grand inclofure, and a noble contraft to the lively azure of the 
h n( l l, il lake — the frequent torrents feen foaming down amid the pines that over- 
nearer precipices,- while the diftant tops of the remoter mountains feem dif- 
^ ln 8 away in air — conftitutes altogether fuch an affemblage of ftriking objeCls in a 
^ ’ndlefs * anc ^ ca P e ’ as > w ^‘ le 11 arre ft s attention, gives a powerful invitation to be- 
e more intimately converfant with the various feene. 


*ritt. 


. ne two more eminent travellers who have vifited the banks of this lake, have 


Pro e ° ^ 0wn memorials of their entertainment while they paffed along, whjch may 
the moft acceptable accompaniment that could be given to a view of Loch 


o Sf) ^ flis beautiful lake has a great refemblance to fome parts of the lake of Lu- 
j- e fpecially towards the eaft end ; — I enjoyed along its banks a moft romantic 
er f> generally immerfed in woods, but for the moft part open enough to admit a 

S fight 


fight of the water, and frequently gave a view of the Tides and tops of the vaft m ° un 
tains foaring above ; in general, thefe were covered with wood,, except on the m erC 
precipices, and where the grey rock denied vegetation, or where the heath, n °^. 
glowing with purple bloflbms, covered the furface. There was here no poffibil^y 
cultivation but flieep and fmall cattle are fed in the fored — the goats live l uXlirI 
oufly on the tender branches of the trees. The wild animals that poflefs this p lC 
turefque fcene are flags and roes, black game and grous ;■ and on the fummits wh> te 
hares and ptarmigans. 

" The road on which we travelled was itfelf a fource of entertainment — It has b^ 
made with great labour, and is perfectly hard and level, in many places refembhng 
fine and regular avenue, in others it is cut round the rocky fides of the hills wh< 
overhang the Loch — the rock on one fide forming a lofty folid wall, on the other a d e " 
precipice, in fome places bordered with trees and bufhes, from which our guides g a 
thered nuts. 


“ This day’s journey was pleafant; the day was calm, the air foft, the limpid v ' a 
ters of the lake were gliding to the bank, waving their furface with a gentle agi tat1 ^ 
The deep rocks of the hill are fhaded with birch, the hardy native of the north '• ^ 

yond the woods, they are feen towering up in horrid nakednefs. The dark heath, a ^ 
the rocks, are now and then diverfified by fmall dreams of water rufhing down 
deep. 

“ An eye, accudomed to flowery padures, and to waving harveds, is adonilh e< ^ t 
the appearance and properties of mountainous regions j but thefe conditute a g r 
part of the earth — and he that has never feen them, mud live unacquainted with 
of the face of nature, and with one of the great fcenes of human exidence.” 

It is a milder and more lively recreation, indeed, to wander through pari^ ^ 
pleafure-grounds, to admire the gayer and more luxuriant beauties of the garden, 
the rural fcene ; but dill the majedic features of the uncultivated wildernefs, an ^ 
tenfive profpefls of nature gained from the rocky brows of the lofty mountains, y'^ s 
an expanfion of fancy, and native elevation of thought, accompanied with imp^ e t 
more intereding and folemn — and leaves on the memory traces of an entertain ^ 1 
more fublime. 
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Lord o li p h ant's castl 


is fituated*, on the 


]m Ear to the pleafant valley where Balveny Castle 
k north there is a circular fweep of hills, whofe declivities fall down into a deep 
^tom, in the mid 11 of which there is a fraall lake formed by the ftreams that trickle 
Vv n the fides of the hills j the borders of the lake are enriched with extenfive plan- 
et's, which make a pleafing enclofure to the piece of water called Loch Park. 
e rivulet running from this loch gives the name of Strath-Isla to a very fertile 
,c valuable diftrifl of the country ; in which, encreafmg its waters as it winds along, 
tQ U giving through the barony of Keith, it is at length poured over the rocks ; near 
p. t,le m ofl: precipitous parts of which the remains of Lord Oliphant’s Castle 
and forms the pidturefque cafcade, of which fome idea is given in the annexed 
r ate - The fituation of Milltown, on the adjacent banks of the rivulet, is altogether 
!a ntic, and forms a pleafing village; the advantages of level fields, and command 
^ Vl 'ater, for mills, bleaching, &c. has railed the neighbouring town of Keith into 
c “ e c °nfiderable importance, as a place where the thread and linen manufactures are 
P rie d on with fuccefs. When admiring the fituation of the tower and its demelnes, 
J d OUphant feems to demand great credit as a man of tafte, for placing his refl- 
et.. Ce m wild! >' rura l a ^ cene : hut on perceiving that it is not the flight Ample 

w Ce °*" a countr y ^at, °P en around, and eafy of accefs; but a fpecies of fortrefs 
about with jealous care, placed on peninfulaced precipices, conftruCted with 
a tii " ^ lT!ad em brazures, from which they might fearlefs annoy approaching enemies, 

. prevent the aflailants attack, the illufion of the fancied choice vanifhes, and lefs 
^ ailn g motives are feen to have determined the place of abode. 

W er n l he reign of Aexander the Second, mod of the lands in the barony of Keith 
devoted, at the infiance, of that monarch, to fupport and add fplendor to the 
^ ab lifhments of the See of Moray ; and Bricijjs, the then celebrated bilhop, em- 
^ c ^ e revenue arifing from them accordingly ; chapels were endowed, to accom- 
Lj r j^ ate l V feveral parts of the diflrifl with the evangelical inftitutions.. The prefent 
ar> Keith occupies the walls of a Catholic building. When adding, fome years 
t0 rite altar end of ir, they dug up many tomb-ftones, which had lain for 
f 0r Uries buried in the ground; on one was fculptured a mitred abbot, unknown ; 
i„ c ^‘ er n ° infeription had been added to the effigy, or is now irrecoverably blended 
p e 1Tl afs of the mouldering ftone. 

tn en ^° lTl rhe'ieveral periods of the fifteenth' century, when, in the changes of govern- 
^ r efb fluftuatin S coun cds of adminiftration more or lefs countenanced the 
p eC(j j7 ter ian plea for a reform of the religious inftitutions— are to be dated various 
h)f e ' ar rev °lutions of property, which took place as the interefts of Episcopacy 
T ell in the political feale. 

b e 11 was in agitation, that the hierarchy of the epifcopal communion (kould 

ind r °S at ed in Scotland , the extenfive territories which had been devoted by princes 
*% n0 ^ eS to tke church, opened a fpacious field of intereft in the reform, where the 
Jtl °n of numbers failed not to regale their hopes of acquiring additional fortunes. 




* See N° u. 


by the fupprefiion of the dignified clergy. Many of the barons, therefore, «" ea 1 ^ 
catched the fpirit of the prevailing zeal, and warmly efpoufed the expediency 
reducing religion to a Ampler form, than was found in the expenfive eftabli{h men * ^ 
cathedrals and collegiate churches : accordingly, during the minority of James _ 
wc find the fchemes of the facrilegious avarice nearly completed } and while the 1 
fatiable Morton directed the councils of adminiftration, the greatcft part of the 1 cV ^ 
nues of the church were alienated to fecular purpofes, and to indulge the wifi ie * ^ 
his favourites. It is true, that when the above monarch afcended the throne oft 
united kingdoms, and faw how far the {lability of his crown was to be mainW 10 ^ 
by the influence of the fpiritual lords, by royal authority the lands and revenu^ s ^ 
the church were to be reflored, and the Bishops of Scotland ordained to i e 
their feats in parliament, as fome balance to the turbulent fpirit and encreafing p° ^ 
of the barons. The General Afifembly, which had been authorized by law, as a 
preme council for confulting the interefts of religion, joined their voice of app r0 _ 
tion to the decrees of the king, and concurred in the expediency of thefe meafb r ^ 
but the barons, who had once tailed the comfort of enjoying the ecclefiaftical em 
ments, and thereby finding their fortunes more unembarrafied and free, relu£t‘ lI \^ 
gave up their claim to the pofteflion, and foon profited anew ot the opp° rCun '^] ar 
which the fucceeding diftradlions of government offered them — favoured the p°P 
remonflrances of the hardfliips they fuffered from the alledged tyranny of the bifh°P^ 
and concurred with the preachers againll Episcopacy, to obtain the fanflion ot 
for its abolition, and the future appropriation to themfelves of the extenfive reven ^ 
which had fupported the Catholic inftitutions. At what particular epochs of &£ 
formation the feveral lands devoted to the church reverted into the hands ° ^ 
nobles, is not always particularly fpeeified in the annals of that period, nor won 
of much efiential confequence, if more particularly known. _ ^ 

Laurence the fourth Lord Olipbani, who forved heir to his father in i$66, * s ^ 
prefented in memorials of the times as a man of lingular merit, a great loyah > 
hering firmly to the interefts of Queen Mary during all the time of the civil vv3 ^ 
His fon married a daughter of the Earl of Morton. Few families had 
greater figure in Caledonian flory than his. The race is traced up to a j 5 
Dane, who came over in the reign of Donald VI. One of the defcendan^^ 
found witnefs to a charter of a priory granted by King David II f. Another, 3 
of great intereft and power, married Lady Elizabeth Bruce, daughter of th e 
mortal King Robert. . ^ ^ 

Charles the feventh Lord Olipbant, who, in the end of laft century, ma rrie ^. jlS 
young lady of the family of Ogilvie of Milltown , built this caftle, which ft*M 
his name. Their only fon died when young j and their lands in the barony 0 
were recognized, by adjudication, to be then the property of the Earls of ^ 
later. They had been of old in the poflefllon of that family ; and after vari° uS 
tune reftored, continue annexed to the extenfive territories, which conftitute th eir 
fent fo valuable eftate. 


* Dcuglajds Peerage, 528. 


f Chartulary of CoWngham. 
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RADIATED STAR. 

W HEN we furvey this vaft univerfe, with that amplitude of thought which the 
midnight fcene of the heavens infpires, the immenfity of thefe boundlefi fields of 
v onder fo fills the mind, that even to return to theconfideration of the order of the fea- 
? ns > and the earth’s annual orbit, feems to be contra&ing our view ; and (bill more fo 
ae inveftigation of the inferior arrangements of nature v yet when we follow out any 
j ne Part of the fyftem, through the marvellous contrivances of its formation, bv a phi- 
j 0 ' o Phic infpedlion of the minuted: atom of the organized world, the mind is equally 
0 1 in admiration, as in the furvey of the mvriads of funs, and other worlds that fur- 
r °und us . 

r There are unfeen properties of being which our realon cannot defcry ; perhaps the 
ec 5>ndite fprings of vegetation, and myfterious unfoldings of animal life, equally fur- 
* )a ^ 0u r underftanding as the fublime attributes of the firft agent of the univerfe. 

The intelle<5bual treafures that may be gathered in the vaft empire of .nature, are as 
Iv 5 r fified as extenfive— we can imbibe but a few detached rays of an infinite light, 
llc h is profufely poured through all the departments of creation. 
a ,0 every inftance the light of heaven feems to embellifli the path of admiration, 
J 10 ) infpired by this, all the beauties of nature feem confulted, to fill the affections of 
'hearts with joy. 

v ^hen intent on any particular fubjeCt of wonder, that occurs amid the endlefs di- 
^ er fities of animated being, the delight of the mind ever rifes in proportion as it de- 
in rT es the more hidden confultations of wildom, which has arranged their organs, and 
m °rmed their frame. 

c f he occafionally feleCting infiances, where the beautiful arrangements of {kill are 
rQl nently confpicuous, and where exquifite contrivances embellifli their ufeful ftruc- 
— the taking leifure to dwell, with fuitable attention, even on the fmalleft of thefe 
fvft nC * ers — ^as htfluence, by degrees, gradually to infpire that general admiration of the 
anH 1 in which we bear a part, which is one of the happieft of human attainments, 
d makes the ftudious appropriate, with equal delight and inftruftion, the moft mi- 
as the grandeft difplays of that Intelligence which has ordered the univerfe. 
f 0 ' beautiful Star * of the plate, to which the term f radiated is applied, is never 
on the fhores, but comes up with ftones from corally grounds of the deep. The 
Pithet feems to have been given it, on account of that fpread of various- coloured rays 
k eaat ify the circle of its body. 

f 0 ne under part of the body, fig. B, comprehending the mouth, is no lefs elegantly 
j/^ed; a pentagonal inclofure of the pureft white and highly-polifiied bones, prettily 
^P^d, and difpofed with excellent fymmetry, conftitute an arrangement of organs, 
ufe and importance we can but in part difcover. 
f al j l S; a- is the moft common fize in which thefe ftars are found— none have been 
th e e ? ’ n h ere fo l ar g e as that reprefented at A. It was purpofely magnified in 
9nc j drawing, to give fcope for more adequately exprefling the very ornamental form 
t, *oades of the ftony fcales which cover its jointed rays, 
tou r fome peculiarities obfervable, and the apparently fingular nature of the nume- 
if ines which arm its rays, merit a ftill more particular infpetftion : they offer a 
minuter inveftigation, and require an ampler difcuflion. 
c w as mentioned, that thefe ftars are dredged up in deep water with ftones from a 

I r 

tio ns ** "ORIas’s Cornwall fome refembling fpecies of ftars are figured, pi. xxv ; but the reprefenta- 
4. inaccurate and unfinifhed, it is difficult to afcertain whether they are varieties or the fame. 
ee Er, Zool. vol. iv. p. 54. N°65, 66 , 

j corally 
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corally bottom. They generally are found occupying the cavities of the {loner,, whj c j 
have been previously perforated by various fpecies of pholas"'s : the pholas’s have di 
away, and thefe artful vifitants find a banquet in the (lime of their deferred chambers- 
With a wonderful dexterity they twid their brittle frames uninjured throughout ^ 
windings of the fmalleft perforations ; but very little violence offered, in feizmg . 
retaining them in one place, will break off a part or detach a whole ray. In the cour ^ 
of infpe&ing their operations this Sometimes happened ; and, after repeated exarnin^ 
tion, the feparated rays continued to move with inherent life, and exerred an a . l d ivl ( ^' 
as if no reparation from the circular body had taken place. This fuggefted an >de a 
fome extraordinary mode of exiftence, which preferved its animation after the conn e 
tion with its primary fource of life was broken, and led to a more attentive exami^ 
tion of parts of the ray with the microfcope, the refult of which was attended with 
fmall degree of ftirprife. , e 

From the appearance of an arrangement of fhort thickfet hairs, that run along v . ^ 
edges of the rays, one char after of them has been given by natural ids in the denoh 1 ^ 
nation hirjute ; thefe, when largely magnified, appear to be a kind of tranfp aI \. 
bridles or fpines, themfelves hirfute on the fides, as in the fpecimen c c; and an in ^ 
vidual ipine, put under more powerful glades, difclofed a fuperior order of beauty 
at d, which deemed to indicate fome coniultation of nature that had reference to ' 
ther than vifible ufe. — When Mr. Ellis laid before the Royal Society his fird ob* e , 
•vations on Corallines, be hefitated to affirm the various life which he apprehen 
them to poffefs, until longer attention fully unfolded to him their Angular pr°p ertl ^ 
The author of thefe remarks feels h.imfelf in a fimilar fituation, in adventuring 
fugged the probable nature of the fpines of this dar, as it is a circumdance whieffi 
the bed of his knowledge, has never been yet gue.fied at; but which when evin^ e ^ 
opens a mod wonderful field for reflection on the amazing expedients for difF ai1 ^ 
and preferving life, wherewith thofe regions teem, which, covered with the deep, 
in a great meafure inacceffible to the human race. , f e 

Should every fpine along the rays of this dar be inveded with arrangements o, m ^ 
living dowers that a&uate the corallines, what a wonderful life mud the ani> . 
fydem podefs am: cl fuch a myriad of energies ! Of guardian fpiculas, fuch as d ete ^ a 
the dwellings of the coral polypes, there generally is not lefs than thirty on a fpine. 311 ^ 
hundred fpines are often on a ray — there may then be found fifteen thoufand of £l , 
adrive bloffoms of life, which, while they indulge their play, and drink in the vl 
fpirit of the tide, are engaged in adminidering to the nourifhment of a fingle *j s 
Such a profufion of vital array, in a beauty and order fo fcldom feen, and which i ^ 
fo difficult to obtain a clear infpefrion of, is fuch a provifion of nature for the am 1 ^ 
tion of her offspring, as equally eludes our underdanding, as it furpaffes the kec 
glance of admiration in any adequate degree to apprehend. - g. 

Yet the exquifite ftru&ure of thefe fpines, the arrangement of the fpiculm, ck'P^j 
tion of the cells under them, as in the very highly magnified fpecimen of ‘ e 
their furprifing refemblance to the infant corals, delineated fig. a, and A,of N*i 4>; e j eS( 
no room for a doubt, that the above aeconomy of nature, amid her infinite var ’ e 0 { 
is one of the unrecorded, confultations, an additional link of the marvallous cn 31 
exiftence unfolded to human view. 
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PR I MJE FAL HIEROGLTP HICS. 


fjN introducing the hieroglyphical fcuiptures on the obelifks reprefented in the 
plate, to that particular notice which their facred nature feems to demand, it 
rtta y not be improper to quote fome pafiages from the earlier writers, by whom men- 
ll °n of them has been made, 

t ^°etius talks of thefe myftic figures, exprefsly, as having fome unknown allufions 
^ national record or religious truths, and of their unaccountable refcmblance to 
j c vptian fymbols; and, when producing fome parts of hiftory relating to Aber- 
■inney in Angus, feems to refer to the monument A, when he defcribes, " a huge 
C{ f° ne credted there, on which are figures of animals and abftrufe devices, engraven 
111 ft*'ange charadlers, which had no doubt been intended, according to the mode of 
Anting at the time, to convey the memory of certain tranfa&ions to pofterity 

Induced by this part of Boetius' s narrative, Mr, Cordon examined the ftone in 
S’Jeftion, and gives the following account of the figure at the top f : “ There is a 
({ ier oglyphic, which I own I am at a lofs to defcribe or explain, only it is a bor- 
f{ ere< I fquare, with another fmaller fquare within it, fomewhat refembling a door or 
,, etttr y > above that pafles a line, at one end of which hangs a plummet : near there 
a bordered circle, from which project two fmaller circles oppofite to each other,” 
,1IS pafiage is quoted partly to exprefs the attention which thefe figures attracted, 
a nd partly to authenticate their identity, and fo guard againft the fufpicion of inno- 
i°n, by Ihewing, that notwithstanding the curfory manner in which Mr. Gordon 
• at *e his drawings, ftill that he nearly traced the genuine figures, although of their 
,^Port he had no adequate idea, and that they only are more accurately delineated 
die plate, while they form the high fubjeft of great part of the following dil- 

Eu fiion„ 

p^die other correfponding reprefentation of the ftone, marked B, is part of an obe- 
Ending on the northern declivity of the mountain Benachie, in the county of 
e a °d is yet entire and undefaced, notwithftanding the rigours it muft have 
r ■ Ure d of near a thoufand winters ■, and is alfo figured in plate LIX. of the Itinera - 
and* ^ e P tentr * ona l e - Now in thefe the Triune Line is again confpicuous, begun 
th e *? n ^ed w 'th the fceptral emblem, and (as illuftrated in the former number) was 
hieroglyphic of the efficient power of the Deity. But here, extending over the 
fio ^ ,rn d°k of the folar fyftem and the gate of time , other important confidera- 
^ occur, necefifary to unfold the full import of the fublime inftruftion couched 
er thefe enigmatical flgns. 


But 


t perhaps an apology is requifite for driving to unravel them at all, as the 
e s muft be elaborate. Why return to the beginning of ages, to decypher 
s and fymbols, now altogether obfolete, and almoft unknown ? 

* Boetius , lib. xii. p. 2 43 . f Iter. Seften. 15 1. 


One 


One reafon is obvious : thefe muft prove the illuftration and import of the 
lines and characters wherewith the Caledonian obelifks are impreffed ; or it muft m 3 
probability follow, that they never will be found to have had any meaning at 
The latter pofuion cannot be admitted; for thefe trophies, uniformly emblazoned ^ 
a diftinguilhed manner on the more eminent compartments of the obelifks— wroug^ 
with the greateft mathematical accuracy — with fuch ftudious care raifed on the 1 ^ 
durable done— in far diftant provinces correfponding with each other— and on mon 
ments erected near to Druid Temples, and in other confecrated places— we fcarce 
doubt of their preferving memorials of religious and national importance, accord > » 
to the uniform ideas on which all fculptured obelifks were originally raifed ; 
therefore ought to look among thefe mouldering lines for the interefting commune 
tions which they were intended to convey. 

l | pj 

Another not lefs obvious and inviting reafon, nor lefs momentous in the cl 
views of antiquarian refearch, is, that the nobleft, and perhaps the brighteft beams ^ 
knowledge, are derived from following the light of human wifdom to its prim®^ 
fources. By this purfuit we attain to the firft rudiments and origin of literatur » 
we advance beyond the dubious dawn of hiftorical record, and attain intuitive c° !l ^ 
munications as from the Fountain Head of Truth. This is to drink of th c ^ 
famed Castalian Spring, of which fo much has been written, and fo li tcIe 
known. 

Juftly, then, as applicable to the daring attempt, is the fragment. Fig. C. of an o& 
lifk in Ross-shire thrown down : it retains a fimple figure thrice repeated, 
was fome time in Grecian architefture efteemed an elegant ornament, but was 
the obelifks of Mgypt of philofophical import: as copied from the Pamphilia*^ 
Rome, it is placed with fome others as on a ftone D, at the foot of the above-m ^ 
tioned Caledonian monuments, with a view more diftinCtly to afcertain the o 0 ^ 
ing illuftrations. ’Twas a fymbol which expreffed the “ narrow way” the m trl c 
windings of the paffage that led through the facred fanes to the chambers of imag e 
and initiation *. 

Thefe were the original labyrinths ; and in reference to thefe the above hieroglypj^ 
equally implied, the embarraflment and difficulty attending the paths of fcience 
led to the knowledge of recondite truths. 

Let us enter then this fymbolic House of the World f. We fee there the gaT ^ 
the fanftuary open — the fun and moon to give us light. It is the temple of the ^ 
verfe. The fceptre by which it is governed extends equally beyond the fun and & 
in depth, as over them above, and circumfcribes their fpheres. There is a g ran 

• See Kercber, Obelif. Pamphil. lib. v. p. 481. firft Symbol. ,y 

f Mundana Domus ! This title is given to the Hieroglyphic oftheVismLE Creation. to j, a v« 

tarch, in his letter to the Priestess of the Sun “ De Ofiride & Ifide.” And he feems 

taken it from the Her metical Oracles on Symbols. O'- 


of thought, worthy of Mgpytian wifdom, in their fo frequent allufions to the vaft domi- 
nion which the fun pervades, when he leaves our hemifphere, equally enlightening the 
Surrounding worlds, while to usit is night*. The inculcating this, imprefled new 
J deas of the amplitude of the univerfe, and gave dignity and force to the hieroglyphic 
the fcepter, that governs all things in the heavens above, and equally rules among 
c he conftellations which replenilh the etherial depths that are under the earth. 

The extraordinary and almoft unaccountable refemblance between the quadrangu- 
figures on the obelifks A and B, and thofe at E and F, on the Hone D, fo divinely 
Commented on in the wonderfully juft and deep fpeculations of Athenasius Ker- 
CiiER > “ e Societate Jesu !” j- muft vindicate the enlarging farther on this fo fingu- 
ar and facred fubjedt. 

The two Great Lights of this myftic temple of the fquare ! are the fun and moon, 
he fun’s place in the zodiac, from the earlieft ages of aftronomy, had the appellation 
°Shis houje. When the moon apparently occupied the fame place in the heavens, formed 
an eclipfe, or, moving from it, renewed her crefcent — this was the firft great index for 
Pertaining time ; the epoch by which religious folemnities, and aflemblies for the 
celebration of all divine inftrudtive rites, were regulated: it was the beginning of 
Months !. 


It is doubly exprefied, by the fymbols of the fun and moon in one houfe, and the 
Ueroglyphic of an eclipfe at the gate. 


When there was yet no alphabet or written record, we cannot conceive a more fuita- 
concatenation of citcumftances, to conftitute characters of the Beginning of 
Wtfdo m , and of the Source of Knowledge. But at this late period how fhall we enter 
Ir tt° the depth of contemplation that fwayed the memorials of primaeval piety, in ap- 
l%ing the fymbols of fcience to a more hallowed communication ? for thefe figures, 
c hofen to fignify the moft refpkndent objedts of creation, and the line wherewith they 
^’ ere bounded, were appropriated to infpire refiedtion on the Origin of all things, and 
be came the FIRST LETTERS by which a for the DEITY was exprefled J. 


The original Coptic hierogram nOC, is therefore added over the figure F, to 
' lu ftrate this myfterious doctrine. And the refpedtable authority,, already quoted, 
be here again more efpecially adduced, to authenticate that the above approach 
0 Primeval Light is no fancied vifion 1|,. 

A moft 

Eusebius. Pluto vero Sol eft, Terram fubiens, atque occultum percurrens Oibem. 

' C^belir. Pamphil. 4.93, lib. v. 

^ This wonderful epoch is perhaps alluded to Gen. iv. 26. ult. mn 1 diva I'rnniN. To the 

re°T PUrpafe the common tranftation is fufficiently explicit; but the text may with equal juftice be 
II " Then began men to call the Lord by a holy name.” 

1 D ei nomen Hoc dicebatur, quod in Lingua ^Egypt-iaca idem fignificat quod Dominus : 

T primam 


A moll lingular attention of this deduction, is alfo derived from one of the mo 
momentous monuments of antiquity that ever was difcovered ; the Marble fculp- 
tured over with facerdotal characters, dug up near to the city of Siganfu m Chin-^ 
which has given to the world fo much knowledge of the writings of that celebrate 
country f- On this the charatter, reprefented near the labyrinth, over E, is repe ' 
edly inferred, and feems but an abridgment of the Coptic IIOC : but what jen e 
it the more remarkable is, that it uniformly Hands for “ In the beginning $, or 
words that exprefs a correfpondirtg idea ■, and indicates a furprizing coincidence 
the ftrufture of the Signs, by which the fages of the Eaftern nations of the wo. 
conveyed their divine Lnftruttions. 

The three connected circles, already illuftrated in N° 14, here again confpicuoufl/ 
occur to view; carved parallel to thefe great characters of the univerfe now expire , 
and give additional emphafis to their fymbolical allufion ; for this figure was the me 
morial of the golden chain, or neccflary dependence, which philofophical difcernme 

faw in the creation. 

<« Thefe Sacred Rings,” fays Hermes, " O Afclepius f are the Original ° r £ e ^' 
« th e hieroglyphic infolding this oracle. On the Eternal Mind depends the 
« vidential Sway, by which the endlefs circle and Order of Nature is 
,c ported.” 

Thefe are the firft principles of that wonderful Chain, which Pythagoras * 
Plato celebrated, as containing the higheft myfteries revealed' to them by the P 
tiffs of JEgypt || . 

. qC/ 

primam literam referebant per n, quam portam appellabant Mundanx Domus ; reliquis duabus liten' 
Solcm & Lunam, xvpo*oyai 2 <, tefte Clemekte, indicantibus. Obelif. Pamphil. 492, 493. 

f See the Plate in Ker. China Illustrata. 

J With fome little variation : “ From the beginning ; Originally ; Firft of all. 

II Obelif. Pamphil. lib. v. 396. 















pluscardine abbey. 


it, and the ample endowments 
• priory, and the prior a lord of' 
of Scotland, and long flour dried 


1) a ^ celebrated abbey, the lands devoted to 
^Ralir w . re with it was inverted, were conftituted ; 

file feat of i hm hlS d T e i' 1 ? ej r^ Y Alexander II. king or Scotland, and long flouri fried 
Cou ra ".j 1 Jc i arn ' n S and of hofpitahty ; where fciences and arts were cultivated and en- 
tlley^ . t,ie ^chided fane where the facred oracles were kept, and from whence 
its hiftn- aW U , riCes commun icated — Its geperal conflitution, and fome traits of. 
t° ac ‘ }) - iave ah-eady come under our notice * ; the additional particulars, felected 
iiaritjpo tie . ! lcw , , of . lt:s ruins now prefented, are chiefly taken from the pecu- 

Mlifrim ,. n^crvablein the remains of frefco paintings, once the venerable em- 
it i s enL of tiat ^ 3Cr ed pile, now fait mouldering away into irrecoverable oblivion. 
^ablifrinT U P wa , r - , two hundred years fin ce this abbey, along with many fimilar 
c °^Dell ,a entS Y hlCl ' adorned che country, went to ruin. Soon as the clergy were 
f o ; r 1 ° r ? mc j ui . (dl t!ie emoluments which fupported their Hate, thefe facred edi- 
C * e Hrium a fu - t ieir P rotcdtorS) were rifled by the populace; who, in the prevailing 
°f all H_Y- e r ime A WCre t:lu ^ u diat 11 was 3 pious labour to haften the deftructioa 
^hiclj -h" . lcir forefathers held mold venerable and divine. Confidering the devaftation 
rither 1 Wc!e r , US / atec t0 undergo, and fo long a period of time fince elapfed, it is 

.. P In ^ C . i 

the 


er n A 1 . 1 , • ; aLl - L * pcuuuui ume unce etapiea, it ts 

«k'ch 0 r ‘^rpable circumftance that, on the roofs and walls of titefe buildings, fo 
oi tne frefco paintings fhould remain undefaced, as to preferv 


«.■ , r 1U1WU ' uiiuciaccu, as to preierve memorials of 

t, 3 n d complicated defigns which had been fo elaborately executed on 
■*- nc molt Plain anr! nlwmnc nf to r\n — . l „r.t i 


r -mi. ttl- n. i • T ; ; IVU & UJ iiciu ului ciaouraceiy exccutea on 

i P , and obvious of *efc is on the lofty arch of the entrance to the 
fatten dle ,S re f. aba r : Thefte St.John, about to write, in an attitude expreffive 
his Well ? the f >je ,^ S bcfore h,m > is foated under a canopy, and accompanied by 
iri § colo„"?°Tcc Cr ! g e V^ Irits his eyes to the concave of the arch above, where the glow- 
tr act s °‘ . that Splendid bow, which is feen in the cloud in the day of rain f,” at- 
v enerah'n r n ° tlCe ' Itwas a primeval fign, a fymbol of the fanduary held in higheft 
l^ rtnv :V- aS , a ™ emonal of the fidelity and gracious care of Providence, it was 
Pa(r ed • c ln r “ e Oracle; it was that Heavenly Arch which none but the Chosen 
an ntni ri’ - when admitc . ed . to the Holy Vision. Therefore, when deferring 

ioJe:v» n ^^ -T ■ f m * i • i » tD 


r f v «alih 0 .'“V l/ n 1 UJUUJ T'T me great icene witmn me. vail, the Evangelical 

the v .& Cne otyftenes, fays, “ 1 law a rainbow round about the throne t.” It is 
lfl g; J'j us telations that fitch imagery bears to ancient truth, that renders it intereft- 

renrpf m tht e ! ? ht ' s whcn we tlace them ll P t0 their origin, the commonnefs of 
r loftv Cntatl0I f 1 s r no reafon for their being overlooked or undervalued. Within 
Ple ndid rI arC ‘\ t ie lun . and moon ’ an arrangement of conflellations, and fome other 
r%r e ihkr ai ri rS are P? inCed - , In a11 3 S CS the heavens have been confidered as the 
l rihoi.,pj ri! ! ^ e thr0ne 0I< th e Deity. The above were ever held the fymbols of His 
£?yin& V , yooumon and timverfal fway. Thofe mighty worlds that firine with unde- 
revolvjfi g in the firmament, are indeed the gems of a magnificent 
ri'ght a ’i J J tha p r as, who with fuch amazing perfeverance and enlightened zeal 
o gamed accefs to all the oracles of early wifdorri, gloried 

had 


die 


- l'-it uLiuiuniy UlC 

mmty of unfolding the great feene within the vail, the Evangelical Divine, 

lie mnfiTpi-ijtkc -foxT-o <c T i i i . ° . .. _ . 


k accels t0 a! | the oracles of early wifdom, gloried in having feen the 

'/Ti Co f r the p. EIT Vj raifed in the hallowed cave, which, from time immemorial, ... 
rify e a y.p Crated in the grove of Molint Ida. By the fatal iyftem that then prevailed, 
9 hire of hr ed > , b 7 folemn vows of fecrecy, every declaration concerning the 

^ieh f 'hole m am f ejiati ons of divine truths ; yet it is evident, from the lofty terms in 

_ r 

Hole , drawn t,ie dominion of One Sovereign Ruler and Guardian of the’ 

> anri «-k,« - i i* i , , , _ . 

115 °bta 
* No 

.>• t Z&ekiel, 1.2 8. I Revelation, iv. 3. § Behold the Sun ! 

On 


fed of ’ U£tvc convey cu ujcji aumiration or tnat a krone, mat it 

ri^iorw ^ t le f?' eat: rudiments of a primaeval Orrery, from which infallible demon- 
- 151 were drawn of the V ’ ‘ " • - ■ ■ - - 

nd f-riis gave real dignity to the fo celebrated oracles and facred communica- 
• aif ied in ' 1 v '’ " - 


the Mahon \ groves 

f Ezekiel, i. 


S>‘ 

28. 




J Revelation, iv. 3. 

u 


On account of the deep veneration wherewith thefe fymbols were regarded, it v r 0 " 1 ,' 
appear from JoJephus, that they were wove in fplendid characters on the vai 0 
Temple of JeruJalem. In very early ages of Chriftianity they were appropriated 
embellifhments of evangelical fhrines, and handed down as requisite to adorn the ve ^ 
bale to the high offices of devotion. In aliufion to this, St. Cyril quotes it as jangu^S 
adapted to the Hymn of die Euchariftical facrifice — “ The fun and moon, and the w i 

** choir of ftars praife Thee* !” t j lC 

Thus far has reflexion been led by the paintings on the entrance to 
great altar. In the facrifty, mot; complicated defigns, and more woncte* , 
fchemes of theology, feem to have been purfued. In Catholic churches, 
facrifty is generally underftood as the apartment where the moveable ornaments a 
u ten fils of the altar, the facred veftments, and other appendages of religious nte» 
kept. In the myftic fane of Eleusis, and temples of the Eafl, built after * 
models, the Jacrijlies were chambers where the chief apparatus of fymbols and hierog y _ 
phics were arranged, which had reference to the rites of initiation ; and the vai 
fteps, by which drey advanced to the fecret communications of tne fanCluaiy, v> 

there narrated to them. . , . . has 

In Plujcar dins Abbey it is a long vaulted gallery, the roof and walls of whicn 
been wholly covered with emblematical paintings : Confiderable traces of thefe rern 
exhibiting evangelifts and apoftles nearly as large as life, accompanied with their lev ^ 
charaCteriftic attributes, and many allegorical reprefentations thronged around, in r 
midft of them, the auguft fyrnbol of the Church, “ A woman cloathed with the fan, 

« the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve ftars t,” attrafls c 

attention. But there is a yet more ftriking and awful figure above, replete with n 
daring allufions, which one could have fcarce ventured to deferibe, were it not to* ^ 
correfpondency of defign obfervable in it to fome of thofe incomprehenfible P ie j: e <J. 

fculpture executed in the early, though darker periods of Chriftianity, that are P re ? e J 
with fuch care in mufeums on the continent. One of thefe may be feen repic e 
by a plate in Kercher's Theatrum Hieroglyphicum J. . 

The Messiah feated on a throne, in the attitude of benediction, is myfteii ^ 
vailed ; his head encircled with folar rays, in reference to the declaration, “ I f 1 0 f 
* light of the world ;” but the aliufion is carried on by characters or defignation ^ 
the planets being placed around the Throne of Light. On the four angles ° 
fquare which contains the figure, there are fymbols of the elements; a c j: e C p re- 
placed before the throne, and an expreffive Alpha and Omega indicate the acr 
ference of the whole; while St. John and the Holy Virgin are bending with vejiei 

towards thefe facred infignia ! ... -r \ th e ‘ r 

The Arrange afiociation of ideas that induced Chriftian artifts, who exerci c , 
genius under the immediate tuition of the Catholic fathers, to employ primseva ^ e fe 
bols as offering illuftrations of the evangelical truths, prefents us with one ° g olJ1 e 
fubjefts of fpecuiation which human ingenuity perhaps will never fully unrave . 
confiderations, that fwayed with the fiift pallors to find devotion in appropt^ 11 ^- 
tenets of the hieroglyphical communications to elucidate the divine inftruCtions 
Gofpel of Jesus, have already been touched on in preceding numbers ; other re ^ 3 li 
on this, one of the moft interefting and curious, if not the moft momentous 


tlfo 


the fubjeCls on which modern erudition has been employed, are offered on 
lowing pages, along with the plate of l'ome pieces of fculpture that are yet fZaiW 
in Plujcardtne Abbey ; in unfolding the high import of which, it is prefurnet 4^j jS 
to advance fome fteps into an unexplored region ; and in doing fo the lauda 
unavoidable, of following a great example, “ To utter things whereof 
“ QIJITV HATH BEEN SILENT II.” r 

„ i //>« Tr an * 

* Catech. My ft* f Rev. xii. I. t Vol. iii.p. 36. S Makth - xiii - *5- Ca A kel1 
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COAST OF MORAY. 

\ 

I ''H I S fertile province is in general a champaign country, of a foil naturally 
rich and luxuriant, but fandy towards the coaft ; and, in the environs of 
thofe rocks reprefented in the plate, to a diftance of feveral miles, is very flat, and. 
near] y on a level with the fea. 

1 hefe are the plains celebrated in early ftory, as a thoufand years ago the feat of 
plenty, opulence, and eafe, of which the princes of Norway , by many an arduous en- 
ter prize and powerful armament, ftrove to maintain pofleffion, or render tributary 
*'° ^eir date ; but of whofe final diflodgement from their fortrefles, and relinquifh- 
inent of the country, the fuperb Obclilk at Forres* was fet'up as a memorial. 

The levelnefs and lightnefs of many parts of that fandy foil has expofed it, at 
t;naes i to alarming fluctuations. In feafons peculiarly warm and dry, when violent 
tn ds have occurred, they have, by wafting the loofe fands along, accomplifhed tire 
pm of many a field ; yet fortunately thefe, after lying ufelefs for years, accumulating 
mme and mud, along with the ftreams in rain, which fpread a quick vegetation, 
ave renewed the foil, and been reflored to arable lands, and contributed again to the 
ttchnefs of the plain. 


A vaft traft of this diftritt, lying between the town of Elgin and the coaft, 
te ms to have been, at no very remote period, an arm of the firth, which had infu- 
ate d the rifing grounds that terminate in the freeftone quarries and picturefque 
r °cks of CauJJie. Both written and traditionary annals concur with the appearance 
the country in evidence of this ^ and many fine eftates have been gained from 
*«e fea. 

^ Rose Island, which is ftill the name of the banks of a pleafant hill which lies 
ptween the loch of Splney and the ftiore, fpeaks its former fituation. Near to the 
u tfields of Rose Isle there was a free and independent college of the Recluse, 
ptl their chapel, for a double reafon, was called the Chapel of Unlachu , i. e. of the 
p’itaries ; both on account of die manner of life ol the religious order there, and 
ae detached fituation of their lands as an ifland. Thefe fields rife into hilly grounds 
V/ar ds the coaft, and there terminate in thofe bold freeftone cliffs, which fupply very 
p c dlent and durable materials for building; the more valuable, as they carve 
pm eafe, and are not eafily injured after by the weather. The malfes of rock are, 
°Wever, various hardnefs;* and the reiterated play of the ocean, efpecially the 
tlet rating power of the furge in winter ftorms, has excavated thefe romantic 
pperns, and formed the infulated rocks at CauJJie, of which a fpecimen is given in 
^‘ e plate ; while the various whirl of the rebounding torrents have fcooped out fuch 
Ce P cavities in the projecting cliffs, as in many places have perforated through; fo 




* See N° iz . 
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that 


that to one within the cavern they feem the remains of broken fhapelefs windows 
in a Gothic ruin, fhedding a dreary light into the receffes of the vaults that yavvi* 
beyond. 


The hills and riling grounds above Ipecified, are at one end terminated by 
Burgh Head, where the famous fortrefs of E'ccialsbacca * ftood, the chief je 
fidence of various bands of Scandinavian adventurers, who, in the tenth and ele 
venth centuries, came over with a view to make fettlements in this province. r ~ 
the other end thefe Hope gradually down to a very level fandy beach, mixed wit 
pebbles that are eafily rolled along by the waves. Here, more elpecially opp°^ lte 
to Innes House, the vefiiges of the gradual retreat of the fea are perceptible 111 
the feveral banks of flones and gravel that have at certain intervals been thi'° v/ f 
up by the northerly Horens. Thefe form extenfive lines along the coaft; and, ea 
having acted in its turn as a rampart or bulwark, like thofe of Holland defends 
the lower grounds from inundation. Hill exhibit to view the natural meafures b> 
which the firth has been cut off from the poffeflion of the adjacent plains. 


The Loch of Spinie frill occupies a large fpace of this tradt of land, and 
been but the deepeft part of the mentioned arm of the firth. On its banks 
ruins of the Bifhop of Moray’s Palace are a venerable memorial of the early vah ,? 
and high eftimation in which the furrounding territories were held. The ialm° n 
fifheries of the loch are mentioned in the more ancient charters, as part of the val ua 
jtion of the adjacent lands ; which is another evidence that in remote periods it 
a free communication with the fea. 


The fchemes of art and enterprize, taking advantage of thefe favourable circt>m 
fiances in the courfe of nature, are now yearly adding to the arable lands, ' 
draining of the loch, and conveying its waters by canals to the flrore. The abi ,n ^ 
dance of mouldered fliells and exuviae of fhell-fifh, which has for ages been aC< ^ 
mulating in the bottom, mingling with the various herbage which fhoots up !n ^ 
fhallows, conftitutes fo rich a marly foil, that the fields gained around are 1110 
luxuriant and fertile, and important additions to the adjacent eftates. 


Such circumftances of reflexion may amufe the way, to thofe who go down 
Elgin, by the Ruins of Spinie, by Castle Duffus, or by Innes House, to 
at the Freeftone Quarries, and the Rocks of Caussie. 


from' 

look 


* See Ant'umiths and Scenery of Scotland, plate x. p. 5,8.. 
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ACTINEA, ANIMAL FLOWER. 


I 


N “ The Natural History of many curious and uncommon Zoophytes,” 
collected by the late celebrated Mr. Ellis, and arranged by Dr. Solander, 
^ le characters cf this fpecies are given as follows : 
cr AnFmal Flower. This animal fixes itfelfby its bafe: is of a flefhy fubftance, 
an d a roundifn oblong form : capable of extending or contracting itfelf. It pro- 
duces its young alive through its mouth. The mouth, which is in the middle of the 
ll Ppor part, is capable of great extenlion, and is furrounded by rows of claws or 
te ntacles : it has no other opening but that.” 

The varieties, however, of which there are engravings in that work, are not nu- 
merous, nor are the fpecific differences fo accurately defined as that their identity, 
without plates, can be eafily afeertained. Several additional characters of indi- 
viduals, given by the above and other eminent naturalifts, would apply to the very 
beautiful Actinea here delineated. “ The feelers are of various colours, as red, 
blue, and white, from eighty to a hundred in number j” the circumference of the 
mouth is ftriated, furrounded with fhort petals like thofe of the Sun Flower , and 
dtofe again with white tentacula barred with brown. When drawn in, it affumes 
die form of a bell. The body of a pale red*. 

Few marine productions can have a greater claim to a faithful reprefentation than 
diis 5 not on any account of their being new and uncommon, for they are in great 
P^nty and variety along all the Briti/h fhores ; but becaufe it is fo extremely difficult 
to preferve them in an expanded ftate when taken from their native rocks. It would 
a Ppear that they never die, but with all their tentacula completely folded in and con- 
Ce aled ; they only fpread in their native element, and cannot or will not unfold their 
ra Ys when dry. The moment that any fpirit touches them, when alive, they con- 
'mCt, retreat, and ffiut up all their feelers ; fo that it is fcarce poffible to preferve 
^ e m, for the cabinets of the curious, but devoid of all their fymmetry and beauty. 

et the rich variety of colours which their rays exhibit — the exaCt and charming 
re gularity vifible in that legion of arms which furrounds the mouth — the delicate 
Sedations wherewith the feveral tints foften away into the clear tranfparency of the 
more extended tentacula — the gentle radiations that fpread from the fmooth central 
1 c — and the orderly ranges in which the feelers are placed — afford a fpecimen of 
e3it taordinary elegance, which is well entitled to our admiration, and fufficient 
^P°l°gy f or rhe delineation here given of an animal, of which myriads embelliffi 
jj e c °aft. But, befides, there are peculiarities in the organization of this animal 
° v '”er, that are not noticed in the above work; where, however, the juft remark oc- 
tc that there are a great variety of fpecies of Actinea not. yet deferibed f .” 

That this animal has no other aperture or opening but the mouth,” is only an, 
a ^ ec Pjate definition in a circumfcribed fenfe ; for every one of the tentacula has.. 

L 0ri hce at the extremity, through which it fucks in the tide, and' by which it catches 
d 0n atoms floating by ; and thefe feelers are endowed with an inftinftive capa- 


Rritijh Zoology, vol, iv. clafs vi. of Worms, 


f Nat, FUJI, of Zoophytes, p. 4. 
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-city, "by winch, with great dexterity, they bring the atoms feized on, if they a!f 
found good for food, to the mouth ; if not, after being retained a little while, they 
are allowed to drop away. Hence it is evident, that the central fenfe extends to 
the extremity of each tentacula, and there judges whether the articles it lays hold 
of be proper for aliment. The action of the extremity of the ray in that fu£tt° n » 
when applied to the finger, feels as if there were a little hook in it, catching d"‘ e 
-hold it takes. The appearance of its mufcular powers in the microfcope, is g lV ' en 
at A. There is alfo an attractive power, or adhefive faculty, in the Tides of the teiv ' 
tacula, as magnified at B ; the means exerted to occafion it, not eafy to be apP lC 
hended. 

Thefe animals are not immoveably fixed to the places of the rocks where they 
take up their abode : they have a locomotive power ; but their procedure along t ' lC 
rock is very flow, and they but feldom are inclined to exert themfelves in d 1 * 5 
way. When they find their fituation peculiarly uncomfortable, they have anoth er 
mode of tranfportation at command, which has not been perhaps fufficiently at j 
tended to, at lead is not mentioned in Dr. Solander’s illuftration of Mr. ElD s - 
plates. They are provided within with an expanfive film, or thin fpreading m exri 
brane, which they can blow up at pleafure to a perfect balloon, large as the v?h° 
animal, as at C ; and by this means being rendered fpecjfically lighter than th c 
water, they float on the furface until inclined to feek for another refidence ; then th e l 
contract and draw in the membrane, and fo diving to the bottom, affix themfelv’ eS 
anew into fuch chinks of the rocks as will yield them bed protection, and whet c 
they may find the freed circulation of the tide. , 

The general appearance of the body of the animal, beginning to open and unf° 
its tentacula, is reprefented at D. By a very gradual procedure it advances h 001 
that date, until the diverging aCtive rays attain their dations in concentric cir c ^ s ' 
and affiime the form of the full-fpread flower, and beautiful arrangement of 1 
figure E. If any little fifh, or Jhell with its animal in it, once falls within 
iphere of thefe rays, it is irretrievably entangled : the moment that one ray 
nounces the approaching acquifltion, die whole lydem direCt their attention to 
prey it is feized on, and enclofed on every fide, folded clofe into the bofoin o 
animal, until the voracious mouth hath fwallowed it up. It gulps down limp ets f 
•buckies, fliell and all, and, after fucking out the fnails, ejeCls die ffiells again. ^ ^ . 
fliell fwallowed is very large, it finds difficulty in getting it back to the m° u ^ 
and in that cafe forces it through its fide, regardlefs of the miifcles, which^j 


tears afunder. 

polypes are delicate 


■The whole body and tentacula of thefe very 
and tender in extreme ; eafily injured by any 


beat ^ 1 


exter 


r 


J *' A * '** ' J 

violence, but have a remarkable power of recovery from the feveied w ° ll ^ er y 
like thofe of Milton’s Angels, by an inherent virtue they immediately, 01 . 

foon, clofe up and heal again. If one is completely divided, or cut afl in e £ 
three or four parts, it does not deflroy its organization with its individuality > 
■each feparate part becomes a diftinCt animal, in a few days form their feveral 
circles of tentacula around a central mouth, and enjoy renewed exiftence. A* 1 
peculiarity is perhaps one of the molt ftriking phaenomena of animal life. 
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SACRIFICE OF THE ELEMENTS. 


| EAR the altar end of Pluscardine Abbey, the bas-relief, reprefented in the 
T upper part of the plate, is carved over the l'acred cell, or rep^fitory of the 
^uchariftic elements. The import and allufion of the figures fculpoired there, 
Carn e under confideration when defcribing a monument of fimilar appropi iation, 
"'hich is carved near the altar place of the chapel which Rands by the ruins of 
tyford Caftle * 

The above bas-relief is only introduced now, on account of the refemblance in many"' 
P ar ticulars to the defign of the one beneath, which is placed in the end of the facrifty, 
' v ^ere it opens to another altar. This refemblance is a powerful inducement to 
Relieve, that they had been carved with fome correspondent allufions. 1 he fimilar 
°® c e of the kneeling cherubs gives facred importance to the figures on the fhield 
V/ hich they fupport. This expreffion of angelic piety, fo grateful, fo folemn, will 
nor admit of touching (lightly on the fymbols which they feemingly prefent in 
l °naage to the fkies. In the four divifions of the fhield made by the crofs, the ele- 
cts are chara&erized. Thefe had been judged to have fome primitive reference to 
folemnities of the altar; and their high import has been often felt. It will be 
f Car ce admitted as an argument of much moment, in this diiquifition, that 
ln l he appropriate language of feveral churches the fymbols of the Eucbariftical 
Orifice are ftill diftinguiihed by the title of the Elements. The fathers borrowed 
^t'ch of the language of the ancient Mysteries, and, appropriating it to the evan- 
gelical inftitutions, mingled much of the fublimefl fpeculations of the ancient philo- 
sophy wit)-, t he tenor of that piety to be indulged in thofe Rites authorized by the 
§°fpel of Jesus ; the grandeur of the deep folemnities which fo long hallowed the 
^ e mpl e of Eleusis, and other Sanctuaries which preferved the oracles of the Egyptian 
^ nes > and fpread a wonderful imprefiion of their high and lafting moment. The 
§ r eat iq eas 0 f t hat infpiration from the Throne of God, which puts the univerfe in 
’T°tio n , and the laws eftablifhed over Nature, as the agents of Infinite WiiHom, led 
l ^ e m, through variety of fteps, to venerate thofe elementary influences that preferve 
[ lle whole; and, by recognizing thefe, gradually to afeend to die fenfe and acknow- 
e ^gment of that Supreme Intelligence which reigns for ever. 

j ^ I he aftonifhing virtues which proceed from the emanations oi the folar fire, long 
c deep imprefiions on the minds of men ! 

The benign influences of the Sun, on which the feafons of die year and flourifhing 
^ ate of all nature feems in fo great a meafure to depend, attracted early veneration : 
t ‘ays are the moil fubtile penetrating fire. Homage, even to a fault, paid to the 
J^cflive fymbols of his power* is attributed to Zoroaster and the Eaitein Magi. 

lle y recognized the other elements ailing in union with the folar influence, as the 
q ^ fprings of vegetation and of life ; fymbols of thefe, therefore, could not fail to 
^ Cu Py a diftinguiflied iphere in the fyftem of hieroglyphical communication. They 
_ ^quent on the facred Obelisks of Egypt, and on the Patriarchal Columns 
lc h were transferred into their temples. 

Ts accurately fculptured on an antique gem in the Gorlean JvTufeurii y they aie ex- 
Pre Ted at the circle marked ERYX, and on the piece of metal intitled ABRAX. 


N° 14, 


Thefe 


Thefe are engraven to explain the faded traces of the fhleld, which the adoring c ' lC 
rubim prefent in homage to the flues *. The elements were leen continually ^ 
gaged in fu draining the animation and unfolding the beauties of creation, as 
primary principles employed in the preservation of all vifible being ; but their ° r | 
ainal energies becoming efficient, according to the counfels of an infinite undeman 
ing, obvioufiy occurred to the contemplations of early piety ; and faints and ia„ 
anxious to explore and difclofe the fecrets of intelleftual exiftence, inftituted the ^ 
orifice of the Elements, or the placing of their fymbols in folemn rites upon “ 
altar, as the profoundeft acknowledgment of that Ineffable Wisdom which P‘ e 
fided over their adminiftration ; and thus firove to reveal to the devout afph' al!tS ^ 
within the vail of the myfteries of Nature, the dominion of the Intelligent Ruler a * 
Great Infpirer of the Univerfe. j er 

Thefe folemn rites not only manifefted to the initiated, how furely they were u ^ 

the o-overnment of Infinite Wifdom, but impreffed on their hearts thefe confident* 0 

/hich corn- 

1 m en ' 


additionally interefting : 


That the human mind and underftanding, wi 


« prehends the univerfe, more admirable than the rays of light that irradiate irn ^ 
« fity, is an emanation from a more glorious fun ; and that by receiving with 
« devotion, in folemn rites, the figns of the confecrated elements, they entered in 
« a new and immortal alliance with the Great Source of Being f.” f 

Traces of thefe primaeval ideas of the firft fprings of life beam from the recou s ^ 
the firft Evangelist, wherein St. John the Baptift expreffes the divine influent^ ^ 
the Emmanuel and his holy dodtrines in language borrowed from the elements- ^ 
<c indeed fa notify you with Water, but He ffiall fandtify you with the Holy Sr lR , 


« and with Fire This adds no fmall dignity to the perfuafion of their haH° w ^ 
appropriation in the primaeval rites of piety; and, in the ritual of the Temp*-* 
Jerusalem, the elements feverally. Water, Air, and Fire, had each annexe 
it the epithet “ Holy,” on account of the purifying nature attributed to them 
applied in the folemnities of the Mofaic inftitutions. ^ 

Thefe refledtions poured in their animation, while revolving the contents of a 1 
mentous Record extant on a venerable column, reared before the porch of the 
Of the Deity in the City of the Sun. It bore witnefs to the primaeval lig 
Fleaven, which fhone on the minds of men long ere Cadmus diffufed the mi ‘ ^ 
rudiments of Grecim knowledge ; and it ftill preferves, in original purity, the 1 
ample treafures o<" Egyptian Wisdom ! a jp 

But can thefe oracles be now with fidelity and truth difclofed, of which 
admirin" antiquity has fo devoutly kept the wonderful fecret ? — It is prefume 


can. 


Ll. of ^ 

1'he fpecimen here -offered to the public view is but an extradl from a work 0 

finite labour, affording a full illuftration of the extraordinary annals contained ^ 
maze of fymbols wherewith the Pamphilian Obelisk at Rome is covered over • ^ 

as this fragment fo happily relates to die fubjedt fpecified above, no apology 
jrequifite for adding the teftimony which it bears to truths of everlalling moment. 


A cup, a Mr, or waving lines beneath a crefcent, implied the element of Watfr. 


■II 

A qu' 11 - 

T 1« 


feather, was the moll fimple, a caduceus the more complex fymbol of the properties of At « • - j r y 

ed thunder-bolt, a forked flame or dart, was put for the penetrating power of Fire. An 
indicated Ea rt if, or matter feemingly deprived of the adtion of the other elements. 

f Plato/' lainhtithits. | See Campbell’s P'ranf. of the Ewengrlifts, Notes on liA“- 1 




S xtraEi of a Translation from the SYMBOLS of the 
P amph in an Obelisk. 

Infinite Wisdom reigns ! 

And with the Omnipotent., Essential Goodness dwells. 

The SUN, 

enthroned on high, . 

pervading with his glories the pavilion of the Stars, 
and fpreading the everlafting fplendor of his light to diftant woilds, 

4 crowned by the Almighty, as the moft exprefiive image of his fovereign goouneisc 

Blazing from that Source of Light, 
the vital fires diffufe a boundlefs animation round, 
and call forth every form of beauty 
that can enrich and adorn the terrettrial Ball. 

The Elements 

are the Minifters of his Throne, 
which aid in executing his high behefts fent forth 
to inform, to quicken, and unfold the wonderful properties of Natuie. 

The Air, 

that fans the vegetable world, 
gives the fowls to fly in the open firmament, 
and is the firft, laft principle of animal life ; 
proclaims in every movement the varied a&ion of the folar rays. 

The Element of Water, 
actuated by the etherial warmth, 
univerfally diffufes its all-fuftaining virtues^; 
tranfpires with grateful energies through rifing plants and flowers, 
afcending to the fkies ; fpreads abroad upon the wings of the wind, 
and again defending in the dews of heaven, preferves and nounihes all things. 

The Earth, 

-’herfelf endowed with all-prolific energies, 
with virgin attractions conciliates attention from on hig r, 

. and gains the aerial vifitations that quicken her genial virtues. 

*he defcending Heavens yield die propitious influence to animate her unfolding beauties* 
the Sun from his radiant fphere beholds the delightful produce, 
and in this wonderful adminiftration fees his reflected glory. 

The Moon, 

in foftened luftre, retains the fplendors or the abfent Sum 
with cooling light imparts her gentle attractions, 
to ftimulate and foothe repofing Nature. 

Bound in the connubial ties of perpetual harmony, 
fhe with alternate reign maintains his lafting dominion . 

. while walking round the earth _ . 

fhe duly returns to re-kindle her virtues near his ftation in t e ty j 
and, whether fhe follows or precedes his path, 
preferibes the facred feafons, 
fmiles on our feftal days, 

and aids in transfufing the all-animating fpirit of the elements round the 

A 


ICR 


When therefore, veil’d in facred rites, the Mysteries of the Elements are folemnizedi 
and, crowned with holy fymbols, the Pontiff lifts his Rod to Heaven, 
directing your view to that Eternal Order which regulates the whole ; 
Oft you have heard the facred hymns, rel'ponfive to the inltrudive voice of Natui" e » 
foftened in recording the varied influence of the Lunar fphere, 
and the afpiring halleluiah fwell with exalted triumph : 

When, bending towards the Rifing Sun, we celebrate his unrivalled everlafting Wg> n ‘ 

* ********* 

Soon as the foft mufic of the morning hymn is heard within, 
and with the choral fymphony the fanduary rings, 
let the feraphic founds infpire an holy awe, 

The harmony of the elements fwells the facred fong; 
the gates of light are opened; the fountains of living water are difclofed j 
the tetherial fire is kindled ; 

the incenfe of our folemn adorations afcends before the throne; 
and the holy anthem echoes from every trembling fhrine. 
********** 

Hail ! Spring of Light and Day, 

Bright Image of the SUPREME ! 
which quickens every element, 

• and gives them to .fpread the vital animation round. 

Behold ! the Altar railed, 

to announce the diffufive bleffings that beam from yon Solar Sphere, 
receives our afpirations towards an Influence more ineffably Divine j 
and bears its aweful record — 

— O ! INCOMPREHENSIBLE BEING !— to THEE1 
Whofe Power hath hung that lplendid Orb on high, 

Whole Wisdom hath ordained its various virtues, 

Whofe Goodness gave reviving Nature to triumph in his rays, 
********** 

While all the elements acknowledge the Sun 
to be their Guardian, their Infpirer, and their Lord, 
we accord in the univerfal harmony, and proclaim 
the fovereign energies of that vital Fire ! 

Prime Agent of Heaven ! the glory of creation ! 
by which its whole perfedion and beauty is unfolded to our view. 

But, O ! how high- 

how infinitely exalted o’er all created excellence, 
how tranfcendently divine ! 

The Invisible Attributes of Deity. 

' The Sun’s brighteft blaze of power, wherein molt of goodnefs and of wifdom Ihifl^ 

is but a feeble beam, 

inadequate to exprefs the incommunicable Glories of the MOST HIGH : 

— They only can in filence be adored. — 

That Divine Agency, which no eye can lee, 
no thought can comprehend, 

-it is our fublime aim, in the folemnities of the temple, to celebrate and expl° re ’ 
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BEAULIEU ABBET. 


T HIS abbey feems to have derived its name from the beauty of the fituation ; 

and that name being of French extraction, yields a high probability that the ec- 
c hfiaftics who firft fettled here were from that nation : for any annals that remain of 
the firfl; eftablilhments of Chriftianity in thefe parts are far from fatisfaCtory or diftinCt. 

fmall river of the fame name winds down through the level traCt of country which 
c °nftituted the abbey lands ; which ftill exhibit confiderable luxuriance of foil, and ate 
preferved in a well-advanced ftate of cultivation. 

The river Beaulieu falls into an ample bay formed by the firth of Moray, about half 
w ay between Inverness and Dingwall, the capital ot Ross-shire. I he profpeCt 
°f the environs is equally magnificent and beautiful. The hills flope gradually down 
t0 the firth, and are finely cultivated to the water’s edge. On the fmall promontories 
peninfulated rocks, the old caftles, the deferted ftrong-holds of the chieftains of 
ear )y times, give a wild romantic air to the intervening improvements, decked with 
Modern feats ; while the fmooth expanfe of the firth, enlivened with the final! vefiels 
fading up and down, forms a noble contrail to the profpect of wild, majeftic, rugged 
fountains, of ftupendous height, which tower beyond and croud into the weftern Iky. 

The Leornamonach, or Church Lands, lying along the banks of the Beaulieu river, 
form an extenfive territory, devoted at different periods to fupport the inftitutions of 
die Abbey, which flourifhed and were held in high veneration through great part of 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 

The annals of this part of North Britain fcarce can be faid to reach in any thing, 
^ e yond the tera of the evangelical eftablilhments: and the written memorials of 
diefe ages were only to be found among the records preferved in the monafteries and 
at >bies. The fcanty materials to be gleaned from the remaining parchments are for 
die m 0 ft part 0 f too ]i tt i e importance to reward the toil of the refearchj they yield 
j'ttle more aid to hiftorical remark than the half-obliterated infcriptions of the remain- 
ln g tombs; which, though once intended to perpetuate the memory of the pious 
an d virtuous deceafed, who flourifhed there, yet now , . in broken fentences, leave un- 
didinguilhcd the characters which they were defigned to celebrate. On the diffolu- 
d°n of the Catholic inftitutions their records were fcattered, loft, or deftroyed ; and, 
fr °m a correfponding want of protection, the monumental memorials of their patrons 
ari d founders are fallen into irretrievable decay. They only ftrve to fhew, that the 
aj inals of the tomb are equally perilhable and tranfient as the life of man. 

This oblivion, into which at length the great and good muft fall, ftrongly impreffts 
011 the mind the vanity of all terreftrial honours, and the fleeting nature of every mor- 

concern. - •- • 


T 


The 


The human mind accords with momentous truths, though they are fad, and feeffi 5 
to rife indignity, as folemn reflection detaches it from the world. This fate oft ,ie 
human kind, which we deplore, leaves not the mind in irremediable deje£tion.-"^ n 
thefe mournful fhades, where the alhes of the pious fathers are repofed, the mouldering 
lines ftill. impart how far they had their confolation in retirement and in piety ; ar * 
tell, that “ Thefe are the only permanent fprings of joy, as the fafhion of this wot 
“ pafleth away. 

“ Decaying monuments of faints and heroes are the clouds of other times ; 

£c give a tranfient folemnity to the resolledtion of paft ages. The thought oi taC 


courts having often echoed with the glad Te Deums of thoufands, who, along 


with 


— o* v r 

“ their temple, are now mouldering into duft, deepens the veneration which- tn 
<c hallowed walls infpire 

The whole floor of the Abbey is crouded with tomb -{tones of various a 3 e 'j. 
many of them, in all probability, nearly coeval with itfelf. The molt ancient 
thefe, from feveral particulars of their form and conftruction, appear to have been 
lids of ftone coffins; on each is a large crofs, ornamented with various flowering 
and fymbols, fwords, animals, and other emblems, of which the import is not etdw 
defined. As there is not along with thefe any veltiges of letters, it is a tacit ackno' v 
ledgment, that writing was little pradtifed at the time when thefe monuments werS 
carved ; for, as many of them mull have been cut under the eye, and by the dir eC ^ 
tion of the clergy, and the Monasteries being in this country the firft fe ats ^ 
learning, they certainly would have ordered .fome written infcription along with r 
fymbols, had alphabetical writing been at that time generally underftood. 

The earlieft infcriptions are in Saxon charadlers, dated in the end of the fourteen ^ 
and beginning of the fifteenth centuries : and are round the margin, commonly ff ^ 
figure in bas-relief, fuppofed to refemble die deceafed. Thefe are alfo lids of 0 . 
coffins, taken up from the vaults of the Abbey, and are both defigned and fculp tur ^ _ 
in a ftyle which fhews that they were no mean artifts who had been employed on £ h e 
but thole more ancient ones on which the Cross is fo varioufiy figured, as the p rin ^ 
pal among many fymbols, become a very interefting and curious fubjedt of refle^ 1 - 1 ^ 
Before alphabetical writing was pradtifed, we muft fuppofe every fculptured fy iT1 
have had important allufions ; and they were generally of very {acred origin, as the ^ 
venerated memorials of thofe intellectual truths, which have ever been, at death; 
moft interefting concern of human life. 

Some fpecimens of thefe, with an attempt to difeover the channels by which 
original defign may be decyphered, their import recognized, and their derivation ^ 
primaeval archetypes traced — offering fome lources of contemplation not unavaifft; 
the pleafures of reflection, while ftriving to penetrate the myfteries of remote an tiff 11 ^ 
are annexed in the Effay accompanying the Plate of Ancient Monuments 
Number. 


* Antiquities and Scenery. Let. XI. to Mr. Pennant . 




\ 


.e 


/ 


\ 






\ 




i 


K 



BOTNE C J STL E. 


T HIS ancient refidence of the family of Findlater is beautifully fituated on the 
margin of a rocky mount, proje&ing into a deep glen, protected on the north- 
^eft by a lofty well wooded hill ; the glen winds down for about a mile to the firth, 
^here it opens among the cliffs to the fea; and there are found the ruins of ftill more 
aR cient towers, which had been occupied in former ages by the .poifelfors of this de- 
l 'nefne. The rivulet which runs through, and* by its torrents luts worn the glen, nearly 
e ncircles the mount on which the Caftle is placed 5 a ditch and ramparts, as ufual in 
foefe fortreffes, defended the accdfible fide ; where a bridge leading from the gateway 
is the h.f'ow, and only pafs, but eafily protected path of communication with the rifing 
grounds, which fpread into the rich and fertile country that conftituted the ancient 
for eft of Boyne. 

Such infulated fituations, wherever found amid luxuriant lands, where by the occa- 
rional arrangement of rocks and rivulets a natural fortrefs was in a manner formed, 
became the neceffary choice of the nobles, in thofe early ages of civilization, when the 
turbulent condition of fociety, and frequent dilfenfions of the ftate, made it often re- 
S u ifite to the peace of individual families, to defend the caufe of right by force of arms, 
dhey who maintained the chief authority in the adminillration of this kind of military 
fow, found it of the firft importance to fecure their parental refidences, which were the 
c °Urts of juftice, from affault ; fo that every feat of the nobility in thofe ages, accord- 
In g to the extent of their fway, became a fortified palace, or cafcellated houfe. 


The large eftates, the rank, and power which this family fo early held, gave them 
foriety of choice of thofe ftrong fituations wherein their numerous fortreffes and towers 
a ' e re built ; Findlater and Dejkford Cafiles , Cullen Houfe , and this of the Boyne, in Banff- 
^ ' lr e ; Auchindown, Caftle Pettre in Invernefsjhire, and Delvine Caftle in Perthjhire, all 
k ? ar their leveral teftimonies to that extent of territory, over which their anceftors bore 
fw ay. Cullen Houfe is now the only one of thofe remaining habitable, and is indeed be- 
c °rne the luxurious feat of modern fplendour, though the earl is at prefent engaged in 
Wanning out a ftill more fuperb and elegant refidence. 


The foreft of Boyne had been inclofed by a wall, part of which remains, that ftpa- 
Ta -ted the thanedom from the other eftates. This, in the end of the fourteenth century, 
," ras configned to Sir Walter Ogilvie, a fecond fon of the Findlater family, and continued 
111 foe poffeffion of his defeendants until the beginning of this century, when it was again 
fo R exed to the Earl’s eftate. 

. fo Sir Walter ' s time a quarry of marble was opened among the adjacent rocks ; it 
ra foer dark and hard, but receives a bright pclilh, and is ftill wrought with fome fuc- 
Ce ^ • it was however in high eftimation in the age of Lewis XIV. for that celebrated 

Y 2 monarch 


monarch had large quantities of it fent over to him, which was cut into various evnbe 
lifhments for the palace at Verjailles , and that of ‘ Trianon (particularly the fine rows 
columns at ’Trianon, and the architraves, chimney-pieces, &c. of the king’s apartments & 
Verjailles are finifhed with it). Near to Portfoy there are fome very beautiful veins o 1 ’ 
extremely rich in colour — a pure white fpread with variety of the brighteft tints, wit 
fiich infinite diverfity of configuration, refembling plants and molTes, and fuch mi nU 
elegance, as to become fiibjefls of microfcopic entertainment. 


Near the Caflle a vein of copper ore was followed and wrought with fome fuccefs^ 
but, either through want of (kill in the undertaker, or deficiency in the ore, the & 
pence exceeding the returns, the work has ceafed to be carried on, until moie intc 
gent or more fortunate adventurers fhall engage in it. 


The orchards on either hand, that ftill abound with various fruit, and rows of ag e 
trees, which fhade the avenues leading to the Caftle, and in decaying grandeur op* 
the profped of the falling towers, imprefs one with a fenfe of the early tafte and <>P 
lence engaged in adorning the environs of thefe deferted walls. Within they exh' ^ 
the mouldering memorials of many hiftorical paintings. In the largeft tower, wn ^ 
the apartments leem to have been affigned to devotion and philofophy, the painty 
have been preferved by a peculiar fortune. It appears from fome dates that about *> 
hundred years ago a new coat of plaifter had been laid over the whole, probably Wie- 
the zeal of reformation led them to obliterate every relic of the Catholic inftitution^ 
but now that coat of plaifter is dropping off, and difclofes faints and prelates p° ^ 
trayed on the walls, and in departments between them many parts of the HiftOp^ 
the New Teftament defigned. Figures alfo in devotional attitudes, with en ]P iia 
fcrolls, in Saxon characters, " furfum corda, fic itur ad aftra,” &c. But what is P ^ 
haps ftill more remarkable, the adjoining apartment is no lefs full of encomiums 
divine philofophy than that is of expreflions of evangelic piety. 


One female figure, in particular, appears intent on the coeleftial fphere, in deep n ^ op> 
tation; while an Apollo, pointing to the heavens, feems to teach its a PP llC * 
The one of thefe apartments had doubtlefs been the chapel of the Caftle, or 
tional retirement, the other perhaps the fchool of erudition, where the yout 
tutored in the paths of philofophy and knowledge. 

Behind the ruins, a grove of well-grown timber waves over the cliffs, and d e P 0 
the fhades which fall from the precipices of the glen, the windings of which 
many a fweet retirement. The variety of flowering flirubs and plants that 8 r ° W ^ jts 
along the banks of the rivulet, amid the piclurefque and rugged rocks that b°u ^ 
eourfe, add to the fflent amufements of the folitary hour, which occafional vi it° r ^ e , 
there enjoy, if pofieffed of tafte enough to take pleafure in admiring the cafual 
ments of uncultivated nature, which conftitute fo large a lhare of the inexp 
charm, which captivates the heart amid romantic fcenery. 






Of the CROSS infcrihed. on Ancient Mon UMENTS. 

vEVERAL of the Caledonian Obelisks, with the Cross richly carved, and orna- 
^ mented with various flowerings and mathematical figures, have, on former occa- 
sions, been engraved in thefe Plates. The prefent aflemblage of them is made with a 
v *e\v to exhibit the various forms, which in different provinces they affume, and to fug- 
the probability of the archetypes from whence they have been derived. 

The very peculiar ftyle of the embellifliments on fome, and ornaments fo foreign to the 
S- r ofs of Jerusalem on others, fuggefts the idea of fome fources of imitation not yet 
tr aced ; and that fancy alone had not preferibed the lines apparently fo fantaftic by which 
are diftinguilhed. 

Twere eafy at once to fay, the Crofs, as on thefe Monuments, fb unfuitably.diverfified 
ai) d adorned, mull; have been the vifionary work of a rude illiterate age, without meaning 
an d without importance, and may therefore be left to unnoticed decay : but in the very 
daborate execution of thefe, although peihaps by ill-informed artifts, there are fome fuch. 

ri king peculiarities of defign, as it would not be becoming of a zealous antiquarian to 
Ptfs over, without fome comparifon with fimilar works of other countries. 


T The correfpondence of defign in the difpofition of the circles on the Crofs of the ered 
°t>elifk A, and the one adjacent marked ILLYRICA, are very remarkable, if a matter 
chance ; but admit of an eafy Ibiution, if fpecimens of the latter, on parchment, found 
way with the firfb Chriftian pallors to Iona, and to North Britain. Artifts in Nor h 
r *tain, not underftanding the nature of the myfiic characters inlcribed in the circles, readily 
^‘hftituted mathematical ones in their room. The inftance of the original kinds, here pro- 
ceed, is one of thofe which fuperftition found, in the early ages of Chriftianity, on the bor- 
Qers of the Roman Empire ; and contains in the circles connected arrangements of the 
Ahabetical characters ufed in that territory, which was the ancient Illyricum*; and, 
t ‘ 0r n the bell tranflation that can be had of them, they celebrated the faiutary influences of 
le Cross, in terms that are equally confiftent with the then prevailing fpirit of Chriftian 
Motion, as with fome peculiar tenets of the ancient religion of Egypt. 

Eut the parchments thus inferibed, at the dawn of the revival of literature, were held in 
S r eat veneration, as including the rudiments of evangelical do&rine ; and paved the way, 
^ e refore, for fuch embellifliments of the Crofs as we find engraven on the Caledonian . 

°Hiks. 

- Some of the Caledonian Crofles are fo involved in circles, as to put on a very dif- 
e ‘ e nt character, and retain not dubious veftiges of thefe marks and lines, which were, as 
t >ri fome of the ancient Abraxas, the firft rude memorials of the difpofition of the plane- 
U: y fyftem. That marked B, which lies near the Abbey of Beaulieu, in RoJ'sJhire, 

* Oedipus. JEgypt. tom. III. p. 39. 
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more efpecially correfponds in defign with the fculptures on the huge ftone mentioned 
by Boetius, which Brands by the way fide at Aeerlemni, in Angus, and is repre!cnt £ 
in the XVIIth Plate of the Second Part of Mr. Pennant’s Tour in Scotland. 

In a conjectural invefirigation it may be lei's exceptionable to refer to N” I. of f iat 
Plate, than to the delineation at B of the prefent one ; becaufe there will be no fufpi c ’ 011 
that the artift employed by Mr. Pennant made his drawing to ferve any hypothec 
but merely to expreis, as far as pofiible, the carvings which he law on the ftone. 

Such caution is rendered requifite, in this age of infidelity, when some of the more t 0 ' 
fpedtable characters of the Royal Society have been kind enough to mention, “ That th v 
“ fymbolical figures on fome of thefe Plates were curious enough, but they could n0t 
<c believe there were any fuch fculptures on the monuments of North Britain as the re 
“ defcribed.” 

In the figure of the ftone at Aberlemni *, it is obfervable that the Sun is reprefented lfl 
the center ; and final! circles, which may have referred to the Moon in her feveral phaf eS ’ 
though not accurately marked, occupy the next iphere ; and the outer circle is divided h lC0 
twelve places, which retain fome diftant veftiges of the early and rude manner of fpec»/ 
ing the divifions of the Zodiac. However remote and ambiguous fome of thefe alhfti ° n5 
may feem to be, they correfpond with the general tenor of the rudiments of early P* et ^ 
and knowledge, as exprefled on the moft ancient monuments, of the dawning philofopW 
of feveral European nations. 

The druidical fyftern of divinity included much regard to the planetary moveme n£S ' 
the feafons depending on the apparent revolutions of the fun, and the days of feftal 
votion being regulated by the feveral phafes of the moon, made marks and figns of c ‘‘ e 
periodical return of firft confequence in their ritual ; which were not wholly done a^ ^ 
for fome time after the inftitutions of Chriftianity began to take place ; we therefore neC 
not be furprized to find veftiges of thefe blended on the Caledonian Obelifks with 1110 
evangelical fymbols ; for thefe carved ftones are not more numerous than are the D lU 
idical circle?, called their temples, near to which they are frequently found. 


III. There is another fource of archetypes that-may be examined. Some of 1 
Crofles, fculptured on ftones that lie adjacent to the oldeft abbies, branch out irl ^ 
many points, and are often included and traverfed by feveral concentric cirles : any 


who will take the trouble of comparing them with the caealistical wheels 


o fdivW' 


tion, made fo much a myftery of by the Jewish Rabeies, will not fail to be wip r ^ 
at the refemblance f . Amid the enigmatical arrangements of lines and angles, T 
infcribed the names of angels, reprefenting the feveral powers of nature adting acC °^ s 
ing to the feveral more powerful configurations of the WORD of m.n\ And as lC 


* Tour in Scotl. II. p. 166. 

f See Oedipus. JEgypt. tom. II. p. 480. 491. figures of the above, refembling tliat at 
with feveral other fimilar ones, lying near to a ruined chapel at Dingwall Roftjhire. 

s 


C, on a 






Cu ftomary to communicate the interpretation of thefe in the folemnity of fecret rites, the 
P' e ces of parchment thus infcribed, and given to the initiated, were held in great efteem. 

a time when every thing that came from the Holy Land was venerated, and 
Edition was in its infancy again, the above became in high repute, and were carried 
jd° n g by thofe commiffioned to fpread the evangelical communications, as relics of the 
'dden wifdom of the Hebrews: and thus, as fraught with fome facred myfteries, were 
i' u ‘ptured on the earlieft monuments of Chriftianity that are found in this country. But 
* le Egyptian Cross, D, is the earlieft of all j and perhaps contains in it the archetypes 
a d the other ornamental Crofles, which were fo much prized in the firft ages of 
^nftianity. This was a primaeval fymbol of the elementary influences, as depending 
their feveral energies on the revolution of the heavenly bodies ; and therefore the 
r °b, on the extremities of which the elements were hieroglyph! cally exprefTed, is 
c ‘°Wned above with rudiments of the planetary fyftem, included in a circle allufive to 
e ftarry firmament, and zodiacal conftellations that regulated the year. 1 his order is 
e Choral Hymn of Heaven, that proclaims the infinite wifdom of the Great Ruler. 
1e epitome of the Crofs, I, was therefore the chofen fymbol of the divine influence and 
P°'ver extended through the univerfe. ’Twas imprefied as a leading character on the fa- 
Cic d columns, and on the altars of devotion. In the hallowed rites of the fandtuary, it was 
j.'° rn over the brow as a diadem of holinefs ; and placed on the breaft as a gem that 
ar) ftified the heart ; and carried in the hand of thofe perfonages reprefented as emblems 
j the moft exalted piety. Thefe are frequent on the obelifks at Rome, and in the 
" lAc Table*, where many fymbolical figures, paying devout attention to fymbols of 
e Deity, are reprefented as having taken up a Crofs, and are bearing it in their 
ha hds. 


£ During our Saviour’s miniftry, in the early part of it, when as yet the import of His 
r °f$ could not be known to thofe to whom He was imparting His facred dotftrines, 
j! et it is obfervable that HE proceeds in His holy admonitions on the evident perfua- 
n 0fl that the People of Judea at that time underftood the Cross to be a fymbol of 
Cer eft devotion of foul. Unto the youth whom Jesus loved, and who made the folemn 
quiry, « What jpall I do to inherit eternal life ?” part of the hallowed reply was. 


ctv 


Take 


up thy Crofs and follow Me.” And to His difciples in general, “ Whofoever 


„ ° V( -'th father or mother more than Me, is not worthy of Me ; and whofoever taketh 
, f n °t up his Crofs, and followeth Me, is not worthy of Me. If any one will do the will 
Him that fent me, let him take up his Crofs, and follow Me f.” 

£ ^Tis perhaps may account for the fo frequent mention of the facred influence of the 
r ° ls in Oriental writings, previous to the asras in w'hich the evangelical communica- 


*: vv 
° ns reached them. 


* See Msn/a IJlaca, Oedip. JEgypt. tom. III. 

f Matt, x. 38. xvi. Z4. Mark viii. 34. x. 21* Luke ix. 23. xiv. 27. 


'Ci 


In 


In a Coptic Ritual, preferred in the library of the Vatican at Rome, among ot ^_ 
directions for the adminiftration of the facred rites, the following is one: — “ After 
“ founding of the trumpet thrice, the prieft fhall walk round the altar, with the ce0 ^ g 
“ ofincenfe in his hand; and taking the holy oil, fhall mark the four corners of *• 

<c altar with the fign of the Crofs 

In that valuable monument of the facred hiftory of China , fculptured in the facerdo* ^ 
characters, held in fuch lafting veneration by the learned of that country, (copi £S j 
which, with tranflations, fome centuries ago, were brought to Rome f, and juftly adfl 111 ^ 
as a momentous memorial of their facred tenets) there are two paflages which n ^ 
claim our notice here, on account of the Angularity of the fublime ideas, which are ti 
connected with the fign of the Crofs. The firft is in the hiftory of the Creation 

" The Most Holy gave forth the facred Sign, the Sign of the Cross, that h^ 
ft monized the Univerfe: — the elements in union furrounded the earth — the revolt 
" of the fun and moon commenced — light and darknefs held alternate reign — day 
“ night began.” 

The other is in the fixth column, where mention is made of the happy- eff e< ^ 
fome religious inftitutions : — , 

a nr 0 

“ Thus the records of Divine Truth were made known : by them the do , 
‘‘ heavenly light and love was opened ; the fign of the Crofs prevailed, and UI ' L 
“ by its influence ;he whole empire of Sina in one general bond of amity.” 

This laft has fo much the fpirit of a juft eulogium on the influence of Chrift‘ an *Jj 
fo infpire univerfal benignity of heart, that it was claimed by the Society or J s 
as evangelical ; and imparted to the priefts of the Indian empire by the early ^ ucCe ^ ot n 
of the Apoftles : and indred otherwife would have been altogether inexplicable, but ^ 
the revival of thofe elevated principles of piety and regard to the Divine domim 011 ’ 
which the Crofs from the beginning was the facred fymbol. 


Obelifc- Pamfbil, 487. 


f Kcrchtr, China Illuftrata. 
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PENNATULA, SEA PEN. 

T HE Oriental Pennatula, or Silver Sea Pen, of which there is a fpecimen 
in the British Museum, broughc from Batavia, has fo much the general 
a Ppearance and fize of a large quill, or writing pen, as from that circumftance to have 
§!ven a general name to all the animals of the kind, though many of them have little 
0r no refemblance to that idea. The comely fwell of body which that reprefented in 
the Plate difplays, and the luxuriant fpread of living plumage wherewith it is feathered 
0y er, prefents us with fuch an elegant combination of beautiful forms, as cannot be 
a dequately defcribed by any likenefs to either a feather or a flower. The great variety 
°f the different fpecies of thefe animals is as yet indefinite, and may continue fo for 
a ges, as the deep flill teems with undefcribed produftions. 

Mr. Ellis collected, from different quarters of the world, at leaf! a dozen kinds, 
Elates of which were engraved for the Philosophical Transactions ; and they 
ar e arranged and defcribed in his Hiftory of Zoophytes. The general definitions 
there given of this genus of animals, involving a more general knowledge of dieir na- 
ture than could perhaps be drawn from any individual, afford the following extracts ; 
v ''hich may inform thofe that are unacquainted with longer works on the fubject of 
the character attained by thefe Floating Systems of luminous Flowers. 

C£ They differ remarkably from all other Zoophytes, by fwimming freely about in 
the fea, and having a mufcular motion as they fwim along. They are of many 
Shapes, having in general a flefhy Item, with a bone in the infide to fupport it. 
h hey f en d forth branches from the ftem, terminating in polype -like mouths fur- 
tounded by claws. The lower part of the ftem is bare; but it does not appear 
that any of them fix themfelves by their bafe, as do the Actinea ; for they have no 
°P e ning at the bottom, as was formerly thought, nor any other paffage, but through 
'•heir polype mouths ; by thefe they take in their food, and through thefe they produce 
their eggs. 

4 

. “ They have the remarkable property of fending forth a ftrong pholphorial light 
lta the fea. Dr. Shaw obferves, that on the coaft of Algiers they illume the deep 
' Vl th fo great a light in the night, that the fifhermen can diftinguilb the fifli, as they 
VVlrn , by it, fo as to know where to caft their nets. 

Z “ The 
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yj 


« The Britijh Sea Pen is of a bright red colour, and pofleffes the fame quality ° 
fhining in the dark. Thefe are found near many of the coafts of this kingdom, a ' 
hering to the baits on the fifhermen’s lines, elpecially when they make ufe of ft 111 c 
to bait their hooks. Numbers have been taken on the coaft of Scotland, m° re 
particularly near to Aberdeen and Banff.” 


A 

The kind reprefented by the drawing of the Plate is a very fmall fpecies, feld orTl 
exceeding two inches in length, or more commonly of the fize of fig. a. They inh a 
bit the deep; never are found near the coaft. The drawing was made while die ani- 
mal was in full health, floating about in its native element ; and, while it waves alon^ 
imbibing the virtues of the tide, the fpreading tentacula aflumes variety of beauti 
expreflion, but faintly fliewn by the reprefentation A. The extremities of the ram 1 ' 
fications which form its tentacula are exquifitely fine, and unfold like fo many 
flowers, to gather and inhale its nouriftiment. The more ufual appearance thefe P 
on, which was always varying with their movements, is exhibited by the magnify 
fpecimens at b. B. 


'Whether this be of another fpecies, or only 'differing from refembling ones, fr olTl 
the healthful and lively ftate of the animal when the drawing was made, it is not p el ^ 
haps eafy to difcriminate with precifion : but every fuch inftance may convey to 
fome new idea of that vaft variety of productions, which flourifh with life and beau 
in the depths of the ocean, and cannot fail to excite fome furprife at the fcheme 
repleni filing that unfeen realm with fuch profufion of ornamental exiftences. 


The great defign of fo extenfive a fcene of wonder, which there are no ration 11 
fpeccators to Purvey, muft remain to us in a great meafure infcrutable ; but the 
rious elegance, ufe, and beauty, of every feveral form of life, as it occurs to V1 
when brought by human ingenuity from their profound abodes ; as thefe ftill aif ^ 
us new ideas of the infinite diverfity of animated being, it enlarges the fphere of ^ 
admiration, and opens a boundlefs profpeCt of the entertainments that may be ft 1 
(tore, from a more ftudious inveftigation of the fubmarine regions. 
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D V ' N R 0 B I N C J S T L E. 


H I S,’ the ancient feat of the Earls of Sutherland, had been ftrong and 


defenfible ; it is fituated on a rifing ground on the banks of the Firth of 
Dornoch, which gave it confiderable command as a fortrefs : at the fame time it 
Has fuch beauty of fituation, as might have been the cnoice Oi fade, on account or 
the extenfive profpecls and variety of ground; as well as the confultation of fafety, 
°n account of the declivities of the hill, rendered inacceftible by ditches and ram- 
parts, and the wide view of the furrounding country thus gained by the height of the 
tower placed on its lummit. 

The extenfive plantations of the demefne, enrich the profpect of the mount on 
"which the Caftle Hands, and give the place a confiderable variety of pictureique 
heauty. The prefent Countejs of Sutherland, ere Lady Gower, had oideied the 
Caftle to be fitted up with a degree of elegance and fplendor fuited to the rendence 
of a Noble Family; and the .walks amid die adjacent plantations and fniubberies, 
now fpreading their flowery luxuriance and fofter beauties down to the edge of the 
fta, are laid out with a veiy great degree of tafte, for which the variety of ground, 
and of charming profpeCts, afford an ample fcope. The weftem hills beyond are 
lofty, and form a noble boundary to the cultivated fields which fpread along the 
coaft. On the oppofite fide of the Firth, the rich lands of Ross-shire, ftretching 
out to Tarbet Ness, and far into the main, prefent a pleafing diftance, and finely 
Vary the too uniform line of the horizon, which the profpect of the 'ocean unconfined 
• Would elfe have formed. 

A large part of the Caftle is as old as the reign of Alexander I. Cir. anno 1 100, 
an Earl of that early period fortified the place, built fome of the towers, and con- 
futed Dunrobin the family refidence. Alane Thane of Sutherland, who flourifhed 
in the former century, is the firft on record in the volumes of heraldry, and in tne 
earlieft annals of Caledonian ftory. His fame was eftablifhed by a memorable 
defeat of the Danes, accomplifhed by forces under his command. A body of thofe 
Scandinavian adventurers, who had made frequent fettlements on the coafts of 
Caithness, and at the Burgh Head of Moray, landed anno 1031, with a view 
°f occupying the banks of the Firth of Dornoch : but the Thane, after fome time 
fpent in collecting and difciplining his men, came down on the invaders, and, after 
an obftinate fight, drove them in confufion into the fea, and to their vciiels. during 
His life-time, no other attempt of the kind was made on thefe coafts. oome ftones, 
with very ancient fculptures on them, that Hand at Drumelca, and not far ficm 
Creigh, are ibid to have been erefted on the field, and in memory of the above 
v i£tory, and of the warriors who fell in fighting for their counti y thei e. 

Although the above be the firft Thane of Sutherland mentioned in Scotch 
annals, o/books of heraldry*, yet the. warlike atchievements and memorable events 
^ the lives of feveral, who lived long previous to that sera, are mentioned by 



* Douglafs’sPeerage. 

A a 
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Torpheus j 


Torpheus*: but our biographers do not feem to have ever confulted that cele- 
brated hiftory. 

A fculptured monumental ftone, which is Hill found {landing on the way fide, on 
a fandy plain, at a little diftance from the town of Dornoch, the capital of Suther- 
land, is faid to have been eredled in memory of another defeat of Scandinavian 
bands, which had landed in thofe parts, in the thirteenth century : but there are no 
carvings on it, which can with any probability have reference to fuch an event. By 
its being called Thanks Cross, and having on one fide the arms or armorial enfig” 
of Sutherland, and on the other that of Caithne/s, it has probably been raiie 
to mark fome fettled boundary, or in memory of fome agreement between the 
Earls of thefe adjoining counties. But, like many of the more ancient monument 
ftones of North Britain, having been raifed before the sera in which written 
annals of events were kept, the traditions concerning them are often vague and in ' 
determinate, and have reference to later ages than thofe to which they certainly be- 
long. 

Mr. Pennant has particularly mentioned the remains of Cam Lea, or the Grey 
Tower, now nearly levelled with the ground, which lie near the coaft, a little beyo n 
Dunrobin : among the inland hills, there are very entire fpecimens of the f alTie 
kind of buildings; the very ancient architecture of the Picls. That they had be en 
the refidences of the chieftains, there feems no kind of doubt; they are always 
found fituated as commanding the fineff paffures and the richeft vallies. But th e 
unfrequented and rugged paths that lead to them, over the bleak ridges of the hi ’ 
and through the intricate windings of rocky glens, are much againff travellers 
general being indulged with a view of thefe remarkable ruins. Perhaps few of th° 
who have vifited the pleafant environs of Dunrobin, have ever had courage ^ 
venture fo far among the mountains, as to fee the {lately remains of thefe primal 
towers ; which without cement, or any apparent aid from metals, have been fo firm 
conHrudted, as to have Hood the ravage of at leaft a thoufand years. 

One of the moll acceffible, Hands on a rocky mount, a little beyond die weft £I ^. 
end of Loch Brora, which itfelfi with its majefiic boundaries, affords variety 
picturefque fcenery. That tower f is fo free of rubbilh, that one without ffoop 1 ^ 
can enter by the inner doors, to the apartments within the walls ; and feveral oi 
Haircafes to the fecond Hory are perfedlly entire. The river tumbles round m 
a number of irregular cafcades ; its precipitous banks are full of foffd ^' c / 
many of them of kinds not now found on the {bores. The more curious fp eC 
mens are moft frequently found in working the limeftone quarry above the ^ 
of Brora. Thefe circumffances may enliven reflection, and give additional am 1 
ment to the way, on an excurfion by Carril to the Piffijh tower at AcHiR" 
kyle, if any Ihould go to vifit it from Dunrobin. 

* See Antiquities and Scenery. Extratts from Torpheus, p. 135, &c. anno 940, &c. jjjf, 

Thonnodus Torpheus, appointed by Ch r isti an V. hiftorian for the kingdom of Norway - ^ 
toriographers were regularly appointed by that crown to refide in the illand of Flat a, to narrat®^^ 
tranfadfions as occurred in the Orcades, and in the North of Scotland. And from thefe jq 
Torpheus was furnifhed with thofe materials of his work, which relate to characters who flo l,rl 
the northern counties of Caledonia. f Antiquities and Scenery, p. 74? 
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KINEDTNE or KINEDARD CASTLE. 

r | t ‘ H E rivulet that winds through the rich plantations of Craigston Castle, 
a nd there refiefts the polifhed beauties of its well- cultivated banks, falls after- 
V/arci s down into a precipitous and rocky glen, in the various windings of which, there 
&re feveral of thefe peninfulated fituations, in which the chieftains and nobles of early 
a § e s found it expedient to build their towers. On one of the mofc inaccefiible and 
ec ure of thefe natural fortrefies, the ruins of Kinedyne Castle Hand; the ri- 
^ u let afterwards watering fome excellent pafture grounds, becomes bounded again 
) r °mantic precipices, and falls into the Dovern near to the old houfe of Eden, a 
e ' v miles from Banff. 

The veftiges of walls, and of feveral buildings, adjacent to the principal tower, 
lat: had afforded the various accommodations which its pofTefTors required, are fpread 
0tat to the verge of the precipices, and encircle the whole of the rocky mount on 
" c h the Caftle Hands. The mount joins to the neighbouring fields by a narrow 
, c v °f land, on which, as the remains of the pillars infinuate, and as was ufual in 
, c ‘ e fortrefies, a draw-bridge had been placed ; and the precipitous rock rendered it 
l^cceflible 011 every other fide ; fo that the fituation is well calculated for a place of 
e ‘ e nce ; but the view of it in the plate, will afford a diftin&er idea of that, than 
Per haps any written defcription can convey. 

The demefne of the Caftle is now annexed to the eftate of William Urquhart , efquire, 
r ' r °dgfton. His family refidence is a caftellated houfe, more beautifully fituated in 
open valley, a few miles above ; and has a noble effeft among die pidturefque 
^ 0un ds which enclofe it. The central tower has been carefully prefervcd, and retains 
lts gothic grandeur peculiarly remarkable in the fuperb entablature, richly carved, 
llc h furrounds it at the top ; between the columns of a kind of baluftrade, feveral 
gUr es of warriors, trumpeters, &c. are fculptured, as overlooking and protecting tlie 
jj ate Way which opens beneath. The baronial hall ftill retains feveral of its warlike 
^ hellifhments carved on the wainfcot, among which king Robert Bruce and Scan- 
e '^ e g y Cicfar and Alexander , are fpecified by name. 

^onie good paintings however, from fcripture hiftory, &c. foften the effeft of the 
e fculptures, and change the tide of reflection from thefe men of the fword. 

^ Twas here Mr. Pennant met with that enchantment, which he had not forgot 
he reached the fairy ground at Forres. 

t J- he hofpitality of early ages, in its moft favourable forms, heightened with all the 
a e ar >d gaiety which acquaintance with the polite world confers, feem ftudied with 
hfs fuccefsful care, than that which has fo dexteroufly converted the ample apart- 
tnt s of the ancient building into the elegant accommodations of a modern feat. 

' hoes not feem to be on written record, by whom Kinedard Caftle was built. The 
0r . pula r tradition of its having been one of king Edward's fortrefies, feems to have 
Seated only from fimilarity of found. The earlieft, and almoft the only annals ■ 

A a 2 extant 


extant' of thefe territories, are to be drawn from the Chartularies and other 
aftical records. The firft mention of the above caftle is, when the tythes o 
jacent lands are devoted, by Alexander Cumming, earl of Buchan, to P 
bendary of Turife : a charter of his, dated anno 1 2 7 2 *, consigning ample temto 
in thefe parts to pious and charitable ufes, expreffes at the fame time the wild 
fublime tenour of that devotional fpirit, which in that age breathed fervent as 

« Be it known in the general communion of the faithful, and to all the me^ 
« of the holy church ; to whom be endlefs joy in the Lord ! —that, in concert wi 
« right reverend Hugh de Bentrym, by the grace of God, bilhop of Aberdeen » h 
« the counfel and concurrence of the other venerable fathers, and bilhops of the n ^ 
« i n Scotland— That, full of the fpirit of divine love and chanty, zealous for ttr 

“ terefts of the faith, and the comfort of the indigent . iVfarfj 

« To the glory of the Moft High God, and in honour of the Bleffed irgin 
« and for the good of the fouls of our illuftrious king Alexander and his roya • 

« ceffors ; and that prayers may be made for my own foul, and for the fouls o 

“ fucceffors,” — &c. &c. . 1 f0 the 

He fpecifies, as is ufual, at great length, the boundaries of the lands appoin * 

maintenance of a reftor, fix chaplains, and to fupport continually thirteen of th ^ 
deferving hufbandmen, whom age or infirmities had rendered incapable of ea 

livelihood. . _ , aA\6o^ 

King Robert Bruce, anno 1328, the twenty-third ofhis reign, configned a ■ h , 

lands to the above religious inftitution and hofpital, in order that certain mat es 

be faid for the foul ofhis brother Nigelle, who fell in that neighbourhood. 

‘ The buildings requifite for thefe religious appointments, nfing near to t e J ^ ^ 

tower and fortrefs that was at Turiff, and proving inducements to a number ^ 

ditional fettlers to have their dwellings there, the fpreading village was con ^ 

a burgh of barony by king James IV. In a deed, of which the earl of Erro, QU t 

archbifhop of St. Andrew's, are witneffes, the king afligns, for the reafon of feW ° j 0 i» 

thefe lands, and building a town there, “ That it may be for the better accomm^. 

« and entertainment of his fubjefts, who fhall have occafion to fojourn in that q 

and the bilhop and chapter of Aberdeen, in a charter confirmative of the above, t cS 

the additional confiderations that made the royal edift meet with their con {i [ C nl 

and approbation : “ That the building of the borough might increafe the ecc ^ ^ 

« revenue, would be more efpecially for the benefit of the prebend and clergy ^ 

« place, and fo adminifter to the good of the Church, and the praife 0 1 

“ Author.” 1 , { 

ilk*' 

* signed at his caftle, and with his feal, in prefence of his brother the earl of M a n, a nd ® ^ ; s 
trious perfonages. The extrafts are tranflated from a copy in Mr. Urquhart’s poffe ’ ’ w 0 f 
of K. Robert Bruce's charter, of which his chancellor, Lord Marifchal, and other lords an 
houfehold, are the witneftes. 
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ASTER I A S ARBORESCENS. 

T HIS Angular animal, diftinguifhed by the title of the Arborescent Star, is fpe- 
cified in the British Zoology ; " Ast. with five rays iffuing from an angular 
cc body; the rays dividing into innumerable branches, growing flenderer as they recede 
" from the bafe: the moft curious of the genus.” Mr. Pennant had been told of 
their being found in the north of Scotland, but not receiving any fpecimens of them, 
^ is not figured in his valuable work. Doctor Borlase has mentioned that this kind 
°f Star had been fometimes taken off Cornwall ; but it would not appear that he ever 
bad any of them in his pofieflion, elfe he certainly would have given a reprefentation 
fo it, as exceedingly more remarkable than many others, the forms of which he has 
given in his plates. It was therefore judged probable, that it would not be unac- 
Ce ptable to thofe who delight in perufing the variety of life, prefented in the deli- 
neations of natural hiftory, to have a drawing of the above beautiful animal engraved 
here ; efpecially as it feems to have efcaped alfo the refearches of the late Mr. 
■Ellis, who was fo indefatigable in prying, by every poffible means, into the fecret 
re cefi'es of the deep. 

A circumftance which has not been much attended to, is probably the caufe of 
their being feldom or never dredged up with other Stars, and gives us the reafon of 
being fo difficult a thing to find them entire; and indeed fo rare to fall in with 
them at all. 

Contrary to the ufiial mode of exiftence which Stars enjoy, they in general being 
^confined and free, this fpecies has a fixed refidence on the rocks at the bottom 
°f the deep. They are formed beneath like the bafe of the Animal Flowers, fo 
that they adhere to their place of abode witli a power which cannot be overcome but 
by their deftruftion. The addrefs requifite in difengaging an animal flower, which 
tfiay be found nearly dry at the time of ebb, cannot be applied in deep water, unlefs 
°ne were to go down in a diving bell, which is not likely to be engaged on fuch an 
errand. It can only therefore be owing to fome particular circumftance of health or 
Nation, that may incline them to be eafily moved ; or to fome very fortunate caft, if 
at any time the Asterias Arborescens is brought up in dredging; or perhaps it is 
only when the piece of rock or ftone to which they adhere, having coral on it, gets 
^tangled in the net or dredge, and comes along with its adherents, that they are found ; 
at leaft it was owing to that circumftance that the Star was obtained from whence the 
drawing of the plate was made. 

William Lesslie, Efq; of Donlugas , a gentleman who is proprietor of fome ifiands 
°h the coaft of Norway, from whence extenfive fiffieries are carried on, has been 
Ve ry affiduous and attentive in collefting varieties of the corals and other marine prp- 
du&ions that are found on thefe coafts; and has been fo good as to favour the author 
fo this work with many curious fpecimens. Several of the corals are of the fame in- 
dividual kinds with thofe from India and the Mediterranean feas, which are repre- 
fonted by Mr. Ellis in his hiftory of Zoophytes ; and fome of them are of a kind 

effentially 


..eflentially diftinft from either. The very entire and beautiful fpecimen of the Star no^ 
under confideration, was brought over with the above, and is in a complete ftate 0 
prefervation. It is fo much fo, indeed, that its fpreading rays, or tentacula, diverg e 
and extend to a degree of inimitable finenefs ; curling like the tendrils of the vino 
they branch out into fibres fo exceedingly numerous and fmall, as fcarcely can admit 1 
any perfedt reprefentation. Were it attempted fully to exprefs the number and m 1 ' 
nutenefs of the extremities of thefe once animated threads, it would unavoidably 
perplex the drawing and mar its effeft, and after all, perhaps, give no adequate lde* 
of the fubjedt. But the reprefentation of the plate, though necefifarily deficient in th e 
number and fmallnefs of the extremities of the fibres, yet is perfectly fufficient to g ive 
a diitindt idea of the nature and form of this fingular animal. 

It being the appointment of Nature that this Star fliould have a fixed refidentO 
it therefore does does not travel about in fearch of food, as do others of the g en ’ jS j 
but quietly lies in wait for its prey; it is therefore endowed with this fo ample fp re3L 
of fcnfitive fibres, to give it a larger fphere of water within its grafp, and by that m eal15 
multiply its chances of obtaining fuch articles as may fupply it with adequate nourid 1 ' 
ment. By means of thefe long (lender filaments, which are its tentacula, an animal djC 
fize of that in the plate (which is nearly the fize of the one from which it was copi e > 
in its full expanded ftate, will diffufe itfelf through a circle of water feveral feet dia- 
meter : and it is not only the extremities of the rays by which it can lay hold on 
fifties, or any nutrimental atoms floating by ; but all along the edges of thefe branch’ 11 ^ 
fibres, there are double rows of fhort thick-fet briftles, hirfute on the fides, by vm lC 
means every part of every ray has an adhefive quality, that is capable of detain 11 ^ 
any foft fubftance, until, by the application of the extremities of the tentacula, 
brought into the central mouth ; and thus are its legion of arms perpetually engag^ 
in adminiftering to the common receptacle of nouriftiment which fuftains the comp 

cated fyftem. _ _ s 

The wonderful fenfe and penetration that pervades thofe living fibres, and end 
every part of each with capacities of difcernment, fo efiential to the prefervation a ' n 
flourifhing ftate of the whole, refolves into the phenomena of that infcrutable 0 ^ 
which informs all animated being ; and of which the authors of language have help e ^ 
us to evade the folution, by fubftituting in its place the comprehenfive exprelfi 011 

inftind. e . 

The idea of creative beauty, difclofing its marvellous energies in thofe unfe # 1 
gions of the deep fo far removed from the human eye, leaves fuch imprefiions of c ' j 
univerfal influence, fo apparently difplayed, yet felt fo incomprehenfible, as baffl eS ^ 
conjecture of the fyftem’s origin and end. We need not therefore wonder, that 
greateft philofophers in every age have been confefledly bewildered and loft in 1 ' 
tery, when feeking to difcover the unattainable Secret of the univerfe. 





SYMBOLS of the PJSSION. 


1 T is evident that the admirers and publifhers of Chriftianity in the early ages, efpe- 
cially thofe engaged in the illumination and embeliifhment of the facred books and 
Pediments, had been deeply imprelTed with the hieroglyphical fpiendor in which the 
aj icient communications had been conveyed. A veneration was long retained for 
ttiofe fymbols, which preferved a myfterious remembrance of primaeval traditions. 
They feem to have perceived, “That they were memorials of facred truths; had 
l heir origin from the prophetical books, or more ancient infignia of patriarchal 
re cords ; that, coming forward in fuch a hallowed channel, and being preferved from 
time immemorial as divine, they might involve allufions to evangelical truth ; and 
{{ therefore, with pious appropriation, they applied them to illuftrate the my lie ties of 
the Chriftian faith : ” and by this means we find them adopted on various monuments 
the doftrine of the Catholic church. 

Cf A roll of a book,” a piece of parchment of confiderable length, beautifully illu- 
'hmated with fplendid colours, and with burnifhed gold, exhibiting a copious arrange- 
ment of the Symbols of the Pallion, was lately difcovered in a long-neglected coffer 
lfl Moray. Oppofite to each Symbol, there is an addrefs to the Deity; a verfe of its 
a Pplication to the improvement of the heart, and ipecifying thofe peculiar fentiments 
piety, which the correfponding image lhould infpire. 

The verfes are in the Saxon character, accurately formed ; the emphatical words 
etT -bellifhed with gold and filver. Whether it may have been the expenfive ap- 
Pendage of private devotion, or prepared for a place in the archives of the cathedral; 
'' v ell merits the care of the Antiquarian Society, who have obtained poffeflion of it. 
Twas only mentioned here to give fome additional idea of the facred importance in 
^'ch thefe religious Symbols were held, that are found accompanying the Crofs, in 
embellifhments of Abbeys, &c. and are now to come under our confideration. 

The chapter-houfe of the cathedral church at Elgin, is an elegant oftagon, of about 
r ty feet diameter, and equally high ; the roof forms an ample dome, fupported in. 
*^ e center by a noble column, the capital of which is richly fculptured with variety 
er nblematical devices ; on each of the eight Tides of that uncommon chapiter, there 
a Afield reprefented, which contains the emblems ; and on two of thefe ihields, the 
'Mbols of the Passion, as expreffed by the plate, are fculptured. 

the perufal of thefe, they will probably feem fo far from unufual, and their re- 
ere nce in general fo apparent, as to require no very particular or elaborate difcuflion 
^ *; lle ir import : any more obvious application, often equally fatisfies the peafant and 
■ 1 'm ne i to dive into the records of antiquity for the primteval allufions of the facred 
l! §nia of the Cross of Jesus, to many feems equally unprofitable «id daring. 

if, on examining thefe with the candid eye of liberal refearch into the annals of 
j^quity, they {hall be found to be memorials of things divine, previous to the asra of 
e Cr ucifixion, then will the wonderful evidences come in view, that thofe facred fymbols, 
Crated from the earlieft ages, were no lefs prophetical, than they are now comme- 
°rati Ve of that great event. From hence a light of the divinity of the Gospel may 
to aftonifh the world with its renewed fpiendor. 

This is not the place to enter on a formal treatife of the original derivation and 
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meaning 


meaning of the Oriental Symbols ; it is an interefting enquiry referved for another 
work, and is doubtlefs one great key to the knowledge of antiquity. _ ern „ 

But one thing it is neccffar.y to premife, which ought always to be had in rein ^ 
brance, when difcourfing of hieroglyphics and fymbols ; “ That in toe primaev 
« when they were adopted as the means of communicating knowledge, it is ev ^ 

“ the amazing difcovery of alphabetical writing had not been made. Symbo s, t ^ 

« fore, were the figns fixed on by the firft fages and inftruftors of the human ^ 

“ to exprefs vifibly the conceptions of the mind. Each was the memorial o a ce 
“ tain truth, and of the ideas connected with its eftabltfhment.” And it 1S . e ; r 
poffible to conceive, by what other effectual method they could have imparte . 
knowledge, and given remembrancers of it; or how elfe they could have le t 
ments of their difcoveries, and of their wifdom, to future ages. 

The illuftration of ancient fymbols, no doubt, fo far involves many remote ^ 
fions, to which we are but little accuftomed ; and fo much refers to a fyftem o ^ 
munication, now in a great meafure become obfolete, that the minds of rea e ^ 
general may not be formed to have adequate apprehenfions of their nature an 
portance; and even the more learned and intelligent have been difpofed to 
their facred moment, and to confider them rather as a fpecies of venerable a u 
than as the genuine elements of divine knowledge. _ oflC e 

Language and metaphors, and the fymbols from whence they are derive > ^ 
applied to facred purpofes, become in fome meafure entitled to a lafting refpeft. ^ 
evangelists, and other sacred writers, in many inftances avowedly a t h e 
phrafeologies and allufions venerated in the- Gentile world, to whom they addi e 
gospel of Jesus, as the moll effectual means of giving energy to their holy C °^ ueil ce 
References alfo to the primaeval fymbols occur, apparently with the fame 1,1 ^ ^ 
and defign, efpecially in the writings of St. John. * “ I will make him a ^ ^ 

« IN THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND WRITE UPON HIM My NEW NAME,’ is intere 
guage in any age ; but would be exceedingly more expreflive to thofe initiate ^ 
ancient myfteries, as they to whom the evangelical writings were addreffed ia 0 ( 
neral been. The columns of the primaeval fanftuaries were infcribed with {0 * 

the Deity, and of the attributes of that sacred name, which they dared not 
nounce but in the hour of folemn invocation. c ofl' 

When a devout fenfe of Divine Providence (of whole reign this facied co ul ^ e3 fef 6 
tained the hallowed record) was imprinted on the mind of man, he in ^ ^ 

reflected the glory of that light which was imparted to him: he was ^ 
knowledge of God ; his name was written in his heart. This was the laft & 
of thofe religious initiations fo venerated of old. ’Twas only in awful ° it 1 
that any could approach the fancluary, where thefe high communications we ‘ e ^j ul np5> 
fecret; the minifters of the temple interpreting the fymbols of the Lcred ^ ^ h eY 
opened the light of heaven, and thofe myfteries of divinity which they involve • 
kneeled before the moft holy One, and revered it, as in fome meafure t 
reprefentation of the invifible attributes and government of God. _ b , cfn ^ 

This column or pillar of the temple, therefore, became a devotional j fulfil' 
fui table accompaniment to the Crofs of Jefus; as at once allufive to the vir 

rne n£ 


* Rev. iii. 12. 


ment of the prophetical types and fymbols in him ; and as chara&eriftic of the perfon 
Who was “ the manifeft reflection of his Father’s glory, and exprefs image of his 
fc perfections.” 

It has, indeed, been ufual to confider the pillar, which is often fo confpicuoufly 
infer ted among the appendages of the Crofs, as the memorial of one to which Jesus 
was bound; but, as there is no mention made of that circumftance by the Evangelifts, 
the truth is probably difcovered in looking to this higher origin of its application; and 
We may hence perceive that it was with fuitable dignity introduced by the Fathers, 
among the moft venerable fymbols of their faith. 

On the oppofite fide of the Crofs, there is fculptured a reprefentation of a garment, 
alluding to his vesture for which the lots were caft; and this derives its importance 
fi'om the record, “ that his coat was without feam, woven from the top throughout;” 
and the not rending it, but preferving it entire, became a fulfilment of fome of thofe 
myfterious circumftances relating to the Messiah, venerated by ancient prophecy. 

But the evangelical application of cc his vesture’s being without Jeam ,” derived an 
effential importance from a metaphor of a refpeCtable nature in the eaftern world. The 
complete harmony of the facred oracles ; the invariable connexion of the truths im- 
parted by them ; the unity of defign confpicuous in the divine communications, which 
St. Cyril calls, “ the uninterrupted theology delivered by the feraphim, or fymbols 
the doCtrines of God, handed down from primaeval anas, forming one uniform whole ; 
Was implied and reprefented by the fymbolical language, and by the fymbol of a coat 
"Without Jeam-, it became him, therefore, whofe doctrine was the fulfilment of the law 
a nd the prophets, to be thus clothed ; and that vefture is recorded as his diftinguifhin°- 
garment. 

The myftic FIammer is inferted immediately under the pillar. 

This alTuming the fo venerated form of the Crofs *, was, in the ceconomy of pri- 
maeval rites, a neceffary appendage of peculiar proceflions, and a refpeCted inftrument 
°f religious ceremonies ; it was at once the key of the fanCtuary, and the confecrated 
Knocker f, which in appropriate numbers announced the approach of the Pontiff and 

train, when the rites of the day required accefs to the penetralia of the facred fanes ; 
lts hallowed application was therefore to the unfolding of thofe doors, within which 
file moft fublime doctrines of the Divinity were referved to be difclofed. Need we 
fiien be furprifed at the evangelical adoption of this fymbol, as having an ultimate 
mlation to that more awful period of the revelation of the myfteries of God, " when 
c the vail of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom ;” an event em- 
blematical of that free accefs to the treafures of divine knowledge, obtained through 
idiM, who is emphatically called, " The Key of the House of God, and the Door 
‘ by which men enter into it ? ” 

On account of the familiarity of their forms, it is perhaps difficult to raifc fome of 
fiiefe fymbols above their common acceptation, however certainly borrowed from the 
m°ft remote antiquity. The three fquare figures at the bottom of the fhield, are 

See Antiquity, N° 18. 

1 fis form and import, among fome correfponding fymbols, may beobferved,Obelif. Pamph, Lib. v.p. 554,. 
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commonly underftood to reprefent the dice wherewith the foldiers caft lots; yet that 
the lots were caft by thefe means there is no fcripture authority: whereas the fame 
fibres frequently occur among the hieroglyphics on the obelilks at Rome ; and “ ol11 
right authentic teftimony of their application as fymbols, « three fquares, diitm- 
« g U ifhed by a central crofs,” implied « the uniform operation of the elements, t>7 
« their regular combinations, exhibiting that wifdom of defign confpicuous in their 
« feveral “energies*.” Chriftians of early ages, who faw the primeval allufion, 
adopted thefe as fuitable emblems to attend the triumph of the Crofs of Jefus, an 
bear atteftation to their devout fenfe of his influence, whom all the powers of natur 
acknowledged their Lord. - 

The Ladder too, though- evidently applicable in the common acceptation, as ex 
prefled in paintings of the “ Taking down from the Crofs yet preferves a form 1° 
much refembling the Bier, as fculptured in the obelilks of Egypt, on which they c 
ried the Myfteries in the folemnities of their homage and piety, that we fcarce can » 
to fee its appropriation as a fymbol of veneration to that overruling Providence, whic 
it was the purpofe of thefe folemnities to imprint upon the mind. 

The facred pitcher, the torch, the bird, as elementary fymbols ; the platted cord, m 
lalh, and fceptral reed; no lefs than the alpha and omega, being all repeatedly 
among the hieroglyphics of the moft remote antiquity, might each defervedly attra 
attention ; and in tracing their feveral derivations, we fhould explicitly difcern how J u 
cioufly they have been felected and applied to aggrandize the manifeftation of evang« 
truth,' by all that was moft facred and venerable in the prophetical ages. But eve 
what has been already here offered on the fubjea may be thought in fome meaW 
foreign to the purport of this publication, too fpeculative for a work of tafte, and t 
abftraft for common apprehenfion ; yet there is no doing juftice to thele fym ^ 
without fuch an illuftration, as may be evident in the following inftance, which » 

be the final one. , ar jy 

An unmentioned fymbol occurs with a kind of glory round it, which has vulg 

been denominated the Nails of the Crofs. It often is reprefented, in Catholic mo 
ments, in fixations and with appendages one is at a lofs to apply, until its pnm* 
import is difcovered. It was an original fymbol of the divine Name, exprelie 
the word JT-JAH, or I AM. It was accordingly imitated, in the written H e ° r 
by three W, which bear a near affinity in form to the original Hierogram. In 
brew manufcripts, that are in the Vatican at Rome, the Name of God is fount 0 
thus written f- The Talmud bears atteftation to the fanftity of thefe three + 

they are called the moft facred Sephirot of the Deity. The Reverend a 
Thomas Obecinus, who copied the fymbols infcribed on the rocks on ^ 0REB ar e 

mount Sinai, exprefsly delineates this one among them:— of fuch high antique y 
the originals, of’ which this Ihield retains the memorial. 

* Plata. Oedip. iEgypt. tom. ii. p. 103, 107. Oedip. jEgypt. tom. ii- P* 

t Arcanum eft, quod tria Jod sequalia trium Perfonarum equalitatem fignificant. Galatinus. 

1 The charadler. or fymbol of Unity, has in all ages been emphatically applied to the Deity- ^ 

- is none -cod but one, tbat.it, God M att. ad*. 17. II Oedip, JJgypuacus, tom. »■* 







COR GAR F CASTLE. 

T H I S building is fituated in a very wild and mountainous country, not far from 
thefource of the River Don; which, after winding its courfe for a ftretch of near 
feventy miles, falls inco the fea near to the town of Old Aberdeen, part of the 
hiflory of which is given in the fucceeding pages, accompanying the view of the 
college. 

At Kildrumy Cajlk, a narrow defile, opens a diftinguifhed pafs into the more high- 
land country i die path winding round the fteep fides of dark and forlorn hills, feems 
gloomy and forbidding, but after a few miles, the profpett opens into a large extent of 
Well-culcivated fields, fpreading round the Kirk-town of Towie. From thence, up 
the river and along the banks of the Don , the road is level and pleafant, every turn 
prefents trefh views of improvements adjacent to the refidences of the proprietors of 
thefe efiates, which are occafionaliy feen amidft woods in the openings of the glens, 
an d on the declivities of che hills ; and old cattles, the feats of former heritors, frequently 
appearing on the (till higher grounds, feem to give additional importance to the land- 
iC ape. At Glenkindif, the banks of the Don are delightful to a great degree j a little 
beyond, upon a rifing ground, amid aged and decaying trees, there is a fquare tower, 
and other remains of an old baronial houfe, which from the name of the adjacent 
valley is called the caftle of Glenbucket, and is now annexed to the eftates of the earl of 
Fife.— On the fide of the oppofite hill, there are fome underground houfes, on account 
of which, the Situation was more particularly diftinguifhed, in cafe of any travellers 
vdfhing to examine their flrudture in perfon. 

They are certainly a fpecies of places of refuge meant to be concealed; fecret ftrong 
bolds, built by the chiefs of the Clans, in the early and very turbulent periods of 
fociety. They are long gloomy cells, the entrance to which is very narrow and con- 
fined 5 and could therefore be eafily defended by a few, againft far fuperior ftrength and 
numbers. Part of the roof of one is broken up, this throws light into the vault, which 
ftews it to have been built up at the fides with great art and care, with well-fe- 
bfted but unhewn ftones, gradually projected towards the roof, and clofed above with 
long flag Hones, or huge granite (labs. Over the whole a vaft ftrata of earth and 
*Urf had been laid and levelled, fo as to correfpond, in appearance, with the furround- 
ln g furface of the hill ; and without forming any mound that could diftinguifh the 
place where this recefs had been excavated and built below. Thefe item to have been 
a kind of out-works, or necefiary appendage to towers and places of ftrength ; to yield 
a fafe and fecure retreat from the purfuit and violence of invaders ; and for lying in 
‘toait, to awe or furprife approaching enemies. From hence on to Corgarf, a ride of 
tWent y miles, it is pleafant enough along the banks of the Don ; tho' nothing elfe 
°ccurs to detain attention long, but variety ofprofpeds ; wild, majeftic, gloomy; and 
fome animating and chearful ones, alternately coming in view. 

Corgarf itfelf is but an oid cafteliated houfe, which, when fitted up with fome 
additional buildings, was conftituted into a kind of fortrefs, and garrifoned by 
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government about half a century ago; there were feveral fuch, eftablilhed on 
the fame footing, and officers appointed to refide in them, to enforce politic* 
regulations in thefe remote diftrids, where they had been formerly but partia y 
attended to; and to fecure to individuals the poffeffion of property, while f ur ' 
rounded with numbers long unaccuftomed to the reftraints of law, and irritate 
by oppofing interefts. They are now altogether fuperfluous in thefe views, tne 
difcipline of civil fociety being thoroughly underftood and chearfully followed in 
the moft inland regions of every county. Thefe buildings feem only now deftin e 
to ferve the purpofe of affording good accommodation to thofe gentlemen, w 
in the end of Summer, and in Autumn, delight to wander o’er the higher hi b > 
to enjoy the recreations of the field— the paftime of fowling. The furrounding 
mountains abounding with cover, and the hills of heath with game, render Car- 
garf an eligible refidence for fportfmen during the hunting feafon ; and it is 01 
that purpofe often occupied accordingly. It embelliffies the prefent landscape* 
prefented as a fpccimen of the pidurefque beauty of fome of thefe mountain 011 * 
regions. 3 
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KING'S COLLEGE, ABERDON. 

T HIS inftitution was originally dedicated to the Virgin Mary; but received 
its prefent appellation Toon after the univerfity was eftablifhed by a royal 
charter, and becaule amply endowed by the munificence of James IV. 

It is not perhaps altogether foreign to thefe memorials, to mention alfo, that 
the above is the proper orthography of that ancient city, and the name is fb 
written in the earlieft manufcripts. Aber, in the language of our forefathers, 
generally fignified, the place where a rivulet falls into a river, or where a river 
falls into the fea; this is fituated near the mouth of the river Don. The large 
commercial city adjacent, is properly Aberdeen, or Aber-dee, becaufe fituated 
near the noble harbour formed by the confluence of that celebrated river with the 
ocean. 

Each of thefe hath an univerfity; die other is called “ The Marischai. 
College,” becaufe founded and endowed by George Earl Marifchal of Scotland, 
about a century after the former. In both thefe colleges, the methods of in- 
ftruftion are nearly the fame ; the ledums differing only by the accidental 
difference of diligence or ability in the profeflors. The ftudents wear fcarlet 
gowns, and the profeffors black ; which is the academical drefs in all the Scottifh 
univerfities, except that of Edinburgh where the fcholars are not diftinguifhed by 
any particular habit. 

The courts and religious eftablifhments originally conneded with the college 
now under confideration, in their early flourifhing eftate contained the fplendid 
refldence of a primate of an opulent bifhoprick, the cathedral of this diocefe, 
and an extenfive Canonry, which was a feminary of learning. 

Pope Adrian, was the firft who patronized this inftitution, or at leafl in whofc 
pontificate it was confulted : he granted the requifite privileges, and gave autho- 
rity to Edward Bishop of Aberdon, anno 1157, to conftitute a college of 
canons there, as well for the purpofes of erudition, as the more pompous 
celebration of divine fervice. . 

In the reign of Alexander II. and by conceflions from that monarch, the 
appointments were encreafed for the fupport of that “ canonical school of 
“ general literature*,” that there theology, law, medicine, philofophy, and 
the liberal arts, fhould be freely taught. 

There is in the chartulary an original charter of David I. anno 1154, cor- 
refponding with the above, fpecifying the ' tithes and lands devoted to the 
cathedral and a confirmation of it by Malcolm IV. with an additional parch- 
ment, granting liberty of paflurage in the foreft of Aberdeen— and to have it for 
a perpetual barony; dated at Banff, anno 1170. 

But it was foon after its diftinguifhed patron the great bishop Elphincston, fo 
juftly renowned for his love of letters, and eminent talents, by the hiftorians of 


• Studium Generate in Collegio Canonicorum. 
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the age, was promoted to the fee, that the inftitutions of the univerfity attained 
their full fplendor. 

The high encomiums given him in the royal charter, and other parti- 
culars relative to this eftablilhment, feem worthy of an extraft ; and, along 
with a few particulars of Boetius’s comment, will afford an ample idea of 
the fubjeft. 

« For the fpecial devotion, fays the monarch, which we bear to the moft 
« glorious Virgin Mary , patron of the cathedral church of Aberdon, m 

« praife and honour of her ; and for the fingular favour and love we bear 

« towards the reverend father in Chrift William Elphingston, prefent bifhop 
“ and prelate of the faid cathedral church, our well beloved chancellor? 

« keeper of our privy-seal and for his faithful and willing fervice ; freely 
<f undertaking great travel and expences at diverfe times in our employments, 

« and ambaffages to the kings and kingdoms of France and England ; to the 
« dukes of Burgundy and Auftria, and other potentates and foreign parts ; and 
tc in our fervice within our kingdom— for the common wealth and tranquillity 
<c thereof diverfe ways by him accomplifhed. And alfo— for the unity, quiet, 
« and neceffary fuftentation of the reverend father and his fucceffors, the chapter, 
« can0 ns, chaplains, and fubftitutes of the forelaid cathedral church and univerfity 
“ of Aberdon, and their domeftic fervitors there refiding: — We have created, 
« made, and feued, now of new as before, and by the tenor of this our prefent 
« charter, we create, make, and feu the aforefaid vill of Aberdon , with the bounds 
« and pertinents, into a city and university, and into a free burgh 

“ barony for ever.” 

As it was one of the peculiar and prevailing tenets of that fera, to hold the 
papal authoriry requifite, to give fan ft ion to every more important eftablifhment, f°’ 
promoting religion and fcience; bishop Elphingston obtained from pop e 
Alexander VI. an edift; — “ conftituting the bilhops (of Aberdeen chancellors of the 
« univerfity, in all time coming, foie and fupreme judges of all caufes therein, 
« whether temporal or fpiritual; and endowing it with all the privileges enjoyed 
M by the univerfities of Paris and Bononia.” 

Boetius is warm and animated in his eulogiums of the above eminent 
charafter, whom he calls, the chofen of God, and the glory of the age ’.—they 
do equal honour to their author, as to the prelate, in whofe praife they are 
written ; and, involving other eircumftances relative to the eftablilhment of th 
univerfity, are every way deferving of record here. “ It gives us joy to con- 
« template ftch a charafter; we ought to be grateful to Heaven, which g a ^ e 
« us f 0 great a pattern of all excellence in knowledge and in virtue. — If the 111(10 
« is to be extolled, who adds fplendor and dignity to the inftitutions of relig 1 ^ 
« an d of fcience, whereby the number of learned perfons are increafed, for i 
« promotion of devotion and knowledge If we account any man worthy 0 
« immortality for his virtue; — or any thing more excellent than virtue 
<« -whereby youth paifes uncorrupted, manhood illuftrious, and age re fp e ^ ca ^.* 

u gy integrity, piety, and fanftity of life ; Such was he who wore the mitre at 
70 u time* 


<f time; and consulted the more effectual eftabliffiment of a college for every 
“ branch of literature here. 

" I/' fays the fond hiftorian, fC was appointed by the biffiop firft profefior of 
u the liberal arts; was called over from the Montague college in Paris, where I 
“ was reading leftures on philofophy; and left, with regret, the many eminent 
" fcholars, my aflociates, whom 1 refpefted there, being prevailed on by the 
flattering encouragements given me by the primate, to be the principal 
£ ‘ among thofe engaged in the important office of the inftruftion of youth. 

“ I met with a very kind and favourable reception from the canons ; men of 
tc excellent qualities ; equally refpefted for their noble birth and eminent talents. 
cc They acquired univerfal admiration for their eloquence in teaching, and zeal in 
encouraging all liberal arts ; and for their love of communicating all know- 
" ledge, human and divine. 

u By their means, in a fhort time, the univerfiity produced many fcholars 
<c remarkably diftinguifhed for the proficiency of their knowledge, in law, phyfic, 
£C and divinity ; and who by their great learning, and the praifeworthy cha- 
ff rafters they bore, were bright ornaments of the catholic church in Scotland. 

“ In order to give thefe advantages of literature the fuller effeft, a new court: 
was added to the college, which for beauty and extent of its buildings can- 
“ not be fufficiently celebrated. In it is a church, built in a noble ftile;. 
" and a magnificent choir was added to it. The fteeple is of great height, 
" finiffied above with an arched copula, in form of an imperial crown, con- 
u taining a chime of thirteen bells of molt melodious found 

“ Houfes were purchafed, and built, for the profeflors of the canon and 
“ civil law, phyfic, and grammar, diftinft from the college, &c. &c.” 

Thefe buildings ftill remain entire, or have been improved and repaired, and 
are now occupied by the profeflors, according to the above deftination. The 
fteeple mentioned by Boetius, as finiflied above m form of an imperial crown,, 
is indeed both a very remarkable and beautiful one; and occupies a principal 
part of the view of the college hereto annexed. 

The adjcaent town, tho’ diftinguifhed in ' the royal charter as a city, is 
rather a village; owing in a great meafure its exiftence to the ecclefiaftical 
cftablifhments ; whofe influence ftill prevails in the univerfity, and the valuable 
mftitutions it preferves for the education of youth. — One great objeft of attention 
to the inhabitants, is the accommodation of thofe ftudents who have not lodgings 
within the pale of the college walls ; but being lodged fo nearly adjacent to the 
dwellings of the profeflors, they are at all times in a manner immediately 
under their eye and notice; and it is but juft to add, that the utmoft vigilance 
is bellowed, to difcern and carefully regulate the whole tenour of their private 


* This venerable author expatiates with much feeming facred triumph and’pleafure, on the various 
*mbellifhments of the temple, and its numerous altars. Thefe are, in fome points of view, both inte- 
rfiling and entertaining ; and, as connefted with circumftances attending the revolutions which this infti- 
tution has undergone, and too diffufe to be inferted here, form part of the anecdotes, accompanying 
the feals, engraven for the antiquity of this^n umber. 
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conduct ; and to guard and proteft them from the fatal effe&s of th' ■ diffi* 
pation and diffolutenefs of manners, which is too apt to prevail in larger towns, 
and where the conduit of individuals cannot be fo particularly recognized,. 

Whatever the cathedral and canonry may have loft in fplendor as an 
evangelical eftablifhment, by the devaftations attending the hafty and entire 
change of the inftitutions of religion, which occurred here about a hundred and 
fifty years ago; it has not fuflfered in its capacity, as a feat and feminary of 
learning: the profeffors chairs are filled with men of ability, and ftudious to 
djfcharge the important duty of the inftrudtion of youth, with an affiduity and 
zeal worthy of an enlightened rera, and the interefting office which they have 
in charge. 

From the fituation of the college, a kind of retirement is enjoyed, every way 
favourable to erudition : equally at a diftance from the buftle of a commercial 
city, and the diffipations of a crowded and a gay one, that more thorough difengage- 
ment and tranquillity is indulged, fo dfential to the deliberate inveftigation of the 
principles of fcience, and to the fuccefsful profecution of the difeoveries of 
philofophy. 
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Antient State of the Cathedral Aberdeen: 
with the Seals thereof. 

T HIS Cathedral and Canonry, was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Traces of the 
enthufiafm, or peculiar ftrain of piety, which formed the principle of thefe dedica- 
*° prevalent in that age, are obfervable in the writings of its mod refpcdtable 
hiltonans. Boetius, mentioning the early dawn of devotion that illuminated the 
mind of the celebrated Bishop Elphingston, fays, “ One day when at Glafrow 
tt ar ) in .5 no£ / lve y ears he was miffing, and could no where be found, until, 
{< ? icei " diligent fearch, he was difeovered proftrate before the image of the Virgin, 
tf ln . die innermoft chapel of the Cathedral : and it was with much reluctance, and 
u W1£ l tears > when he was taken away, that he left the facred fhrine. This his fo great 
{f ant eai 'ly defire to contemplate that Image, was looked on as an omen of his 
M | uture greatnefs. Another time, when a youth, he had a vifion, that he was on his 
„ kn 5 Jf* im pl°ring the Virgin’s favour ; and ihe vouchfafed a gracious reply, laying. 
« 77 ” V i 1 f n ^° U atta * n die pontificate, for which you are defigned, you fhall aggrandize 
Mv Altars, and reftore the ancient fplendor of My Temples.” 

The above hiftorian is diffufe in his narrative of the fulfilment of thefe predictions ; 
ant gives a copious detail of the noble additions which he made to the facred build- 
^ngs, and of the very opulent manner in which he endowed and adorned the Cathedral. . 
^ conference of his admiration of thefe, he is almoft as full and particular in diftin- 
guilhing ms more remarkable embellishments, as are the facred writers in recording 
the ftniCture and hallowed contents of the SanCtuary and Temple of Jerusalem! 

1 he minifters of the lacred communications, faw the importance of.thefe brilliant ap- 
pendages of piety, wherewith religious rites were celebrated, in a fuperior point of 
view to what we can do now. There was a fymbolical fplendor in them, which filed 
a we, and gave an inviting aggrandizement to the offices of devotion. It was more- 
ewer to that profound veneration wherewith thofe pompous and myfterious rites were 
received, that the Catholic Church was indebted for the honorary emoluments, and 
tributary offerings, fo liberally beftowed by the princes and nobles of that a«e. 

The pious author of the memorials alluded to, feems to dwell with luxurious de- 
votion on the profufion of ornament and imagery; and on the richnefs of the facred 
veftments, with which the evangelical rites were then folemnized. " This ma<mifi- ■ 
f< cent church and choir were hallowed with twelve marble altars finely pohlhed 
<f and carved, and adorned with holy images, ftatues of faints, pictures, carpets, and 
„ nangmgs. ^ In the tapeftries furrounding the altars, were wrought the hiftories of 
< c £ n e Buffed Virgin, and of many faints and holy perlonages. There were banners 
« fine for folemn proceffions, crowns of gold, and mitres fet with pearls and pre- 
« . C10us ftones i croziers and rods of filver. The robes and mantles of purple and fine 
« iine /h were embroidered at the fides with figures of faints and angels, fet round with 
various gems and ftar6 of gold.” 

From amid three hundred articles particularly fpecified and deferibed in the inven- 
ones the three , bowing, only, are produced ; as lufficient to form an eftimate, and 

cHl • e aaec i uare idea °f tiie treafures devoted to the aggrandiz-ement of the 
urch, in that its raoft flourilhing asra in Scotland, intra ann. 1 500 and 1600. 

A fuperb Eucharist, or expositorium *, of filver, elaborately carved, and overlaid 
Wlth gold, two cubits high. 

A chalice and its patine of pure gold, fet with diamonds and large rubies ; 

height fifty-nine ounces. 

An image of the Bleffed Virgin Mary, offolid filver, weight 114 ounces. 
c j b rom man y concurring circumftances it is evident, that at the above tera the pre- 
0lIS metals, or money, were at leaft ten times their prefent value; the above articles, 

* See Antiquity, N" 14, 
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therefore, by a moderate computation, were equivalent to £, 500 fterling.—- 1 The ftlver 
work alone, employed on the embellilhraent of the altars, for the facred utenfils, & c * 
was confiderably above a hundred weight ; from which, and a right elaborate eftunate 
of the jewels, ornaments, infignia, and plate of the Cathedral, they mull altoge- 
ther have exceeded ten thousand rounds fterling value ! 

Amidft all this parade and fplendor, the mvftical divinity prevailed. The very bells 
were call with words in their mouth, as if animated and founding the voice of piety > 
and were named after the angels. 

One, called Gabriel, was furrounded with the appofite text, 

Lo! I PROCLAIM UNTO YOU GLAD TIDINGS ; — GLAD TIDINGS UNTO ALL 
PEOPLE ! , 

Another, named Michael, aflumes the voice of the archangel; exprefling ana 
exemplifying the divine command. 

Make a loud noise unto God! praise him acceptably with a solemn 

sound. 

A third, in language more appropriate, perhaps, tells its various office. 

I celebrate the Sabbath : proclaim the solemnities of the sanctuary • 
and sound the funeral knell *. 

A fourth rings an ejaculation to the V irgin : 

Protege precor, pia, quos convoco, Sancta Maria ! 

Which has been paraphraled in a manner that does full juftice to the original : 

Plail! Holy Mary ! — at the infpiring found 

Afiembling crowds convene to prayer and praife : 

Blefs thou the pious, who thy fhrines fur round ; 

For this to Heaven My folemn voice I raife. 

An infcription of a correlponding ftrain, was placed over the gate that led into j 
court of the Cathedral f, on a piece of fculpture reprefenting the Virgin with the chi 
Jefus in her arms, and as patronefs of the canonry. Verfes of a fimilar nature wit 
the above, and which give a fublimity to the turn of thought, concifely exprefled in t 
Latin, are not foreign to our purpofe, and may be therefore acceptably repeated here. 

See ! o’er the gates that to thefe altars lead, 

Maternal Deity her love difclofe ! 

Let all who feek thefe facred courts to tread, 

On love divine their pious hopes repofe. 

Dare not approach ; — unlefs with holy care 
You to the glorious Virgin fay. All hail ! 

But if the hallowed name you thus revere. 

Your prayers, your w : fh for accefs, fhall prevail. 

Thefe yield us ftrong expreffions of the peculiar enthufiafm, fo prevalent in that £ ra j 
which blended the adoration of Mary with every facred thought ; and finally P roVC 
fo fatal to the Catholic caufe. _ , 

It is not a little remarkable, in evidence of this, that in the charter granted J 
King James IV. devoting ample territories to the church, and confirming all the ^ 
ligious efhbliffiments of the Cathedral and See of Aberdeen, there is no expreffioWj _ 
his piety to the Supreme Being, nor of veneration to the Messiah and Son of 
but only — “ For the special devotion which we bear to the most glori 
st Virgin Mary ! in praise and honour of HER; we grant, &c.” ( . e . 

The too dittinguifhing charafteriftic of the Catholic faith, at this tera, was this P _ 
eminent devotion to the Holy Virgin, and confequent veneration of her i ta r y 
Sculptured and painted reprelentations of the Virgin and Child, appeared on e 


* Sabbato pango— Solennia clango — Funera plango. 

f Hac ne vade via, nisi dixeris Ave Maria ! 
Invenies Veniam, sic sai.ut.indo Mariam. 



public monument and at every fa c red fhrine. Thefe, at lead: at firft, were harmlefs 
memorials of divine truth: fet up as a repeated annunciation of one of the primary myf- 
teries of the Chriftian faith : — an explicit reference to the firft principle of evangelical 
belief : was efteemed from the earlieft ages, as the moil hallowed fymbol cf “ The 
beginning of the gofpel of Chrift.” 

it is an engaging reprefentation in itfelf and was confecrated to religion in primae- 
val rites, before the light of the gofpel dawned . 

“ A beautiful female carefling an infant,” fays an eminent Antiquarian, “ is one of 
<c the happieft fymbols of that kind and intelligent Nature, which nouriihes the uni- 
<£ verfe. This was fculptured on Egyptian monuments, and placed in their fan Chi a - 
cc ries, as conveying the moft grateful idea of that affectionate care which cherifhes 
tc the creation, conlidered as the offspring of God and under the guardianfhip of pa- 
tc rental goodnefs.” 

It is evident thefe fublime ideas of the mofl momentous principle of natural religion 
blending with evangelical truths, contributed to that deep homage, wherewith tire fta- 
tues of the Virgin were regarded; and perhaps intelligent men, judging that the Mother 
of our Lord appeared a more accefiible objeCt of popular devotion, and that piety to 
her was more eafily apprehended and expreffed, than veneration towards the Supreme, 
Effential, Univerfal Caufe ; indulged an opinion fimilar to that of a modern traveller, 

' equally remarkable for found fenle and ingenuity ; who, fpeaking of the enthufiafm of the 
Italians, fays, “ What a hard-hearted thing philofophy is ! requiring of the world, a 
<c worlhip fo purely fpiritual, that the generality of mankind know not where to fix the 
“ affeCtions of their hearts in prayer : but fet before them a beautiful woman with a child 
<c in her arms, to whom they may prefer their petitions ; and they then know what they 
are about,” 

But whatever the fpeculative opinions actually were, their various energy was con- 
fpicuous in exciting and preferving alive, for many ages, a pre-eminent degree of 
veneration for the perfon and the ftatues of the Holy Virgin, 

And whatever the gradations may have been, in the change of the prevailing fpirit of 
enthufiafm, which occafioned fo complete a reverfe in the fyftem of religious tenets, 
as fubverted, during the former century, the whole order of the Catholic eftablifhments in 
North Britain ; it is apparent that the firft violence of the reforming zeal was directed 
againft thefe ftatues. 

If the leaders of the ecclefiaftical revolution confidered the profound refpeCt paid to 
the Virgin Mary, as any thing derogatory to the pure worfhip of the omnipotent; 

J t offers a grand apology for their indignation and refentment; and is almort fufficient 
to authorize their laying wafte thole altars, which they looked on as trophies of a fyf- 
tem, which divided the homage due to God alone. The acknowledgment of one su- 
preme being, has often proved the moft powerfully actuating principle of the human 
mind ; and when brought into competition with all the influence of the world obftruCt- 
lr >g its progrefs, has been found to triumph in the moft confpicuous and diftinguifhed 
manner. 

But alas ! the praife of that fublime view cannot be, without humiliating limitations, 
granted. 

In many refpeCts the deftroying zeal of the conceived reformation, was a blind and la- 
mentable phrenzy, involving equally in the devaftations which it occafioned to the fhrines 
°f Mary, the moft facred monuments raifed in honour of the great author of Chriftia- 
nity. And it is remarkable that this was not only the occafional effeCt of popular tu- 
mult, but likewife proceeded from the maxims that fwayed the councils of the power - 
ml and the learned. 

, The cold deliberation wherewith they fet about defacing the memorials of “The 
^ame, and of the Cross and Passion of our Lord — as a teftimony of their zeal for 
rnterefts of his gofpel— is one of thofe inexplicable phenomena in the religious and 
moral world, which often elude our underftanding. 

D d 


« The 


<c The principal of the College of Edinburgh — with the prefbyterian clergy; aided 
tc by barons of the realm and military officers j held a committee at Old Aberdeen, 
“ Auguft 5, 1640. And ” (as a nearly cotemporary writer tells, in a fimple and artlefs 
narrative*)— “ Thereafter came to the Cathedral church with wrights and mafons, 
“ and caufed our Bleffed Lord Jefus’s arms j to be hewn out of the front of the pulpit, 
“ and from other parts of the church, where they were carved on ftone ; — and to take 
" down the ftatue of the bleffed Virgin Mary, and her dear Son Jefus in her arms; 
“ which ftood in curious work at the weft end, unmoved till then. And ga ve 
" orders to Colonel Forbes to fee thefe things done j which he with all diligence obeyed, 
“ and caufed to chifel out the name of Jesus, drawn cypher- ways, IHS, i. e. J e J uS 
“ Hominum Salvator , on the front of the ifle, oppofite to the confiftory door. 

“ And on the ancient Town Crofs, there were fculptures of the Bleffed Virgin M&J* 
* c which they defaced j and the crucifix on the top was broken down ; and where 
“ there were any crucifixes in the glafs windows of honeft men’s houfes, they demolilh' 
“ ed them. — And brake down the high altar, the carved crowns and ornaments thereof, 
“ curioufly wrought of fine wainfcot ; for within Scotland there was not a more excellent 
“ piece of workmanlhip. — And the workmen would not put to their hand to take it 
“ down, until the faid minifters put theirs firft, and then the work was done.” 

This memoir is fufficient to ffiew the progrefs of the defolating tranfattions of that 
gloomy period, and how little the fpirit breathed in them, that animates the Proteftanf 
language now ; fuch as gives energy to the pious contemplations of Dr. Blair : — “ Th e 
“ Cross, from the death of Christ, became the fymbol of every thing holy and clivin e 
“ to all fucceeding generations. Inftead of being a reproach to his followers, it was, 
<c indeed, their boaft and glory, it was the enfign of renown to the Lord Jesus j and 
<c was therefore, thenceforth, to ffiine on churches and on palaces, throughout all th 6 
“ earth:— ’T was to be emblazoned on the ffiields, and affumed as a mark of difti nC ' 
“ tion by the moft powerful monarchs, and to wave in the banners of viftorioc 5 
“ armies.” 

Religion, of all things in the world, merits the utmoft pomp and fplendor to be gi ven 
to the celebration of its rites: and, where they do not withdraw the mind from the g reat 
objedt of devotion, have been encouraged in every enlightened age. 

Without any great predileftion, therefore, for the myfterious grandeur of fymboj 5 ’ 
admiration of thofe fubjedls which have engaged the abilities of the firft artifts of 
world, would caufe lome regret of thofe defolations, which configned to oblivion fo mafff 
monuments of venerable antiquity. And fome mournful reflections on the inftabiW 
or human good, are fcarce to be avoided by the fenfible fpeflator, wlio views the 1° 
many magnificent ruins of Cathedrals, and ftately churches, which once adorned tb lS 
country. 

It is indeed true, that inftitutions for diffufing knowledge, and for training y° ut ^ 
to fill tlie various departments of the liberal profeffions, muft be feen equally hffP° r ' 
tant, whatever the form that religious rites and ceremonies affume j — the feini nar ^ 
of learning, tlierefore, and the endowments for the purpofes of erudition, connected wtf 
die Cathedral and Canonry at Aberdeen ■, had happily influence fufficient to prevent 
from that total defolation, which fo many other ecclefiaftical eftablifhments 
perienced. ******** 

The greater part of the figures on the feals are of evident allufion. 

1 he Virgin and child, with the ftatues of faints fupporting their throne, need no c0[Tl 
ment. And the cherubs kneeling to the fame perfonages crowned, on that ofK Yrl1,0 1 
exemplify the oracle, « Let all the angels of God worffiip him.” e 

Some of the concomitant fymbols — and the figures on the other feal — are off* 10 
obfeure origin j or the facred reference is drawn from confiderations more rem ot: 
which may be refumed on fome future occafion. 


* Orbms. MS. printed alfo in Bibl. Topo. Britan. N° III. 

t Shields containing the fymbols of the Paffion— a fpecimen of which was given in the former 
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Aggregate of CORALS, SERPULsE, &c. 

<c r P HE deepS the ocean teem witJl m 7 riads °f animated being, which fabricate 
c X their feveral lodgings with infinitely fine expreffions of Sill and eWmre 
** oftafte.” &ance 

It is certainly an objeCt of fome curiofity, in the delineations of natural hiftory, to 
reprefent the cafual arrangements, and remarkable combinations of corals, fhells, and 
ferpulas, which are found adhering together, and on ftones dredged up in deep water j 
becaufe thefe natural arrangements can be but very leldom feen ; — and it is with the 
utmoft difficulty that they can be preferved, even for the cabinets of the moft curious. 

The very tender and delicate nature of the finer corals, render it a difficult charge 
W tranfport them from one place to another, in any kind of package, unlefs In 
etached pieces ; fuch an aggregate as that from whence the drawing of the plate was 
taken, is fcarcely to be found in the firft mufeums of Europe-, it was therefore thought 
expedient to exhibit it, in this elaborate manner, as a fpecimen of thefe very beautiful 

combinations, which the variety of marine productions affume in the deep recedes 
°f the ocean. r 

Thofe who are inclined to amufe their leifure hours with fpeculation on thofe won- 
derful energies of life, that fill the inacceffible grottos of the deep with arrangements of 
Uch exquifite workmanfifip, have in this, fome evidence of thofe fubjedls of admira- 
tion, wherewith the beds of the ocean teem,. 

Such an aggregate of ornamental fabrics, with all their inhabitants alive, is perhaps 
«ne of the fined fpeftades in the natural world ; and on which, microfcopic attention 
beftowed, may yield a feries of endlefs entertainment. We furvey with equal ffirprife 
a nd pleafure, the inexplicable contrivances of nature, in the manner of life, and texture 
of thefe beautiful productions. The operation of their various inftinCts, is an engaging 
theme of reflection ; but, like many other fources of intellectual enjoyment, we hardly 
attain to the caufes from whence the pleafure ultimately fprings. 

Elegance and beauty of form naturally attraft our notice, and inlpire with joy. 
Perhaps by impreffing the idea of an infinite excellence, and capacity of defign, un- 
folding and exprelfed by all that we admire. 

The peculiarities of their organifaticn, determines the part they are to aCt; the wonders 

t iey are to perform, in the general embellilhment of the fubmarine regions ; but there 

f° me inexplicable skill, the origin of adapting their organs to the little fphere 
of duty and exiftence, which they are appointed to fill ; and dilpofing their ftruCture to 
ta fte that fhare of comfort which their fituation allows them to enjoy. 

The defires implanted in them, aCting on the peculiar organifation affigned to each, 
Pom them on to various aCrion, and to induftrious perfeverance in their enterprizes, 
u ntil the purpofes of their being are fulfilled. 

In their works of ingenuity, as well as in their exertions and contrivances to attain 
tneir daily food, they evidently aft as if they diftinCtly knew what would be the 
^fult of their feveral plans and operations. They proceed, as if in confequence of 
reaf °nings the moft profound and as if actuated by conclufions fcientifically drawn- 
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from experience and accurate obfervation. Were they re a Ton able creatures, ration 
beings, what various inftruCtion would be neceffary to regulate thefe operations . 
To what univerfity could they go ? at what feminary of learning could they be 
taught all the fkill in phyfics neceffary to direct their conduit ? Yet all this profound 
erudition they have attained ; and we are equally aftonifned at their capacities, an 
mafterly performances, when they employ them — and our aflonifhment can only en 
by admitting of the fchool, where they have learned their arts and ingenuity. cc ^heY 
•“ have received inftruCtion, and have been informed, by One who hath taught tne 
“ fparrowtofind out a neft— and made the ftork to prepare a dwelling, where fo L 
“ may rear her young.” 

The very beautiful and uncommon fpecies of coral reprefented at E, E, are genera- y 
of a very pure white, fometimes a little inclining to ftraw colour; the final 1 pot- » 
like radiated dots, which exprefs the openings of their cells, arc fo fimilar to thofe 0 
the larger coral, to which they adhere, that it feemed unnecefiary to add their magnfo e 
appearance. 

In the larger bulhes of the more maffy coral, thro’ all the cavities formed by ^ 
inofculations of the furrounding branches, variety of the more minute and tender k ;, y 
.are formed ; taking advantage of thofe recedes, as the molt fecure and fafe abofo^ 
where their brittle frames can be reared and defended from external violence : an 
this affemblage of the minuter corals of various forms, all excelling in beauty, of 1110 
delicate texture, and the pureft white, affords in itfelf a mufeum — where the l ecr 
nnfoldings of nature open a fource of filent wonder, and indulge, by an inexpli ca 
charm, fome of the fineft feelings of the human heart. 

The Striated Lepas*, are found in great abundance, adhering to the fhells of S'- 1 
pulse, and to the coralline tubes; as on the fcolopendra at a. a. The animal of fob- 
multivalve, (which can only be feen alive during its very rapid movements, inhafo 1 ? 
iuftenance from the tide, by careful and repeated obfervation) is of the form expi' e L 
in the plate at A. Its numerous curling tentacula are feathered along the fides, 
doubt, on purpofe the more effectually to arreft diofe atoms floating in the w 3 ce ’ 
which conftitute its nourifliment. * ^ 

The animals of the fcolopendra tubes are various in form and appearance ; t ^ e y > 0 f 
at B feems effentially different from the fpecies delineated in N° 5. Over the en 
the tube C, the corals have* effectually fpread their dwellings, and by that encroa*- 
ment have ended the life of the inhabitant. 

Thefe combinations of corals, fliells, &c. in their natural and wild arrangemen * 
have feldom been reprefented with fuitable care; yet are certainly of importance; 
affording a more complete idea of their manner of growth and life, than the delfo^ 
tions of each individual fubjeCt, feparate and apart, can do. The exhibiting 0 
modes in which they are combined by nature, their relations and affinity, gives C T 
as far as poflible, for the fame variety of reflection, of amufement, and of admit* ^ 
as poffeflion of the original fpecimens could impart ; and for that end, therefore; 
here offered to view. 


* Br. Zool. Vol. iv. PI. xxxvii. 
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REMAINS of the ROYAL PALACE 


* 


OF 

$ 

KILDRUMT CASTLE. 

T HIS noble ruin is fituated in the interior parts of Aberdcenjhire, commanding 
the fertile provinces of the ancient county of Mar. It is about twenty- 
miles above the town of Huntly, and as far beyond Inverary and Kinton. On ap- 
proaching the rifing ground which the caftle occupies, its whole appearance is {hik- 
ing and majeftic. 

The fullen grandeur of its decaying walls and mouldering tow’ers, command a. 
folemn refpeQ:; and one can hardly fail to enter with awe, into the lofty and def- 
lated courts, of that once fo fplendid and fumptuous habitation. — To pervade the 
deferted and mofs-grown halls, where princes oft had met, to weigh the meafures 
of ftate, or hold the gay caroufal ; and where now nothing but fdence and de- 
flation reign, imprefles fuch ideas of the tranfient eftate of human life and all 
its vanities, as infpires that degree of fo lemnity of thought, which fupplies the mind 
with fome confcious greatnefs, in contemplating its own compofure, amid the 
memorials of the perifhable eftate of all human grandeur. 

The ftile of the whole building is truly fuperb and majeftic, equally expreflive 
of a princely tafte, in confulting its magnificence, as of cautious regard to its fe- 
curity, and defence as an impregnable and fpacious fortrefs. 

The buildings arranged in form of a pentagon, are defended at the angles, by 
very ftrong and lofty towers ; the ftrength of the towers, and their pofition and 
eonftru&iorv for flanking the walls, feem fuperior to what could be thought 
neceffary before the ufe of cannon; and the grandeur of its ample plan could 
correfpond with nothing elfe, than its being defigned as a principal residence and 
palace to the Kings of Scotland, where they might fafelv keep their court in the 
molt troublefome times. 

The court within is fpacious, where hundreds of men might be trained, 
and various recreations indulged. 

Religion was equally revered and countenanced in their palaces, as the height- 
ner of their quiet enjoyments, and their conflation in trouble and diftrefs. A 
peculiar kind of columns, and vaft length of windows, in a fuperb edifice on 
the eaftern fide, fhew the auguft ruins of the Temple where the Altars were 
placed, and where the offerings of their devotion had been paid. Thefe facred 
walls barely retain the veftiges of the carvings which had embellifhed them, and 
are tumbling, with the reft of the pile into one common ruin. 

Many inftances occur in Caledonian annals, which fhew the importance of Kil- 
drumy Castle, during intcftine commotions and feats of arms. Owing to its 
peculiar ftrength and fituation of fecurity, it often became a fortunate afylum to 
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many noble famines, who otherwife too often fhared with their Lords, the 
horrors of civil war. 

When the forces of King Robert Bruce were routed at Methven , by the Earl 
of Pembroke, and the king retreated with the remains of his army, the ladies his 
relations crowded to his flandard for protection from the enemy ; and for the fake 
of that advantage, offered to partake of his fatigues and dangers, and to follow 
his fortunes, however fevere. But he enjoined them rather, to confult their eafe 
and fafety, by retiring to bis Gaftle of Kildrumy, which he continued to efteem 
impregnable, and a place of thorough fecurity. 

When Edward III. wifhed to have the kingdom of Scotland annexed to 
his crown, and for that purpofe invaded it, the adherents of King Robert de- 
fended this fortrefs againft the enemy during their moft fuccefsful inroads; and 
thence confiderably harraHed them, and counteracted their defigns. 

In 1333, Kildrumy Palace was occupied by the venerable Christiana 
Bruce, filter of Robert I. which, her allies and friends aided her to defend 
againft all the attacks of the enemy, fo that file was left in peaceful poffeffion of 
the furrounding country. 

The Earl of Athol courted the favour of Edward, and defirous of fhewing 
his zeal, and of performing fome diftinguifhed fervice, to promote his defigns on 
Scotland, thought no enterprize could be better calculated for that end, than 
that of feizing on the Caftle of Kildrumy, and giving the command of it to 
the Deputies of the King. 

He inverted it in November, 1335, with three thoufand men, and befieged it for 
fome time without effeCt ; but finding that a body of fome forces approached to 
its relief, he raifed the fiege, that he might go forth to fight, and to difperfe them- 
On this the garrifon fallied out on his rear, while the other fmall army attacked 
with fuch violence, that the Earl was cut off, and moft of his followers fell the 
fame day. 

From his defeat and death in the Fields of Ki lb lain, the fpirit of Indepen- 
dence fo far revived, that Edward is faid, fecretly to have fighed for an ho- 
nourable opportunity of making peace with a Nation, whom he found neither bis 
power nor his policy could fubdue. 

Such recollections, of the importance of this Royal Palace, as a place. 01 
ftrength and moment in the conflicts of thefe diftraCted times, and the remem- 
brance of the variety of fates, its Poffeffors often experienced, all confpire to ren- 
der a furvey of the Ruins more interefting, and heighten the ferious- impreffi° D 
which the Remains of its auguft ftruCture leave upon the. mind. 
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THE DREAM: 


A Title given to the wild Windings of a Glen, in the AIRD, or 

STRATH-GLASS, ROSSHIRE. 


T HE mountainous fcenery, beyond Invernefs, where the towering fkirts of that 
county rife into the high lands of Rofsfhire, is extremely magnificent, pi&u- 
refque, and wild. The deep vallies and rugged glens of the weftern hills, above the 
Abbey of Beaulieu, yield many of thefe romantic fcenes, which would afford 
the choiceft fubjeQs for the pencil of fuch Artifts as delight in the wilder profpefts 
of Nature — in thofe grand combinations of precipices, woods, and torrents, which 
eonftitute the nobleft ltile of Landfcape. 

From one finking opening of the various profpeft among the rocky paths of the 
fteep banks of the river Beaulieu, Ailed the Aird, or heights from the midfl of that 
peculiarly wild diflri£l of Shath-Glas, called the Dream, the Drawing of the pre- 
fent Plate was taken. Whether it has been called the Dream from a fimilar found, 
of the early language of the country, fignifying, as is faid, its wild and rugged 
appearance ; or if it has been applied, as a vifionary term, to exprefs the romantic 
windings, and the ftrange majeftic profpefls, which open with fuch varied and un- 
common beauty; in the courfe of wandering through the intricacies of the Glen,, 
it may be equally conceived as having reference to thofe grand and unufual fea- 
tures which characterize the place, which in many views faithfully delineated, would 
rather appear the fruits of a lively and daring imagination, than any Landfcapes 
really exifting in Nature. 

Juft at the entrance of the road into the Wild, that is, more properly termed 
the Dream, an intricate footpath leads afide along the margins of a rivulet, pene- 
trating into the fliades of a deep and rugged glen. This glen at length feems ter- 
minated by an inclofure of bold precipices, over which the rivulet plays down in 
feveral ftreams, which, interrupted and fcattered by the broken irregularities of the 
rock, forms a charming cafcade. This piCturefque and beautiful fall of water, in 
fo retired a fituation, is often paffed by without obfervation, even by thofe who 
come purpofely to fee the Dream ; and therefore feemed the more to deferve to-be 
thus particularized ; that fhould any travellers, induced by tafte for the uncommon 
of Landfcape, go to fee the beauties of the Dream, they may not omit to feek their 
way into that folitude, whofe mufical fcenery is rendered more interefting, by the 
inceffant murmurs of that fine cafcade. 

There is a confiderable expanfe of beautiful open country near to Beaufort 
Castle, and through that, one approaches by the moft inviting paths to the 
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Dream ; the effefls of the frefh verdure of the luxuriant fields one leaves in the 
fpreading valley, is heightened and finely varied by the more rude appearance 
which the Landfcape affumes, when arriving at the Rocks of Kilmorach. 

After entering the Dream, the road is fo cut along the deep fides of the hills, 
and often runs fo near the verge of precipices, that the path of the traveller feems 
to overhang the river, roaring at the foot of the cliff. On one hand fallen and de- 
caying trees, in all the hoary greatnefs of neglefled age, withered with the wafte of 
years, and whitening in the fun, add wildnefs and grandeur to the way ; while the fleep 
fides of the oppofite hills, covered to a confiderable height with wood, where the 
fir, the afh, and birch trees, in various arrangements fet off the bold expreffion of 
the bare cliffs appearing between, while the maffes of the grey rock above, inter- 
mingled with the deep purple of the heath which prevails near the fummic, give 
vaft variety to the grandeur and colouring of the profpefl. In one place the river, 
taking a Ridden turn, fweeps round in the fullen eddies of a gloomy pool, and feems 
to paufe a while in folemn filence, in the fhadow of the dark furrounding cliffs ; — - 
then of a fudden burds away into a more ftraight, but rugged channel, and ruffling 
againft the rocks, infulated by its former violence, occafions a deafning roar, 
while it rages along amid the echos of the deep cliffs on either hand. 

When the river is mod fwelled with rains, they take advantage of the encreafed 
torrent, to fioat down the timber cut in the woods, on its -way to the Saw Mill 
below. On thefe occafions, the vad logs of wood, hurled againd the rocks, and 
dafliing on each other as they float along the impetuous waves, encreafe the horrid 
roar of the waters, and render the furrounding feenes more formidable, and conffitute 
an accompanyment fuitably folemn, correfponding with their awfulnefs and gran- 
deur. 

From this wild, majedic feene, a few minutes walk condufls to the opening of 
the hills, which fhews the chearful profpefl of the arable lands around the Saw 
Mill, and Ifland of AgaJ'ch ; that rocky ifland itfelf forms an objeft in the feene 
truly pifturefque ; the rocks interfperl’ed with trees, with variety df wild herbs and 
bullies; the kids and goats fcrambling up, to brouze on the leaves, animating its 
rugged banks, and a trafl of fertile country beyond promifmg more enlivening 
repads, have all a peculiarly intereding and pleafant effefl ; thus burding on the 
view at once, when jud emerged from amidd the gloom of the deferted preci- 
pices of the Glen. Such tranfitions yield fome df the i’weeted recreations which 
the varied profpefl of Nature can afford. 
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ASTACILLiE, PURPLE DORIS, &c. 


T HIS very beautiful clufter of Coralines, full of life, and replete with a num- 
ber of uncommon animals, was this fpring dredged up from the coral ^rounds 
a few leagues from the Coaft of Banff. They were adhering, as expreffed by the 
drawing, to the deferted fhell of a black cockle. The infide of the fhel], which is 
of the pureft white, was perfectly fair and clean ; it had relted on a fine fand, and 
was fmoothed on the edges, by gliding along its furface with the tide. The quan- 
tity of tubular coralines, with the air which they contain when the animals are alive, 
would render the whole mafs eafily floated, with the various fluctuations of the 
ocean. The fpring tides muft produce more rapid movements in the waters of the 
fea, to its greateft depths ; and by that means fuch clufters as the above, adhering 
to fhells and (tones, are fet in motion, w'hich otherwife muit have remained ftill, in 
one individual place. 

Thus the myriads of thofe animals which inhabit the deep, whofe nature it is to 
have a fixed refidence, and no loco-motive power of their own, by their cafual dif- 
pofition in thofe regions, are made to travel from place to place : being by acci- 
dental arrangements affembled on fuch bodies as the waters give them power to buoy 
along, they thence enjoy variety of fituations in the deep beds of the ocean, perhaps 
no lefs neceffary, at lead, no lefs falutary and pleafing, than change of air and cli- 
mate is to terreftrial animals. 

One very lively fpecies of little lobfters, which had taken up their dwelling among 
thefe coralines, feemed on account of its novelty to merit the attention of a parti- 
cular drawing. 

Their general form and appearance in their natural date, and the fize of life, 
are carefully reprefented at a, a, a ; an elaborate delineation of the microfcope, 
after a minute invefligation of the particular ftruClure of its feveral parts, is inferted 
above at a. That will more diftinClly exprefs to the curious the peculiarities of 
the animal, than any fpecific diftin&ions which could be narrated. The eye ap- 
peared as a regular arrangement of bright fpecks, in circular rows, as at the figure 1. 

The diminutive Astacill.e, of the general name of Lobfters, is applied at pre- 
fent, as a common characteriftic, until one more particularly appropriate may be 
fixed on to difiinguifh it by ; for thefe are a fpecies, that do not appear to have been 
yet recognized among the varieties of Britifh infe&s. 

The mod carefully attentive and inquifitive of naturalifts, can only be anfwerable 
for arranging and diftinguifhing thofe fpecies which fall under their notice ; and as far 
as the infinite varieties of life in the deep bed of the ocean are concerned, the molt 
extenfive knowledge can be but partially applied; and when at any time undeferibed 
animals are drawn up from thence, it mull depend more on the fortunate call and 
prog red of the hook, the grapnel, and the line, than on any perfeverance or anxiety 
uf tiiofe, v. ho would wifh by that means to attain new fubje&s of admiration. 


The Astacill^e, having their residence among the tender corals, which can only 
fpread their beautiful forms in the calm and tranquillity of thofe regions of the deep, 
where winter (forms never have power to agitate the bottom, they only can be brought 
afhore with thofe peculiar cluders of coralines among which they dwell ; and the 
many chances againft falling in with any one rare and particular fpecies, in the wide 
extent of thefe their dwellings, fo remote from human eye, is an obvious caufe 
why many of thefe have been fo long, and may yet remain, undelineated and un- 
deferibed. 

And had it not been to (lrew the native manner in which thefe elegant produ&ions 
cluder together, the exhibition of them became a kind of necefiary appendage to 
any hiftorical account of the Astacill^;, in like manner as it is efteemed part of 
the hidory of caterpillars and infefls, to fpecify the plants and trees among which 
they refide, or on whofe leaves they feverally feed. 

Having never feen any good engraving of the finely feathered Doris, d, and un- 
certain if there is any to be found, feemed fufficient reafon for giving it a place in 
the annexed plate. Thefe feathers wave in the tide, and aid its progrefs while it 
glides along; as it can only creep by alternately extending and contrafling the muf- 
cular films, which conditute.the (kin of the under part of its body, its movements by 
the above are rendered more eafy : at the fame time, thefe feathers, from feveral 
appearances, feem to involve a fyftem of organs employed for inhaling feme degree 
of nourifhment or refrefhment from the water. 

Every more uncommon variety of Nature, even where peculiar beauty does not 
attrafl. our notice, is fo far engaging, that by the remarks and conclufions which 
they natively fugged, they have been ever found to afford feme of the mod refined 
and intereding pleafures to contemplative minds. 

The contributing in any degree to thefe, is' equally flattering to the efforts of 
genius, as it indulges the mod enlarged philanthropy, and mod elevated gratitude o> 
the human heart, » 
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CATHOLIC SEALS. 

Of the Homage paid to the VIRGIN MARY. 


O N every Seal belonging to the Cathedrals, Canonries, and Monafteries, elta- 
blifhed in North Britain, during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries ; 
that asra, when the Catholic Inftitutions prevailed, in full influence and fplendor ; 
on all the feals, as well as on the other moft facred monuments of the Church, the 
Holy Virgin is the moft diftinguiflied Perfonage; to her the Pontiffs kneel, 
the Saints bend to invoke her name, and adoring Angels guard her throne. She 
is feated on the moft fplendid tabernacles, crowned with various diadems, compofed 
of the moft hallowed fymbols ; amidft wreaths of ftars and facred rays, expreffive 
of univerfal dominion, benevolence, and power. 

Some exceedingly interefting fpeculations of divine Truth mull have given rife 
to fo extraordinary an application of the Evangelical records. It may not, there- 
fore, be unworthy of the difcerning eye of philolbphic enquiry, to examine, by 
careful and deep refearch into antiquity, from whence this fo furpriflng veneration 
fprung. 

This fubjeft deferves our attention the more, as the homage in queftion was 
not only the well cultivated fruit of popular enthufiafm, but a devotion that arofe 
from tenets of the Church, examined and authorized by men of enlightened un- 
derftandings, and eftablifhed with all the wifdom and knowledge, which the facred 
Hierarchy could beftow on a fubjeft of fuch divine importance. Their deep and 
foaring fpeculations in the fifth century gave rife to the fo celebrated Nestorian 
Controverfy, on the event of which the fates of a great part of the Chriftian world, 
in the moft interefting and momentous point of view, for a long time depended. 
On the ifl’ue of that controverfy, Nestorius, though highly eminent for the fub- 
limity of his piety and do&rine, and long diftinguifhed as a faithful and ftudious 
pallor of the Church, fuffered the moft humiliating difgrace and banifhment, be- 
caufe he would not in his liturgies admit of the Virgin Mary’s being ftiled the 
‘‘Mother or God.” While St. Cyril, equally at leaft, diftinguiflied for the 
extent and brightnefs of his underftanding, as for the finccrity and purity of his 
faith, owed in a great mealure, the lading honour of his canonization — to that 
zeal wherewith he had defended the indifpenfible importance of the homage due to 
the Holy Virgin. This aifo fixed him in the patriarchal throne of Egypt, where 
he rivalled the fplendor of wearing an imperial diadem. And that defence of 
the Divinity of the Virgin Mary was made by him, and by his followers, 
with all the light and aid which they could derive from the moft daring refearches' 
of philofophic knowledge and difeernment, applied to the Divine Adminiftrations 
and Government of the Univerfe. * 

But it is not our purpofe in the following illuftration, to enter on the argu- 
ments wherewith the above doQrine was fupported, or whereby it was oppofed ; 
but to examine what influence the more hallowed fymbols of the Egyptian Fanes, 
and the sacred Mysteries of the Gentile world had, in blending it with the prin- 
ciples of the Evangelical Faith. “ To unveil the hidden wifdom of the Holy Ora- 
“ cles, imparted by the primaeval hieroglyphics, and to unravel the facred nature 
" of the communications given in the Myfteries of the San&uary ; thefe are the 

* See Boyle’s Diet, — Art. Neftorias. 
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“ two great points on which our ftudy of antiquity ought to turn, in order to attain 
" any adequate knowledge of their Theology." 

This opinion of a great and learned Divine,* equally refpeflable for extenfive 
erudition, profound dilcernment, and exalted piety, appears of fuch real confe- 
quence to the developement of the truths of Divinity, which took place in early 
ages, that it {hall be moft ferioufly obferved, and with careful attention followed 
in thefe lucubrations. 

Of all the obftru&ions to diftinfrt knowledge that occur, when inveftigating the 
Theology of Antiquity, the Myfteries of Perfonification yield the molt perplexing 
labyrinth, in whole deep and intricate windings, it is molt difficult to find the per- 
fe6t way. The Light of Divinity which fhines beyond, often fcarce, has power to 
clear away the phantom of the intermediate gloom. 

The quotation has already been given from an eminent Antiquarian deeply verfed 
in hieroglyphical wifdom, — <f That a beautiful Female, carefling or fuckling an In- 
“ fant was one of the happieft fymbols of that Kind and Intelligent Nature, 
“ which with fond attention to its welfare, nourifhes the Univerfe. This was fculp- 
“ tured on Egyptian Monuments, and placed in their Sanctuaries, as conveying the 
“ moft grateful idea of that Affectionate Care which cherilhes the Creation, 
“ confidered as the offspring of the Supreme Perfection, and under the Guardian- 
“ {hip of parental Goodnefs. 

“ Thefe fublime ideas of the moft momentous principle of Natural Religion, 
“ blending with Evangelical Truths, contributed in part to that deep homage, where- 
“ with the Statues and Paintings of the Holy Virgin were regarded." 

But in ancient Sculptures and Paintings alfo ; and even in the language of the 
facred writings correfponding with thefe, the fymbol of the Church of God is fo 
characterized, as greatly to refemble the above ; and their emblematical attributes 
are often fo blended, that it is difficult to determine to which the allufions are moft 
appropriate. 

The abftraCf idea of the Church of God, or of that fyftem of Divine Truth, the 
adoption of which conftitutes the Communion of the Faithful, when perfonified, 
was from earlieft ages inverted with every fymbol held in deepeft veneration. 

During the reign of hieroglyphical wifdom this was pre-eminently evinced in the 
myfterious ftatue of Isis, which hallowed the Egyptian Fanes. This fymbolical 
Perfonage, in its facred and original grandeur, compofed of the moft precious me- 
tals, inwrought with the brighteft and moft valuable gems, was cloathed with fym- 
bols of the patronizing Care, and parental Providence of an all-gracious Deity? — 
Hieroglyphics of every more facred aphorifm, of every holy law, which the united 
wifdom of ages had eftablifhed, was fculptured o'er this myftic Form, and charac- 
ters, expreflive of the Divine Attributes, were written on hervefturejt and this 
myfterious Isis became as the Tabernacle where the Word of God was enfhrined, 
the fymbolical reprefentation of Providence, and of the Pieties that conciliate the 
Divine favour. 

The enfigns of Eternal Life, and Omnipotence, and other glories of the ineffa- 
ble Crown, bore allufion to that Great Being, which was, and is, and i s 


TO 


* Bifhop Warburton. 

J St. James’s Liturgy— Litany of the Holy Virgin of Loretto, &c. 


to come;* the knowledge of whom as the Univerfal Parent, was by thefe communi- 
cated in the folemnities of the Temple. And it is evident, how confpicuoufly thefe 
were the original Types of the Myftic Attributes, wherewith the early fculptures 
ef the Virgin were inverted, as mentioned in the beginning of this Effay. 

Moreover, in thofe ages the facred Oracles could not be known, but by bend- 
ing before the Throne of that refplendent Image ; it was therefore devoutly re- 
vered. When the initiated, in their folemn rites had the illuftration of thefe facred 
fymbols rehearfed, this being to them, the Revelation of the Word of God, and 
manifeftation of every divine Truth, it could not but excite the deepeft veneration ; 
which time had not wholly done away, when the Evangelifts were fent forth to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of Salvation; and gave the dofilrines of their great Teacher 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles. 

When, therefore, in the Roman Empire, the Catholic inrtitutions arofe in eccle- 
liaftical fplendor, o’er the auguft remains of the ancient Myfteries, in procefs of 
time it was judged requifite, by fome of the Fathers of the Church, that advantage 
fhould be taken of the deep-rooted reverence for the fhrines of Isis, and accom- 
modated in fome degree the Evangelical folemnities to the prevailing fpirit of De- 
votion, f 

Many of the moll learned of the Chriftian Paftors, faw, with a divine enthufiafm, 
the Symbols of the Ancient Myfteries, as allegorical types, which prefigured, and' 
bore prophetical allufion to the nature of that homage and adoration, which they 
were commiffioned to offer at the Throne of Heaven ; and therefore revived many 
of the Isiac Offices, and fublime terms of primaeval devotion, in the Hymns 
and Addreffes dedicated to the Mother of our Lord ; thefe all equally exprefs their; 
high origin, and the fpirit of that adoration, which was authroized as due. 

“ To the Ever Glorious Virgin, the Guardian of Saints and Angels; the 
" admirable Record of Divine Grace ; the confecrated Temple of the Divinity, in 
“ which is the Throne of God. 

“ The Tabernacle of His Word; the Residence of His Wifdom ; the Ark of 
« His Covenant — Incomparably more honourable than the Cherubim and Seraphim 
«« The Queen of Heaven; and cause of Joy to the whole Creation. ’'J 

In the ancient Liturgy of the Church of Jerufalem, indeed, we do not find any 
fuch Addreffes made, nor any fuch exalted epithets bellowed on the Virgin Mary. 
But this only leads to an additional teftimony to the truth of thefe Remarks. 

In Jerufalem, by a particular difpenfation of Providence, the Ifiac Rites and So- 
lemnities had been cautioufly guarded againft. By the profound fecrecy obferved in 
them, they often had become involved in Myftery ; and by the continuation of 
obfeure ceremonies, wherein the Symbols of the Divinity were exhibited and re- 
vered, had been found fraught with ail the illufions of Idolatry. 

The inrtitutions of Mofes, therefore, handed down with hallowed ' care, and the 
appointments of the open homage to the Supreme Being, correfponding with thefe, 
in the Temple of Jerufalem, excluding all fymbolical worlhip, efpecially every fym- 
bolical figure in the human form, had preferved that molt perfefl piety, which not only 

* Such fymbolical reprefentaeon feems alluded to Rev, xix. 1(5. f Isiac Oracle. 

■f See Cafaubon’s 16 fixers, againft Baronius. 
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prepared the way for a grateful and ready reception of the ChrifHan doCtrine, but there 
the evangelical pallors, and followers of Jefus, found no difficulty in eftabiifhing 
offices of that puie and fpiritual homage to a heavenly Father, which he taught; 
and continued the fublime fimplicity of their folemn adorations untainted, and°un- 
mingled with any of the fuperllitious pieties of the Gentile world. 

\\ hcreas in tne Grecian ftaces, and in the Roman empire, the influence of that 
veneration in which the Inftitutes of the Sanfcduary of Elusis, and the edi&s of the 
Delphic Oracle, were held, rendered it very 'difficult to combat fuccefsfully the 
deep-rooted devotion exprelled in their myfleries, to that Perfonage which reprefented 
the omnipotence and guardian care of Providence, and on whom the oracles of 
God were pourtrayed, and from whofe fhrines they were communicated. 

Hence at Ephesus, ages after that fiatue of Diana, which came down from Hea- 
ven,* had been removed from the throne, they recognized their Virgin Patronefs in 
Mary ; and faw that the divine enthufialm and piety of former eeras had but pro- 
phetical allufion to that happier period of time, when the Queen of Heaven became 
revealed in all her primaeval glory. 

Hence the Egyptians, who revered the divine communications of Isis, as repre- 
fentative of the Church of God, the Guardian and Record of the facr«d Oracles, 
when in the fifth century converted to the Chriftian faith, were equally aftonilhed and 
delighted, to lee the lame homage and veneration required of them, to be paid to 
the Holy ViRCiN.f St. Augustine and Cassias, however, more ftrifit in evan- 
gelic principle, lament the unconquerable prevalence of that devotion, which ft ill 
maintained its influence among them, of worfhipping the Divinity, as in a human 
form, notwithflanding the plainnefs and fimplicity of that pure and fpiritual ho- 
mage which their Lord required. 

We have a ftriking inftance in the venerable Serapion, the tutor of St. Cyril, 
how ferious a concern it was in thofe days to relinquilh the fymbois, whereby facred 
knowledge was communicated, and by whofe aid the glories' of the Divine Maiefly 
were revered. J 1 


After his converfion he bewailed the awful deftiny which had excluded every vifible 
fymbol of the Deity from his view; prollrate on the ground, he was heard to ex- 
claim, “ Ah ! wretched man that I am, I am bereaved of the figns by which I af- 
“ pired to the knowledge of God- I fee not now to whom I addrefs my folemn 
“ vows; I know not where to find Him whom I fupplicate, nor perceive where are 
" the glories of the Being whom I adore !” £ 


And yet in future more comfortable periods of his evangelical piety, difeerned 
that, in the Holy Oracles of the Mefliah, whereby ft He Ihewed us plainly of the 
“ Father,” there were far more confolatory truths of God imparted, than all that 
he could have otherwife attained. This at once tends to fhew forth the effential mo- 
ment of the Chriftian doftrine, and the difficulties it had to encounter when promul- 
gated in the world. r 


* Afb x‘x. 


t Hid or. 1. i. Epift. 54. 
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C0RRIAR1CH and GLEN-ISSHJA. 

A YOUNG Lady of confiderable tafte and fenfibility, who paffed over the im- 
menfe mountain Corriarich , on her way from Fort Augujlus to Badmoch, and 
thence vifited Glcv-ifhia, has written a very animated defcription of the journey ; and 
though her letter abounds with more local delineation, and freer Tallies of a lively ima- 
gination than has been indulged, or perhaps was attainable in thefe memoirs ; yet it 
feems to form fo 1'uitable an accompanyment to the romantic view of the annexed 
Plate, that it is chofen to fupply the place of any other account of it that might be 
attempted. 

“ We underftood that our way fouthward towards the Athol mountains and Dun- 
keld, was only to be found by crofting the enormous aggregate of hills, called Corria- 
rieh ; the winding afcent unto the fummit is faid to be not lei's than nine miles ; it tow- 
ered before us indeed, a prodigious height into the Ikv. 

" On this bold enterprize, we fet out with the earlieft morn ; the fun (hone through 
the fogs of the lake,* and enlightening the rugged brows of the mountain, feemed to 
invite us to thefe higher regions, and a purer fky. 

“ We afcended for about an hour and half, by various windings on many a hill, 
and in pafling, looked down into feveral gloomy glens; they were bordered with 
cheerlefs groves of decaying trees, and in their dark receffes the torrents of the 
mountains held a perpetual roar. Some of thefe glens feemed to defeend to an im- 
meafurable depth, and became refolved into difmal gtilphs ; one flniddered to look 
down into the horrible abyfs, as into regions of lafting darknefs, where the fun beams * 
had never Ihone — Some of the gentler declivities of the mountains however, formed 
a kind of open valleys, which wateredby gentler ft reams, were cloathed with frefh 
verdure, and gave a more chearful appearance to the tra&s of parched heath, and 
grey tops of the projefting rocks by which they were feparated. Looking round the 
valt tract of mountainous defert, obfervable from the eminence which we had gained; 

I was not a little pleafed, to obferve a hamlet at the foot of a valt cliff, which pro- 
tefiledit from the North. Even when there is variety of grandeur in the profpebt, the 
imagination is foon tired with afeene totally void of inhabitants : the humbleft cot- 
tage affords the idea offome foci al comfort. On a bench offods near the door of one, 
fat an elderly man, but apparently frefh and vigorous; his countenance would have 
paffed for the prime of life, had not his grey hairs indicated its decline. His one arm 
held a ftately goat, which he regarded with apparent affefition; others of the flock, 
were gathering near, evidently wifhing to (hare in his attention. — In more favourable 
climates, where fhepherds fed their flocks in richer paftures, and found their opulence 
increafe with their profperity ; vie have heard much of their tender attachment towards 
them. But I did not expeft to fee fo much of the paftoral life, in thefe bleak and dreary 
regions. While intent on other interefting circumftances of the hamlet, in this fo ex- 
alted and folitary fituation, I was furprized with the wild mufic of a plaintive fong, ut- 
tered in a clear melodious voice, which commanded a mournfu. attention, and turning 
round, obferved a young damfel in the entrance of a thicket, carelefsly leaning her 
fhoulder againft a tree ; in her hand fire held a broken bough, which at times fup- 
ported her arm, or was waved in air in artlefs attitudes which varied with the fong. 

“ Her head and arms were bare; her black- locks waved in the wind; over her 
fhoulders hung the corner of a plaid, which feemed fligbtly bound about her waift ; the 
whole figure was not ungraceful, but full of wildnefs and rude as the furrounding hills. 

“ There are fongs of tender melancholy, which feem at unifon with the enjoyment 
of rural feenes ; but this was widely different, feemed full of lamentation, of forrows 
irremediably fevere, or broken with few intervals of joy : perhaps was a too faithful 
exprefiion of the dreary viciflirudes of the lot in life to which fhe was configned, and 
of the gloomy grandeur of the feenery to which fhe was innured. Such fituations muff 
unavoidably diffufe a geneial gloom over the fancy, and greatly cloud the finer 
affe&ions of the heart. 

* Lock-Nets 
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“ The very capacities of enlarged phiianthrophy, gratitude and joy, muff lie in a 
manner dormant; and an inextinguishable languilhment for happier days, continu- 
ally excite the fong of woe : while the rude magnificence of the furrounding feenery, 
will be conftantly imparting fomething of their own grandeur, to elevate and pre- 
ferve independant greatnefs of foul. Such fituations have fupplied many of the no- 
ble and interesting images that dignify the fongs of Ossian. 

“ We had Hill formidable afeents inprofpeft, anddeferied the towering fummit of 
the mountain far above, beyond many an intermediate height ; it was involved in 
heavy clouds, and wreathes of milt came rolling down around us. The conden- 
fing fogs came floating on the winds with all the coldnefs aud penetrating damp of 
mingled rain and inow ; we fliuddered with apprehenfion of a general rain. On 
thole bleak and dreary mountains, how much are one’s fpirits in the power of the 
weather. Should the florm prevail, one is left utterly comfortlefs and forlorn. Were 
night to fall down with all its lhades, the phantoms of the defert would be truly for- 
midable: broken rocks and blafled pines, withered with age and mofs, feen by the 
glimple of the moon; while the roar of torrents, and unequal gales of wind howling 
around, would play fome ghaflly meafures on the ear; — how eaftly could imagina- 
tion hear, “ The fpirit of the mountain fhriek, and fee the ghofts of the departed, 
“ becoming from the pafling cloud.” 

“ Thofe chilling blatts that overlhadowed our way, and imprefled us deeply with all 
the terrors of the dreary, though fo elevated folitude, were fortunately of no long 
duration ; we foon got beyond the clouded region, and law the niilly volumes float- 
ing down to the valleys, and encircling the lower hills ; and e’er we reached the fum- 
mit, had the pleafure of looking round us in an unclouded fky. The profpeCt was now 
immenfe, full of tranfporting Sublimity ; the whole horizon round was an arrange- 
ment of diftant mountains, far beyond all poflible enumeration, immeafurably ex- 
tended both to the Weftern ifles, and to the Eaftern Ihore. The intermediate 
clouds concealing fome traCls of country, and in others fcattered and feeming to fup- 
port the loftier hills, gave nobleft expreflion of the immenfe extent of the lower world 
that was in view ; a feene of fuch boundlefs magnificence, now lighted up under an 
azure heaven, and balking in the blaze of the meridian day, was perfeftly enchant- 
ing; our minds fliare the fublimity of a profpeCt partaking fomuch of infinitude, and 
we feel fome wonderful relations to a univerfe without boundary or end. 

“ At the foot of a rock which crowns this higheft mount, there is a well built 
round with hewn (tones, with feats adjacent cut out of the folid rock. Itfeemsan 
intimation to the hardy traveller, that now his labour’s o’er, he may reft, a while, 
and take refrefhment by the limpid Itrcam ! 

“ Our defeent into the oppofite plain * was equally rapid and pleafmg. 

" Through the deep groves of the foreft of Inverisjha , we were conduced by 
winding paths, amid (lately trees, unto the entrance of the glen ; here the wooded foreft 
ends, but opens a feene of furprifing grandeur and beauty. The precipices that are 
the boundaries of the glen, are little elfe than loftv naked cliffs, of the mod pic- 
turefque form imaginable : a number of torrents which dream from the higher parts 
.of the mountains, are here poured with impetuofity over the precipice, and dalhing 
down from (helve to (helve, broken with all the wild varieties of rock, and 
foaming in their fall, exhibit fome of the mod romantic cafcades imaginable. 

" Here andthere fome venerable pines wave among the rocks, and feetned to watch 
over the inceffant murmur of the torrents, as they haften their confluence with the 
.central rivulet; while wreathes of birch trees adorn the gentler declivities, where the 
foundations of the precipices ftretch into the bottom of the glen. Had I feen a faith- 
ful painting oflome of the more remarkable parts of the feenery of the glen, I Ihould 
have admired the ingenuity of the artift’s fancy, but could not have fuppoled it a re- 
prefentation of the real features of nature ; indeed the whole was a fpeflacle (o extra- 
ordinary and unexpected, as I thought could not be fufficiently admired. 

<c After long (haring in the pleafmg enlhufiafm which thele wilds impart, I left 
ihem with regret.” 

* Gasava-mche, the environs oFRuthven Castle, and rout to Inverissa, are next deferibed, 
but have been already fufficiently particularized. 




GOTHIC CHURCH, ABERDEEN. 

I N the flourifhing periods of the Ecclefiadical State in North Britain, when 
the fplendor of the catholic eftablifhments were the pride and glory of the no- 
bility, ample donations of lands were made to the Church for public buildings, for 
the aggrandizement of the altars, and thofe who minillred at them. The pious 
and charitable purpofes to which thefe donations were evidently appropriated, were 
flattering to the devotion .and beneficence of the donors; and they were per- 
fuaded that, by thefe facrifices in fupport of a religion with which the maintenance 
of the poor was intimately connefited, they would not fail to conciliate the divine 
approbation and favor. 

By the revolutions of religious principle which pervaded Scotland two centuries 
ago, that facred zeal completely evaporated ; at lead, its direction was altogether 
changed. 

When by a remarkably ferious combination of circumltances, the greater fim- 
plicity of worfhip adopted, rendered fuperfluous the numerous buildings that had 
been erefiled for the dignified clergy, the lands devoted to them were again re- 
fumed by the knights and nobles, as the reward of the afitive part they took in the 
Reformation. Thus the palaces of degraded bifhops, deanrics, &c. deprived of 
their exiled prote£lors, were left to irretrievable ruin : The finances which had 
fupported their date, foon as underdood to be applicable to fecular purpofes, be- 
came attainable prizes in the lottery of life, and were feized on through various 
pretences, and irrevocably retained by all thofe who had fufficient power in arms, 
or intered with adminidration, to make good the judice of their claim. 

It was, but in a little more moderate manner, accomplifhing a devadation and 
rapine, fimilar to what has of late been perpetrating in France. Such are the re- 
volutions to which all human inftitutions are liable. 

The barbarous policy adopted as a moll efficient council, of dedroying the 
buildings, that they might the more completely reform the worfhip, prevailed to 
the deltruftion of abbies, monafteries, and many cathedrals. The popular proverb 
of the Prefbyterian preachers was, “ deflroy the nelts, and the rooks will fly 
“ away." The revenues of the Church, however, once allocated, fome of the 
places" of worfhip were allowed to remain undemolifhed, and efcaped the general 
ruin. 

The external dru&ure of the fine Gothic building, reprefented by the annexed 
plate, is preferved in a great meafure entire, though long ago defpoiled of its 
internal decorations. 

The plate, paintings, flatues, tapeftries, and all the fplendid enrichments of the 
altar, offered to facrilegious hands a ready prey, and were alienated on the fpecious 
pretext of having favoured fuperllitions, no longer held confident with the pure 
homage to be offered to the Supreme. 

This majedic Edifice would be looked on as a venerable fane in any country, 
or in any age : Its charafiler is that of plain magnificence ; not loaded with deco- 
rations of fculpture ; its grandeur and fimplicity at once awe and charm the fpec- 
tator. The lofty projeftion of the eaft end, which encompaffed the grand altar; 
atid is the front of the prefent view, dill imparts, by its maffy greatnefs, fome idea 
of the folemnity with which it was the defire of the builders thefe fancluaries 
fhould fill the mind. 

It was a noble and exalted opinion at the time, that fwayed the councils of the 
learned and the wife : That the folemnities of the altar became a renewal of the ma- 
nifedations of the Divine Presence in the world ; and that, therefore, the Sanc- 
tuary, wherein was preferved the memorials of this holy light, the Tabernacle of 
the living bread that came down from Heaven, the repofitory of the record of 

the 


the words of Eternal Life, and refidence of the Symbols of God, fhould be 
furrounded with every external enfign of the veneration due to the confecrated 
abode, whence beamed fome virtual communications of the Omnipotence of 
the Deity. They emphatically applied the hallowed beheft from on High : “ In 
“ all places where I record mv Name, I will come unto thee, and I will blefs 
thee” * 

Amid the revolutions of property which the abolition of the Catholic Eftablifh- 
merits oceafioned, it was one of the happieft, that many of the buildings, with 
the excellent gardens and orchards belonging to them, which had been devoted to 
monaftic orders, were converted by George, Earl Marfhal of Scotlandf, (who had 
become Superior, or proprietor of them) into a foundation for eftablilhing a 
college or feminary of learning, where the literature and fciences mod ufeful to 
the riling generation, might be inculcated and taught. This inftitution, fo valu- 
able and important to the country, met with univerfa! approbation, and the Earl's 
judicious and liberal example was followed by many ample donations ; fo that 
now, through the munificence of its patrons, and under royal protehlion, the 
Marischal College ranks as a Univerfity ; where, along with the fciences and 
experimental philofophy, knowledge of medicine, and the Oriental languages, are 
taught. 

It is a good propofal, now in agitation, to add Lectures on Agriculture and 
Botany to the general courfe of education. That the former fhould be under- 
ftood on fcientific principles, is of high importance to the improvement of the 
country. Botany is intimately connected both with agriculture and medicine : 
knowledge of that mult prove of great confequence to all who are to Ipend their 
lives in the country. The general body of the Clergy, as well as the proprietors 
of landed eftates, are therefore particularly interelted in the fuccefs of thefe 
ftudies. 

Befides, the Tons of farmers, by the eafy terms on which attendance at the Col- 
lege is obtained, can eafily acquire that ufeful inftruftion, which might prepare 
their minds for a more judicious application of their induftry and talents. 

The more general diffufion of knowledge, and of the experience from whence it 
is derived, mull confer luperior advantages on youth in all the different walks of 
life. The profperity of a commercial city even is promoted by fuch a Seminary 
of Learning. 

The ftudy of Literature, Science, and Philofophy, open and enlarge the 
mind ; infpire it with more extenfive views, and will not only kindle the fpirit of 
enterprize with an ardour that furpafles the mere calculation of lofs and gain, 
but, where intereft is the only objeft* points out the fureft paths by which it is 
attained, and opens new avenues of acquiring thofe emoluments which an a&ive 
commerce fo wonderfully fupplies. 

The public welfare is therefore very effe&ually confulted, when fuch eftablifh- 
ments are fo conftituted as to affoid an eafy and inviting opportunity of a liberal 
education to as many youth as poftible. It is unneceffary to add how much this is 
the cafe in thofe noithcrn Univerfities. 


* Exod. xx. 24. 
t Anno 1593. 
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Peacocks Feat her Cohballibe tec . 



Peacock's Feather Coralline , See. 

T O what end fuch infinite variety of contrivance and' defign fhould embellifh 
the coral groves of the »cean, that are never vifited by man- Why fitch 
excellence of «ru6Jure fitch elegance of form, fhould have been beftowed on 
produfchons which lie fo remote, almoft for ever hid from rat.onal Ipectators ? 
Why difplays of art all-pervading infinite perfection, fhould be unfolding in the 
unfathomable receffes of the great and wide fea, and its deep inacceffible beds 
be paved with fabrics of fuch incomparable beauty ?— Thefe are mvttenes in the 
Divine Government and order of Providence, which we fhall never, here be able 
fully to explore. *' 

’Pis enough for us to have been rendered capable of revering the incompre- 
henfible fecrets that reign in the councils, which prelerve and beautify the uni- 
verfe. 1 

Although innumerable productions of the deep lie for ever hid from our view, 
yet, human curiofity has deviled variety of means of attaining rich ftores of thefe 
fubjefcts of admiration, wherewith the fubmarine regions teem ; and thereby feems 
to co-operate with fome great fcheme of Nature, gradually to unfold a perpetual 
care bellowed on thole wonderful forms of life, which by their novelty cheri/h a 
rational enthufiafm and delight. 3 


And it is no trivial reflexion, that by the capacities wherewith we are endued 
our extenfive connedion with the fyflem is fuch, that every form of beauty which 
adorns the earth, or embellifhes the depths of the fea, are rendered fubfervient 
to human entertainment, and minifter to our pleafure and joy. 


The principal coral of the Plate, whofe branches, with their cells, bear firon* 
refemblance to the cups and foliage of flowers, was part of a large mais dredged up 
in the North Seas; and being proteBed from external injuries durino the carriage 
and bringing afhore, by ftrong thick-wrought branches of the (amelpecies exlit 
bited on its furface variety of beautiful corallines and tender /hells which are 
not perhaps to be found in any other fituation. The thorny /hell A fo ele«antlv 
windmg round the coral, has not been heretofore accurately’ delineated, nor 
indeed at all figured among thofe of this northern ocean :_The fame obfervation 
feems applicable to feveral other fpecies wherewith the clutter abounds. 

The minute Shell and Coralline at b-i. and a little magnified at b b b and 
the beautiful incruftation formed by the fpreading cells c, c, demand particular 
notice in this relpeci, r 


Notwithftanding the elaborate refearch and inveftigations of the late iufily ce 
lebrated Mr. Ellis, and the immenfe variety of corals and corallines deferibed by 
him, innumerable orders of other forms feem to replenifh the depths of the ocean 
and are now and then occurring among the clutters, which fall 
nation here. 


unaer our exami- 


Many of the cells of the corallines, which form the highly ornamental encruf- 
tations of the coral, pretty nearly correfpond with feveral fpccies ofFtusxRv 
particularized and delineated by him, as at d, d, d, d j but that exceedingly 
; ° n the branch c c ; and highly magnified by careful mfpeafon 

Tuth the firft powers of the microfcope, at c, furely had never been met with by 

I i i ■/ 


him,. 


him, elfe its peculiar elegance of ftru&ure would doubilefs have fo far attraCted 
his notice, that he would not have failed to have given an accurate reprefen- 
tation of it in his plates. As it is, therefore, here firft delineated, and the memo- 
rial of its peculiar ftru&ure preferved by the engraving, it is characterized, 
« Peacock. ’s Feather Coralline;’’ for the refemblance it bears to that beau- 
tiful plumage is more than merely fanciful. 

Every fpecific diftinCtion which may diferiminate individuals among that end- 
lefs diverlity of engaging forms of cells, which thefe wonderful artificers produce, 
becomes an addition to the arrangements in their general hiltory, and widens the 
fcope of our admiration ; which, however kindled, is the molt pleafing fruit, that 
philofophical difeernment of their various ftrufilure and beauty can afford. 

There is a fpecies of very minute and tender bivalve, b-i, which adheres to 
the fides of the coral tubes by a kind of fhort ftalk. This ftalk fupports the un- 
der (hell like a cup, after (on the death of the animal) the upper one has fallen 
away. In thefe cups, the young corals of the more diminutive and delicate or- 
ders, feem to find a favourable refidence to rear their infant tubes. In fome, 
the firft fhoots of fponges were beginning to weave the intricate mazes of their 
web. In the one exhibited in the plate, a very beautiful duller of corals occu- 
pied the whole cavity ; the tubular cells* difpofed with great fymmetry in cir- 
cular rows, produced a very pleafing and ornamental effeft. The tubes are all con- 
neCled at their bafes, as obfervable in the magnified reprefentation b ; and they 
fpread at the mouth into five thorny points, to proteCl the cell ; the various ap- 
pearances which they exhibited in leveral different points of view, are fhewn by 
the figures at e, e. Thefe fmall ftiells, with their ufual contents-, are generally 
fo brittle, that the leaft inattentive preffure would crulh them to powder; fo 
that it is probable they could exift no where but in thofe clofe grottos wrought by 
the ftrong furrounding coral, and confequently are no where elfe to be found. 

It is therefore to be efteemed fo far fortunate, to have fuch large {lores of thefe 
corals at hand, wherein to fearch for new and uncommon fpecies ; and it may 
be readily trufted, that this engaging refearch will not be negkded. 
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Myfteriesy Perfonification of Events , Truths , 


I T may obvioufly occur in looking into thefe Memoirs of Antiquities, that it is not 
merely the plain delineation of the fragments of Ancient Seals, which is the 
principal objedl here in view : the pleafure of the refearch into the more remote 
references of the fculptures on them, has been alfo much indulged. 

The more obvious allufions of lymbollical figures are greatly aggrandized, by a 
careful inveitigation of the Archytypes, from whence they have been originally 
derived. 

As many of thefe have been handed down through fucceffive ages, accompanied 
with various illuftration of their primaeval imports; it is one important view of Anti- 
quarian ftudy, to colleft fome of the fcattered rays of light, which fortunately now 
and then occur to cheer the bewildered fancy, while it wanders in the labyrinth of 
oriental metaphor. 

As many of the Catholic monuments in every country, have their embellifh- 
ments borrowed from the more antient fymbols ufed in the religious rites of the 
Gentile world, fo all thefe had their origin in the Temples of Egypt, that wonder- 
ful fource of faience and theology. 

The developement of the hidden analogies, which the antient rites and fymbols 
bore to matter of faft, and to divine truth, of which but imperfefil memorials have 
come down to our times, feem to open a fource of interefting fpeculation. 

The following enquiry may happily lend a key to fome of the mystic doors, 
through which we obtain a glimpfe of the Arcana, which prevailed in the Antient 
myfteries. 

Previoufly, however, te remark the affinity, and concurrence of defign, between 
Emblematical Representation, and Symbolical Description, and a care- 
ful obfervation of the relations which they bear to each other, may aid our refearch 
amid the fcanty annals, which light our dubious way into the Adyta of the primeval 
Temples. 

Some obfervations which fpontaneoufiy arofe from the peculiarity of the fculp- 
tures on one of the Seals already engraved, compared with an elegy on the early 
fate of the Epifcopal Church in Scotland, feem* to promife the wiffied for illuftration, 
and to be particularly favourable to the above purpofe. 

On one of the Seals of the Cathedral deferibed in No. 20, — ft A venerable fe- 
« male reclining on a couch, in a languishing attitude, by ftretching forth her appa- 
“ parently feeble hand, feems pathetically to complain of her declining ftate. By 
« the pale light of a decaying lamp, fhe makes her lamentation to a dejefiled old 
“ man, in e fcarce lefs feeble eftate, in penfive pofture, leaning on his ftafF, and 
u evidently fharing in the female’s woes.’' 


K k Without 




Without commenting much on the cafe, how appropriately thefe figures might 
reprefent the then fickly conftitution of the church, and the griefs of the Pontiff ; 
it is enough to mention that the period was arrived, when its mournful date might 
have been fo characterized; and another was faft approaching, when it funk under 
accumulation of misfortune and ruin. 

At that period when adminiffration permitted the prevailing enthufiafm, under 
fanflion of law, to violate and abolifh the epifcopal eflablifhments ; fome of the 
Catholic Clergy vented their forrows in a truly claflic page, * of which the follow- 
ing extrafil only is produced, as peculiarly connected with the fubjeft in view. 

Attend to this tale of woe, and fhed a pitying tear ; 

Our venerable parent, from maternal glory fall’n. 

Lies entomb’d amid the ruins of the ecclefiaftical pile; 

Alas ! alas ! for our bed beloved of blefied memory r 
+ In m dc lx xxv hi (lie mournfully declin’d : 

J In mdccvii, ah! me! benumd in every nerve; 

Her vital powers loft all their adive energy. 

At length depreffed by numberlefs cruelties, and worn out with woe : 

All pitying heaven ! 

She funk into the grave. 

Ye Saints and Sages, all ye children of her care! 

Pray that {he reft in peace ; 

— Or rather — That she revive again in glory! 

It mull be kept in view, that the only reafon of feleding this extrad, is on ac- 
count of the expreffive example ofperfonification which it contains. 

An additional fuppofition muft be indulged, becaufe, in its ultimate allufion, the 
cafe was real. 

Had the wifhed for reftoration of the Church to its ftate of early fplendour, provi- 
dentially taken place, and let the perfonification be continued, with luitable attributes a 
hallowed dignity and grandeur; and wefhall fee the revered guardian of the light and 
truth raifed to a throne of glory, according to the conclufive prayer of the epitaph . 
and have therein an obvious and excellent illuftration of the nature of thefe myftical 
perfonages, celebrated, lamented, fought for, and rejoiced in by the Gentile Idem- 
nities : and hence perceive with ftriking evidence, that they only exifted in the com- 
memorative fymbols of events that had occurred, or of truths that had been reveied. 

’Twas thus the more diftinguifhed epochs of facred hiftory, reprefented in the an- 
tient folemnities of religion ; and importants events that had been long celebrated' 
with all the fymbolical pomp which charafiterized the holy rites of Lgypt : wherr 
they were transferred into the Grecian States, by thofe eminent men who firft pro- 
moted religious eftablilhments there ; although for a while their primaeval moment. 

* The Latin is printed atlength in Shaw’s Eccleft. Hi ft. Moray f Aft for abolifhing Epifcopacy 
in Scotland. £ Articles of the Union eftablilhing Prelbyterianifm, &c. 


was underftood, efpecially by tbofe who had been initated into the mysteries in 
Egypt; yet in fucceeding ages, when reprefented with more attention to the exter- 
ternal ceremonies, than to the fublime communications which they had involved ; 
the whole eafily became refolveable into the marvellous ftory of fome very remark- 
ably diflinguifhed perfon thereby commemorated. 

But this fhall finally be more fully elucidated in the progrefs of a comment on the 
figures fculpturedon the feal of the annexed plate, marked ^InttWtlOU- 

“ It evidently reprefents fome formidable ceremony in a facred place where a 
•< Pontiff prefides inflate ; one hand on his bread, expreffive of ferioufnefs, the other 
“ firetched out at a right angle, holding a rod and crofs, the badge of high office, 
“ while he makes fome aweful appeal refpefting a fuppliant, who, in aloofe robe, blind- 
“ folded, with Teeming terror, kneels before the fleps of an altar, as undergoing fome 
f ‘ fevere humiliation; while feveral attendants withdrawn (words, brandifhedthem over 
“ his head As fome explanation of the above, it may beoblerved that there is a re- 
markable concurrence of defign and refemblance of perfons and attitudes, in the 
figures of the above feal, with thofe in a print accompanying a pamphlet on masonry, 
publifhed by an officer at Berlin ; and this is the more worthy of notice, becaufe he 
there gives an account of the ceremonies of initiation ; and the prints are appofite re- 
prefentations of them. That which exhibits the manner of adminiftering the tremen- 
dous oath of fecrecy, tnd of receiving the rudiments of the occult fcience, at the com- 
munication of the firfl beams of light, is a pretty exaft counterpart of the figures 
on the feal of the plate; and the proltrate perfon in both, brings to remembrance 
a defcription which Plutarch in his famous Efiay " de Osiris,” gives of the engrav- 
ing of a Seal, which the Prielts of Ifisufed in their folemnities, viz. that of a" max 
" kneeling, with his hands bound, a knife at his throat. See .” 

And it is not a little remarkable, which is more to the.prefent purpofe, in how ma- 
ny particulars, the myflerious fate of Osiris, as recorded by the above celebrated' 
author, correfponds with the accounts of Hiram, given in the mentioned pamphlet, 
a ftrong infinuation that the annals of' the latter, however mutilated and defaced, 
have fome how or other, been defeended from the Elucinian Myflerics / and that the 
Masonic rites of admiffion into a Lodge, are a faint fketcb, an imperfeft epitome, 
of the auguft ceremonies which took place at Initiation into the fecrets which 
hallowed the primeval Fanes: and this high origin, when aifeerned may have, 
been atthe bottom of thatgeneral refpe£l:,'which men of learninghave avowed forthein.f 

This fubjeft, as an amufing refearch into antiquity, may be refumed ; it only re- 
mains at prefent to fpecify. 

That Hyram £ coming forth in hallowed dignity of chara&er, from within the 
veil of the fan&uary ; violated in the open Temple of the World, by the ignorant 


and; 

* The other Seal ofLiNDORES, with the Autograph of the Abbot’s hand writing, reprefenting the 
Holy Virgin, and Homage paid to the Word of God manifeiled in human form, needs no illuftmion. 
here. f See Mr. Lock’ Letter on the Subjeft, &c». $ The Lighu 


and prophane : concealed for a time in aweful fecrecy : the want of his prefence pa- 
theti cal ly deplored. The ardent folemnity wherewith he is fought for; the accla- 
mation of joy at finding him again, and confequent difcovery of the al- 

moft of itfelf dcvelopes the fecret which the perfonification had involved 

All this moreover, is no dubious echo of the clopded glory of Osiris’s dawning 
•reign : his appearing as the Light of the World, a univerfal benefa&or. The hu- 
miliation and indignities which he fuffe red from a degenerated race of men ; the 
dread and darknels which his retirement into unknown regions ol the univerle occa- 
sioned. The lamentations for his abfence, fo awefully folcmnized in Egypt, and at 
Elusis : and the eager fearch of woe, wherein they wearied themfelves on their fa* 
cred rites to find him. 

The marvellous tale of difeoveringhim in an Arc , of admirable workmanfhip : 
his being cloathed with authority and power, through the Halleluiahs of the Sanc- 
tuary ! and uttering holy oracles, which impart a divine, a heavenly life to man : 
while he receives more then mortal praife, by the offices of homage prelcribed in 
honour of his name: all his refolveable into principles and inferences exceedingly 
divine. Through the fubftantial veil of metaphor, wherewith this myflerious perfo- 
fonage is invefted, there is indubitably difclofed, the mod fublime allufion to the 
Manifestations of the Supreme Being in the World ; and hence we mult una- 
voidably infer, that the whole train of Symbolical ceremonies, which celebrated the 
various fate and influence of the Holy Oracles, arofe from the native attributes 
of a Personification of the Word of God ! 

« By the bold imagery of oriental defeription, the Light of Truth obtained a 
« local habitation and a name.” 

The myftical Body of Divinity, lodged in ap Arc, preferved in the Adyta of 
the Temples, was only on folemn occafions, communicated to a chofen few, was 
therefore often mifreprefented in the world; yet the knowledge of it, difficult to at- 
tain, was ardently afpired after ; for it was declared full of confolation to the human 
mind, when found. 

When the duly initiated joined, in’ ** Weeping for Tammuz, * or mourned for the 
abfence of Osiris, the Light of Life; perhaps it was in aweful piety to folemnize 
the dark and hopelefseftateofbeing without God in the World : and the facred 
fongofjoy, when the glory of that light is reftored ! was the lofty hymn of adoration; 
wherewith the SanHuary fhould refound, when the virtual fenfe of an univerfal 
Guardian, whofe providential goodnefs regulates all things, is with heartfelt grati- 
tude acknowledged. 

Thefe are but feme fcattered fragments of a great defign, which may in time be 
farther unfolded to view. 


* Ezekiel viii. 14. 
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The PALACE of HOLYROOD HOUSE. 


“This magnificent fabrick, as it at prefent ftands, was' reared in the leign of 
Charles II. There has often' been remarked in it a drilling relemblance to the palace 
at Hampton Court. It is of a quadrangular form. The Church fills out one fide of the 
fquare. The other fide and the back are completed by buildings of a more modern 
date. The court in the centre is mod beautiful and fpacious, furrounded with elegant 
piazzas. The imperial crown on the little cupola above the door is formed of done, 
but cut in a neat and very maderly manner. 

The apartments pofTeffed by the Duke of Hamilton occupy all that remains of the 
old Palace. 

In the fecond floor are Queen Mary’s apartments, in one of which her own bed dill 
remains, it is. of crimfon damafle bordered with green filk taffels and fringes. The- 
cornice of the bed is open figured work in the prelent talfe. The embroidery on the 
bed and chairs is faid to be chiefly the work of Mary’s own fidget s'. Confidering the 
age of the 'furniture, it is adonifhing to fee it fo little decayed. The Keeper of the 
palace has great merit for the excellent repair in which thefe apartments are preferved. 

Towards the outward door of the Chamber of Prefence, there are in the floor fome 
large dufkv fpots, faid to have been occafmned by Rizzio's blood daining the floor, which 
wafhing of the boards has not been able to take out. Many tales are handed down 
concerning them, which have no claim to probability. But the tradition of the faft has 
been fo uniform that there can be no doubt of its truth. 


Thole chambers which are called the Royal Apartments, occupy three fidcs of tb" 
fquare on the fird floor. On the north is a fpacious gallery upwards of 120 feet ' 
length, but no ways proportioned in height. It is hung all over with portraits of- 
race of an hundred and eleven monarebs, through an imaginary feries of upwards of 
two thoufand years. They are very poorly executed. Mod of them are hacked and 
flafhcd, and of many large pieces arc cut out. This was the work of General" Hawlcvt 
troops after the defeat of the King’s army at Falkirk. A C - V s 

In one fuit of rooms, the walls are wainfeoted with oak ; the fedoons of flowers and 
foliage over the doors and mantle-pieces are well executed ; but the ducco or 
of the roofs, fimilar to all thofe of that period, are very heavy. ‘laments 

The apartments on the fide of the fquare have never been finifhed but in a 
fui manner. They are made ufe of as lumber rooms for fome of the nobift ' -i 
lodgings within the palace. ^ “ 

A very plaufible febeme was fometime ago propofed for applying t i iefe 
and extenfive domes to the accommodation of the Univerfity Btu the fou d CCU ^- 
that very magnificent building, the New College, has, for the Drefem Tl " ° f 
thefe commendable defigns. It his, however, a fubjea of reared that fok 3 ft ° P l ° 
fums fhould be Iavifhed in raifing new druSures, and that the old ones fo fin^i ,m . menfe 
for the purpofe fhould remain wade, and go to decay for want of being ufod' 7 
The environs of the palace afford an afiylum for Insolvent Debtors aj - • ■ 
it, there is an extenfive park, fird enelofed by James V. all of which is'a 

The 
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The Abbey of Holyrood Houfe was founded by King David I. in the year 1128, 
From -the endowments of David and of fucceeding fovereigns, it. became the mod opu- 
lent religious foundation in Scotland. The chapel, the only part of the building which 
can lay claim to antiquity, is above 600 years old. Through the ignorance of an archi- 
tect, it is now deprived of a roof, and in a very ruinous condition. In 175 6 , the 
church was covered with fo great a weight of ftones, that it fell in about ten years after- 
wards. It has long been defpoiled of all its valuable ornaments. Nothing now remains 
unravaged, fave a few fragments of its once royal owners. I faw in an open vault a few 
uncomplete fets of bones, the remains of forne of our ancient monarchs ; among thefe 
the oigantic arm and thigh bones of Lord Daruley ; which bear teftimony of the flupen- 
duous fize of that unfortunate man. In the bellfry is to be feen a well executed marble 
monument and ftatute reclining at full length of Robert Lord Belhaven, who died in the 


year of our Lord 1639. 

' s ev e ra l refidenters make very genteel perquifites by {hewing vifitors the curiofities of 
the Palace. Each has a feparate department, and mud, of confequence, have a dif- 

tin& compenfation. „ . ... 

The palace is one of thofe places which is vifited by every ftranger; and to the intel- 
Pment mind, it certainly affords a fubjeft of very delicate entertainment. Yet many, 
even well educated people, have lived all their lives in Edinburgh, and never entered 
within its venerable walls. 

There are two remarkable hills near to this place called Arthur’s-feat, and Salifbury- 
craigs. The name of the former is fuppofed to be derived from Arthur, the Britifh 
Prince, who, in the end of the 6th century, defeated the Saxons in that neighbourhood; 
and the latter to take their name from the Earl of Salifbury, who, in the reign of Ed- 
ward III. accompanied that Prince in an expedition againd the Scots. «• 

Arthur’s-feat, the larged of thefe hills, rifesby a deep and rugged afeent ’till it termi- 
nates in a rocky point, 700 feet high from the bafe. On the South, it is in many parts 
a perpendicular rock, compofed of natural pillars, regularly pentagonal, or hexagonal, 
about three feet in diameter, and from forty to fifty feet high. 

" Upon the wed are Salifbury Craigs, which prefent to the city an awful front of broken 
rocks and precipices, forming a fort of natural amphitheatre of folid rock, Among 
thefe rocks are rich ores, fpar, and great variety of rock plants; fo that they are an 
excellent field for the Naturalid. Sometimes, alfo, amethyds and other precious 
ftones have been found amongft them. But the rocks themfelves are far more valuable, 
affording an inexhauftible fupply of hard ftone for paving the ftreets ; and of the! C 
ftones confiderable quantities are Cent for paving the ftreets of London. , 
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LOCH LOMOND. 


The fir’ll view from Tarbat , of the mo ft beautiful of the Cah.doman lakes, prefents an 
extenfive ferpentine winding amidft lofty hills: on the north, barren, black, and ro cky, 
which darken with their (hade that contrafted part of the water. 

On the Weft fide, the mountains are cloathed near the bottoms with woods of oak 
quite to the water edge ; their fummits lofty, naked, and craggy. 

On the eaft fide, the mountains are equally high, but the tops form a more even 
ridge parallel to the lake, except where Ben Lomond, like Saul , amidft his companions, 
overtoos the reft. The upper parts were black and barren ; the lower had great marks 
of fertility, or at leaft of induftry, for the yellow corn was finely contrafted with the 
verdure of the groves intermixed with it. 

“ The road runs fometimes through woods, at others is expofed and naked ; in fome 
fo fteep as to require the fupport of a wall ; the whole the work of the foldiery : BlefTed 
exchange of inftruments of deftruftion for thofe that give fafety to the traveller, and a 
polifh to the once inacceffible native. 

A oreat headland covered with trees feparates the firft feene from one totally differ- 
ent On paffing this cape an expanfe of water burfts at once on your eye, varied with 
'dl the fofter beauties of Nature. Immediately beneath is a flat covered with wood and 
corn - beyond, the headlands flretch far into the water, and confift of gentle rifings ; 
many have their furfaces covered with wood, others adorned with trees loofely fcattered 
cither over a fine verdure, or the purple bloom of the heath. Numbers of iflands are 
difperfed over the lake of the fame elevated form as the .little capes, and wooded in the 
fame manner, others juft peep above the furface, and are tufted with trees ; and num- 
bers are fo dffpofed as to form magnificent viftos between, 

Oppofite Lujs, at a (mail diftance from fhore, is a mountainous ifle almoft covered with 
wood • it is near half a niile long, and has a moft fine effefl. I could not count the 
number of iflands, but was told there are twenty eight ; the largeft two miles long, and 
flocked with deer. 

The length of this charming lake is twenty-four Scotch miles., its greateft breadth eight : 
its greateft depth a hundred and twenty fathoms. 

The country from Lufs to the foutliern extremity of the lake continually improves ; 
the mountains fink gradually into final! hills ; the land is highly cultivated, well planted, 
and well inhabited. I was (truck with rapture at a fight fo new to me : it would have 
been without alloy, had it not been dallied with the uncertainty whether the mountain 
virtue, hofpitality, would flourifli with equal vigour in the fofter feenes upon which I 
was about to enter; for in th c Highlands every houfe gave welcome to the traveller. 

The vale between the end of the lake and Dunbarton is unfpeakably beautiful, very 
fertile, and finely watered by the great and rapid river Levin ; the dilcharge of the lake, 
which, after a (hort courfe, drops into the Firth of Clyde below Dunbarton : there is 
fcarcely a fpot on its banks but what is cultivated with bleacheries, plantations, and 
villas. Nothing can equal the contrail in this day’s journey, between the black barren 

dreary 


dreary glens of the morning ride, and the foft fcenes of the evening, , iflands worthy the 
retreat of Annida , and which Rinaldo himfclf would have quitted with a figh.” 

“ Once more we come within fight of the charming Loch Lomond. > 

Approach its fliores, go through the narrow pafs of Bualmacha, where the Grampian 
hills finifli in the lake. Many ot the tiles run in a line with, and feem to have b en a 
continuation of them ; appearing like fo many fragments rent from them by fome vio- 
lent convullion. Arrive in a beautiful bay ; the br<es of the hills on the right are lofty : 
fome filled with fmail pebbles ; others have «. ferruginous look. The iflands are moun- 
tanous and exhibit variety of charms. Inch-Calloch, or the Jfle of Nuns, has upon it the 
remains of a church, is finely wooded, and is taid to have been the feat of the fair Re- 
clufes. Inch-Murrin, or the Ifle of St. Murrinus, is two miles long, is a deer park, and 
has upon it the ruins of a houl once belonging to the family of Lenox. 

Various other iflands grace ibis magnificent piece of water : Inch-Lonaig of great ex- 
tent is blackened with the deep green of yews. A ruined caftle upon Inch- Galbraith 
is inhabited by the Oflprey ; and feverai little low and naked ifles ferve to di verbify the 
feene. From- this fpot the boundaries of the water are magnificent and diftinQ ; the 
wooded fide of the weilern ; and the foaring head of Ren Lomond on the eaftern, form 
a view that is almoit unequaled. 

The top of this great mountain is compofed of a micaceous flate, mixed with quartz. 
The Jibbaldka procumbtns , a plant unknown in England, grows upon the upper part. Ptar- 
migans inhabit its fummit ; and roes the woods near its bafe; the molt fouthern refort of 
thefe animals in our ifland. 

The height in Ben Lomond from the furface of the lake, is three thoufand, two hun- 
dred and forty feet ; the profpebt from the fummit, of vaft extent ; the whole expanfe 
of Loch Lomond with its wooded ifles, appears jult beneath. 
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LACE CORAL 


When, delineations of thcfe beautiful fubje&s of microfcopic attention attract our 
notice or kindle our admiration, we can fcarce fail to recur to Mr. Ellis in ill uftrati ora 
of thele remarks, which their uncommon elegance or peculiarity of ftrufture may fug- 
ged. He is fo juftly celebrated for his elaborate care in inveftigating and defcribing 
the feveral fpecies of thefe wonderful produ&ions, that no apology is requifite for quot- 
ing his obfervations, with fuel comment as may afeertain thofe particulars, of which the 
fpecimen he examined did not give him opportunity of having adequate information. 

Both in the Ejj'ay on Carolines, and in his more general work the Natural Hiftory of 
Zoophytes, he has taken nctice of this very beautiful coral : lie mentions it under the 

title of the Lace-millepore ; “Formed like a net, funnel fhaped, and irregularly 
“ waved, and plaited in the margin.— The under part is quite fmooth between the 
“ openings, but the upper furface is full of cells, which are difpofed in a regular quin- 
“ cunx order.”— ° 

He adds, “ That although this elegant little coral is found nov; and then on ou~ 

" Coaft, we cannot boaft of thefe beautiful forms that we find in fpecimens from the 
“ Mediterranean. v 

“ ° urs ar e generally funnel fhaped, but the foreign are more Ioofely folded and 
“ waved.” 

The remark with refpeB to the fupetior beauty of this kind of Cora! from the Med' 
terrancan, had been made only in confequence of the few fnecimens of ,t,,.r„ t , ■' 
the Brililh Seas, which he had feen. The one delineated in the plate of tif Ty 
her fltews that thofe of our Northern coalts, yield not in point of variety and eJa^ 
of folds to any foreign ones; yet many more ample, complex, and beautiful ones “we, 

dredged up wtthto a few leagues of thefe fltores, and were eHecmed no i, .confide, M 
addition to the Portland Cabinet. v m-derable.- 

It moreover would appear that Mr. Ellis had not feen fpecimens of thil Con] f 
ciently recent from the fea, to enable him to diferiminate the peculiar ft ru a u ! ’ 
cells, or even afeertain their general form. The mouths of the cells and t '7 !i • 
wherewith they are furrounded, are fo exceedingly delicate and tender f 
crufhed with the fmalleft prefl'ure, and even in a little time fall away with thr 
drying alone. This makes it of the firfl confequence to a faithful drawine If . ° f 
cimens which have not been expofed to either of thefe injuries. Thofe f t PC ' 
the drawings by the microfcope were taken, which are exhibited in the phte 1'' 
infant ones, minute as that on the branch of Coral at a. They had nl L ’7 q !! Ue 
fafety by being lodged in the cavities among the thick wrought branches- 
and examined in thele their native retirements, difclofed all their beautv T! ^ * * 

ance of part of when firft magnified, is reprelbnted at a-i . and a Angle poimlfnT- 
under the higheft powers of the microfcope, gave more accurately ,h, f ? f P 
arrangement of the cells, as at A. The myriads of Aniftccrs 

1 working 


working this lace in coral groves, can hardly be reflefted on without emotions of aflo- 
nifhment at their wonderful dedication. The elegance of the other Specimens adhering 
to the tubular coraline, was fufficient inducement to add them; the manner of branching 
out, and arrangement of the brittle pipes of which that at e. is compofed, is more dif- 
tinQ.ly expreffed at E. on account of its feeming different from any yet figured among 
the Britifh Corals. / 

Various fluff ra are often found cloathing the lurface of the corals, as on the branch 
of the plate at b— a fpecimen of their cells are given magnified at B. The forms of 
the other might have been delineated or defcribed, but their appearance is fo correfpon- 
dent with thofe coralines, which rear up and fpread the layers of their cells like thin 
leaves and are in that form called Jca matts ; of which the Bombycina* is a Unking m- 
ftarce of refemblance to that at B. Thus it would feem, that the fame Animals can 
ekhc r bu'dd their ceils on the furface of a fione or coral, or rear them up into detached 
folia 2" when they do not find a fuitable fubjeft to which they can adhere.— As the Co- 
ralines’dn the form ofleavcs, are frequently call afhore, it has given opportunity of their 
levins b-en often examined ; and the various llrufture of their cells have been already 
minutely afeertained by Mr. Ellis. Notwithflanding, therefore, thefe mentioned are 
verv beautiful fubietts, it was unneceflary to exhibit them anew, although afluming ap- 
pearances fomewhat different, when thus formed running along the branches of the larger 

^ The endlefs diverfity of form, and appropriate Angularities, whereby the feveral fpe- 
c ;„s are diflinguilhed, all fo amazingly adjufted to ufeful ends confpicuoufly in view, 
and difclofing an apparently ever aSive infinitude of (kill employed in the modification 
of that u nlverfal life wherewith they are acTuated, afford a perpetual fource of furpnle 
, nc] pieafcre in the examination of them : Reafon and Piety are delightfully exercifed,. 

b : invelti mating the difpiays of wife delign which pervade die unexplored regions of the 
(! ; eD • _the wonderful properties of Nature feen unfolding there, with unufua elegance 
and beauty, fupply us with a Philofophic entertainment of the molt elevating kind ; lor 
beauty and excellence whenever admired, add to the parent enjoyments of Human Life. 

The [Heeding of thefe more interefling produaions of Nature, which cultivate that 
dircernment, ought therefore to be efteemed a beneficial as well as amufang care, and its 
:: c valmcc among thofe of more refined tafte, cannot be better evinced than by the 
numerous colledions of the fubjeds of Natural Hiftory which enrich the Cabinets of the 
curious To thofe perfons who are not in poffellion of thefe, good Drawings and D.e- 
Tcriptions very effedually fupply their places. 

* Natural Hiftory of Zoophytes, tab. 4, fig. B. 
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CALEDONIAN and EGYPTIAN SYMBOLS 


O NCE more we fliall have recourfe to Oriental fymbols'for an illuflration of fome 
of thole on Callerlonian monuments. For correfponding fymbols of fuch unac- 
countable refemblance are to be obferved on thefe, that if they have not (by fome 
been derived from thofe of Egypt, it appears altogether inexplicable how fo re- 
gular and repeated a limilarity could have ever taken place. 

The attitudes and attributes of human figures and domeflic animals, as engaged in 
the common concerns of a pafloral life, or in the excrcifes and expreffion of warlike 
atchievement, may be common to all countries. On-the refemblance of thefe, there- 
fore, no great dependence could be given. 

Butin the peculiarities of defign, and refemblance to the correfponding archetypes, 
of the figures {’defied for the annexed plate, there is a more furprifing conformity, 
and the combinations are outofthe ul’uai courfe of nature, and can have little refer- 
ence as real pictures to the common concerns of life. Their import mull then be 
fymbolical, and their meaning taken from more remote allnfions to the ideas of which 
they are memorials, and to the inllrU&iofs and knowledge which the’y convey. 

We fliall not beie extend our enquiry far in to the original derivation of fymbols; 
as they proceeded from a deep and enlightened phiiofophy, which penetrated far 
into the relations which fubfifl between the material and intellectual world, and made 
choice of the moll expreffive chara&ers whereby their fublime conceptions could be 
conveyed. But there is fome rational pleafure in obferving the general outlines of 
the manner of applying thefe hieroglyphicks and fymbols, which through the early 
aeras ofhuman improvement were the only record of Divine Truth, and left memo- 
rials of the fublime communications which they involved, that commanded the ve- 
neration of the learned in every age. 

T he eagle as among the molt celebrated of fymbols, and by the quotations produced 
from the belt authorities on the fubjeCt, the applications of it proceeded from thefe 
{peculations. The eagle often afeending above the clouds, and pervading the higher 
regions of the air ; and looking down from thofe heights invifible, through the exten- 
five vifion of bis piercing eye, diltinCtly difeerns whatever is interefling in this lower 
world. Hence became an expreflive iymbol of that eye of Divine obfervation, which 
as from on high beholds all things. 

It feems to have beeti the influence which the fun had over the whole body of wa- 
ters — attracting and directing their courfe. This primary deduction of' philofophy, 
applied alfo in a metaphorical manner to that ineffable energy of which the fun was 
the fymbol, actuating and governing the material univerfe. 

This fymbol would hold a diltinguifhed place among thofe abraxas or amulets, 
which, in their original application, were given on initiation, and contained an in- 
feription which none could read but thofe to whom the divine communications were 
given at the fame time. Thefe were held as memorials of high efleem, and preferved 
with care as fomething facred ; and from that venerable origin, came in the progrefs 
of traditionary learning, to be fo valued in Caledonia, as to obtain a diftinguifhed 
place among the hieroglyphical monuments. That of the plate is taken from the obe- 
lifk in Rofs-Jhire , of which a representation is given in the firft Number; and the cor- 
refpondence of form and defign, is fo remarkable that it coulcl hardly be over- 
looked. 


Compared \ 



The Catholic lamb is copied from the roof of the Chapter-houfe at Plufardine 
Abbey. The Caledonian lion, &c. is taken from a defk in the Kirk of Cullen. 
And alfo the rank of figures at the bottom of the plate. 

On the monument erefted over Sir Tnomas Bromley, anno m.d.lxxxvii, in Wefl- 
minfter- Abbey, chofen one of the Privy Council by Queen Elizabeth, celebrated for 
fidelity, equity, magnanimity, fingular virtue, and generofity of foul. 

It is obfervable, that on the frize of the cornice, and on the bafes of the columns, 
there are inferiptions, which every obferver mufl fee exa&ly correfpond with the fym- 
bols here chofen to fiipply their place. The three characterifticks offered to view in 
that confpicuous manner, are 

Juftitia & Equitate. 

Lahore 8c Induflria. 

Studio & Diligentia. 

Confilio, Pietate, ac Jurisprudentia Infignis. 

In this manner our forefathers complimented the dead, and bore record to the 
virtues by which they were diftinguifhed: but I only offer this elucidation of their 
import, from the inferiptions on a monument of a corefponding age, as one of the 
juffeft meafures of interpretation to which we can have recourfe ; although what is 
implied, or couched under j thele ymbolic figures, is fo generally underftood, they 
hardly were in need of fuch illuffration. 

Thefe remarks on the nature of fymbols are only the opening of the veflibule of a 
Gothic Palace, in which we fhall hereafter wander with romantic entertainment 
and inftruftivepleafure. 


' While the author was yet meditating the illuftration of thefe fymbols, it pleafed 
Almighty God to terminate his refearches here below. The above was copied from 
fome of his original fcrolls which he had noted down when contemplating the prefent 
plate. It is impoflible for us to make the defeription more complete ; but what is 
given will in fome degree unfold the intention of the author, and enable thofe who 
delight in fuch fludies, to follow out the ideas to a greater length. 
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FORT AUGUSTUS. 


HIS fortrefs is fo remotely fituated, that it has not oeen vifited by many tra- 


vellers. The defcriptions which have been given of it are very general and 
very fhort. It is not indeed a fubjefl which admits of long detail ; and little more 
can be done, at prefent, than to recite the few obfervations made by previous wri- 


Fort Aitgujlus is feated on a plain at the head of the great lake called Loch Nefs, 
bordered on each fide by the rivers Taarf and Oich. The fort confilts of four baf- 
tions: the Governor’s houfe is within, and barracks for four hundred men. 

From an eminence near the fort, is a full view of the whole lake; for it is per- 
fectly ftreight, running from eaft to weft, with a point to the fouth. It is furrounded 
by a crowd of lofty mountains, great part of which is clothed with wood. This 
beautiful lake has a great refemblance to fome parts of the lake of Lucerne , efpe- 
cially towards the eaft end. 

Loch Nefs is fkreened on the north-weft by the great mountains of Urquhart and 
Meal/ourvony, and bordered with coppices of birch and oak. The adjacent hills are 
adorned with many extenfive forefts of pine, which afford fhelter to the cattle, and 
are the retreat of flags and deer. There is much cultivation and improvement on 
the banks of Loch Nefs, and the paflure grounds in the neighbouring valleys are ex- 
cellent. 

We enjoyed along its banks a mofl romantic and beautiful feenerv, generally in 
woods of birch or hazel, mixed with a few holly, whitethorn, afpin, afh and oak; 
but open enough, in all parts, to admit a fight of the water. Sometimes the road 
was ftreight for a confiderable diftance, and refembled a fine and regular avenue ; 
in other places, it wound about the fides of the hills which overhung the lake ; the 
road was frequently cut through the rock, which, on one fide, formed a folid wall, 
on the other, a fteep precipice. 

In many parts we were immerfed in woods; in others, they opened, and gave a 
view of the fides and tops of the vaft mountains foaring above ; fome of tbefe were 
naked, but in general covered with wood, except on the mere precipices, or where 
the grey rocks denied vegetation, or where the heath, glowing with purple blolToms, 
covered the furface. 

The form of thefe hills was very various and irregular, either broken into fre- 
quent precipices, or towering into rounded fummits cloathed with trees; yet not fo 
clofe but to admit a fight of the fky between them. Thus for many miles there was 
no pofiibility of cultivation ; yet this track was occupied by diminutive cattle, by 
fheep, or by goats : the laft were pied, and lived moft luxurioufly on the tender 
branches of the trees. 

The wild animals that pofTeffed this piflurefque feene were (lags and roes, black 
game and grous ; and on the fummits, white hare* and ptarmigans. Foxes are fo 



ters. 


numerous 


numerous and voracious, that the farmers are fometimes forced to houfe their fheep, 
as is done in France for fear of the wolves. 

The north fide of Loch Nejs is far lefs beautiful than the fouth. In general the 
hills are lefs high, but very fteep ; in a few places covered with brufhwood, but in 
general very naked, from the Aiding of the ftrata down their hoping (ides. About 
the middle is Cajllc Urquhart , a fortrefs founded on a rock projecting into the lake, 
and was faid to have been the feat of the once powerful Cummins. Near it is the 
broadeft part of the loch, occafioned by a bay near the cattle. 

Loch Nefs is twenty -two miles in length ; in general from one to two in breadth ; 
its greateft depth an hundred and forty fathoms. 

From the lake iffues the river Nefs, which difeharges itfelf into the Murray Firth 
at Invernefs, a royal borough, the capital of the fhire, and of the Highlands of 
Scotland. 

Loch Ncfiy by reafon of its great depth, never freezes; and, during cold weather, 
a violent fteam rifes from it as from a furnace. Ice brought from other parts, and 
put into it, inftantly thaws : but no water freezes fooner than that of the lake when 
brought into a houfe. Its water is efteemed very falubrious ; fo that people come or 
fend thirty miles for it: old Lord Lovat, in particular, made conftant ufe of it. 
But it is certain, whether it be owing to the water, or to the air of that neighbour- 
hood, that, for feven years, the garrifon of Fort Augujlus had not loft a Angle man. 

The greateft rife of water in Loch Nefs is fourteen feet. The lakes whence it re- 
ceives its fupplies are Loch Oich, Loch Game , ane Loch Ouich. 

Fort Augujlus is not capable of much defence, being commanded by feveral heights 
at no great diftance. 

Near the fort is a fmall village, with a tolerable inn ; and below it a little pier, 
which affords fhelter for fmall veflels and boats, which come from Invernefs with 
ftores to fupply the garrifon. 

The mountains on each fide of Fort Augujlus are very rugged and barren. All 
the way from the fort to the lake is a fine extenfive plain, which anfwers well as a 
place of exercife for the military. At the lower part of the lake there are many 
extenfive plantations of fir, continued all the way to Invernefs, which is about five 
miles from the lower end of Loch Nefs. 
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CATHEDRAL of St. ANDREW'S 

A FTER paffing the ferry from Leith to Kinghorn there is a pleafant ride of 30 miles 
on a turnpike road to St. Andrew’s. This city lies on a fmall rifing ground 
along the fea coaft. It is not fituated on the great poll road to the north, and, con- 
fequently, does not fo readily fall under the obfervation of travellers. In approach- 
ing the city, at the dillance of a mile, it makes an appearance fo grand and beautiful, 
that the artiil is tempted to light from his horfe, and draw. Numerous towers and 
fpires give it an air of vaft magnificence, and the fituation renders the profpeft alto- 
gether uncommonly agreeable. 

Upon entering the gate, the whole city appears one extenfive ruin, and affords 
numberlefs fubje&s to exercife the talents of the artilt. The cathedral ceitainly at- 
tracts firlt attention. The welt view takes in the whole. It is delineated in Mr. 
Pennant’s Tour. The fouth fide affords two good views ; the one from the north is 
given in this plate. The ealt end, together with the chapel of St. Regulus, likewife 
yields materials for two excellent drawings. 

Cardinal Beaton’s caltle is alfo a good fubjeft. The front looking to the 
land gives a proper fpecimen of the building ; and the fide Chews the extent of the 
ruin fcattered all over the promontory. The oppofite hills on the other fide of the 
Firth come into thefe views, and tend greatly to augment their pifclurefque and beau- 
tiful appearance. 

Besides the above, St. Andrew’s contains an abundance of other very deferving 
fubje&s. 

The old College is entirely of Gothic ftruflure: the new is built in a plain modern 
ftyle. 

This Cathedral bears a linking refemblance to that of Elgin. The towers in the 
well end have been as high, but not fo huge and maffy; The eall end is not fo ele- 
gantly finifhed, and the whole is lefs decorated and gorgeous. At Elgin, however, 
there is no building to vie with the lofty chapel of St. Regulus. It, though within the 
walls. Hands detached from the great body of the building, and feems, fome how, 
out of place, as it tends in no degree to complete the plan of the cathedral. The 
whole of the eall end Hands tolerably complete, but none of the fide walls remain 
adjoining to it. Only the part of the fouth fide is undemolifhed which unites with 
the welt end. The one tower of the wefi end continues very entire in conjunQion 
with the grand door of the church ; but the other is totally erafed. 

In the middle of the town Hands a neat little building of Gothic HruBure, called 
Black Friars Chapel. A fet of huts are built leaning to its walls. It is of an oflagon 
form, with an arched or vaulted roof, and has a fine arched window in every fide. 
It feems to be an exaft pattern oFthe Chapter-houfe at Elgin Cathedral. A propofal 
was ntade, fome years ago, to fit it up, and convert it into an Englilh chapel. But 
there is little chance that the fcheme will take place, as it would coH as much to re- 
pair the old chapel as to build a new one. 


Cardinal 


Cardinal Beaton's Caftle isfituated, north of the cathedral, on a ridge of rocks 
projecting into the fea, and feems to have been a forLrefs capable of good defence. 
The front, which communicates by a kind of bridge with the land, is the only part 
in the fmalleft degree entire : the reft is a heap of ruins ; fome large maffes fcattered 
along the cliffs, others lying in the fea. The fragments of this gorgeous edifice bear 
ample teflimony that it has been one of the moft fuperb in its own time. 

In this Caftle the celebrated Cardinal was murdered on the twenty-ninth day of 
May, 1546. 

The Cathedral is faid to have been founded before the end of the eleventh cen- 
tury, but was not completed until the thirteenth. Its length from eaft to weft has 
been about three hundred and feventy feet. The caftle and the chapel of St. Re- 
gulus are mentioned as buildings of a ftill older date. The tower belonging to the 
chapel is a fquare, on each fide about twenty feet broad, and upwards of an hundred 
high. The magiftrates of St. Andrew's have lately given it a thorough repair, and 
carried a {tone ttair-cafe up to its top. 

In the town church, a magnificent white marble monument is raifed to the me- 
mory of Archbifhop Sharp, who was cruelly put to death a few miles from St. An- 
drew’s in the year 1675. His effigy, as large as life, is placed between two Corin- 
thian columns. He is dreffed in his facred robes, kneeling on a cufhion, with a 
book open before him. Below, the manner of his death is reprefented in exquifite 
workmanffiip. Some of the affaffins in the very ad of committing the murder, are 
dragging the prelate out of his coach ; others, on hoifeback, are feeding their eyes, 
looking towards the horrid fpeftacle. The Biffiop’s daughter, who had been with 
him in the coach, is reprefented on the ground fainting in the arms of two fup- 
porters. 

St. Andrew’s, in the days of epifcopacy, was the fee of an archbifhop, who held 
the primacy of all Scotland. 

Three fpacious grafs-grown ftreets, almoft parallel, concentre in the area before 
the cathedral, and are croffed at right angles by feveral lanes. 

' The fituation of the univerfity is peculiarly favourable to fcience, as there is no- 
thing near to draw off the attention of the ftudents, and as there are many feenes no- 
bly calculated to infpire wifdom and awaken genius. 
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TVeymouth Crab , Spunge , Sec. 

E VERY day brings under obfervation new fpecimens of little animals, and 
their workmanfhip, drenched up from our feas. The chambers of the deep 
teem with myriads of living creatures whofe wonderful economy is ftill unexplored. 
To perfons who have tafte and leifure, it is certainly a pleafant tafk to examine and 
arrange them : and the pleafure is greatly augmented by putting them in a way to 
contribute to the entertainment of Society. 

The little crab, marked F, belongs to the fpecies called, in the British Zoo- 
logy, Weymouth. Mr. Pennant defcribes it in the following words. 

Dorfettenjis. Cr. with a cordated body, rugged and bent, with a few fpines; very 
thick, and long claws ; and very {lender legs, the fir ft pair much longer than the 
reft. 

The fpecimen which he had feen was in the Portland Cabinet ; but no attention 
had been paid to it in the drying, and it feemed to have died in convulfive agonies, 
as the legs and claws were all twilled, and turned towards its body. 

When thefe animals are procured alive, great care is rcquifite to preferve their 
fhapes true and elegant. While yet moilt and flexible, they fhould be ftretched at 
full length upon a piece of board, until they become hard and dry. Then no 
chance remains that their forms will alte-r; and the fpecimens have the advantage of 
being (hewn in their native elegance. 

The crab from which the (ketch in the plate was taken, had been kept for a con- 
fidcrable time alive in fait water. The greateft curiofity about it feemed to be the 
lingular quantity of little corallines with which it was overgrown. During the time 
in which the animal was kept alive, it employed itfelf almoft wholly in picking off 
thefe branches. They feemed to be a heavy incumbrance to it, and its anxiety to 
<r e t rid of them was very llrikingly difplayed. The corallines which take up their 
habitations on the bodies and legs of thefe animals, are of every different fpecies ; 
and great variety are found on the fame crab, fome of exceeding fine workmanfhip, 
and very beautiful forms. The animal was fo wholly overgrown with them, that the 
fhape of its body and limbs could fcarcely be difeerned. 

There is a very delicate entertainment in purfuing the little infe£t through its va- 
rious a&ions and employments in life. The mind cannot dwell long on fuch tender 
fubie&s without being elevated and refined. He who contemplates them, admires 
the deep myfleries of Almighty Wifdom ; and every new beam of that divine 
knowledge awakens pleafure in the foul. 

The fmall drawing at e, is a reprefentation of the manner in which fpmge be- 
gins to fhoot. At E the fame is confiderably magnified : the fpines are adhering 
to a fhell from which they feem to fhoot forth, and are interwoven vyith curvatures 
©f very beautiful red and white corals. 

A, B, C, 


A, B, C, D, are different views of a very curious mu/klc, dragged up about three 
leagues from this coaft. It is a bivalve, in form very limilar to our common mufkle; 
but is remarkable for the rows of prickles down its fides. Thefe fpines are placed 
in very regular order, and three rows are commonly on each fhell. This fpecies 
feems not.as yet to have fallen under the obfervation of our Naturalifls. Mr. Pen- 
nant certainly had not been acquainted with it, as be takes no notice of fuch an one 
in the British Zoology. 

The ocean continues to us an inexhauftible fource whence to improve our know- 
ledge, and to enrich our cabinets. It affords wonderful difplays of His incompre- 
henfible fkill, who, with the fame all-pervading' eye, beholds the movements of the 
infeX and the rolling of the fpheres. 

The contemplation of thefe wonderful orders of life, while they kindle in the 
Toul the molt delicate Tenfations, cannot fail to raife our thoughts in admiration of 
that Univerfal Operator who formed all things. His diffufive energy animates the 
whole creation. The certainty of His omnipotence, and the fenfe of his continual 
prefence, are, to a pious mind, the moft cheering reflexions in life. One who 
feels thefe impreffions, fees HIM in every thing, and cannot admire the fmalleft of 
his works without thinking of Him. 

The bleffed idea of the Supreme PerfeXion, which is their high origin, devolves 
on them thofe divine embellifhments which enchant our fouls, and render our adl 
miration a myfterious homage paid to thp fplendour and benignity of a Providence 
whofe energies are infinite anil eterjnal. 
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MONUMENTS in the MAUSOLEUM of the 
EARL of FIFE, &c. &c. 

T HESE Monuments afford a good idea of the progrefs which the arts had made 
in Scotland at a very early period. 

They were removed along with the remains from the burying place in the ifle of 
Cullen, and depofued in the family maufoleum in Duff House Iark, anno 1790. 
John Duff, of Maldavat, who died July , 1404, &c. was an anceftor of the family, 
imeallydefeended from David Duff, of Maldavat, grandfon of Duncan the Thir- 
teenth, Earl of Fife. 

Tins Mausoleum is beautifully fuuated on an eminence in the Park overlooking 
the ier Dm about a mile from DuffHoufe. It ts unbounded with a variety of 
trees, which forms a diltinguilhed ornament to the Park. It ts bu.lt to the Gothic 

ftile. 

Many refneHable monuments of the family are arranged in the Maufoleum, 
CT 'he form of a chapel. The remains are depofited tn the vaults 

below. 

u the weft end Bands the monument of Maldavat in the year i4o 4 .-Abovc it. 
an open book of Bone, containing dates of the burials of the family from the tmrtcent 
generation, back, through a period of more than four hundred years. 

Upon thefouth-fide, an elegant marble monument, to Alexander Duff, ofBracco, 
created 1705. 

Also a white marble monument to Lady Janet Ogilvie Daughter to the Chan- 
cellor the Earl of Seafield, and the late Earl of Fife s firft wife, who died in he 

year 1721. 

In the eafl end, a very beautiful and futnptuous monument isereSed in memory 
of William Earl of Fife, Vifcount Macduff, &c. and Jean Countefs of Fife. 

The divifions of the windows are formed of ftone filled with painted glafs exhibit- 
ing the arms of the family’s numerous relations, and other devices rutted To the nature 
of the place. Above the door are placed two very elegant ftatues of Faith and Hope. 

This Mausoleum is ereHed in the place where flood a chapel dedicated to the 
Rifled Virgin by King Robert Bruce anno 1324. The adjacent grounds were 
alfo devoted by his royal charter, for the building andfupport of a Monaftery of the 
holy brethren of Mount Carnel. 






. 






. i •; _ 




• - : ' - I <? v I «. . ' !. 


















■ 








• ■ 


- 






' 



k 












• • 


I v! - I . i ■ • 

■ • * 


• 

i 



1 


















sf 

■S r. V • j 




’ " • ' : 1 ' : -• ■ • • i 

: ■ ■ i / 




* 







•Je 


i. 




N M 


V 5 


1 


c e 








